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T O T H E 



HONOURABLE 

Sir GEORGE LYTTELTON, 

BARONET, 

One of the 

Lords CommifSoners of the Trcafury. 



SIR, 

ENSURE is fo feldom foftcncd 
by apologies, that perhaps it may be 
ufclefs for me to declare my confci* 
ouihefs of inability to do juftice to the moil 
perfed of poets, in the following tranflation. 
When I firft entered upon this work, I fome- 
times imagined,that I heard the voice ofVirgil 
addrefling me with the humanity of his hero; 

^0 fncriture ruis? major aque vitihus audcs f 
\ Fallit te incautum pietas tua ! 

for indeed, nothing but my affcftion for the 
author could have engaged me in fo arduous 
an undertaking. 

Vol. I. A Who* 




11 pR£FATOfeY DEPICA'TlOm 

Whoever confiders the degree of delicacy 
and correftnefs to -which the Eclogues of Vir- 
gil are polilhed -, together with the eafe and 
wonderful harmony of his numbers ; will be 
convinced of the extreme difficulty of tranf- 
ftfliog intx> ,another tongue, beauties x)f fp 
refined and fubtile a nature. It requires no 
fmall command of language, te be able to 
carry on Piftoral Dialogues, without finking 
into vulgar idioms, to unite fimplicity with 
grace, and to preferve familiarity without 
flatncfs. A ftyle too highly elevated would 
be naufeou fly unnatural, and one too profaic 
and plebeian, would be infipid and unaf- 
fedting. And to keep a juft rtiean, is per- 
haps as difficult in writing .as in life* 

^heffe are feW ittiages and fentiments in 
the Eclogues of Virgil, but what are drawn 
from the Idylliums of Theocritus : in whom 
there is a niral, romantic wildnefs of thought, 
.lieightened by the Doric dialeft ; with fuch 
iively .pictures of thepaflions, and of fimple 
unadorned natufe, as are infinitely pleafing 
^ to fuch lovers and judges of true poetry as 
' yourfelf. Theocritus is indted the great 
ftore-houfe oT p^ftoral ddcription ; and every 
Succeeding .painter of rural beauty (except 
Thomson in his Seafons,) hath copied hi3 
images from iiim, without ever looking a- 
broad upon the face of nature themfelves* 

' And 
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And, thus afetof heredkiir/ obje<^ h^ ^efi 
continued from one poet to another, which 
have be^n often made ufe of without any 
propriety cither as to age Or climate. 

But Virgil never borrowed an idea from 
his Sicilian mafter, without beautifying and 
heightening it with the luftre of his language. 
And perhaps it may be obferved in general, 
that if the Romans ever excejled their Grecian 
mafters in the graces of diftion, it was owing 
to their exerting all their powers, in drefling 
up thofe thoughts and ideas that were ready 
found to their hands. The niind can at- 
tend but to one obje45t at once, with any vi* 
gour and intenfenefs : and if it be big and 
dilated with the conception and creadon of 
new images,, has fcarce Jeifure to adorn them 
with that pomp of ftudied expreflion, which 
the writer that coolly Copiesthem, can bellow 
upon them. 

Indeed of all authors, either ancient or 
modern, Virgil feemeth to be the moft per- 
fect in his flyle ; I mean in the poems he 
lived to finifh. There is a profufion of the 
moft diai?in^ ^netsophors and moft gjpwing 
figures, there is a majefly and ^lagnificeace <}f 
didlion throijghout the Georgics, that not- 
withftanding the marvellous harmony md 
grandeur pf the Greek ye^S^^igiuifi fc^re^- 

A z ly 
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ly excelled by Homer himfelf. Our author's 
terms and epithets are chofen with fuch pro- 
priety, elegance and exprefliv. nefs, that, as 
Mr. Addifon finely obferves, " We receive 
" more ftrong and lively ideas of things 
*' from his words, than we could have done 
from the objedts themfelves : and find our 
imaginations more affeded by his defcrip- 
tions, than they would have been by the 
very fight of what he defcribes." We may 
juftly therefore apply to him what Ariftotle 
thought fo high a commendation of Homer : 
that he found out living words. If the 
arrows which are impatient to deftroy, and 
the fpears that thirft to drink blood, are lb 
defervedly admired in the Iliad, Virgil doubt- 
lefs merits equal praife, for giving life and 
feeling, love and hatred, hope and fear, 
wonder and ambition, to plants and to trees, 
and to the very earth itfelf f and for exalting 
his favourite infects, by endowing them with 
reafon, paflions, arts, and civil government, 
• To ufe Ariftotle's cxpreffion, Every thing in 
this poem hath manners^ and all the creation 
is animated. 

But alas ! fince this is the cafe, what muft 

become of a tranflator of the Georgics, 

writing in a language not half fo lofty, fo 

•founding, or fo elegant as the Latin, inca- 

{>able of admitting many of its befi: and 

boldefl: 
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boldeft figures, and heavily fettered with the 
Gothick fhackles of rhyme ! Is not this en- 
deavouring to imitate a palace of porphyry 
with flints and bricks ? A poem whofe ex- 
cellence peculiarly confifts in the graces of 
diftion is far more difficult to be tranflated, 
than a work where fentiment, or paffion, or 
im^ination, is chiefly difplayed. So that I 
fear we can receive but a faint notion of the 
beauty of the Georgics from any Englifli. 
verfion of them. An engraving may indeed 
faithfully reprefent the fubjeft, but can give 
no idea of the colouring of one of Titian's 
landfcapes. Befides, the meannefs of the 
terms of husbandry is concealed and loflrin a 
dead language, and they convey no low or 
defpicable image to the mind -, but the coarle 
and common words I was neceflltated to ufe 
in the following tranflation, viz. plough and 
fow^ wheats dung, ajhes^ horfe and cow^ &c. 
will, I fear, unconquerably difgiril many a 
delicate reader, if he doth not maks proper 
allowances for a modern compared with an 
ancient language ; ' and doth not frequently 
recoUeft, 

» 

verbis ea vincere magnum 



^amjitl & angujlis hunc adder e rebus bonorem. 

So juft is the obfervation of Boileau, " that 
1* a mcgn or common thought exprefled in 

A3 ' "pomp- 
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pompous diftion, gdneraily pleafes more 
thafi a new or noble fentiment delivered in 
low and vulgar language ; becaufe the 
number is greater of thofe whom cuftom 
has enabled to judge of words, than 
whom ftudy has qualified to examine 
things." In fhort, the Georgics are the 
higheft flight of Virgil, and the mafter-pieces 
of his genius. Some of the tranfitions with 
which they are adorned, are the boldeft and 
nioft daring imaginable, and hold very much 
of the enthufiafm of the an/cient lyrics j and 
I think one may venture to affirm, that this 
poem contains more original unborrowed 
beauties, and is more perfeft in its kind as a 
Didaftic, than the Aeneid as aa Epic poem. 
Of this laft work, give me leave to fay, that 
I have ever obferved, pfcrfons of elevated and 
fublime imaginations are more captivated With 
the Iliad, and men of elegant and tender 
minds with the Aeneid. He that perufes 
Homer, is like the traveller that furveys 
mount Atlas ; the vaftnefs and roughnefs of 
its rocks, the folemn gloominefs of its pines 
and cedars, the everlafting fnows that cover 
its head, the torrents that rufh down its fides, 
and the wild beafts that roar in its caverns, 
all contribute to ftrike the imagination 
with inexpreffible aftonilhment and awe. 
While reading the Aeneid is like behold- 
ing the Capitoline hJH at Rome, on which 

ftood 
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ftood many edifices of exquifite architefiure, 
and who(e top wa& crowned with the famous 
temple of Jupiter, adorned with the fpoils of 
conquered Greece. 

If the delign of the Aeneid was to com- 
pliment Auguftus, and reconcile the Romans 
to the government o( the Julian family ; if, 
as Mr. Pope was ufed to fay, iV was evidently 
as mmh a party-piece^ as AbfaUm and Acbito- 
phehf you. Sir, are too warm a lover of li- 
berty and the virtue of ancient Rome, not to 
cenfure the poet as an abjc6t flatterer; unlefs 
you will allow the validity of the. ufual cx- 
cufc for his conduft, viz. that as the com- 
monwealth maxims were no longer prafti- 
cabk, and a change in the government was 
uaavcxdabk, after the laft ftruggle for liberty 
at Philippi had ended fo unfortunately, and 
even the virtuous MeflaUa had tliought it ne> 
Ihame to fubmit to the conqueror, Virgil be- 
Ueved it would be the beft fervice he could 
then do his countrymen, to endeavour to 
foften their minds towards fo niild and gentle 
a mafter as Auguftus, out of whofe hands 
it was impoflible for them to extort the power 
he had ufurped. And that fome change in 
the conftitution of Rome was abfolutely ne- 
cejfTary, feems to be the opinion of that ad- 
mirable writer and penetrating politician, the 
prefident Montefquieu : ^^ It t^uft be ac^ 

A 4 " know- 
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*' knowledgcd, fays he, that the Roman 
laws were too weak to govern the repub- 
lic, when it was arrived at its height : ex- 
perience h^ proved it to be an invariable 
faft, that good and juft laws, which raife 
the reputation and power of a fmall r^ 
public, become improper and ufelefs to 
it, when once its grandeur is eftablifhed, 
" becaufe it was the natural effeft of fuch 
*' laws to make a people great, but not to go- 
*' vem them when made fo/* He adds af-^ 
terwards with his ufual pregnant brevity. 
Take this compendium of the Roman 
hiflory : they fubdued aU the nations by 
'* their maxims ; but when they had fo far 
*' fucceeded, their republic could not fubfift 
** any longer: the plan of their govern- 
" ment muft be changed, and maxims con- 
'' traryto the firft, being then introduced, 
'* they were divefted of all their grandeur/* 
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As to the poetical faults ofthe Aeneid I be- 
lieve they are but few. What may feem the 
moft liable to cenfure in the conduft of this 
poem, is the making Dido a far more intereft- 
ing and ftriking charader than Lavinia, upon 
whom the whole aftion turns. But thiscircum- 
ftance is furely excufeabl^, if we refleft how 
great a ftroke of art the poet has exhibited, 
in affigning this origin of the inveterate en- 
mity betwistt the rival powers of Rome and 

Carthage i 
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Carthage j who were fo often engaged in 
thofe important and bloody contentions of 
which Lucretius fptfaks fo fublimely j 

Omnia cum belli trepido concujfa tumultu^ 
Horrida contremuere fub altis aetheris auriSj 
In dubioque fuit fub utrorum regna cadendum . 
Omnibus humanis ejfet terraque marique, 

L. iii. 845. 

'And farther-, thofe who cenfure Lavinia 
as a tame and infipid charafter, Ihould con- 
fider the retired nature of female education 
among the ancients ; for if V i r o i l had 
painted this beautiful young princefs any 
otherwife than full of modefty and referved- 
nefs, filent and obedient to her parents, he 
had falfified the manners of the age of which 
he wrote : in which the fair feU were not per- 
mitted to make that confpicuous figure in 
life. they liave fince done, to the great orna- 
ment and improvement of human fociety. 

There are two particulars more, which 
perhaps will not fo eafily admit of an excufe. 
One is, a manifeft want of variety of cha- 
racters in the Aeneid, where the few that are 
introduced are not fufficiently diverfified : 
Homer's Achilles, Ajax, Diomede and Hec- 
tor, are all br^ve ; and Ulyffes and Neftor 
are wifcj but then each of thefe heroes is brave 

A 5 and 
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and is wife^ in a manner eminently different 
from the other. *' The charafters of Virgil 
(fays Mr. Pope) " are far from ftriking us 
'* in this open manner •, they lie in a great 
" degree hidden and undiftinguilhed, and 
*' where they are marked moft evidently, af- 
** fed us not in proportion to thofe of Homer. 
" His charafters of valour are much alike -, 
*' even that of Turnus feems no way pecu- 
" liar> but as it is in a different degree; and 
"*' we fee nothing that differences the courage 
*' of Mneftheus from that of Sergeftus, Clo- 
** anthus, and the reft.** Perhaps it may 
be urged, that the charafter of Aeneas,which 
is entirely of our poet's own formation, and 
in which wifdom, piety, and courage are fo 
happily blended and tempered with each 
'other, may in fome meafure attone for this 
deficiency. — i he other feeming blemilh is, 
that in reading the laft fix books, one can- 
not forbear pityingj Turnus, who undoubted^- 
ly oujght to have been drawn with fome fault 
or other to have excited our averfion, or raifed 
our indignation. But to fee a valiant young 
prince, robbed of a miftrefs whom he paffion- 
ately lov^d and who returned his paffion, and 
to whom Tie was even betrothed ; nay to be- 
hold him murdered, while he fights to main- 
tain his claim to h^r, by a perfeft ftranger> 
who has nothing to plead for his conduft but 
the gods and oracles j are circumftances that 

while 
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while they prejudice the reader againft Aeneas, 
deeply intereft him for Turnus. It were to 
be wiflied the poet had either given the lat- 
ter fome unamiable quality, or elfc had repr^- 
fented Lavinia as averfe to the match. All 
that can be faid in defence of , this proceeding 
^ is, that the prefent readers of Virgil judge of 
! it in a manner different from the Romans to 
whom he wrote ; who probably looked qn 
Turnus as juftly punifhed for having broke 
the folemn truce agreed to in the twelfth 
book, and for fighting againft the will of 
heaven ; and moreover might view this gal- 
lant prince in an unfavourable light as he 
oppofed the cftablilhment of that perfon in 
Italy, 



-Genus unde Laiinum 



Albanique patreSy atque alta moenia Romae. 

Thus am I rafhly endeavouring to pick 
out feeming blemifhes and defefts in this ad- 
mirable writer, while I fhould be making 
ibme apology for undertaking the following 
tranflation, after fo many perfons of emi- 
nence, and particularly Mr. Dryden, for 
whofe name and writings I have^the fincereft 
veneration and love. But I muft at the 
fame time beg leave to obferve, with truth, 
and I hope with modefly, that in his verfion 
of the^ Eclogues and Georgips, which is cer- 
tainly 
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tainly inferior to his Aeneid, there are fo 
many grofs miftakes, fo many carelefs in- 
correft lines, and fuch wild deviations from 
his original, as are utterly aftonifhing in fo 
great and true a genius. But inltead of the 
invidious and difagreeable talk of pointing 
out thefe pafla^^es at length, I chufe rather 
to fay in thofe generous words of Mr. Pope 
on a fimilar occafion, *' that nothing could 

have made Mr. Dryden capable of fuch 

miftakes, but extreme hafte in writing; 

which never ought to be imputed as a 
** fault to him, but to thofe who fufFered fo 

noble a genius to lie under the neceffity of 
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And I have ftill a weightier reafon for not 
fpccifying thefe blameable paiTages ; which 
is, that I am apprehenlive, an equal, or per- 
haps a greater number of my Own lines, 
might be produced on the fame occaGon, 
Juftice obligcth me to add, that even in the 
midft of thefe lowncfles and inequalities of 
Mr. Dryden, his native Ipirit and vigour, the 
veieris veftigia fiammae^ frequently break 
forth : and I have deeply felt how difficult it 
is to work after fo great a mafter on the fame 
fubjed. 

Give me leave to intrude on your patience 
a moment longer, to ipeak of Mr. Pitt's 

3 verfion 
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verfion of the Aeneid- I am very well in- 
formed that Mr. Pope, notwithftanding his 
juft afFeftion and even veneration for Mr. 
Dryden, regarded Mr. Pitt's, as an excellent 
tranflation. It is lucky for me that fome of 
Mr. Dryden*s errors in this part of the work 
have been lately pointed out by a very can- 
did writer, and one who entertains the high- 
eft- opinion of his genius, to whom, fays he, 
our Englifli poetry is more obliged for its 
improvements than to any other writer, ex- 
cepting only Mr. Pope. What I hint at, is 
one of the chapters upon allegory in Mr. 
Spence's Polymetis, where that gentleman 
hath endeavoured to Ihew, how very little 
our poets have underftood the allegories of 
the ancients even in their tranflations of them; 
and has chofen to inftance in Mr. Dryden's 
tranflation of Virgil's Aeneid, as he thought 
him one of our moft celebrated poets. The 
miftakes are very numerous, and fome of 
them unaccountably grofs. Upon this I was 
defirous to examine Mr. Pitt's tranflation 
of the fame paflages, and was furprized 
to find, that in near fifty inftances, which 
Mr. Spence has given of Mr. Dryden's mi- 
ftakes of that kind, Mr. Pitt had not fallen 
into above three or four. A few fpecimens 
may not be amils, to entertain the curiofity 
of their feveral readers. 

I. Cum 
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!• Cum tacit cmnis ager. iEn. 4. ver. 520. 

And peace with downy wings was brooding on the 

ground. ^ Dryden, ver, 752, 

Virgil does not mention peace at all on this 
pccafion ; and I do not remember, fays Mr. 
Spence, to have met with any one ancient 
reprefentation of Peace with wings. Pitt 
only fays : 

O'er all the fields a brooding filence reigns. 

• Pitt, ver. 759* 

a. Jamqui rubefahat r^diis mare^ et aethere ah oho 
Aurora in rofeis fulgehat lutea iigis, 

JEn. 7. 26. 

Now when the rofy morn began to rife, 
. And way'd her fafFron ftreamer thro' the fkies, 

Dryden, ver. 35. 

Mr. Dryden here feems to have admitted 
fome mixture of the allegory and the reality 
together: Virgil is free both from the 
ftreamer, and this faulty mixture \ fo alfo i& 
Pitt ; 

Now on her car was gay Aurora bome^ 
And Ocean reddexas with the xifing morn. 

* 3. ^um 



Pr:efatory Dedication. xv 

3. Turn qmrnm aitonitae Baecho nemora avia mattes 
Infultant thiajis^ (neque enim leve nomen Amatae) 
IJndique collect <oennty Mariemque fattgant. 

Aen, 7. 582. 

Then they, (whofe mothers frantic with their 

fear. 
In woods and wilds the flags of Bacchi 
And leaid his dances with diflieveir 
Increaie the clamour, and the war demand — 

Dryd. 803. 

As he had before given a ftreamer to Au- 
rora, he here gives flags to the attendants of 
Bacchus ; 

V 

Thofe too whofe mothers by the queen were led. 
When fir'd by'Bfecchus, to the woods fhe fled, 
(Such was her int'reft in the realm) declare 
For open arms, and breathe revenge and wan 

Pitt, 735, 

4. Cybele in anodier place is drawn by the 
tygers of Bacchus inftead of her own lions. 

Alma parens [data ieum^ cm Dindyma cordty 
Turrigeraeqtff urhsp Hjupque adfraena Umes. 

Aen. 10. 253. 

Hear 
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Hear thou, great mother of the deities. 
With turrets crown'd ; (on Ida's holy hill 
Fierce tygers rein'd and curb'd, obey thy will- 

Dryd. 356. 

Great guardian queen, of Ida's hills and woods. 
Supreme, majeftic mother of the gods ! 
Whofe ftrong defence proud towering cities (hare. 
While roaring lions whirl thy mighty car. 

Pitt, 366. 

5. Hic^ uhi disjeSias molesy avulfaque faxis 

Saxa vide s J mixtoque undantem pulvere fumum^ 

Neptunus murosy magnoque emota iridenti 

Fundament a quatit i totamque ah fedibus urbem 

Emit 

Aen. 2. 6i2« 

This exalted paflage Mr. Dryden has thus 
tranflated : 

. Amid that fmother, Neptune holds his place, 1 
Below the wall's foundation drives his mace, > 
And heaves the building from the folid bafe.829. j. 

Where it is to be obferved he has diveftcd 
Neptune of his trident, and equipped him 
with a Gothic mace. That Pitt hath reftored 
the god his proper injignia^ is much the leaft 
part of his praife in this fublime paflage : 

Where 
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Where yon* rude piles of (hatter'd ramparts rife/ 
Stone rent from ftone, a dreadful ruin lies. 
And black with rolling fmoke the dufty whirl- 
wind flies : 

There Neptune's trident breaks the bulwarks 
down. 

There from her bafis heaves the trembling town. 

Pitt, 812; 

6, , Patirqui Sabinus 

Vitifator^ iurvam fervans fub imagine fakem. 

Acn. 7. 179. 

In tranflatihg this pafTage, Mr. Dr^den hath 
made Sabinus lean his head upon his pruning 
hook, which as it would appear abfurd in a 
ftatue or pifture, cannot be proper in a ppe- 
tical defcription. 

There flood Sabinus, planter of the vines. 
On a fhort pruning hook his head reclines. 
And ftudioufly furveys his generons wines. 

Dryd. 249. 
Sabinus there who preft the foaming wine. 
Extends the hook that prun'd the generous vine. 

Pitt, 221. 

7. One great occafion of faults in Mr. Dry- 
den in relation to the imaginary beings of the 
ancients, is owing to his not being fufficient- 
ly acquainted with (or not recolleding) their 
particular qualities, rank and dignity; and 

this 
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this makes him fcwmetimes vary from his ori* 
ginaL 

Ecce furens animls aderat Tyrinthius^ omnimqUe 
Aece^utn luftrans^ hue ora ferehut ei illucy. 
* Dentibus infrendens. Ter totum fervidus ira 
Lufttat Avimtim, tMnttm*^ ur faxea tenia t 
• Umina nequicquam j ter fejjui valle re/edit* 

Aen, 8. 228. 

The wret€h' had hardly made bis dungeon faft. 
The fierce avenger came with bounding hafte 9 
Syrvey'd the mouth of the forbidden hold. 
And here and there bis raging eyes he roird ; 
He gnafh'd his teeth, and thrice he compaft round 
With winged fpecd the circuit of tiie ground. 
Thrice at the ciavern's mouth he pull'd ia vain, . 
And panting thrice d«fifted front his pain. 

E>ryd. 304. 

Scarce had the fiend let down th' enormous 
weight. 

When fierce the god cam% thond'ring to the gate 5 

He gnalh'd his teeth with rage, the pailes try'^d, 

. And roird his eager eyes on ev'ry fide ; 

Now here, now there, a fiery glance he threw. 

And thrice impetuous round the mountain flew ; 

Thrice ftrove to florm the mafly gates in vain. 

And thrice, o'erfpent, fate panting on the piaiju 

Pitt, 30C. 

8, Non 
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8. N<>n iiilil AU'tdes totimis : fifue iffi per igntm 
Praeeipili jedt faltu i qUa pturimui undam 
Pumui agit, jubulaque ingem J^ecm tefluat atra. 

Aen. 8. 258. 

The wrathful god ttxm plunges from above, 
And where in thickeft waves the fparkles drove, 
■ "iThere lights } and wades thro* fumea, and gropes 
his way, 
Half fing'd, half ftified till he grafps his prey. 

Diyd. 344. 

This !aft particular is great inVirglt, and 
little in Dryden -, and fitter for the herdfman 
hero (as he calls him in the beginrang of the 
ftory, 279) than the chief of all the heroes 
who were deified for having »fted in this 
world for the good of mankind. Let us fee 
Mr. Pitt's tranflatiOn. 

With that the vengeful god in fury grew, 
And headlong thro' th? burning tempeft flew ; 
Fierce on the fiend, thro' ftifling fumes he ca 
Thro' ftreams of foioke and deluges of flame 



In fine, if my partiality to Mr. Pitt d 
not miflead me, I ftiould think he has exe- 
cuted his work, with great fpirit, that he has 
a fine flow of harmonious verfification, and 
has 
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has rendered his author's fenfe with faithful- 
nefs and perfpiculty ; but my teftimony can 
be of little confequence in this cafe -, and 
there is no reafon to doubt but he will ftand 
by his own intrinfic merit ; which the pub- 
lic hath already fufficiently approved. 

I thought it proper to premife thefe few 
refledtions, on Virgil, on Mr. Pitt, and My- 
felf, before I ventured to give tht following 
tranflation into your hands ; I dared not fay. 



" ■ i n Metl defcendat ju&cis aures^ 

till I had endeavoured to point out the pecu- 
liar difficulties attending this performance, 
and had obviated any charge of envy, or 
even of emulation, in attempting it after 
Mr. Dryden. I have only to add, that 
among other reafons why I could wifh this 
work may reach pofterity, one of the greateft 
is, that it may be known, I enjoyed the fa- 
vour and friendlhip of Sir George L y t- 

T ELTON. 

I am, SIR, 

Your obliged and obedient fcrvant. 



Jan. I. 



JOSEPH WARTON. 
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Advertifement. 



TH E defign of the following volumes 
is to give a poetical tranflation of all 
Virgil's works, illuftrated with expli- 
cations of the difficult, and obferVAtions on 
the beautiful paflages. For which piupofe, 
his beft critics and commentators have been 
confulted and made ule of, but never quoted 
without acknowledgment. Befides thefe 2£- 
flftances, I muft inform the reader, that Mr. 
Spence hath {Promoted this undertaking with 
tliat warmth and readinels with which he al- 
ways ferves his friends, by communicating to 
me a great number of manufcript notes of 
the late Mr. Holdfworth, author of Mufci- 
pula, &c : who by refiding many years in 
Italy, and by making Virgil his conftant 
companion in his travels, had an opportu- 
nity of being very exaft in his obfervations 
on his favourite author. Many of them, that 
are local, and relate to the foil, the climate 
and cuftoms of Italy, will I believe be found 
extremely curious and ufeful. Mr. Spence 
likewifc obliged me with fcveral excellent re- 
-marks 
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marks of his own, made when he was abroad, 
that were never yet publiftied, and with fome 
fw of Mr. Pope's. His Polymetis akb hath 
greatly enriched the following collection. I muft 
not negledt to return my thanks to Mr. War* 
burton, for givii^ leave that his nloft learned 
and ingenious dilTertation on the fixth book 
of the Aeneid might be here inferted -, which 
the reader will find much Altered ahd enlarg-^ 
ed with feverM valuable additions. Mr. Wil- 
liam Whitehead hath contributed to the tife- 
fulnefs and beauty of this work by giving it 
what Virgil h*s long wanted, a defign for the 
fliield erf" Aene^. He hath added a differ- 
tation on this fubjecl, wherein are fome cu- 
rious remarks on the Roman hiftory, which 
it is hot ftrange that he fliould underftand, 
who has made one of its greateft heroes ap- 
pear fo nobly on our * ftage. To my lear^i* 
ed and ingenious friend Mr. Samuel Joihnfon 
I am very much obliged ; not only for his 
elegant effiy onPaftoral Ppetry, but for feve* 
ral moft judicious remarks and obfervations 
fcattered through the whole. It was thought 
proper not to omit in this edition, Bilhqp 
Atterbury*s celebrated conj^ure, concern- 
ing lapis, in the twelfth book of the Aeneid. 
It may be neceffaty likewife to take notice 
here th^t Mr. Pitt has borrowed about fixty 

lines 

:* In his tragedy called the Roman Father. 
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lines from Mr. Dryden, and I myfelf about- 
a dozen, and a remark or two in the life of 
Virgil. I am indebted alfo to Mr. Benfon 
for iome obfervations, and for fix lines of his 
trandation of the two firft Gcorgics. For 
the reft I am anfwerable ; and I hope thofe 
readers that are able to judge, who are like- 
wife ever moft inclined to pardon, will ex- 
cufe the fmaller faults and inadvertencies 
that will neceflarily happen in the courfe of 
fo long a work. I begin now moft fenfibly 
to perceive the force- of that faying of 
a French author : " When a man writes, 
*' he ought to animate himfclf with the 
" thoughts of pleafing all the world •, but 
"' he is to renounce that hope, the very mo- 
•* ment the book goes out of his hands." 



THE 
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PuBLius ViRGiLius Maiio was born on the 
l^eenth Day 6£0£lober in the year of Rome 684, 
in the Confulfhip of Pompey and Crajfus^ at a Vil- 
lage called Andis^ now Fetida^ not far from Man^ 
tua. His Father's Name was Firgil, according to 
the Opinion of Sirvius and Probus \ for if he had 
l>een called Maro^ as Donatus afErms, our Poet's 
Name muft have been, according to the Cufiom 
of the Romans^ Puhlius Mara Virgilius, 

Vivs Father was undoubtedly of low Birth and 
mean Circumftances, but by his Induftry fo much 
recommended himfelf to his Mafter, that he gave 
him his Daughter, named Maia^^ in Marriage, as 
a Reward of his Fidelity. Our Poet, difcovering 
early Marks of a vm fine Genius, was fent at 
twelve Years old to ftudy at Cremona^ where he 
cotitinued till bis fcventeenth Year. He then re- 
moved to Mikmy and from thence to Nafhsj be- 
ing the Refidence of kvtni Teachers of Philo- 
fophy and polite Learning, and profecuted his 
Studies with great Induftry and Intcnfenefs, care- 
fully perufing tbe moft elegant of the GreM and 
lignum Writersw But Phyfic and Mathematics 
were his ftivourke Scictices, and to which he prinr* 
cipally attad^d himfelf y and to this early Tinc- 
ture of Geometrical Learning were owing, that 
Regiriarity of Thought, Propriety of Expreffion, 
and ExsaSttath of conducing all Subjects, for 
which he is fo remarkable. He learnt the £//-. 
cureoH Phliofdphy tinder the celebrated Syro^ of 
whom Cicttv fpeakl twice with the greateft En- 
«omiuma both of his Learning and Virtue. 

His Acquaintance wixh P'^uSy his firft Patron, 
commenced ^y his being FeUow^udrat \rith him 

under 
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under 4i$ Phaofophcr, for whom Virgil ieeiiu to 
have had a warm Affe£Uon and Efteem. 

There is an Epigram remaininR, addrcflcd to 
Sro> written with fo beautiful a Simplicity that 
one may fafely pronounce it the Work of Firgtl ; 
who being afraid his Fadicr and Family would be 
turned out of their Eftate at JnJes^ endeavoured 
to find a Retreat for his Parents, and caft his Eye 
upon a little Farm that Syro poflcflcd in the 
(loimtry. 

Ad ViUam Sdronls. 

Fillitla, fu^ Scirftis erasy tsT pauper agelle, 

Ferum llli doffuno tu qu9que ditnti^ ; 
Me tibif bf bos unamecum^ juos femper etmavl^ 

Si qmd de putrid triftius audiero^ 
Commendo, in primi/que patrem ; tu nunc ens illi 

Mantua quodfuerat^ qupdfue Cremona prius. 

After Virgil had compleated his Studies at Na-- 
pUs^ Donatus affirms, that he made a Journey to 
Rome ; that by his extraordinary Skill in the Dif- 
cafcs. incident to Cattle of all Kinds, he recom- 
mended himfclf to Augufiuiz Matter of the Horfc, 
who procured Appcnntments for him in the Royal 
Stables > that Auguftus having a Colt prefcnted to 
him by the Crotoniates which promifed uncommon 
Swiftnefs and Spirit, Virgil immediately pro- 
nounced, that he came from a fickly Mare, and 
would be good for nothing, which proved the 
Cafe J and l^rflly, that the Emperor hearing of 
his extraordinary Penetration and Difcernmcnt, 
fcnt for him privately to enquire c wccrning his 
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own Parentage, whether he was really the Son 
of O^avius or not. But Ruaus and the moil 
Judicious Critics have reje6^ed and refuted thefe 
Stories as highly fabulous, improbable, and imper- 
tinent } and are of Opinion that he did not appear 
at Ronuy and was not known to Auguftm till long 
afterwards. Perhaps 'tis fafeft to ileer betwixt 
thefe. two oppofite Opinions, and to fay, that 
our Poet might probably pay a Vifit to Ronte,^ and 
be introduced to Augujius^ tho* not by the Me- 
thods Donatus has affigned. At leaft, Ruaus 
feems to lay too great a Strefs on that PafTage in 
the firft Eclogue, 

Urbem quam dicunt Remam, Melibcei^ putavi 
Stultus ego huic nofira JtmiUm 

And again, 

Et qtue tahtafuit Romam tihi caufa 'videndi ? 
Liber t as ^---^ 

For tho' Firgil is faid to reprefent himfelf under 
the Perfon of Ttiyrus , yet this Ignorance, of the 
Largenefs of the . City might be counterfeited, 
and thrown in, as a natural Stroke of paftoral 
Simplicity, and may perhaps be juftly confidered 
as a Sentiment rather beautifully poetical than 
ftriilly true. 

. We cannot imagine that fuch an exalted Genius 
as Virgil was bleft with, could lie long unadive ^ 
and unexerted. We , are told accordingly, that in 
the Warmth of early Youth, he framed a noble 
Defign, and boldly intended to write a Poem on 
the Wars of Rme j but after ibme Attempts, he 

wa» 
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Was difcouraged from proceeding, by the Rough- 
nefs and Afperity of the old Roman Names, which 
horridly difgufted fo delicate aa Ear. That great 
Mafter of Verfc (fays a lively Writer) found it 
difficult to put fuchharfh Words, as Vlbius Caudex^ 
ToTtaquily Lucumcj or Decisis Mus into his Poetry* 
Some of the Names of Towns could abfolutely 
find no Place in Heroic Meafure. They were 
aimoft as frightful a^ BoiUattt Woerden^ or the 
hideous ^FW/j, of whofeNamehe fo woefully com*- 
plains as quite fearing his Mufe. 

Des *villis que tufrens les noms'durs et bar hares » 
■ IPoJfunt de toutes partes que fyllabes htpuarra : 
Et qui feut Jans fumir aborder Wocrden, 
f^uel'vers ne tomberoit au/eulnom de Heniden? 
- Worts, Pe/poir du PdU, et VAppui de ces Murs^ 
Worts — Jb quel ncm. Grand Rci, qnelMe&or que ci 
Worts I Epitr. 4. 

Not only fo, but 'tis probable he was deterred from 
an undertaking above his Years, by the Reafon 
affigned by our EnglJJh B^ileau^ 

When firft young Maro fung of Kings and Wars, 
Ere warning Phopbus touched his trembling Ears, 
Perhaps he feem'd above the Critic's Law, 
And but frcm Nature's Fountains fcornM to draw; 
Bat when t* examine every Part he came. 
Nature, and Horner^ were he found the fame ; 

B 3 Convinc'd, 
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ConviRcMy ^maz'd, he checks the bold Defign ; 1 
And Rules ^ llrid hi^ labourM Work conline, > 
Asif the^/^r/Vfo'erlook'dcach Line. J^ 

Captivated ivith the native Beauties of the 
Idyllium$ of Theflcritusy and ambitious of intro- 
ducing a new Species of Poetry among the Ro* 
piansj our Poet from henceforivard ieeths to have 
bent his whole Thoughts to imitate and rival the 
fweet Sicilian : And having traalplanted Pqftorai 
into his own Country, it flouriihed as fuc^fs* 
fully, as the Cherry-trees which Lucullus cotX" 
veycd from Ppntus. 

Of thcfe Compositions 'tis highly probable that 
entitled Akxis was his firft Performance. Dr. 
il(£!7nryff thinks it might have been written in the 
Year of Rfime 709, when the Poet was in his 
twenty-fifth Year, which was a little while before 
Cafar was aflaffinated in the Year 710. Julius 
C^/ixr 0)ight have read this beautiful Imitation 
of the 'Ef<trd^ of Theocritus^ and been ftruck 
with Admiration of the promifing Genius of 
its Author. Poffibly the Palamon was his fe- 
cond Performance 5 it is a clofc Imitation of the 
fourth and fifth Idyllia of Theocritus. 

May I venture to mention the Silenus as the next 
Compofition in order of Time. This fine Piece 
of Philofophy is faid to have been publickly re- 
cited on the Stage by Cytheris^ a celebrated Come- 
dian, remarkable for a Sweetnefs a'nd Propriety 
of fpeaking, infomuch that Catreu imagines that 
Expreffion in the tenth Eclogue, ^a legat ipfa 
Lycoris, does not only fignify that he may write 
fuch verfes as may touch or afFeft Cytheris (repre- 
fented by Lycoris) but fuch as may be fit for a 

Perfon 
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Perfon of a tnarvdlous Swcetnefs of Voice to pro- 
nounce. Let us hear Catrou*^ Opinion with Re- 
gard to this fixth Eclogue* 
It is not from this Verfe 

Prima Sjrac^ iliguata eft hdert vtr/u^ 

ihat I conjeAure that this Eclogue ought to pre- 
cede that of Tityrus* It ts for another ReaXbn, 
that I am going to produce. It is true, that the 
Author of the Life of Virgil^ feems here to con- 
tradid himfelf. He affirms, in one Place, that 
the l^iyrus was the firft Eclogue which the Poet 
compofed. *^ It appears, fays he» that Virgil had 
^^ not compofed any Eclogue before the Tityrus^ 
** from the fourth Georgic ; where he diftin- 
•* guifheshis Bucolics by the Eclogue of Tityrusy* 

Tityri Upattda ctcinifuh Ugmint fagi. 

He adds befides, that the Poet fpent three Years 
in compoAng his Bucolics, Bucolua irienmopir^ 
feat. That is, if one can believe it, that Virgil 
began his firft Eclogue about the Year of Rome 
*l 1 3, and finiflied the laft after the Year 715. The 
fame Author alfo relates, that the SiUnus was re- 
cited by Cytherisj before a full Audience, in the 
!)refencc of Cicero. This laft Faft cannot pof- 
ibly be true, fuppofing the Tttyrus was Virgirs 
firft Performance in this Kind. Cicero was dead, 
when our Poet compofed the Tityrus. In fo ma- 
nifeft a Contradiftion, I incline to the Side of 
the Story of Cytherisy which is attefted by Ser- 
vius. As for the Conje<aure formed by the Wri- 
ter of Virgirs Life, that the Tityrus was his firft 
Eclogue, it is grounded upon a vtry frivolous 

B 4 Argu- 
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Argument. The Quotation from the fourtfc 
Georgic, which is the only Support of it, proves 
only, that Firgil^ in the Edition of his Bucolics, 
hail placed the Tityrus in the Front. It is faid ajfo, 
that Firgil made all his Eclogues in three Ye^rs* 
Therefore Cicero could not hear any one of 
them. But, in the. Original it is perfecity that is, 
he perfefted them, he made them fit to appear. 
Thus this Eclogue might havie been prior to the 
Tttyrus, and Cytheris might have recited it in the 
Prefence of Cicero. 

Thus far the learned Jefutt. ; I beg to add a 
Conjefture purely my own, and i'ubmit the 
Decifion of it entirely to the Learned. C/Ver^ hav- 
ing heard this Edogue, cried out in an Extafy ci 
Admiration, that the Author of it was 



Magna /pes, altera RofUit, 



the ficond gnat Hspt of Rome^ efteeming bimfeHv 
fay the Commentators, to be the firll. I un- 
derftand tlie Words in a far different Senfe. ^c - 
SubjeiS of this Piece^ we fhould remember, was 
an Account of the Epicurean Philofophy bodi na- 
tural and moral, which had been but lately beauti« 
fully illuftrated by Lucretius*, an Author whoiu 
Cicero was fo eminently fond of> as to revifc and 
publiih his Work. Upon hearing therefore the 
beautiful Verfes of Firgil on the fame Subjeft> 
Cicero exclaimed to this Purpofe ; Behold another 
gfeat Genius rijing up amongji us^ who zoill prove a 
fecond Lucretius. Thislntei'pretation at once takes. 
away the Imputation of Vanity of which Cicero 
has been accufed for ufihg thefe Words, making; 
the Spes alura refer entirely to Lucretius, And 

' befidesj, : 
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befides, the Expreffion of Spes neceflarily implies 
fomething futun and increajing ; whereas Cicero 
was at that Time arrived at a Maturity of Fame 
and Abilities : neither do I perceive the Proprie- 
ty 9f the Connexion, in joining an eminent Poet 
with an eminent Orator. 'Tis obfervable that 
\Virgil inferted this Hemiftich afterwards in the 
twelfth Book of his JEneid, and <rpplied the Words 
to Afcanius. 

Dion Cajjius relates, in his forty-fcventh Book, 
that in the Year of Rome 712 the Triumvirs, 
jintony^ OSfavius^ and Letidus^^ eredled and con- 
fecrated a Temple to Julius Cafar in the, Forum, 
carried about his Statue in folemn Proceflion with 
one' of Venus in the Circenjian Games, decreed 
Supplications to him on the News of any Victory, 
and ordered he fhould be worOiipped as a God. 
Ih Allufibntothe Death and Deincation oiCafar^ 
Virgil compofed the fifth tclbgue. He introduces 
two Shepherds lamenting the Death of Daphnis^ 
a Sicilian Shepherd ; he reprefents the Cattle ab- 
ftayiing from their Food for Grief, the very wild 
Beafts lamenting, the Fields withering, ^&//9 and 
Ptfi^j leaving the Plains, the Nymphs mourning 
around his Body, and Venus herfelf bitterly la- 
menting,. 

Cum complexa/ui corpus ms/erabile nati^ 
jitque deos atque oftrA <uocas crudelia mater. 

For Venus is undoubtedly the Mother here mc|i- 
tioned, and' not the, City of Rome ^s Ruaus iirio.- 
gines. 

This Opinion may be confirmed by a parallel 
Faflage in the Metamorphofes* Ovid there repre- 

B 5. ftnts 
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fents Fenus terrified at the Approach of Cafar^s 
Death ; fhe difcovers all the Fears and Tendernefs 
of a Mother ; intercedes with the Gods for his 
Prefervation ; fmites her own Breaft, and endea- 
vours to hide him in the Cloud in which ihe bad 
prcferved Paris and Mneas ; 

■I I ^wd ut aurea nnJit 

^ne^ gtmetrix^ *vidit quoqui irifti par art 

Pontifici let urn ; Cff cof^urata armamoveri 

Palluif : 

' Turn vera Cytbena manu percujfii utraque 
Pe&us^ a JEneaden m^litur condere nuhe* - 

I cannot forbear obferving the peculiar Beauty 

of the Epithet miferabile in yirgiL ^This fingle 

Word points out the mangled Body of yujius 
Cafar in almoft as lively a manner as Antonfh art-* 
ful Speech in Shake^ear ; 

Look f k thfs Place ran CaJ/ius* Dagger tfara*— i 
See, what a Rent the envioui Cafca made*-* 
Through tkis the well-belove4 BrntHs ftabbM i 
And as he pluckt the curfed Steel away, 
Mark, how the Blood of Cafar foUow'd it ! 

Julius Cafar t Aff 3. Sc. 6, 

In the latter Part of the Paftoral, the Poet 
dianges the Scene into Joy and Triumph, which 
makes a noble Contraft to the Beginning. He 
reprefents Daphnis admitted into HeaveO) Heafurc 
and -Joy overflowing the Plains, the very Moun- 
tain? breaking forth into Songs, Altars erefted, and 

folenui 
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foietnn Sacrifices performed to him as to Certs and 
Bacchus. Auguflus miift have been infinitely pleaf^ 
ed with this exquifite Piece of Flattery. 

The fatal Battle at Philippi was fought at the 
latter End of the Year 7L2» which at once put 
an End to all -glorious Struggles for the Liberty 
of the Commonwealth, the Patriat^Murderers^ 
Brutus and Caffius^ having refolutely ilain them* 
felves tipon the Defeat of their Army, leaving; 
Cafar and Antony victorious. One cannot forbear 
wilbing there had been fome Virgil to have la- 
mented the Death of the incomparable Brututp 
as well as that of the Tyrant Julius Cafar^ who 
s&otwitliftanding his many amiable and exalted 
Qualkies, was no better than th^ Enflaver of his 
Country. After diis Adion the veteran Soldien 
began to murmur for their Pay, and Auguftus^ to 
reward them, diftributed amongft them the Lands 
of Mantua and Cremona. Appian relates, that 
when the Lands vrere divided among the Sol- 
di^^, great Numbers both young , and old, and 
Women with their Children, flocked ta Ramoy 
and fiMed the Forum, and Temples with bitter 
Lamentations, complaining they were driven 
from their Lands and Houfes as if they had 
been conquered Enemies, f/r^ii^ was involved 
in dus oHnmon Calamity, applied to Varus or 
to PoUioy or both, who warmly recommended 
him to Augufiusy and procitred his Patrimony 
for him again. Full of Gratitude to Auguf^ 
tusy he compofed the Tilyrusj introducing in it 
two .Shepherds, one of them complaining of 
the Diflrai^ion of the Times, and of the De« 
ftrudion the Soldiers had committed among the 
Mantuan Farmers^ the other rejoicixig for the Re-« 

covery 



12 TheXiRE of VIRGIt. 

covecy of his Eftate, and pcomifiag to bonour tbe 
J^rfon who reftored it to him as a God*. 



lUim aram 



V 

Sippe tener noftrit uh cviUbus imbuet agnut, ^- 

y 

. But our Poet's Joy was not of long Continu- 
ance y for we are toid that when he returned to 
take Poffeffion. of his Farm, he wa» violently af* 
faulted by th<: Intruder, and would certainly hav^ 
been killed by hinv, if he had not made- his Efcape 
hy fwimftiing haftily over the Mincio* \ 

Upon this unexpe<^ed Diiappointment, melaai^ 
choly and dejedled, he retufnedto Rome to renfew 
))is Petition ; 9^ during his Jourli«y feems ta 
have compofed the ninth. Eclogue ; which ap^ 
pears to have been haftily made up, out of fevend 
little Fragments of Poems, and Imitations of 
^heocrilus he had by him. One Stroke in it is too 
artful to be omitted. He advifes the Shepherd to 
confult no more the old Conftellations and Signs as. 
^ey were Woiit to do, but to look up to a brighter 
Star, the Julium 5«?i/i,^— alluding to the fan^Hut 
<^omet which is faid to have appeaced feven £)aiys 
Siher ytilius Catfar^s Death, and was fancied by 
the Vulgar to be Cafar!s Soul converted by Fenus 
into a blazitig St^r. Suitmius fpeaks of it in the 
following manner : In ieorum mmerwn relaius efti 
ndrt oremodo' dearnrntitimj fed et perfpafiom^vtUgi^ 
Siquid€fn ludkj quos^primo cohfecratos ei h^ns Au--, 
j^ufim edibats, fttlla crinita per feptem £es coxtinuoi 
fulftt exoriens^ circa undecimam horam*. Greditumqueefl^, 
nmmam effe Cajarlsy^ in caelum receptiy ^ hac di 
caufa fmulacro ejtt$ in vertwjlella additur. 

In 
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In tbeYe^ q{ lUnu 714, Virgil compofed the 
celebrated £clo^ii& entitled uTuaily, but perhaps 
fai&Y^ PolS^y as it related to the Birth of his Son 
Salonim. But Cair$u has plainly demonftrated that 
this is a grofs Miftake> and that the Subjedl of 
k is the Birth of young^Aiarcellus^ who was after* 
wards adbptjsd Iff yfugu/Iiu, I'he Subftance of 
his Opinioaiff as- follows; whick will give us^fome, 
Infight into this intricate Affair*. 

Cafar did not remain long in quiet after ti^e c«m»* 
pleat Victory which- he obtained over Lucius and 
Fuhia^ the Wife of Antony^, who had rafhiy taken 
Arms againft him. This turbulent Lady fled t9 
her HiiftwiiMl* ^d in^Upd him to make War upon 
C^efar. Jntfmy^ inflaine4 with Rage, fteered. hit 
CQuHe to Italy ; and beg^n a moft furious and danr 
gerous War. But the News* of the Death of Ful^ 
vhy whom he had left iick at Sicyon^ coming; op^ 
j>ortanely, gave a favourable Opportunity, of fet- 
lling a reace between thefe mighty Rivals. Coc^ 
c4usy a jcpmmo/i Friend to both, went between 
them,, and projected a Reconciliation : TheConful 
P<r//f^appearingOn |he FartolJntor^ and Mactnds 
on the Part of Cafary to arbitrate the Differences 
between them. The Arbitrators proposed, that as 
Fuhioy the , Wife of Amtmy^ was j uit dead, and 
JUarceUus alfo,. the Huibani of OSimnOy half Sifter 
to CteJoTx O^avia fhovJd he given in Marriage to 
Antony,. This being agreed to, caufed an unir 
verfal Joy : and the whole Army; expreffed their 
Joy by (bouting all that Day, and the following . 
Night.. O^aviawsLS with Child at the Time of 
tjiis Marriage^ Therefore as this great Lady^. 
who, was alfo a Perfon of a. moft unlpotted Char 
xader, was.the Cement of fo.bleffed.a Peace and 
2 Unioa 
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IJ^nion between the two great Triumviri, who 
were upon the Point of tearing the Worid in fun- 
dcr bjr their Divisions, Virgil was not backward 
in tefnfying his Joy for fo happy an Event. The 
Sibitline Oracles had fbretoM, that a Child was to 
Jbe bom about this Time, who ihould rule the 
World, and eftablifh -perpetual Peace. The Poet 
ingcnioufly fuppofes the Child, with which O^a^ 
via was then pregnant, to be the glorious Infant^ 
under whofe Rule Mankind was to be made 
happy; the Goldwi Age was to return again 
from Heaven ; and Fraud and Violence was to 
be no more. This is theSubied-of Aat Eclogue, 
of which the ufual Title is PbIUo* In this cde- 
brated Poem, the Author, with gteat Delicac^r^ 
at the fame time pays his Court to both the Chiefe, 
to his Patron PaHioy to O^aviffy and to the unborn 
Infant. It is dedicated to the great PoUie by 
Name, who was at that t?me Conful : And there- 
fore we are fure of the Date of this Eclogue, sip 
it is known that he enjoyed that high Office in 
the Year of Rome 714. 

In Ae Year of Rome 715, P^AV, who was now 
In high Favour with Auguflus^ matched againft, 
ted fubdued the Parthini. During this Expedi- 
tion, ^m/ addrefled to him one of hid moft 
l>eautiful Eclogues, the Pharmaceutriay an Imi- 
tation of one with the fame Tide in Theocritus. 
Catrou groundlefely imagines Augujiu$ to be the 
Perfon intended by the fine Compliment at the 
Beginning, becaufe this Prince attempted to write 
a &rama called Jjax^ in imitation o£ Sofboeks. 
Pollio*s Chaira£ter wasoneofthe m^ illuftrfouA 
that ever adorned Rome ; he was Matter of many 
various Accompli&mentSj that ftMom Ibine to- 
gether 
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gedier in one Perfon ; was a Ikilfui tnd fucceft* Jf 
ful,General ; 

Cui iauru/s ^etemes h$mref 
Dahnaiico peferit triumpjn ^ 

was an admirable Hiftorian^^rator, and Poet; 
Haraci joins with Vtrgil in bearing Teftimony to 
the Excellence of the Tragedies he wrote, QM. u 
Book 2. 

Patdum fivers nutfa tragedia 
Dejh tbeatris ; mox uhipMicms 
R^s m-Jinarisy grmnie muntu 
Cecrofto rifetes cothurm* 

In which Ode one cannot forbear obferving that 
the Poet, confcious of the Dignity of the Perfon 
he wa$ writing to, has exerted his Genius, and 
wanned his Fancy, and has given us finne of the 
moft fpirited and fublime Images that are to be 
found in his Works : 

. yam nunc minaci murmure comuum 
Ptrftringis aures ; jam Mtui ftrepma ? 
Jam^fwigw armormm fitgac9$ 
ftrret equos eqmtumque vulius $ 
AuMre magnos J4un videor ducts 
N^n indec9ro fitilven JtatSdos / 

Po^o was likewife the firft who crefied a pub- 
lic Library at Kome^ adorned with curious Bufto's 
of the moft celebrated Writers. He had a moft 
delicate Tafte for the fine Arts, particularly Archi- 
te^ure and Sculpture : Pliny tells us, that fodne 

of 
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of the capital Pieces of the moft exquifite Gn^ 
€ian Artifts were in his Colleftion ; particularly, 
a SHenuSj a Neptune^ ani Jpolloj and feme Bac^ 
dtanalian Nymphs^ all by Praxiteles i which are 
particularly roei^^k^ped in the fifth Chapter of the 
thirty-fixth BoS of his Natural Hiftory. It was 
none of the fmaukl; Honours Firgit met withr to 
be prote^ed and efteemed by this all-accompliifi«d 
Courtier. 

. In the laft Eclogue our Author compofed^. he 
introduces his Friend Cornelius Gallusy lying dif- 
eonfolately under a Mountain in ^ci?^£^, bitterly 
bewailing the Inconftancy of his Miftrefs, and 
furrounded by all the rural Gods, said by Apollo 
himfelf, who come to fympathize with him in his > 
Grief, and endeavour to adminifter Comfort to 
iiim. He had before paid Gallus a high CompH- 
ment in his Silenusy reprefenting him wandering 
on the Banks QiPermejfusy and met by one of the 
Mufes^ who leads him to the Aonian Mountains, . 
whece.tbe whole Ailembly of Gods and Poets 
jifes up to greet his Approach, and £/»2/j gives > 
him the Pipe of old Hejiod :. 



,^mlmt iUefolehaV 



Cant undo rigidas dedueete montibus omofi 

Gallus was greatly beloved hy Augujhis^ who ad-- 
vanced him from alow Condition into the higheft' 
Pofl^« But being afterwards made Governor of 
Egyptyht fell into av debauched^ and luxurious > 
Life, abufed the Emperor, in Kis Cups, and ereflb- 
ed Statues of himfelf throughout the Province ; 
for which, and other Mlfdemeanors, being baniffi- 
ed by AuguJJuSy\i^k\\ upon his own Swordi in an 

Agony. 
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AgOAv of Grief and Defpair. Donatus relates 
that yirgil was fo fond * of this Gallusj that the 
fourth Georgic^ from the Middle to theEnd, was 
filled ^ith h>s Prairfes ; and that he afterwards 
changed this Part into the Story of Jri/iausy at 
the Command of Auguftuu But Ruaus juftly 
queftions the Truth of this Story. He obferves 
that the Story of Jriflaus is fa well connected with 
the Culture of the &ees,, that it does not feem to 
have been ftuck in> but to. rHe naturally from, the 
Subje<3:, and to have been a firft Thought ; that 
it is not probable, that Virgil would beftow fo 
large a Part of his Work in the Praife of Gallusj 
when he had given but a few Lines to Macenat 
himfelfy to whom he dedicated the whole Poem : 
and laftly, that Auguftm himfelf, according to 
Suetonius^ lamented the Death of Gallus; and 
therefore cannot be thought fo injurious to hia 
Memory, at to envy him fome empty Praife. 

Tfausswe fee Firgil employed the very earlieft 
£flR>rts of his Mufe, at a Time, i^n other Poets, 

When pure Defcrtptioii hirids the Place of Senfe» - 

to ufeful and prudent Purpofes^ to conciliate the 
Countenance of the Great, to relieve' the Dif- 
treiTes of himfelf and his Family, to commemorate 
his Benefactors,, to gain the Favour and Friend* 
ihip of thofe by whom it was Honour and Hap* 
pinefs to be beloved.. 

And now being in bis 34th Year, he retired to. a 
delightful and convenient Privacy at Naples^ and 
laid the Plan of his inimitable Georgics : which 
be undertook at the earneft Entreaties of that 
wife and able ji^nifter, Maanas : not to rival 

and 



1 



ft The Life of VIRGIL. 

and excd Hefiad^ as he had lately done Theocritus^ 
but on a ttoble political Motive, and to promote 
the Welfare of his Country. Great was the De- 
folation occafioned by the Continuance and Cruel* 
ty of the Civil Wars : Itah was almoft depopu- 
lated ; the Lands were uncuiivated abd unftocked; 
1 Famine and Infurre<3ion enfued ; AuguJIus him- 
felf hardly eicaped being ftoned by the enraged 
Populace, who attributed this CalaT^ity to hi^ 
Ambition. This beft and wifeft Minifter there- 
fore, Maanas^ refolved if poffible to revive the 
decayed Spirit of Hu(bandry ; to introduce aTafte 
for Cultivation ; to make rural Improvements a 
fa(hionable Amufement of the Great. What 
Method fo likely to eflFeA this, as to recommend 
Agriculture with all the infinuating Charms of 
Poetry ? Virgil fully anfwered the Expeftations of 
his polite Patron; for the Georgics contain all 
thofe mafterly Beauties that might be expe£^ed 
from an exalted GeniuF, whofe Judgment and 
Ifttagination were in full Vigour and Maturity^ 
and who had Leifure to give the laft Polifh ana 
Perfeftion toltiis incomparable WoAm«nfiitp. 

As to MacmaWm Chara£ter, tho' 4 bad Writer 
bimfdtf, foftd of far-fetch'd Metaphors and an 
affected Stile, yet was he indifputably the kindeft 
Patron the Mufes ever found, in any Age or 
Country. Paterculus has given us a rortrait of 
him, painted with his ufual Elegance and £x- 
preflivenefs. Urbis cuflodlis priepojitus C. Macenas^ 
0queJIri fed JpleTtdido genere natus: vir^ ubi res v/- 
giliam exigerety Jane eocfomnis^ frovidens atque agendi 
fiiens \ firmd vero altquid ex negotio remitti polity 
oiio ac moUitiis pitni ultra fosnunam fluens : non minus 
Agrippu Cafari earus^ fed miniis k^mratus ; quippe 

vixii 
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vixii axgu/io clavo pane continim ; ne^ mimra cdftfi^ 
qui potuitj fed non tarn conciepivit. Even the ad- 
mired Auguftm was deeply indebted to this Fa- 
vourite, for guiding his Tafte and forming his 
Manners. *Twas he who introduced the roets 
to his Court; infpired him widi a Relifli for po- 
lite Learning ; convinced him of the Importance 
of having his Charader handed down to Poftcritv 
in an austable Light by the beft Writers of his 
Age» and of having bis Statue made by none but 
a Lyjippus. That the Emperor wanted fuch a 
MsUfter to. foften and poli(h his Temper and 
£^aviour, is fufficiently teftified by Suetenius 
and other Authors, who tell us of hi$ natural 
hofvc of amphitheatrical Spe£^cles, and other 
barbarous Entertainments, Httle accommodated 
to the Intereft of the Mufes* Hofoacej in his art- 
ful and concealed manner, frequently glances at 
this; in many Paflfages of the celebrated Epiftle 
in hfc £econd Book. And Dicn Cafftus in par- 
ticular relates the frank Treatment which this 
Pxtn^ received from bis Friend Macenas ; who 
was foffced to draw him from his bloody Tribiind 
and murderous Delight, with the Reproach of 

Surge viero tandem f cetrnifexl 

. I cannot forbear adding a little ReAe£Hon, 
which may fcrve, among others, to convince us 
:of the great Powerfulnefs of Poetry ; which i», 
that we ihould have entertained a far different 
Notion of Augufiuiy who was in reality a cool, 
a cruel and fubtle Tyrant, and the Perfon who 
gave the laft Wound to expiring Liberty, \i Virgil 
and Horace YiZ^TiQt io highly c^brated him, a(id 

,^ained 
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;ained us as it were over to his Party. But per* 
ips the ReflecSlion does^ not much-Honour to thefe 
two Poets. 

We are at laft arrived to the Period of Time 
when Virgil began writing his ^Eneid, in the 
Year of Rome 714, when he himfelf was forty- 
five Years old. His Defign in writing it has been 
very lately fo excellently explained by. a Mafter 
of Glaffical Learning, with eaual Judgment and 
Tafte, that it would be ukjuii not to quote his 
own Words. 

^' Virgil is faid to have begun this Poem the 
very Year that Augufns was freed from his great 
Rival Antony: the Government of the Rotnan%m^ 
pire was to be wholly in him : and tho' he chofe 
Co be called theic Father ^ he was, in everything 
but the Name, their King. "* This monarchic^ 
Form of Government muft naturally be apt to 
difpleafe the People. Virgil feems to have laid 
the Plan of his Poem to reconcile them to it. 
He takes Advantage of their religious Turn, and 
of fome old Prophecies that muft have bven very 
flattering to the i^^m^Tn People, as promifing them 
the Empire of the whole World. He weaves 
this in with the moft probable Account of their 
Origin ; that of their being defcended from the 
Trojans. To be a little more particular 5 VirgiP 
in his iEneid (hews, that Mnem was called mto 
their Country by the exprefs Order of the Godsr. 
N,B^ This is. marked very ftrongly throughotif 
all the firft Part of the ^neid. 1 he very Night 
^roy is burnt, Mneas is ordered to go and build a 
City in Italy^ and to carry his Gods to it, by the 
Spirits of He£for and Creufa : Ca^ndra had fore- 
told the fame frequently before: ^n« iii. ver. 185. 

Nunc 
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Nunc repeH b^c generi pwrttndere dtbita ^firp, 
Et/^fe Htjp€riamy f^epe ItaU regna nf^atre* 

Jpollo orders the fame ; 4 



tAntiquam ixquiriti matrem : 



Hic dotkus ^ne^e cun&is dffmnabitur 9rh ; 

Et nati natorum V qui nafcentur ah ilHs, 

Mn, Hi. vcr. 98. 

And his Domeftic Gods, more exprefsly; ./En. 
iii. ver. 167. The fame Orders are given to 
Mneas whilft at Carthagi^ by the Spirit of his de- 
parted Father 5 ^n. iv. ver. 351. And laftly, by 
the great Meflenger of the Chief of all their 
Gods ; 

^fcanivm furgenttm IS Jpes haredis Tuli 

Rejpice ; cui regnum Italia Romanaqui tellut 

Deientur ■■ 

iEn. iv. ver. 275. 

He fhews likewife that he was made King of it 
by the Will of Heaven^ and by all the human 
Rights that could be. Viz. he has an heredi- 
tary Claim from Dardanus and Jajius^ JEn* iii. 
ver. 168. — He has a Right by Conqueft,.£n. xiL 
ver. I. — He has a Right by Compact, iEn. xii. 
vcr. 175 to 225. — And he has a Right by marry- 
ing the only Daughter of the then King, Mn. 
xii. ver. 937. and lEn. vii. ver. 50—52. He 
Ihews likewife that .there was an uninterrupted 
Succeillon of Kin^s. from him to Romulus ', that 

kis 
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his Heirs were to reign there for ever 5 and that 
the fi.90kms under them were to obtain the Mo- 
narchy of the World. It appears from Vtrgily 
and the other Roman Writers, that Julius Cafar 
was of this royal Race ; and that Augujius was. 
his fole Heir. The natural Refult of all this 1$, 
that the Promifes made to ^^ Roman Pea{Je, in 
and through this Race, terminating in Augtfflus ; 
the Romansj if they would obey the Gods, and 
be Matters of the World, were to yield Obe- 
dience to the new Eftablifliment under that Prince. 
As odd a Scheme as this may feem now, it. ia 
fcarce fo odd as that of fome People among us, 
who perfuaded themfelves that an abfolute Obe- 
dience was owing to our Kiiigs, on their fuppofed 
Defcent from fome unknown Patriarch. And 
yet that had its EfFe<9: with many about a Century- 
ago \ and feems not to have quite loft all its In- 
fluence, even in our Remembrance. However 
that be, I think it appears plain enough that the 
two great Points aim«d at by Virgil in his ^neid, 
were to maintain their old religious T^icts $ and 
to fupport the new Form of Government, in the 
Family of the Cafars. That Poem therefore may 
very well be cormdered as a Work merely politi- 
cal. If this was the Cafe, Virgil was not fo high- 
ly encouraged by Auguftm and Mactnas for no- 
things To fpeak a little more plainly ; he wrote 
in tiieService of the new Ufurpation on the State; 
and all that can be offered in Vindication of him 
in this Light is, that the Ufurper he wrote for 
was grown a tame one \ and that the Temper 
and Bent of their Conftitution was fuch, that the 
Reins of Government muft have fallen into the 
Hands: of iimie onePearfoa or another 1 and might 

pro- 
3 
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probably, on a new Revolution, have failen into 

the Hands of fome oiie leis mild and indulgent, 
than Augt^m was at the Time when Virgil wrote 
this Poem in his Service. But whatever may 
be faid of his Re^fons for writing it, the Poem 
itfelf has been highly applauded in all Ages, 
from its firft Appearance to this Day; and tho* 
left uniinifhed by its Author, has been always 
reckoned as much fuperior to all other Epic Poems 
among the Romansy as Homer^s is among the 
Greeks. It preferves more to us of the Religion 
of the Romans J than all the other Latin Poets (ex- 
cepting only Ovid) put together : and gives us 
the Forms and Appearance^ of their Deities as 
ftrongly, as if we had (o many Pidures of them 
preferved to us, done by fome of the beft Hands 
in the Auguftan Age. It is remarkable that he is 
commended by fome of the Ancients themfelves,. 
for the Strength of his Imagination, as to* this 
Particular \ tho' in general that is not bis Chsrac«. 
ter, fo much as Exadlnefs. He was certainly the 
moft correft Poet, even of his Time 5 in which all 
falfe Thoughts and idle Ornaments in writing 
were difcouraged : And it is as certain, that there 
is .but little of Invention in his i^neid ; much 
lefs, I believe, than is generally imagined. Al- 
moft all the little Fa£^s in it are built on Hiftory : 
and even as to particular Lines, no one perhaps- 
cver borrowed more from the Poets that preceded 
him, than he did. He goes fo far back as to old 
Ennius \ and often inferts whole Verfes from him, 
and fame other of their earlieft Writers. The 
Obfoletenefs of th^ir Stile did not hinder him 
much in this : for he was a particular Lover of 
their old Language ; and no doubt inferted many 
more .antic^uated W.ortfs iti .bis Poem than we 
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f:an difcover at pfcfent. Judgment is his diftin- 
ffuifhing CharaiSler ; and his? great Excellence con- 
hfted in chufing and ranging Things aright. 
Wkatever he borrowed he had the Skill of ma- 
king his own ; by weaving it fo well into his 
Work, that it looks all of a piece : even thofe 
Parts of his Poem, where this may be moft prac- 
tifed, refembling a fine Piece of Mofaic ; in which 
all the Parts, though of fuch different Marbles, 
unite together ; and the rarious Shades and Co- 
lours are fo artfully difpofed, as to melt off infen- 
fibly into one another." 

Pofymetisj Diah 2* pai* i8* 

An Event happened about this Time too re- 
marka,ble to be omitted f. Auguflus^ either cloyed 
with Glory, or terrified by the Example of his 
Predecefibr, or to gain the Credit of Moderation 
with the People, or poffibly to feel the Pulfe of his 
Friends, deliberated whether he fhould retain the 
Sovereign Power, or reftore the Commonwealth. 
Jgrippa^ who was a very honeft Man, but whofe 
View was of no great Extent, advifed him to the 
latter: hxxtMacenas^ who had thoroughly ftudied 
his Matter's Temper, in an eloquent Oration, 
gave contrary Advice. That Emperor was too po- 
litic to commit theOverfight oi Cromwell^ \xi a De- 
liberation fomething^ refembling this. Cromwell 
had always been defirous of the Power, as he was 
afterwards of the Title of King ; but by a too ve- 
i)ement. Allegation of Arguments, againft it, he, 
who had outwitted every body befides, at laft out- 
witted himfelf, by too deep Diffimulation : for 

his' 

t See the Author of /Vr^/Z'sLife^ prefixed to Drj* 
4ut% Tranflation^ 
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his Council, thinking to make their Court by af- 
fenting to his Judgment, voted unanimouflv for 
him againft his Inclination, nvhich furprized and 
troubled him to fuch a Degree, that as loon as he 
got into his Coach he fell into a Swoon. But 
Cafar knew his People better ; and his Council 
\ bemg thus divided, he alked VirgiFs Advice. 
Thus a Poet had the Honour of determining the 
grcateft Point that ever was in Debate, betwixt 
the Son-in-law, and Favourite of Cafar. Virgil 
delivered his Opinion in Word^ to this £ffe£l : 
The Change of a popular into an abfolute Go* 
vernment, has generally been of very ill Confe- 
<}uence ; for betwixt the Hatred of the People^ and 
Xnjuftice of the Prince, it of Necefiity comes t<^ 
pafs that they live in Dillruft and mutual Appre-^ 
I henfiod* But if the Commons knew a juft rer« 
i fon, whom they entire! v confide4 in, it would be 
I jfoT the Advantage of all Parties that, fuch a one 
fliould be their Sovereign, Wherefore if you 
fhall continue to adminifter Juftice impartially, as 
hithe^o you have done, your Power ^^ill prove fafe 
to yourielf, and beneficial to Mankind. This 
excellent Sentence, which feemj$. t^lcen out of 
/*te«, (with whofe Writings the Grammarians 
were not muc^ acquainted, and therefore cannot 
reafonably be iufpeded of Forgery in this Matter) 
contains the true Stat;e of ASi^irs 4t that Time: 
N For the Commonwealth Maxims were now no 
longer pradlicable ; the Romans had only the 
Haughtinefs of the old Commonwealth left, with- 
out one of its Virtues. And this Sentence we' 
find, almoft in the fame Words, in the firft Q ook 
of the ^neis, which at this Time he was wri<* 
ting ; and oi)^ might wonder that nQW of th^ 
Vox. I. C 
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Commentatois hare taken Notice of it. He com- 
pares a Tempeft to a popular Infurre^ion, as 6Y- . 
tkro had compared a Sedition to a Stonnalittlo be* . 
fore. 

jicveluti magno tnpopuh cUmffpe fo&rta efi 
Stdiih^ /^'vitfue animis ifftotile 'uulgus^ 
Jamque faces ^ ac/axa 'volanty furor arma mimftrat ' 
l^um fUtate grahtem^ ^ meritis ft forte 'uirum quettt 
Confpexere^ JUmu mreSifjue aurihus eufftoMt : 
Ille regit diSis emifms^ IS feSora muket. 

Augtt/bis was eagerly defirous to perufc the Poem 
2te far as it had been carried j he entreated Plrgii 
to communiGatc it to him by feyeral Letters in the 
warmeft Mannen -MacfUhius in the firft Book of 
his Saturnalia^ has prcferved to us one of VirgiVs 
Anfwers to the Emperor j Ego verofrequentius a te : 
litter as accipio ■ 'Be MMea quidem me9<, ft mehercide 
jam dignum auribus haberem tuisy Uhenter mitterem* 
Sed tantainchoata res efi^ ut fane vith mentis tanium 
opus ingress mihi videor ; cum proffertim tit fa\ 
alia quoqtte- Jludia ad id opus^ multeque potior a im- 
partiar, 

Prevaited on at laft by thcfe Importunities, f?r- 
gil recited (and 'tis remarkable that he read his 
vcrfes -w^h a wonderful SWeetnefe and Propriety) 
l9ie fixth Book to Juguflus ^ and his Sifler OSfavia^ 
who had juft loft her Son MarceUus^ the Darling 
of Remey and the adopted Son of Augufius^ would 
needs be one of the Audience to alleviate and di- 
vert her Sorrow. Let us indulge a Thought that . 
is naturally pleafing, for a Moment ! Virgil^ read- 
ing the fineft Part of the £neiil to Uie Lord of the- 

whofe 
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Vrhole Earth, attended by his Sifter, and perhaps 
Aiiscenasy Hwace^ and- otbfr Favourites \ He had 
ftrtfulty infcrted thiat %eautifiil Lamentation for the 
Death of fp^iXL% ManeUuH beginning with, 

O note ingentem luSum ne qu^en tuorum ■ 
but fuppreiTed his Name till he came to the Line^ 

Tu Marcellus eris ; ■ ' " ■ 

, upon hearing ^hkh Oiiawd could belr no more^ 

but, fuddenly ftruck with Sujcprize and Sorrow, 

I fainted away^ When (he recovered, (he made the 

j Poet a Prelent of ten Sefterces for every Line, 

; . which amounted in the whole to above two hun* 

dred thoufand Pounds Sterling. A Reward equal to* 

OSiavicfs Generofity, and not above Urgil's merit ! 

The ^neid being brought to ConduTion, but 

not to the Perfe<ftioh our Author intended to give 

it ; he refolvcd to travel into Greic^ to corred: and 

to poli(h it atLeifure. It was on his undertaking 

this Voyage, that H«rtflir addr cflled to htm that a^ 

fedionate Ode ^ 

Sic ie Diva potent Cyfrt, 
Sic Fr aires Hiktutf lucida £fiUrA^ 

Vmtommqut r^Mt palttr^ 
OhftriSis aliis fraUr l^ff^^ 

Na*oiSi qtue tibi creditum 
Dihis Virgiliumy Jimhus Atticist 
• R$ddas inc^hmum pr4c^r^ 
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It was during his Stay in Greece^ that, in all 
Probability, he added that iine Introdufkion to his 
third Georgic, one of the fublimeft P^flages in 
all his Works \ the Numbers alfo are particularly 
majeftic ; 

Et *viridi in campo fetnflum de mmrmorf fOHom 

" Propter aquam 

Jn medio mibi Cajar erit^ templumqut tenehit. 
Jlli viffer ego, W Tyrio confpeSius in ojlro^ 
Centum quadrijugos agitaho adfiumma eurrut^ 
Jn fori bus pugnam ex auro/olidoque elephantOp 
Gangaridum faciam, 'vi^orj/que arma ^irini : 
Addam urhes AJus domitas» pnJ/umque Nipbatem 'i 
Fidentemque fugd Parthumj •oerfifque fagittii ;— 
Stabunt &f Parii lapides^ fpirantiafignAy 
AJfaraci proles^ demiffaque oh Jove gentis 
Uimimii Trof qui parens i and Troj^ C^uthiusauBor* 

This Padage contains a niagnificent Allegory, in 
which the Poet intimates, that when he returns 
rom Greece he would perfect and publifh his 
^neid : for this is the fuperb Temple he intends 
to ere<^ in Honour of Augujlus^ 



Monumentum are perennius^ 



RegaUquefitu fyretmidmn -eikius. Hoa. 

The Emperor was the chief Divinity of the Tem- 
ple ; his Anceftors were all to have their Statues 
ereded in it, (that is) were to be the principal Ac- 
tors in the ^neid \ and his Vidorics^ like Baflb 

Relievos^ 
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Relievos, wcfc to ^doril the glorious Work. Ca- 
TRou was the firft who hit of this Interpretation, 
which adds an infinite Beauty to the PaiTage. 

Nature fcems to have thought, that Tor one 
Perfdn to have produced two perfed Poems, 
would have been too great a Portion of Fame and 
Felicity for Humanity to enjoy. Augujius^ re- 
turning victorious from the Eaft, met with Virgil 
at Athent^ who thought himfelf obliged to wait up- 
on the Emperor back to Italy. But he was fud- 
only feized with a fatal Diftemper, which, being 
increafed by the Agitation of the Veflel, he had 
icarce Time to land at Brundufium^ where he died 
on the twentv-fecond Day of Sifi^mtiry in the 
fifty-iecond i ear of his Age. What can give one 
fo high an Opiniotn, both of his Modeft^ and Ge- 
nius, as bis eameftlyrequefti^g on bi*" Death- 
bed, that his iSneid might be burnt,' becaufe it 
had not received his laft CqrreAions and Improve- 
ments.! which, to fpeak ^c Truth, the laft f^ 
Books apparently want. But Mr. Upton js pf 
Opttiioh, that' he (»rdered his Divine Work tpbe 
deuroyed, not becaufe it wanttd Perfodtion as an 
EptcPoeiti, but becattfe it fiattcred.tbe Subverter 
of the Conftttution. 

Tulfy fays fomewhdt feverely, ASuc mminmn 
tdgnffoip04tmnyquiJibinoHoptimu$vid^retur. Tufcul. 
lib. I. I never yet knevoemy^Puty wha did not think 
Inmfelfthe heft of his Profeffnn^ Tlxis Sarcafm can 
be applicable to none but thofe trifling Wits, who 
owe their Complacency to their Indelicacy andln- 
fenfibility. Larger Souls are not fo eafily felf-fa- 
tisfied. iii7^i^// frequemly declared, that in none 
of his Performances he had ever expre&d his No- 
tion of a perfed Beauty* And VirgiV% Behaviour 
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rather puts one in mind of what the fame Tulfy 
fays elfewbere, that in none of his Works or Ora- 
tions, he was able to come up to that high Idea of 
Eloquence he had conceived in his Mind. . Auguf' 
^«f interpofed, and would not fulFer a Poem that 
was to confecrate his Name to Imoiortality, to be 
deftroyed ; it was then bequeathed. to Varius and 
Tuccd'f with a ftfifi Charge that they ihould make 
no Addition^ ; which they fo .exa£lly obferved^ 
as not to fill up even the Hemiflichs which were 
left imperfeft. He died with fuch Steadinefs and 
Tranquillity, as to be able to diiSbte his own Epi- 
taph in the following Words, 

Mamtum mi gimik^ fialtitti rsfnitff tfmt mm 

His Boned were carried t6 Naples^ accocdinft to 
his earneft Re^ueft^ and a Monument wa^ eceded 
lit a fmall Diilan^ frona the City* 

He wa^ of « fwitth^ CompliaaKioay tall of Set* 
tuft like hte Ovm MufaysK^ a fickly ^M delicate 
Conftittttion, iflUAM widi frtouent Head-achs, 
Coughs, and Spittings of BIocrT $ very temperate 
and al>ftemi#u&' in his Dkt^ very regular, fober, 
and ehafte in hii Morals. *Tis afalfeOpinioa^ 
that he was fio^tnlv and ungraceful in his' Habit 
and Perfonf. He was fo baflxful, that he fre« 

quendy 

• . ♦ « ' 

t See the following Pafl^e in Fofymetis, Dial. 2i« 

fag. 325. 

Jtfeems to have been a vulgar Opinion among t^e 
Moderns^ (at leaft. aihong the 9t^diern Commentatorsy 
that Hrgii was a rough-lO^iogs ilovenly Man. To 

• Qveiw 
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^uently ran into the Shops to prevent being gazed 
at in the Streets olRome ; yet (o honoured by the 

Romans^ 

overturn this Opinion* I ^odd not alledgt Vrfim^% 
Gem, which has fi) often been caUed a Head of VitgiU 
both becaafe there is a great deal of Reafon to tionk* 
that it is falfly attributed to him } ^d becade we hAv« 
Pidures of Virgil drawn at full Lei^th» and much lefs 
. to be difputed. What I mean are two Pi^ures^^yilKed- 
before two of his Eclogues, in one ofL^thoffe old Manu- 
icripts of his Works, in the Vatican Library. You fee 
him there reprefented with a fweet, modeft Counte- 
nance, and drefled particularly neat. Thefe Pidtures, 
if you will allow of their Authority, (and I know of no 
other that can pretend to near fo good an one) may 
ferve perhaps to eive us the true Senfe of an Expref- 
fion in Stattusi and to iave a Paflage in Horace from the 
Mifreprefentations of his Commentators* Statius, in 
fpeaking of Vir^iif applies the Epithet of tcrvus to 
him; licence lome have been apt to imagine, that 
Firgil had a ftem or Iber Look. Bat if one ought to 
truft more to this Pidure than to the Commentators, we 
ihenid pe^hai^s \pndedbiad*tha^ fitpseiAoa of hii Wd- 
dngs ranker thinn of hia P«f fonag^, wiih wkkh it will 
by no Means agree : whenea^ tf it be applied to his 
Works, it may fignify the Dignity and Majefly of them, 
which wiUagvee with the Context and the Oocafio^ 
on which Statius ufes that ExpreiSoo, as i^uch as ia the 
oiher Expreflion it would be foreign to both* The Paf^ 
(age I had in my Eye from Horace^ is where that Poet is 
fpeaking of a Man who had fome HttlrFaults, mixed 
with more material Excellencies, which, might well 
enough conceal them, at lead to vfexy ^ood-natured 
Obferver. The Faults or Defers he mentions are, that 
he was a little too paflionate, fomewhat ungenteel in his 
Converfation, and ill-drefled. Here, fay the Com- 
inentators, one fees an Inflance of the fly Way that Ho- 

C 4. r^ce 
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R<fmans^ that coining once into the Theatre, the 
whole Audience rofe out of Refped to him* His 
Voice wzs mufical, and his Elocution marvel* 
loufly proper, and pathetic. He was of^ thought- 
ful and melancholy "Veihper, fpoke little, and 
ioved Retirement and Contemplation, and was an 
Enemy to thofe talkative Im(>ertinents, from which 
po Court (not even that of Augujiui) could be 
free. He had a Heart full of Tendernefsand 
r, and formed for all the delicate Feel- 
ings of Love and Friendihip. His Fortune waa 
not only eafy, but affluent: he had a delightful 
Villa in Skity^ and a fine Houfe and well-furnifli- 
ed Library near Macmas his Gardens on the Efqui* 
Uhc Hill 2xRome. 

But ah 1 M^cnas it yclad in Clay , 
And great Auguflui long ago is dead. 
And all the Worthies Uggea wrapt in Lead^» 
That Matter made far Poets oa to ^lay : 

f^ys an exquifite Poet, who wanted ffich Encou- 
ragement «i ¥irgil met with ; and who adds, in a 
noble ^trtin, that, if be had been encouraged, 

tmti had of toochiBg on the Faults of his heft Friends, 
even whilft he is eoitimendiog them ; and the Friend 
here touched upon they will nave to be VirgiU The 
Lines are as follows : 

lracimd'§r ejlfciu'9\ minms aftus acutis 
Haribus horum bominum : rider* poj/itf i^ quad 
KuJHeim tonfi toga defluit^ & male faxus 
Im fede cakeus hare t ' ^ ^ ^ . 

Hot. Lib. i. Sat. iii. ^2^ 

Thou 
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T^oa ken'ft not, Percjft how the Rhine flioold rage 1 
O thtt my Temples were diilain'd with Wine I 
And girt in Girlonds of white Ivy-twine ! 
How I coald reare the Mufe on ftately Stage, 
And teach her tread aloft in Bufkin fine« 
With queint Bdlona in her Equipage \ 

Sfinftr's Oaober. 

'Juvenal fays finely, that we {hpuM have wanted 
the ftrongeft Paintings, the nobleft Strokes of 
Imagination in all the ^neld, if Virgil had not 
been blefs'd with the Comforts and Conveoiencies 
of Life* 

Magtut fneutis §pus^ mc de kdice pwrandi 
SolUciM^ currus Cff equoi^ faciifque dioritm 
Jfpiceriy H qualis Rutulum confundai Etynnism 
NamJiVirgiliofiur^ l£ toitrabile difii 
. Ho/pitiumt cadtremt pmnti ipc crinibtu hydri^ 

Surda nihil gemirit gravi buccina 

Sat. vii. vcr. 71. 

He ufed to revife his Vei^s with a judicious Se« 
verity, to dictate a great Number of Lines in thq 
Morning, and to fpend the reft of the Day in cor- 
re£ting them, and reducing them to a lefs Num* 
bcr. He compared himfelf to a She-bear which 
licks hef Cubs Into Shape. This was alfo the 
Practice of our great Mibon^ His Behaviour was 
to Benevolent) gtntle, and inofFenfive, that moft 
<^f his cotemporary Poets (even the genus irritabik 
vatum) tho* they envied and maligned each other, 
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agreed in loving and efteeming himJ Yet that 
Age, polite as it was, could have furniflied ftxme 
Heroes for a Dunciad^ a Bavius^ a Mavius^ and 
a CorviUus Picior, who joined in traducing our 
Poet. But as an Equivalent, Horace adarefled 
two Odes to him, ahd frequently tnentions him 
with particular 7 endernefs and £fte€fm. In his 
entertaining Journey to Brundufium^ whither he 
went to m^^t Macenus^ Cocceius^ Capito FonteiuSy 
and other accompliihed Wits, he tells u4, 

Plotius y Variu ^ Sinufffie VirgiUufqut 
Oearrunt ; stnimse^ qualis nt^ cdmdMt^es ; 
Terra tulit, neque queis me fit devinSior alter t 
O qui complexuil^ gaudia quantafuerunt I 
Nil ego CQKtulerim jucundo fanus amico. 

Lib. i. Sat. 5. 

I have often thought what a delightful Evening 
this Clufterof poetic^Triendg niun have fpent at 

Sinuejfa / 

With Regard to the charafteriftical Difference 
between Virgil and Horner^ (on which fo many 
fruitlefs and furious Difputes have been raifed). it 
may with Truth be aft"med, that the former ex-* 
<elled all Mankind in Judgtn^nt, and the latfter in 
Invention. Methiriks the two foets' (^ays Mr* 
Pope) referable the tteroes they celebf-ate ; Hornet 
boundlelb and irrefiftible as .AchilUsy bear^all be* 
fore hipi, and fhines more ani more', as ttie Tu- 
mult increafes : Virgil calmly daring like Mheas^ 
appears unSifturbed in thei^Iidft oF'thb A3i6nj^' 
difpofes all about him> aiid conquers with *Ffan- 
quillity. Of when we Jocik oti their M'ichiries, 
a Honur 
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Homer feems like his own Jupiur in his Terrors, 
ihaking Olympusj fcattering the Lightnings, and 
firing the Heavens: Virgil Yikt the fame Power in 
his Benevolence, counfelling with the Gods, lay- 
ing Plans for Empires, and regularly ordering his 
whole Creation. 

By Way of Conclufion to this Life, I will add 
fbme beautiful Verfes, which I wonder to find 
omitted in all our late Editions ; as their Purity 
and fimple Elegance, mayjuftly induce one to fup* 
pofe they came from the Hand of VirgiL 

Dedicatio ^neidos. 
Ad Venehem. 

Simihi/u/ceptum fuerit decurrere munusy 

O Venus f fides qua coUs Idalias / 
Troius JEtucts Rtmana per eppidadigno 

yam tandem ut tecum carmine *veSus eat ; 
Non ega tbure modo autpaSd tua templa tabelld 

Ornahoy (ff purisfirtaferam manibus ; 
Cemiger bos aries bumiiet IS maxima taunts 

ViSima fiurato tinget odorefocos ; 
Marmoreu/que tibi di'verficbloribus alts 

Interior piSa ft ahit amorfbaretra ; ^ 

A^ O Cytberea / tuus te Cafiir olytt^o, 

Et Surreaiini liHoris or a *vocat. 
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DISSERTATION 

UPON 

Pastoral Poetry. 

MAN U not fo depraved, but .that Reprc- 
fentations of Innocence and TranquillitVt 
are ftill delightful and pleafing to the Mind. Tne 
iirfl Eisplojrmeift of our Forefathers was undoubt- 
edly the tending of Cattle: an Employment 
which Princes and Patriarchs did not oifdain t(X 
undertake, however oppofite it may appear to the 
Refinements of modern Life. This Plainnefs and 
Simplicity of Manners is highly amufmg and cap^* 
tivating to Perfons uncomipted ; and, as Shaii^ 
Aearfzysy unhackney'd inthe Wavs of Men; who 
love to be carried back into that Age of Quiet, of 
Innocence and Virtue, 

What time Dom Jlraham left the ChMn Landf 
And paftur^d on fit>ai verdant Stage to Stage» 
W]&ere Fieldi and Foantains him could beft engage* 
Toil was not then. Of nothing took they heed. 
Bat with wild Beafts the ^ilnjon War to w«ge» 
hsA o'er vaft Plains their Herds and Flocks to feed ; 
Bleft Sons of Natare they, true golden Age indeed 1 

ThomfonV CafiU of InJetimi. 

The 
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ThcLove of the jCouutry is ib ftrong arPaflianj 
that it can hardly be ever obliterated or overcome : 
tho' Bufinefs or Amufements, or criminal Pur- 
fuits, or Conveniences, or Courts, carry Menin- 
to Citifs^ y^ tbey flill contiit«e fond of Fields and 
Foreftsi of Meadows and Rivulets. A very ac- . 
complifli'd Courtier aflures us, that the ftatelieft 
Edifices,, and the fineft Pieces of Archite6hire 
would lofe their Beauty, if rural Obje£b were not 
interperTed among them. 

Nep^e inter 'vofiof nutritur fyhja colwtmas^ . ^ ,. 
Laudaturque dcmus^ hngos qiuf projpicit ^t;oi I ^ S 
Naturam expillmfurid Utmen t{ffue r^ttiltrtt^ .. 

. This 18 owing to th€ fiipcrior Power which tl» 
Works of .Nature hold above thofe of Ar^ to af^ 
fe6i and entertain the Imagination* For altho^ tb^ 
latter may fomfitinies appour ,Tery beautifiil^ or 
even wonderful, yet they can have notfaii^in them 
of that vaftnefs and Immenfity, w&kh afibrd fo 
great an Entertainment to die Mind of the fic-^ 
holder. The one may be s^ polite and ddicale aa 
the other J but can never appear fo auguft and 
magnificent in Uie Defign* Thefe 'is Something 
more b^old aad- miUi:erlyi.m the ron^ cardefs 
Strokes of Nature, than in the niceft To^uches and 
fimbellifliments of Art. For this Reafon is Pafto- 
ral Poetry fo amufing to the Mind : In her fairy 
Region are found, 

Et Jgcura guiest W nefcia falltre ^vita^ 
Dints ofum niariarum : hie Jaiis •tiafundis^ 
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A trii^ Pttftoml) fays Mr. A/^ u ati Imttatioa 
6f theAat^ of a Sbej»herd ; the Form of this 
Imkation i» 4i^mfttk:> <it Atirriitave^ or mixed of 
both ; the Ffible fimple^ Ihe Maimers not too po^ 
litC) Ml- too #iifik : the Thottglm ane pUun^ but 
admit a little Qutcknefs and Paffiois yet that 
&6rt and flowing. The Expreffion humUe, yet 
as pure as the Language wilt allo^i^r \ neat, but 
not florid ; ^fy^ ^jml yet lively* In Ihortt the 
Manners, Thoughts^ and Eiipfeffions, are &1II of 
the greatdft Siitiplkity in Nature. The complete 
Character of this Poem confiib i^Sim|4ictty, Bre* 
vity, and Delicaty \ the twd firft of which render 
an Eclogue natural, and the laft delightful. 

Man^r laboured and tedious Treatffes bodi of 
French and Italian Critics, have been written on 
^e Nature of this kind of Poetry ; but I have not 
been able to find any thing eiri the'Subjcfkfo ratio* 
nal, fb judicious, and yet fo new^ as a little Piece 
very lately publifhed, by an excellent Writer of 
our own Country, in 4 P^er called the Raai« 
BLER, which i^ diertfort iufened in tlus Plao^ 

*TN writing or )a«fging of Paftoral Poetry, nei- 
* J[, th^ the Atttliors or Critics of later Timei* 
feem to have paid fufieient Regard to the Origin 
ja^ts lef\ utt bv Amiqoidr; but have entangled 
tbemfirfvM wm umiecefiary Dificuki^, ai»d ^^ 
l^ilie^ PrilKi^lttli^ vMidi, having 00 
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in the Nature of ThiAgs, are wholly to be rejeft- 
ed from a Species of Compofition in which, above 
all others, mere Nature is to be regarded. 

It is, therefore, neceflfary, to enquire after fome 
more diftm£l and exi&<Sl Id^a of this kind of Wri- 
ting. This may, I think9 be eafUy found in the. 
Paftorals of Virgil \ from whofe Opinion it will not 
appear very fafe to depart, if we conftder that every 
Ad vantatge of Nature, and of Fortune, concurred 
to complete his Productions, that he was born with 
great Accuracy, and Severity of Judgment, en- 
riched with all the Learning of one of the brighteft 
Ages, and embellifbed with the Elegance of the 
Roman Court ; that he employed his Powers rar 
ther in improving, than inventing i that, taking 
Theocritus for his Original, he found Paftoral much 
advanced towards Perfe^ion, if not already per- 
leH J and that having therefore fo great a Rival, 
he mufi have proceeded with uncommon Cau^ 
tion. 

If we fearch the Writings of Virgil^ for the true 
Definition of a Paftoral, it will be found a Poem in 
which any A£fion or PaJKon is reprefentid by its EffeSls 
upon a Country Life. Whatfoever, therefore^ may^ 
according to the common Courfe of Things, hap- 
pen in the Country, may afford a Subjed: for a 
Paftoral Poet. 

In this Definition^ it mil immediately occur, to 
thofe who are veried in the Writings of the mo- 
dern Critics, that there is no Mention of the Gol- 
Jen Age* I cannot indeed eafily difcover why it 
h thought neceflary to jrefer Defcriptionsof a ru- 
jpal State to remote Times, nor can 1 perceive that 
any Writer has confiflently preferved the Arcadian 
Manner and Sentiments. Thfe only Reafon that 

I have 
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t baVe read, on which this Rul« has been found- 
ed, is, that according to theCuftoms of modem 
Life, it is improbable that Shepherds (hould be ca- 
pable of harmonious Numbers, or delicate Sentf- 
ments ; and therefore the Reader muft exalt his 
Ideas of the Paftoral Charafler, by carrying hfs 
Thoughts back to the Age~in which the Care of 
Herds and Flocks was the Employment of the 
wifeft and greateft Men: 

Thefe Reafoners feem to have been led int<> 
their Hjrpothefis, by confidering -Paftoral, not in 
general, as a Reprefentation of rural Nature, and 
confequently as exhibiting the Ideaa and Sentr- 
ments of thofe, whoever they are, to whom the 
Country affords Pleafure oi" Employment ; but 
fimply as a Dialogue, or Narratire of Men ac- 
tuary tending Sheep, and bufied in £ht loweft and 
moft laborious Offices : from whence they vety 
ftadily concluded, fince Characters muft nece^- 
farily be preferved, fhat etther the Sentiments muft 
fink to the Level of the Speakers, or the Speakers 
jnuft be raifed to the Height of the Sentiments. 

In Confequence of thefe original Errors,, a 
thbufand Precepts have been given, which have 
only contributed to perplex and to confound. 
Some have thought it necefTary that the knagr- 
nary Manners of the Golden Age fhould be uni- 
verfally preferved, and have therefore believed, 
that nothing more could be admitted in Paftoral, 
than Lilies and Rofes, and Rocks and Streams, 
among which are heard the gentle Whifpers of ^ 
chafte Fohdnefs^ or the foft Complaints of amou 
rous Impatience. In Paftoral, as in other Wri- 
tings, Chaftity of Sentiment ought doubtlefs to 
be obferved, and Purity of Manners to be repre- 
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fented; not b^caufe the Poet is confined to the 
Images of the Golden Age, but becaufe, having 
the Subje£i: in his own Choice, he ought always 
.to confult the Intereft of Virtue. 

Yet, thefe Advocates for the Golden Age lay 
down other Principles, not vciy confiftent widi 
their general Plan ; for they tell us, that, to fup- 
port the Character of the Shepherd, it is proper 
that all Refinement fhould be avoided, and that 
/ome flight Inftances of Ignorance fhould be in- 
terfperfed. Thus the Shepherd, in Virgil is fup- 
pofed to hare foi^got the Name of jlnaximander^ 
and in Pope the Term Z^aci^ is too bard for a 
ruftic Appjehenfi<Mif B^ furely, if we place 
our Shepherds in their primitive Condition, we 
may give them Learning among their other Qua* 
lificatioos ; jind if we lufFer them to allude at all 
to Things of later Exiftence, which, perhaps^ 
cannpt with any great Prc^iety be allowed, there 
<Uk be Q» Danger of making tbem fpeak with top 
much Accuracy^ fince they coA^crfel with Di^ 
nities, and traa^itt^d to fucoeeding A^ the Aits 
of Life* 

Other Wrkers, having ike mttm and ddpica* 

ble Condition of a Shepherd always before them^ 

conceive it neceiTary to degrade the Lamgus^ of 

.Paftoral, by obfolete Terms and ruftic Words; 

which they very learnedly call Dmc^ without re^ 

fle£ling, tihat they thus become Authors of a 

mingled X)iale£l, wfhich no human Being ever 

could have fpoken ; that they may as well refine 

the Speech, as the Sentiments of their Perfonages ; 

and that none of the Inconflftencies which they en* 

deavoiur to avoid,- is greater than that of ioinii^ 

J£kgance of Thought with Coarlenefs of Diction. 

, I Spenfer 
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Spenfer begins one of his Paftorals whfi ftudied 
Barbarity, 

Diggdti DariV^ / hid bar Gotd-day : 
Or, Oiggon Ber iV, w Imffitf* 

I^g. K/r naas hit *wbiU it wms Doj^^ligb^t 
Bui now her is a moft tvretchid Wight, 

--Wbat* will the Reader imagine to be the Subieft 
-on which Speakers like thefe exercife their £lo* 
qu^ce? Will he not be ibmewhac di<appointed» 
when he finds them met together to condemn the 
Corrtiipti^ns bf the Church of Reme f Siirelv, at 
'the 4»ne lime diat a Shepherd learns Theoto^, 
4ie maygaih fome Acquaintance with his nativt 
Lriing^ge. 

Pdftoral admits of all Raaki of Perfons, be- 
pufe Perfons df all Roiiks iiriubit the Country, 
it eixd^rfei not) tliQtefdie, on uocouAt of the 
•CRiMd^rs tieoelrarf to te introducnK any Eieta- 

are ithpfoMT) whkk) nor <awifig riwir Otig;inal 
Id nirai Obj4»6hi, avenotpaitorkiL SuckiadMEx^ 
claf<ri^i6ft in Vit^ili 

-' }^me fih fMfii AaMfy iurk U emtOmt iJhm 
I/mar us t aut J^hod^Jie, aut extremi GarMMftt^s^ 
)9e^£tfmis Mjtrtftuerm ratfonpditht tittrtt. 

>rhich ^ope endeavbuting to copy, was carrfed to 
ftiH greater Imptopri^tyi 

1 know thee,' Love, vt^ild as tlie taging Mam, 
Moi-e fierce than Tygersim the lyhian Bbin, - • 

Thoo 



44 ^ Differ{atimitp$n PAsroRAt P^iETKY- 
Thou wert from Etna*^ borning Emrails torn. 
Begot in Tempeib, and in Thunders born ! 

Sentiments like thefe, a^ they have no Ground in 
Nature/are indeed of little Value in any Poem, 
but inPaftoral they are particukrly liable to Cen- 
fura, becaufe they ar^ more proper for tragit ar 
heroic Writings. 

Paftoral being the Reprefentation of an A^fion &r 
Pajion, hy its EffiSft upin a Country Life^ has no- 
thing peculiar but its Confinement to rural Ima>- 
gery, without which it ceafesto be Paftoral* This 
is its true Chara&eriftic, and this it cannot lofe by 
any Dignity of Sentiment, or Beauty of DitSiion. 
The Pollh of f^irgil^ with all its Elevation, is a 
Compofltion truly Bucolic, though rejeSed by the 
Critics ; for all the Images are either taken from 
the Countiy, or from the Religion^ of the Age 
commoii to all Parts of the Empire*^ 
^ The Silinus is ikideed of a moredifputable Kindt 
becaufe though the Scene lies in the Couatry, 
the Song being rcUgioti» And hiflorical, had beefi 
no lefs adapted to aay oth^ Audience or P)ace : 
Neithei: can it well be defended as a Fiftion^ for 
the Introduction of a God feems to imply the Golr 
den Age, and yet he alludes to many fubfequent 
Tranfa£lions, and mentions Gi^us the Poet's Co« 
temporary* 

It feems neceflary, to the Perfection of this 
Poem, that the Occafion which is fuppofed to 
produce it, be at leaft not inconfiftent with a 
Country Life, or lefs likely to intereft thofe wh0 
have retired into Places of Solitude and Quiet, 
than the more buly Part of Mankind. It is there- 
fore improper to giv« the Title of a Paftoral to 

Yerfesy 
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Verfcs, in which the Speakecs, after the flight 
Mention of their Flocks, fall to Complaints of 
Errors in the Church, and Corruptions in the 
Government, or to Lamentations of the Death of 
feme illuftrious Parlbn, whom when once the 
Poet has called a Shepherd, he has no longer any 
Labour upon his Han(b, but can make the Clouds 
weep, and Lilies wither, and the Sheep hangtheir 
Heaa9> without Art or Learning, Genius or 
Studjr. 

It is Part of Clau£ari% CharaAer of his Ruftic, 
that he computes his Tinie not by the Succeffion 
of Confuls, but of Harvefts. Thofe who pafs 
their Days^ in Retreats dtftant from the Theatres 
of Buiine£s, are always leaft likely to hurry tbeir 
Imaginations with public Affairs. 
' The Facility of treating Anions or Events in 
the Paftoral Stile has incited many Writers, from 
whom more Judgment might have been expeAed, 
to put the Sorrow or the Joy which the OccafioH 
required into the Mouth of Dapbm or of Thyrfis ; 
and as one Abfuntity mttft nat«raUy be expelled 
to -make way for another, ^biij have wrttten with 
an utter Difregard botb of Life and Nature, and 
filled their Productions with mythological AUu* 
fions, with incredible Fidions, and with Senti* 
fients which neither Paffion norReafon could have 
dictated, fmce the Change which Religion has 
made in the whole Syftem of the World. 

Thus far the learned and judicious Mr. John- 
son. 

If I migbr now venture to fpeak of the Merits 
of the fevoTsU Paftoral Writers, I would fay, that 
in TbiKritm we are charmed ,wich t^ certain Sweet- 

nefs, 
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nefs^ a romantic lUifticity aii4 WUdnefsy height-^- 
ened by the I)ori£ Dialei^^ tl^at are almoft in-*^ 
imitable% 'Tis wortk remarking, that be. hath 
borrowed many beautiful im;iges from tiie moli 
exquifite Paftoral .now extant, I mean the Soog. of 
Solomon i which he probably bad read with Plea-< 
fure. m the Grui TranlUtion of the Seventy' 
Iotez:pf)?t(Qr$, who were his Cc^emporaries in the 
^ite. Qppjt of Ptolomy^ Several of his Piecfta 
indicate a Geniusof a higher Clafs, far fuperior to 
Paftoral, and equal to the fublimeft Species ot 
Poetry : fuch are partlctiiarlj, his Panegyric on 
PtcUrny^ the fight between ^mjf^ui and PoUuXf the, 
£pi^i^apiuin,of .Hi?&ff,';tbe^«n^^ the joung 
ArciiUs^ th^;Gr^ oi :H€r€ul£i for Hylas^'Xho. 
Death of Penthet^ .mi the killing the N^meim, 
Lion* Which of tbsfe Compofitions is naoii fpi- 
rited and exalted, 'tis impoifible to determine : and 
I muftiwere apply a nol^e Simil^ of his own, whicl^ 
he uies on a. like Di^iculty, 

nwgfleifm vttfior}^ i^im viAw if ^ flat If 911 .. 
Ti flr^TOK xet7tt\e|ib 5 1^ t*^ ftt/ef* wr^. 

T*he fwcct and pathetic Lamentation of Aiofi^ 
thus on the Death of Bim^ and of Bion on thd 
Death of Adonh^ are Pitces of P^oral Grief, 



y 



ffti^ rtftm 



^dntd parte fiti nt&aris imbuit ; Holt. 

andoWigfeusto' lament the Lofe df thert Works 
with fincere Concern. We know of no other 
Gw*Paftwi*WH<fer* ^ 
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Virgili who comes next to be confidered, has 
excelled his Mafter Theocritus in thefc three Par- 
ticuJ^rs i in Decency, in Delicacy, and in the Va« 
riety of his Subjeds* * . 

We have feven Eclogues. remaining of TtiusCaU- 
purnius^ a Native of Sicifyj who flourished under, 
the Emperor Cams and his Son. Sohie of them 
are prettily fancied, and condu<^d with Jud^ient,^ 
but the Stile favours, of the Barbariim and corrup-. 
'ted Tafte, that long before his Age infefted the 
Roman Poetry* 

Mantuan is full of the moft abfurd Allegories, 
and of Allufions to Chriftianity ridiouloufly mixed 
and blended with the Gods and Cufloms of the 
Heattiens* In one of his Eclogues you have a Ca- 
talogue of all die Virgin Mary*% Holidays } in too^ 
ther an Apparition of the Virgid, who promifes a 
Shepherd, that when he fliall have paiTed his Lifein 
Mount Carnuly (he will convey him to a far more 
delicious Place, and will make him dwell in Hea- 
ven with the Dryades and Hamadryatks^ a Sort of 
new Saints, whom we had. not been accuftomed to 
hear of as Inhabitants of Heaven* 

The Pifcatory Eclogues of Sannazarius deferve 
to be mentioned with Applaufe. I know not why 
the Critics have condemned* him for chufmg Sub-* 
je&s fruitful of new Imagery and Sentiments. 

The jfmintaoi Taffo^ the celebrated Paftoral Co- 
medy of which the Italians boaft fo much, is not 
Aee fiV>m the common Vice of all their Compofi-* 
tions, falfe Thoughts, and gKttering Conciits, ^mte 
contrary to Nature and Truth. Sylvia, feeing the 
Reflexion of her Face in a Fountain, and adorning 
herfelf with Flowers, tells them (he does not wear 
them to mend her Beauty, but to leiTen theirs, and 

difg;-ace 
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dsfgrace them by being placed near her brighter 
Charms. All Critics of a truly clafitcal Tafte^ will 
be difgufted at (\K:h far-fetcVd Prettineffes.^ But the 
Pailocal Pieces of Guarint^ of Bonarellty and Ma^ 
rirwy are infinitely more unnatural and forced, 
crowded to the lall Degree, with little Points of 
Wit, with Epigrammatic Turns, with* afFe£ted 
Conceits, and vnt\i every Inftance of falfe Glitter 
and Omamejit, that ufually dazzle and delight fu- ^ 
perficial Readers, 

The Paftorals of the ingenious F&ntenelle^ are too 
polite and refined in their Sentiments. His Shep- 
herds are all Courtiers ; and are better fuited to 
the Toilettes of Poru, than the Forefb of Arcadia* 
Inftead of ridiculing Theocritus and Firgiiy he had 
better have followed the Precepts of his judicious 
Countryman, the beft Defender, Judge, and Imi- 
tator, of the Ancients ; who gives the following 
Advice to Pafloral Writers : 

Tilie ifu^MMi ietgir*9 auphu huixjtut dtfejte^ 
De/uferhe ruhis ue charge point/a tefltf 
Et/ans meler a Pm" P eclat deJitunaus^ 
CutiilUenvn cban^ trnfinjeiplus beaux wrmemem^^ 
TelUt amiable en fin air^ mats hmmhie dansf^n ftilcp 
^it eclater fans pompe um elegante Lfylk ; 
Son tourjimpk \£ naif n" a rien defaftenxt 
Et n'aime point Vorgeml d*un 'uert prefompuux S 
Jlfait que ce douciwr flote^ chafeiuiUe^ e<veilUt 
Etjammi de grands mots sCepowvanteVoreilU. 

BofLSAU, Vhxi PoetiqtiCt c. 2. 
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ECLOGUE the Firft. . 
ARGUMENT. 

I 

To reward the veteran fcldiers that conquered Bruttis 
and Cajjius at the battle of Pkilippij Augujius difiri-^ 
huttd am&ng/I thfm the lattdsefCrimona and Man- 
tua : Firgil's e/tate was feized armmg the rtfl^ but 
he recovered it by the intcrejl of PoUio^ who warmly 
recommended him to i^e emperor, This eclogue was 
written on this occaJioH out of gratitude to Augujius, 
Some commentators^ fond of allegorical interpreta^ 
tionSy imagine that by the names of the two miflref' 
fes Amaryllis and Galatea^ are meant Rome and 
Mantua 'y hut this iivterpreUition canmt ju/tly he 
Jupftorted. . It has b^n conjeSbtnd', that J^:rgil infi^ 
nuates his old mi^refs Galatea was of^rutus^s party ; 
and his neiv one Amaryllis ofOSiavius^s ; and that 
by changing mijlrejfes he hints at his changing par- 
ties I and in confequence of that j at his leaving Man-^ 
tua^ and going to Rome. 
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VIRGIL. 

ECLOGUE the Firft, 
T I T y R U S. 

Meuba£us» Tityrus. 
Mbliboevs. 

IN beechen fliadesy you Tit'raSi fbetcht aloogi, 
Tune to tlie iknd^r reed your fylvan fong ; 
We leave oar country'^ beondsy our moch^lov^d plaias. 
We from our country fly, iwliappy fwains 1 
You, Tit'ni^, un dM graves at Idfare laid, 9 

Teack Asiaryllft' nm» to every fbade. 

Vcr. a. /^Mi/.] Avena^ fays die original. — The mufica. 
iDftruments ufcd lay ih^plMfds.were at frft made of oat and 
wheat draw ) Uiea of reeds ^d hollow pdpes of box ; after- 
wards of leg bones of cranea, horns of aaimals, metals, &c. 
— Hence they are called avena^ Jiipula, calamus, arundo, 
fftula^ buxujf tibia, comuj aes, &c. ' 

, Et Zephyri ca'va per calamorum fifila primum 
^prefies duuere tawas tnfiare cicutas : 

Says Lucretius, b. 5. ▼. 13 Sx. in a paflage which muft have 
b«e.» of ufe €0 Virgil in poVxQmg th« Latia vcciificatiMW 

-D a 
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TlTYRUS. 

O 'twas a god thefe hkSings, Twain, beflow'd. 

For ftill by me be ihall be deem'd a god ! ~ 

For him the tend'reft of my fieecy breed 

Shall oft in folemn (acrifices bleed. 10 

He gave my oxen, as thoo fee'ft, to ilray. 

And me at eafe my fevVite ftrains to play. 

MSLIBOEUS. 

Nay, mine's not envy,' Twain, but glad furprize; 

O'er all our fields fach fcenes of rapine rife ! 

And lo I fad part'ner of the general care, 15 

Weary and faint I drive my goats aEir, 

While fcarcely this my leading hand faitains, 

Tir'd with the way, and recent from her pains ; 

For mid* yon tangled hazles as we paft. 

On the bare flints her haplefs twins ihe call, 29 

7he hopes and promife of my ruinM fold ! 

Thefe ilis prophetic figns have oft foretold ; 

Oft from yon hollow tree th' lioarfe raven's croak. 

And heavenV quick lightning on my blalled' oak : 

7. ^Tivasagod.l This is pretty high flattery. 06^vii]a 
had not yet received divine honours, virhich were afterwards 
beftowed on bim : but Virgil fpeaks as if he were already 
deified. This was the language of the courtiers of that 

time. 

Prefenti tibi maturas largimur bonores. 

Says Horace. One cannot but recollefl, on reading fuch ibrt 
of paflagesythe words of the fpirited hiftorian ; Igitur *uerjh 
ek^i^atis/iatu, nihil ufquamfrtfci & integri morts : omnis exmt^ 
^tquttUtMtejvJ'afrinctpiia^eSifre, Tacitus, Annah libi x« c« 4* 

3 
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I was blind theft warnings not to fee ! '• ' • 25 
But tell me, Tit'rus, who this god nuy be ? 

TlTYRUS. 

-The city men call Rome, anflcilful clown, 

1 thought refembled this our humble town ; 
Where, Meliboeus, with oar fleecy care. 

We (hepherds to the markets oft repair. 30 

.So like their dams I kidlings wont to call. 

So dogs with whelps compar'd. To great with fmall : 

But ihe o^er other cities lifts her head. 

As lofty cyprefles low flirubs exceed. 

Mbliboeus. 
And what to Rome could Tit'rus' fieps perfuade ? 3^ 

TlTYRUS, 

Twas Freedom call'd ; and I, tho* (low, obey'd. 

She came at lafl^ tho' late ihe bleft my light. 

When age had filver'd o'er my beard with white ; 

But ae'er approached till my revolting breaft 

Had for a new exchanged its wonted guefl : 40 

There Amaryllis reigns ; yet fure 'tis true» 

While Galatea did my foul fubdue, 

27. Tbe city,^ This manner of fpeaking of Rome, has the 
true paftoral nmplicity in it. 

34.. As lofty, '\ Not only different in magnitude, but in kind, 
fay the commentators. 

41. There AmarylUs reigns,"] Some fanciful critics imagine 
that the poet meant Rome by Amaryllis, and Mantua by 
GaJatea. But Ruaeus juftly looks on thefe allegorical inter- 
pretations as trifles, and reje£b them for the following rea- 
ibns. I. A% the poet has twice mentioned Rome exprefsly, 
and by its proper name, in this edoguei what could induce 

him 
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Carelefs I liv*d of freedom and of gain. 

And frequent vidtims thinn'd my folds in vain ; 

Tho* to th' ungrateful town my cheefe I fold* 45 

Yet flill I bore not back th' expedcd gold. 

Meliboeus. 
Oft, Amaryllis, I with wonder heard 
Thy vows to heav'n in foft diftrefs preferred. 
With wonder oft thy lingering fruit* furrey'd ; 
Nor knew for whom the bending branches ilay'd : 59^ 
'Twas Tit'rus was away— for thee detained 
The pinesy the ihrubs, the bubbling fprings cgmplain'd» 

TiTYRUS. 

What conid I do ? where elfe expefb to find 

One glimpfe of freedom, or a god fo kind ? 

There I that youth beheld, for whom Ihal! rifer 55 

Each year my votive incenfe to the ikie8« 



him to call it fbmetinies Romei and fometimes Amaryllj* ? 
%• He diftinguiihcs Galatea from Mantua alfo ; wh^ he 
hytf that whlft foe twas m Aave to QalateR, he lad no pMil 
from the cheefe^ which he made, from that unliappy city* 

• 3. If we adnlit the allegory, that verfc Mtrabar quid moefia 
(deoSf is inextiicable. 4^- Jafervitis hat laid it down as a ruie^ 

X that we are Dot to underibnd any thing in the Bucolics figu- 
ratively, ihat isy attcgoria4iy« 

RuAEVS ai^ Martyn*. 

52. Tbejhruhs.'] The arbupa were large pieces of ground 
planted with elms or other trees, at the diiUnce a>mmouly 
of fof ty feet, to leave roen iw corn to grow between tliein, 
Tbefe trees wrre pruned in Aach a manner, as to iuve for 
fiages to the vines, which were planted near them . The vi nea 
fattened after this manner, were called arhufikfta <viUs» Sa% 
the ia.th chaptei* of Columella </# 4irbo>Hm* 
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TwAs H)«re tins gfweioos m<Wer Mcft'd uune <m. 
Swains feed again your herdt» and yoke yovt Aeeiv. 

MSI/IBO&US. 

Happy old man ! then iUll thy ferine re^orM, 
Enough for thee, (hail blefs thy ffogal board. 60 

What tho' rough ftones the naked foil oVrfpread, 
* Or marfliy bulmfh rear itB^vatry head. 
No foreign food thy teeming ewes (hall fear^ « 
No touch contagious fpread its iafluefice here. 
Happy old man ! he^^ mld'^ caftom'd dreams 65 
And facred firings, you'll fhun-che fearching bca96> 
While from yon iKrillow-f^nce^ thy padoivs' bound, 
The bees that fuck thtk Jlow'ary ftores ttroaiid. 
Shall fvreeily lalogle, with ibe whi^eriag boughs, ^ 
Thek* killing naMnors, and kif k« tefck : 70 

While^from ficep rocks the proner's fong is heard i 
Nor the foft-coohig dove, tky^^fVile bird. 
Mean while ihall ceafe to breathe her melting Arain, 
Nor turtles from th* aerial etm to pluin. « 

TlTYRUS. 

Sooner the dag in fields of air fliall feed, 75 

Seas leave on naked fhores the fcaly breed, 

58. S^wofnt feed.'] The word fubrnttiu irt the orif^rntl 
may mcati the brf etiing the cattle, as well nt yoking oxen. 

61. H^&ai tbo* rough Jlcnes.] The reader of tafte cannot but 
be pleafed with this little landscape, cfpccially as fome critic$ 
think Virgil is here defcribing his own cftate. 'Tis a mit^ 
take to imagine the fpot of ground was bari*en, for we fin(i it 
contained a vineyard and apiary, and good paftttre hml : 
and thefhepherd fays he fupplicd Mantua with riftinrs -and 
cUceies. 

D JL 
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The ParthiAA and the Gennan diaiates change. 
This Arar drink» and that near Tigris range. 
Than e'er, by ftealing time effac'd, fliall part 
His nncb'Iov'd image, frojpi my grateful heart 80 

MiLIBOIVS* 

Bnt we far hence to diftant climes (hall go. 

O'er Afric's burning fands, or Scythia's fnow. 

Where ro«i Oaxis, or where feas embrace. 

Dividing from the world, tfaefiritifh race. 

Ah! ihall I never once again behold, 85 

When many a year in tedious round has rolPd, 

My native feau ? — Ah ! ne'er with raviiht thought ^ 

Gaze on my litde realm^ and turf-built cot ? 

77. 7%/ Partbum,} Thefe images are not fo much in cha- 
ra6^er as thofe in the two preceding lines. They are too re- 
mote for oar fimple ihepherd. 

85. Abf Jhaiil nen)er,'\ By tn in the original, fay the 
commentators, is meant wifMamr^, aliqtumdouif or an un* 
quam. Ruaeus obfervcs that thefe expreflions are in genei^ 
only a bare and cold interrogation, but iiirely in this paflage 
the poet mean« an interrogation joined with an eager defire t 
a fort of languiihing.in Meliboeus after the farms and fields 
he was obliged to leave. We find the fame exprefHon in the 
iame fenfe in the eighth «clogue. 

En erit unquam 
lUe dies,niibi cum liceat tua dicerefaSa ! 

86. Mai^ ayear,^ By f>ofl aliquot jtrij^oj in the original, 
is certainly meant after fome years. It is natural for fhep* 
herds to meafure the years by the harvefts. Arifia is the 
beard of the wheat $ the Roman hufbandmen fow^d only the 
bearded wheat. 

87. Ab! fWerJ^ Thefe fhort and abrupt exclamations are 
very natural, and have quite a dx;amatic air. The image of 
his litlle farm and cottage biing plundered, breaks in upon 

the 
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What ! mail thefe rifing crops barbarians fhare ? 

Thefe well-till'd fields become the fpoils of war ? 9a 

See to what mis'ry difcord drives the Twain ! 

See, for what lords we ipread the teeming grain ! 

Now Meliboeus, now, renew your cares^ 

Go, rank again your vines, and graft your pears : 

Away» my goats, once happy flocks ! away ! 95 

No more ihall I refume the rural lay : 

No more, as in toy verdant cave I lie. 

Shall I behold ye hang from rocks on high : 

No more (hall tend ye, while ye round me browze' 

The trefoil ilowVs, or willow's harfher boughs; ' loo 

TlTYRUS. 

Yet here, this night, at leaft, with me redin'd 

On the green leaves, an humble welcome find ; . 

Ripe apples, chefnuts fbft, my fields afford. 

And cheefe in plenty loads my rural board. 

And fee ! from village-tops the fmoak afcend, 105 

And falling fhades from weflern hills extend. 

the ihephefd, and quite diforders bis mind. The irony in the 
following lioes. 

In/ere nunc, Melibo^iypyrosy 8cc, 
ftroTigly cxpreffes both gprief and indignation. 

97. No more, as in,'] I have fecn in Italy (and on the Va- 
tican hiil near Rome, in particular) a little arch'd cave made 
by the fhepherds of eveir-greens, not high enough to i^and 
in ; there they lie at their eafe to obfei-ve their flocks brow* 
fing. Is it not fuch a fort of cave which is meant here ? 
Firide is not a proper epithet for the infide of a natural cave, 
efpecially for fuch rocky ones as one finds in Italy. Spence. 

104 Cbeefe,'] The Roman peafants ufcd to cafiy the curd 
as foon as it v^as prefied into the towns, or elfe fait it for 
cheefe againft the winter. 

End of the Firft Eclogue, 

D ? 
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ECLOGUE the Second, 



ARGUMENT. 

jtjhepherd defpairlng to gam the affeSihm of a yojitij 
named Alexh^ U here introduced^ uttering tbofs na- 
'iural and hitter complaints^ that difappointed love is 
fo etpt to fuggejf. His fears ^ reproacheSy jeahuJieSj 
and pmns^ are painted in the moft gkwtng colours- 
Jnd none hut per fans who have grofs^ and fenfual^ 
and indelicate winds j can for hear agreeing with Dr. 
Trappy in ohferving ; ** that th^re is no loofe ideOy 
nor one ivimodtjl evpreffim in the tvhole piece ; whicb^ 
means fo more^ than eitljer the piat9ni€ kve of the 
heautieSy hcth of hody and mindy or excefs of friend- 
. Jhi'^'i *^ rather hoth. Experience gives us many in- 
fiances of perfons of the fame fe^y one of whom is 
leloved by the otheTy to an extremity offendnefsy and 
^dwiofi dotage. I dare fay no perfoHy unlefs mon- 
Jiroujly debauched heforehandy andfo being a tempter 
to himfelf (which he may he in reading not only in- 
noceht hut facred things) had ever an ill tl ought 
fuggcjied tn bimy by the reading of this eclogue."' 

Trapjp. 
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ECLOGUE the Second 

« 

ALEXIS. 

YOUNG Corydon with hopclefs love ador!d 
The fair Alexis, fav'rite of his lord. 
Mid' (hades of thickeH beech he pinM alone. 
To the wild woods and mountains made his moan. 
Still day by daty, in incoherent flrains, 5 

*Twas all he could, defpairing told his pafns. 
Wilt thou ne'er pity me, thou cruel youth. 
Unmindful of my verfe, my* vows, and truth ? 
Still, dear Alexis, from my paffion fly ^ * 
•UAheafdand onregafrdedmcftldie? im 

^^ovv Hocks in cooling Ihades avoid the he^ts, 
And the gretn licafd to hi« braltie re^reaiDs, 
Now Theftylis the thyme and garlick ponnds. 
And weary reapers leave rfic fuhry groands, • 
Thee flill I follow o'er the burning plains i ^ 

And join the fhrill Cicada's pkiBflvt firains. 

Vcr. 13. Garlick pounds,"} We are told by Pliny that 
garlick was very much iifed in the country as an excellent 
medicine J Allium ad tnultaj ruris praecifni^, medicamenta 
frodeffe creditur. It muft in Italy \it a very nutritious food 
for huibandmen. 

16. SbrillCicadaJ] I don't know how every body almoft 
in England came to imagine, that the Cicada in the Roman 
writers was the (ame with our grafhopper ; for their chara^crs 
aie (jtifTereirt enough to have ji^ixvented any fuch miilake. The 

Cicada 
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Were it not better calmly to have borne 

Proad Amaryllis* or Menalcas' fcorn ? 

The' he was black, and thou art heavenly fair ? 

How much you trull that beauteoas hae beware ! 20 

The privet's filvcr flow'rs we flill neglefl. 

But dufky hyacinths with care Colled. * 

Thouknow'il not whom thou fcorn'H'-what Ihowy kin^ 

Whatlafcioos milk, what rural fbres are mine ! 

Mine are a thoufand lambs in yonder valesj 25 

My milk in fnmmer's drought, nor winter fails ; 

Nor fweeter to his herds Amphion fung. 

While with his voice Boeotia's mountains rung ; 

Cicada Is what the Italians now call Cicala, and the French 
C'gaU, They make one conftant uniform noife all day long 
io fummev^time, which is cactremely dtiagreeableand tirefomcy 
prticulai'ly in the great heats. Their note is (harp and ihrill 

m the beginning of the fnmmer, but hoarfe and harfh towaids 
the latter part of it. They are fuppoied to feed on the 

' morning dew, and then fuc on fome funny branch of a tree, 
and fing all day long. It is hence that this infe^l is oppofed 
to the ant in/the old ^fopian fables, which is as indurfrious 
and inoffenfive as the other is idle and troublefome. Virgil 
calls the Cicada querulae and rsiucae ; Martial, argutae 2ji^ 
inhumanae* Their note is the more tronblefdrae, becaufe in 
the great heats they fing alone. Any one who has pafled a 
fummer in Italy, or in the fouth of France, will not tliink 
the epithet tnbiimanae too feverc for them. Spence. 

18. Amarjllis,'] Servius informs us, that the true name of 
Amaryllis was Leria,a beautiful girl whom Maecenas gave 
to Virgil, as he alfo did Cebes, Wliom the poet mentions un- 

' der the perfon <A Menalcas. Catfou thinks tliis Itory of 
Servius is a fi^ion : but adds another fi£lion of his own, that 
Home is meant by Amaryllis. 

27. Sung*'] The ancient ihepherds walked before, and called 
tlieir iheep after them. 
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Nor am I fo dcfbrm'd \ myfelf I vietv'd 

On the imooth farface of the glaiTy flood, 50 

By winds UDmov'd, and be that image trae, 

I dread ootDaphnis' charms, the* jodg'd by you. 

O that yott lov'd the fields and (hady grots* 
To dwell witL me in bowers, and lowly cots, . 
To drive the kids to fold, the flags to pierce ; 3^5 

Then ihoold'ft tfaon emulate Pan's Mful verfe. 
Warbling with me in woods ; 'twas mighty Pan 
To join with wax the various reeds began ^; 
Pan, the great god of all cm* fiibje^ plains, 
Proteds and loves the cattle and the fwains ; 4t 

Nor thoa difdain, thy tender rofy lip 
Deep to indent with fuch a matter's pipe. 

ay. Vteuo'd,'] La Cerda has very fiilly vindicated Virgil, 
againft thofe who deny the pofiibiUty of an ima^ bcingp le* 
fle6led by the fea. When it is perfe^y calm it is quite a 
aairrour. 

I don't know whether you have taken notice of a mifcar- 
riage in the moft judicious of all poets. Theocritus makes 
Polypheme fiiy, 

Kac y«p Ohi^ k/' BiJ^^i ix^ KAJtoy, tS< ia% as ^err/. 

Nothing could be better fancied than to make this enormous 
fi>n of Neptune uie the fea for his looking-glafs : but is Virgil 
io happy when his little landman fays, 

Necfum adeo informis : nuper me in littore vUi, 
Cum placidum 'ventis floret mare ? ■ 

Hi« wonderful judgment for once deferted him, or he 

might have retained the fentiment with a flight change in the 

application. Kurd's letter on the marks of imitation* 

41, Rojyltp.l Thej:eis afondnefs in m^Dtipning this cir- 

cumftante 



«i~ THE" ECLOGUES EcL 2, 

To gain that art how much Amynta^ try'df 
Tliis pipe Damoetas gave mc as he dy'd ; 
Seven joints it boafts — Be thine this gift, he laid— 4$ 
Amyntas cnviotis figh'd/ and hang the head*-— 
Befides, two dappled kids, which la^e I tt^'and- 
Deep in a dale with dangerous rocks ainuadr 
For thee I nurfe ; with theTcy O OMiie and play ! 
They drain ^twofwtUing adders e«eiyday.« . 5^0 

Thefe Theftylis hath begg*d, bat begged in viim ; 
Now be they hePs, fince yoo my gilts dt^daiii* . 
Come, beautooas boy ! the n^plu in baikett bring . 
For thee the lovelieft fiHi«a of die fpring ; < 

Behold for thee the neighboring Naiad erops 5^^ 

The violet pale, and poppy's fragrant tops, 
l^arciHas' bods ihe joins with fweet jonquils. 
And mfngles ctnitamon iitkh daffodils ; 

cumihince of his wearing his lip. — This filhila n. itfed to 
this day m the Grecian Iflan^s. The conibac tft^ of play- 
fngon it, 18 making -the Up thi^ a»d callona. Mr, Daw« 
Kins afTiired me he faw ieveral ihepherds with &ch tips. 

45. Joints.'] Servius tells us, that Ci^n/tf means the fpace 
between the two joints of a reed. 

47. iTiI/r.] Thefe wei'e tmdoubeedly wiid ktd%, Hken from 
their proper dam, and not kids which Corydon had idll, and 
now recovered again. Servius fays, kids at iirft have white 
ipots, which alter and lofe their beauty afterwatds. 

SS» The ftymphs in tfofkets brittg,'] Thefe Kaics arc of ai| 
cxquifite beauty, and contain the Iwceteft garland that ever 
was offered by a lover. He concludes this dtfcription of his 
prefents by faying tlMit,Alas! Alexis would not regard any o^ 
his gifts, as he was only a poor niftic, and tlwrt his itval 
Tolas was able to make fa»* richer prefertts. At fhe mention 
of his rlvars name he ftops (hort, and cries, Foal that I am>, 
to put Alexis rn mind of him^«*who will certainty prafer 

tiim 
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With tender hyacmthi of darker dyes. 

The yellow marigold diveritfied. 60 

Thee, widi the downy quince, and chefhats fweet. 

Which once tny AaaxjWk lov'd, 1*11 greet ; 

To gather plonbf of glbfly hoe, w»ll toil ; 

Thefe (hall be honourSi if they gain thy imile. 

Ye myrtles too I'll crop and Terdant bays, 65 

l^reach, ib pkcTd; ^ richer feent conveys. 

O Corydoo, a niftichind thon art ! 

Thy prerent» nc*er will tooch Alexjs' httan \ 

Give all thoircanft, exhaoft thy rural ftore, 

Xolasy thy rich rival offers tiiore ; 7a 

What have I^oke ? betrayM by heedlefs thooght. 

The boar into my cryftal fprfngs have breoght ! 



him to me ! This feeing tq be the tni^ metmrng •f (fttid^ tuofui 
mifere mihi ? tho* feveral commentators give a different ia- 
teipi'etation. The agitation and doubts of a lover's miud 
are finely faintBd in this f^affi^ and the ftieceeding Hne^. 
At laft the fhepherd fetms to come to himfelf a littU) aad 
refledls on the bad condition of his affairs, which his paflign 
has occafioned, famputaia Ubiy Sic. ■ ■ ■ and iin»Hy i^folveft 
to leave the obdurate Alexis, and go in fearch of another 
ob;e6h " , • 

60. Marig(^,'\ Dr. Marty n .has taken great pains to ex- 
plain the true names of the flowers hetc mentioned by Virgfl, 
and from his (kill In botany one. oiay imagine he ina j\inly 
afcertained them. I follow him. 

61 . Chefnutfpweet,'\ There are ftill in Italy, gaidan^s^ in • 
termixt with fruits as well as flowers like that defcribed by 
Virgil in his Eclogues-. I have fecn fomeof thefe carried 
about the ftieets Si FloKnce, the Sunday before Chriftmas^ 
day4- They wore built up in a pyramid of ever- greens ». 
chiefly of bays, and faced with appie«> grapes, and other 
fy«ift8» Sfencb* 

7f • Whai.'\ This icadtng is alter the Vatican oaanufcripi* 

2 
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Wretch tl.at I am ! to the temp«ftootts blail 
O I have gven my bloomiog flowefs to waile ! . 

Whom doft thou fly ? the gods of heaven above, y^ 
And Trojan Paris deignM in woodd to rove ; 
Let PaUas batid, and dwell in lofty towers^ 
Be our delight the fields and (hady bowers : 
Lions the wolves» and wolves the kids purfne* 
The kids fweet thyme — ^and I fttll fbltow you. 80 

Lo ! labouring oxen fpent with toil and heat. 
In loofen'd traoes from the plough retreat* . 
The fan is fcarce above the mountains feea. 
Lengthening the (hadows o'er the dn&y green ;. 
But ftillony bofom feels not evening cool, 85 

Love reigns ancheck'd by time» or boonds^ or role. 
What frenzy* Corydon» invades thy breafl ? 
Thy elms grow wild* iky vineyard lies undreft ; 
No more thy neceflary labours leave* 
Renew thy works* and oiier'-bafkets weave : 90 

If this Alexis treat thee with difdain, 
Thoul't find another* and a kinder fwain. 

77. Pallas is faid to be the inventor of architeflure. 

88. Ebtts.'] The epithet frmdofa has great propriety : 
for Servius fays, here is a double inftance of negle6l; the 
vines are half pruned, and the elms are fuffered to make long 
(hoots. 

9». From Theocritus. 

La Cerda has coUeded with much exa^ne(s, aU the paf- 
fages which Virgil has taken from Theocritus ; their number 
is indeed "very ereat. 

91. If tbtJ Alexis.'] Even when he refolvesto forget the be* 
loved peifon* he fondly repeats the beloved name. Tkapp, 

£nd of the Second £cLQcy£. 
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ECLOGUE the Third. 
ARGUMENT. 

This ichgue copttaim a Sfputi bitwem tw^ Jbufberdsj 
cf that furt which the critics call Amoehatayfrom 
AfA9sC(u§^9 mutual or alternate. In this way of 
writing the ferfons eii^i reprefeuted to Jpeak altera 
fiotefyj the latter always endeavouring to oxaedj or 
at leaji equals what has been find bf the former ^ in 
the very fame number of verfes \ in which, ifhefailsy 
he lofes the vi^ory. Here Menalcas and Damoeias 
reproach each other, and then Jing for a wager ^ mak- 
ing Palaemon judge between them. Menalcas be-- 
gins the contention, by ca/ling Jome refieSiions on his 
rival Aegon, and hisjervant Vamoetas, Fives, as 
ufual, endeavours to allegorize this eclogue, and fays 
that Virgil means hinfelf under the jfi^itious name 
ofDamoetas, 
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£ C L O b U E the Third. 

P A L A E M O N. 

Menalcas^ Damoetas, Palaemon- 
* Menalcas. 

A' iE thtff , I>a0ioeta7> M'efiboeas' fheep I 
^ DaM0ETA3. 

No; thefe their oKkfter Aegon back me keep. 

Menalcas. 
"ynhaf pjr (heep t yet mbre unhappy fwain f 
Whiltl be Ncacta wooes, but wooes in vaio;^ 
A«<i km€ left I by Aiiirer ^t«Mie bleft 5: 

S}K>ii1dwm pretedetoeein fke vlTgki^$ brtftH } 
Lc ! here an hireting waftcs hh mafter't g^'n«# 
Aisd twiee an hoor of niik the cattle draw- 
How leasy to^ detfify 4fiiki% appear A»4mH I 
Afld cheated of their mslk bow pine th# laflU)t f 10^ 

Damoeta9« 
At lead to men this feoffing language (pare ; « 
We know that yoa-widi whom-and wheA-*ftod where r 
We know the cave — 'tis well the nymphs were kiiid^ 
Nor to the deed the leering goats were blind. 

Menalcas. 
Ay* the kind nymphs, forfooth,. no notice took, 15. 
When Mycon's vine I tore with wicked hook. 

Ver. xa. fTtkntyw tbatyou.'] Yirgil here imitates Theocri* 
tiis CAr0<viffitf/»&r.^. butisnot fo.grols and indelicate a» the 
Greek poet. 



I ♦ 
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Damoctas. 
Or rather when* yon -ancient beech belovir> 
In fpice you broke yoitog D9pbc&i»' darts and bov. 
O Twain perverfe ! nay» when the boy .peioeiv'd 
The gifCy oh ! how your jeakHin ibul was grierfd I 20 
^was well you found .that way* or you I ween* 
Had died in, very knpoteace of '^foi. 

What daring icandal nmft thy mafler paste. 

Since dioo, his Atve, canft talk at ^h a rale f 

Did not I fae. thee, thic^ Aeal Damon's goat* a^ 

While load Lycifca.^ave the neamkig note- ^ 

And wfaaaiIcry'd«h*-/'*.Sae9«lierac)ieraiM fpwvi$^ 

«• TitVus take care'^^yoo &itikM behind flia raedft. 

The goat was miaat mni ivea beyond dtfpoce 1 
The lawful psis(c of aiy ri&onoiu tkxie^ - 30 

Not DaflMnU if If the. joft 4kMuid denies. 
But owns be conld not pay the forfeit pxue* 

Mttf ALCAS» 

Yon win a goat by mu&cl did thy haad 

E'er join th' vaaqoal Reda with waxen band ? 

VUe dunce ! whofe fole ambition was to draw ^f 

The nob in Areets to fUre at thy har(h^grating (haw. 

96. TbJIare.'] NotMng can be fo fatyrical as this Itnr. All 
thefe UV (with a nepetition ofyf mjhttieftfi ^JUpula) could 
not cooctir witfioot fomedefign. Milton imitates this p^(&g.e 
in his beautiiul poem entitled l^cidar. 

Crate on their fcraunil fifes bffwreicbedjfranv^ • 
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Damoetas. 

However that be, foppofe we trial make ? 

I to provoke you more, yon heifer ftake. 

Two calves (he rears, twice fills the pails a-day» 

Now for die ftrife 'tis your's fome pledge to lay. 40 

MSNALCAa. 

Yob cannot from my flock a pledge require^ 

You know I have at home a peevilh fire, 

A cruel ftep-dame too — &ri€t watch they keep. 

And twice each, day they count my goats and iheep. 

But fince your profier'd prize fo much you boaft, 45 

I'll ftake a pledge of fariiuperior co^. 

Two beauteous bowls of beechen wood are rninc^ 

The fettlpture of Alcimedon divine ; 

Whofe eafy chiflel o'er the work has twin'd^ 

A vine with berries of pale ivy join'd. 50 

48. AleimeJon,'] As there is no account left us of any 
famous aiti ft called Alcimedonj Dr.Martyn imagines that 
he was a friend of our poet, who was therefore willing to 
tranfmit his name topofterity. By his name; he appears to 
have been a Greek. How highly the arts of painting and 
carving were efteemed in Greece, appears from this very 
remarkable paftage in Pliny \ fpeakingof Eupompus, he fays» 
'* It was enjoined by his authority^ ivft in Sicyon^ and next 
** throughout all Greece, that ingenuous youths ihould above 
" all thmgs learn the art of carving, that is, of making de- 
*^ fugns in box } and that this art iljouldbe ranked among the 
** hrft of the liberal ones. He thought the laws of honour 
'< were violated, if any but gentlemen, or atleaftthoie that 
** were reputably born, pra^ifed this art ; and made a ner* 
'^ petual prohibition that ilaves never ihould be admitted to 
^< learn it. Hence it is that we fee n« cdebrated pieces of 
« cartvtKg, neither of engrofving, or r<li(«vOf [Toreutic/] done 
** by any pcrfon in the degree of a flave.'* 

Nat. Hift. b. 35. c. lo* 
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Foil in the midft two comely forms appear, 
Conon» with him who framM that wond'rous fphere^ 
Which points the change of feaibos to the fwain. 
And when to plough the foil, or reap the grain. 
Thefe are my pledge ; >vhicb yet with care I keep 55 
Untoach'dy and nnpolkited by the lip. 

Damobtas. 
I have a pair by the fame artift made» 
Their handles with acanthus* leaves overlaid. 
Where Orpheus in the midft attracts the grove—* 
But my firil-proffer*d prize is (till above 60 

All we can ftake $ tho' yet my cups I keep 
Untouched, and unpolluted by the lip. 

Mbnalcas. 
Name your own terms, nor think the field to By, 
We'll chufe, forjudge, the firft who pafles by— « 
Palaemon comes— —let him the caufe decide ; £5 

For once I'll tame an empty boalter's pride. 

Damoetas. 
I fear the threats of no vain* glorious fwain. 
No proud Menalcas, nor his vaunted ftrain. 
The fong^ Palaemon, with attention hear. 
No mean debate demands thy liftening ear. j9 

Palaemon. 
Begin, fince on the tender turf we reft. 
And fields and trees in fruitful ilores are dreft. 
The lofty groves their verdant livery wear. 
And in full beauty blooms the laughing year. 
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JSegin Damo^ia»$ nextj Mei1alea9| prav« 75 

Thv fi&m> the Nine lUttecnate fiMftfitret love. 

Damoeta«» 
Mufes from mighty Joye begin the theme ; 
With Qugjhty Jove all n^tiire's regions teem : 
I With liberal hand he (ows tiie {denteoiis pbunst 
Koi'unpropitious hears nay rural ftrains. So 

Menaia:as. 
E'en me, mean (hcpherd, Phoebus deigns to loye« 
Sacred tP iiim I rear a ]aurel*grove : 
And ilill along my lavift borderfe^ rife, ^ 
His hyacinths, of ftvtetly-bk)omi*g di^s* ' 

Damoetas* 
At me an apple Galatea threw, S$ 

Then to the willows, wily girl, withdrew ; 
Yet as with hafty fteps fhe IkimmM the green* 
Wifh'd, e'er flw? gain'd. the willows, to.be- ibefi« 



7*7. Mufes from mlghfj,'\ Virgil {e(*ms to have laid it down 
Bs an Indiipenfible rule to hirafelf, in thefe Amoel^ean veifes» 
to make the refpondcnt (hepherd anfwer his opponent, in 
exactly the fame Bundber of lines. Either this lulc was 
never taken notice of, by any former tr anflator ; or the ex- 
treme difficulty of obferving it, hath deterred them from 
iMtfimpting to follow it. How I have fucceeded (both in this 
and the feventh Eclogue) muft be leitto the determination of 
the judicious reader, who, it is hoped, will make proper al- 
lowances for ftich a con^braint. 

82. Lattrel.'] Th e ancient poets feem to ufe laurus indif- 
ferently for laurels, or bays : ftri^Wy fpeaking, laurOy or 
lauro regiOf figniEes the former In Italiaa, and alloro the 
latter} but their befi poefs ufc lauro indifferently for 
both. S-PEJfCE. 
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-Bat ttnfolIici(ed Awytitas bnrot 

FoFine, ffOdi^AnGovtOf my love retum: 90 

Unafk'd the boy ()rev«itts each Toft req««il^ 

Nor by my dogi is Delia more c^refs^d. 

To the dear Venus, of my l<>ve-4Hk mski, ♦ 

Her fwtifl a welcoiBeprefent.kai dfffigs'd. 
i mark'd the bough where two fbtid turtles coo'd» 9; 
And her's fliatt be the neft, and feaNihcryfarood. 

d^mid the woodland wilds a treeLfoimd^.. 

Its plenteoiK boughs with goldeoLapipiGsepowif'd? 

Ten, all I could, to my dear youth I (ent| 

And mean ten more to-morrow to prefesvU aM 

Damq£tas. 
How oft wi^ words fi» mufically mild» 
Has Galatea every feofe bejitiFdl 
Some part, at leaft« to heay- e, ye braBse$> beai:^' 
Nor let fuch words be loft in coimnQii lar. 

Menalcas. 
In vain, Amyntas, you pretend in vaia 105 

To love ; you treat me with unkind difdain. 
If while y4)tt hold the briflly boar at bay, 
I keep the nets, nor Ihare the dangerous day. 

^ 103. Br^eKes, bear»'\ This fentiment of Damoetas is beati- 

tiful and poetical to the laft degree ; tfycci^Wy, partem aliqiUi'm. 

107, The bear at hay,] Orig. Sty dum tn/cUaris apros, ego^ 

y ' • ' » ■ retta 
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Damoetas. 
Bid Phillis hafte t' Improve the genial mirth 
€){ this the day that gave her ihepherd birth ; no 

And when my heifer bleeds at Ceres' feaft, 
lolas, come thyfelf, and be a welcome gEeft ! 

Menalcas. 
PhiUts o'er every other nymph I prize. 
Oh f how (he look her leave with weeping eyes ! 
And as I went, ** Dear fliepherd/' oft (he cry'd, 115 
And many a long adieo thro* the deep vales (he fighM. 

Damoetas. ^ 
The wolf is fatal to the folded iheep, 
With fntsl force o'er trees load tempefts fweep ; 
Fatal the roihing ihowVs to ripening com ; 
To me more fatal Amaryllis' fcom ! 1 20 

Menalcas. 
Sweet are the vernal fhow'rs to fwelling feed s 
The flow'ry arbnte to the weanling kid : 
The tender willows to the teeming herd : 
By me o'er all Amyntas is preferr'd. 

retiafirvo? " What fignifies your love to me, if yon will 
** not let me (heW mine to you by iharin^ your dangers ?** — t 
For all the danger was in hunting the wild beafts $ none in 
watching the nets^- Ruaeus and Trapp. 

113. Pbillis o'er every otbir T^^bJ] The original is, et 
hmgum formofef vale -—-^ lo/a ! The vocative cafe hla 
doe« not agree ^with formofe^ but is to be confhiied at the 
beginning of the couplet : loloj, I love Pbillis above otber 
'womeftf for fie nvept v^ben I farted from ber^ and cried^ O 
fairjbepberd lMenalcas]farevfel, &c, 

iii» rerualJbowersJ] La Cerda thinks the ihepherds are 
equal in thefe CQuplets ; but Catrou^ according to cuftom» 

afiirms 
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Da MOAT AS. 

Pollio approves, though roughs my roral reed $ iz^ 
Mafesy ah heifer for your patroA feed ! 

Menalcai. 
Since Pollio deigns to build the lofty drain % 
Feed him a bull that butting fpnrns the pkun. 

Damobtas. 
Let him who loVes a Pollio*s (acred name 
Gain what he loves, and (hare a PoUio's fame : I3« 
For him let golden ftreams of honey flow. 
And fragrant fpices breathe from every bough. ' 

MiNALCAS. 

Is there a fwain that hates not Bavius' lays ? 

Be it his curfe vile Maevius' vtrte to praife : 

The fame degree of madne(s might provoke 1 5$ 

To milk male goats, or ibibborn foxes yoke. 

Damobtas. 
Ye boys that gather flowVs and ftrawberries, 
Lo ! hid within the grafs a ferpent lies i 



affirms that Menalcas has the advantage. *' The images, 
lays he, which Menalcas here prefents to the mind, are 
more agreeable than thofe of his adverfaiy. A wolf, 
unfeafonable rains, and tempeftuous winds, are the orna- 
ment of Dasnoetas's difcour^. In that of Menalcas, we 
have favourable rains, and an agreeable nourifiiment to 
the flocks/' 

139. Graze not*'] Catrou underftands this couplet as an 
•Uegory, implying a caution to avoid being furprizeU by 
dangerous inclinations. 



Vol. L R 
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Menalcas. 
Graze not, my fheep, too near the faithlefs bank, 
Scarce yet the ram has dry'd his fleeces dank. i^o 

Damoetas. 
Tityrus, thy kids too near the river ftray, 
Myfelf will wafh them all feme fitter day« 

Meitalcas. 
Boys, fold yoiir fiieep, 'tis vain to prefs die teat, 
WJien all the milk, as erfl, is dry'd with heat. 

Damoetas. 
How lean my bull .on yonder clo verM piain 1 1 45 

Love wafles alike the cattle and the Twain* 

Menalcas. 
Some heavier plaigue has made thefe lambs fo lean. 
What magic eye my tender brood has feen I 

Damobtas. 
Tell me the place, where heaven's contracted bound 
Appears to view but three fhort ells around ? i^^ 

Tell this, and thou my god of verle fhalt fhine. 

Menalcas. 
Tell this, and lovely Phillis (hall be thine : 



14.8. Jf^bat magic eye.] The notion of an evil eye, ftill 
prevails among the ignorant viilgar. Lord Bacon Tpeaks of 
the power of the glances of an envious eye. See an account 
qffafcination in Chambeks^s DiSioTmry. 

151. Tell this, ] Catron and Dr. Trapp are for the nvelland 
the o^uetiyZ^ the moft (imple andfuitable to a (hep herd^s under- 
(landing. But Dr. Martyn propo(es a new interpretation, 
and thinks the ^epherd may mean a celeftial globe or fphere. 



Eel. 3- OF VIRGIL. 75 

O tell in what delightfal region fprings 

The flow'r that bears infcrib'd the names of kings. 

Palaemon. 
Which to prefer perplexing doabts arife : 155 

Neither have won, bat both deferv'd the prize ; 
And ail defevre alike, whofe fong can prove. 
Like yours, who much they fear'd or hop'd in love. 
'Tis time to ceafe, my boys : the ftreams reftrain, 
Enough the floods have drench'd the thirfty plain. 1 60 



154. Of kings,"] The flower here meant is the hyacinth, 
which as it is faid to fpring from the blood cf Ajax, was 
marked AI. 

159. The Jlreanu.] Claudite jam rivos, is an allegorical 
exprefllon, taken from a river's refrefliing the meadows, and 
applied to mufic and poetry delighting the ears^ the fancy, 
and the judgment. 



The End of the Third Eclogue. 
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ECLOGUE the Fourth. 
ARGUMENT. 

Calrou Jeemi to he the firjf commentator that has given 
any thing like a * rational interpretation ofthefubje£f 
cf'this famous Eclogue. His words are as follows,^ 
*uiz. In the year of Rome 714, fays he ^ when Jfi- 
iitus PolUo ana Domitius Cahinus zuere confuls^ 
the people of Rome compelled the triumvirs OSlavian 

Mnd Anthony to make a durable peace between them. 
It was hoped., that thereby an end would be put to 
ihi war with Sextus Pompey^ who bad made himfelf 
mafler of Sicily^ and by the interruption of com- 

jmrce^ had caufed a famine in Rome, To make this 
peace 'the more firm, they would have Anthony^ 
who fe wife Fulvia was then dead, to marry Oifa- 
vian Caefar*sfi/ier O^avia, who had lately lojl her 
hufband Marcellus, and was then big with a child,, 
of which Jhe was -delivered, after her marriage 
with Anthony, This child retained the name of his 
own father Marcellus, and as long as he Jived was 
the delight of his uncle O^avian, and the hope of 
jh^ Roman people. It is he that is thefubjeSi of this 
Eclogue. Firgil addrefjes it to PoUio, who was at 
that time conful, and thereby makes a compliment to 
Caefar, Anthony, 05lavia, and Pollio, all at once. 
The Marcellui, vuhofe birth is here celebrated, is 
the fame whofe death is lamented by Virgil in tht 

fixth Aeneid. The poet borrows what was prediSfed 
by the Camaean Sybil coneerning Jefus Chrifl, and 
applies it to this child.. . 
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ECLOGUE the Fourdi. 

On the Birth of MARCELLUS. 
To POL LID. 

GIVE me> Sicilian maids, fublimer drains. 
All love not lowly (hrubs and rural plains : 
Or if ye chafe to fing the (hady grove. 
Make your theme worthy a great conful's love. 

The years a[^roach, by Syhib fagr foretold^ 5 

Again by circling time in order roU'd f 
Afbea comes, old Satam^sholy rt%;n. 
Peace, virtue, juftice, now retam again ! 
See'a new progeny from hesv^ dekend I 
Lucina hear ! th' important Inrth befriend ! i o 

The golden age diis ui£uit fliall reftore» 
Thy Phoebus reigns — and vice (hall be no more. 
The months begin, the babe's attfpicious face, 
Pollio, thy glorious confulfhip (hall grace ; 
What footfteps of our ancient crimes remaij^ ij 

For ever fhall be baniSi'd in thy reign. 
He fiiall enjoy the life divine, and fee 
The gods, and heroes of eternity ; 
Thejarriffg world in lafting peace fliall bind, 
And with his father's virtues rule mankind. 20 
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For thee, O child, fpontaneous earth (hall pour 
, Green ivy, mixM with cv'ry choiceft flow'r : 
Each field ihall breathe Aflyria's rich perfume. 
And fweets ambrofial round thy cradle bloom : 
With milk o'erchargM the goats fhall homeward Cpetd^z^ 
And herds fecure from mighty lions feed. 
The baleful afp, and fpeckled faake fhaJl die, 
Nor pois'nous herb 'mid flow'rs conceal'd (hall lie. 
Put when his matchlefs father's deeds divine, 
Ancl how in virtue's arduous paths to /hine, 3a 

Watrm'd with old heroes' fame, the youth fhall know, 
Then cluftering grapes on forefl-thorns fhall glow ; 

Vcr. »i, Fortbiiy O child*'] Tis irapoflible to forbear ob- 
ferving the great iiniilitude of this pafTage, and that famous 
^ne ot Ilaiah .* 

** The wildernefs and the folitary place fhall be glad for 
them : and the defert fhall rejoice, and bloifom as the 
rofe, chap. xxxv. ver. x. The glory of Lebanon fhall 
come unto ihtt, the fir'tree^ the pine-tree^ and the box 
together, chap. xi. ver. 1 3. The wolf alfo ihail dweU 
>\ith the lamo, and the leopard lie down with the kid : 
and the calf, and the young lion* and the fatling toge-* 
ther, ancl .a little child fhall lead them. And the cow and 
the bear (hall 'feed, their young ones fhall lie down toge- 
ther : and s^he Mi6h fball.eat Sraw like the ox. And - the 
fucking child, ^'all plav upon the hole of the afp, and the 
weaned child fhall put liit hand on the adder's den, chap. 
:xi. vcr. 6, 7, 8." 

' How much inferior is Virgirs poetry to Ifaiah^s. The for-, 
mer has nothing comparable to thefe beautiful ftrokes ; *< that 
<< a iittle child fhall lead the lion ;-— that the very trees of 
** the foreft fhall come to pay adoration/*-— —Vii]gil fays 
only occidet et ferpens ; Ifaiah adds a circumfhmce inimita- 
bly pi6hirefque» that the fucking child fhall play upon the 
bole of the sUp^ and that the weaned child, a little older and 
beginning to xtakt ufe of its b«nds» fliail put his fingers on 

the 
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Swuns without cultare golden karvefls reap, 

And knotTed oaks (kail fhowers of honey weep. 

Tet of old crimes (bme footfteps (hall remaii), 35 

The glebe be ploogh'd, (hips tempt the dang'rous main ; 

'Round cities bulwarks rire> and mdTy tow'rs^ 

And other Argo's bear the chofen pow'rs ; 

New wars the bleeding nations (hall deftroy. 

And, great Achilles find a fecond Troy. 40 

LsAt when he reaches nunhood's prime complete. 
The failor (hall fbrfake the ufelefs fleet ; 
No freighted ihip (hall wander ocean 'round. 
With cv'ry fruit (hall ev*ry clime be crown'd : 
No lands (hall feel the rake, nor vine the hook, 45 
The fwain from toil his i>ullocks (hall unyoke : 
No wool (hall glow with alien colours gay. 
The ram himfelf rich fleeces (hall difplay 

tht adder^s den. There are certain critics who would never 
ceale to admire thefe circumftances and ftrokes of nature, if 
they had not the ill fortune to be placed in the Bible. 

^3. Harvefts.'] The ancients u(fd to (bw bearded or prickly 
wheat, which deterredthe birds from picking the ears. The 
epithet molli may therefore imply, that the corn (hall no 
longer {land in need of this fortification, this pallifade, this 
vauum ariftarum as Cicero calls it, to defend it from injuries, 
but ft a] I ipring up fpontaneouily, and grow ripe with foft 
and tender beards. 

3S. Argo's. "] By navigation and commerce Virgil means 
that avarice, and by wars, that ambition ihall (lill fubfift. 

Catrou. 

3^. Wars,'] A bloody war at laft reduced Sextus Pompey 
to quit Sicily, and meet his death in A(ia by Anthony. The 
conjunflure of affairs, the preparations made by 06tavian, 
and above all, the difpofitions of men's minds, gave room for 
the prediction of (he poet. C a r ROU . . 

E4 
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Of native purple and unborrowM gold, ^ 

And fandyx cloathe with red* the crowded fold. ja 

The fillers to their fpindles faid— -*• Succeed 

Ye happy years, for thus hath fate decreed ! 

AfTume thy Hate ! thy deftin'd honours prove. 

Dear to the gods f O progeny of Jove ! 

Behold how tottering nature nods around^ ^^ 

Earth, air, the wat'ry wafte, and heav'n profound ! 

^^, Purpie.l Murex was a (heHfiih (et about with ipikes, 
from whence the Tyrian colour was obtained. Lutum is that 
herb, fays Dr. Martyn, which our Englifhwriters of botany 
(iefciibe under the name of Luteda, wiid woad, and djer''» 
weed. It is ufed in dying yellow both wool and filk. 

50. Sattdyx,"] Servius and La Cerda affirm the fandyx to, 
foe an herb, which is a great miftake. Sant^x is fi^oken of 
by Pliny, as a cheap material for painting. The true fanda- 
racha, fays Dr. lifiartyn, which fecms to be our native itd' 
aifenic, was faid to come from an ifland in th« Btd S«a. 

J4.\ O progeny ofjotve^} Would it have been proper to bc- 
fiow thefe illufbrious appellations on a Ton of PoUio ? Surely, 
Virgil doe« not here pour them fonh without rea&n. Bui 
what young prince could at tbat time deferve to be called the 
child of the gods, and the illuftrious t>fispring of Juptter > 
Without doubt it muft h«v6 been one of the ramily of the 
Cae&rs ! And did there at that time come into the world any 
child of the family of the Caefars, except young Marcellus ? 
Tiberius was not yet entered into the houfe of OCTavian by his 
mother, and Dniftis was not yet born. Catrovi 

55. Tattmng nature.} What i« the meaxHng of nuUmtemt 
fays the learned Dr. Trapp. With, or under what does it 
sod or ftagger ^ With its guih and mifery, fay (brae, and fo 
wants to be fuccoufed by thie new-born hero. But that tor 
otIVeis fcems not to agree with the happinefs which is afcribed 
even to the firft divi(ion, and to the beginning of this happy 
age. And therefore they fay, it cither nods, i. e. moves and 
/hakes itfeh^ with joy and exultation ; which is pretty harfli to. 
my appreheniioa f or, which is not much better, inclines and 
tends to anothQ> i. c. a yet mQre happy ftate $ verientsm, 

fajr 
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At once they ckange^— they wear a fmiling face. 

And all With joy th* approaching age embrace ! 

O that my life, my vigour may remain 

To tell thy a£Uon$in heroic ftrain ; . 6a 

Not Orpheus' k\f, not Linns ihould exceed 

My lofty lays, or gain the poet's meed, 

Tho' Phoebus, tho' Calliopev infpire. 

And one the mother aid, and one the fire. 

Should Pan contend, Arcadia's felf Ihould own 65 

That I from Pan himfelf had gain'd thecrown. 

Begin, begin, O lovelieft babe below! 

Thy mother by her tender fmile to know ! 

(Ten tedious months that mother bore for thee 

The ficknefs and the pains of pregnancy) 70 

For if thy parents fmile not, 'tis decreed. 

No god ihall grace thy board, no goddefs blefs thy bed. 

By they, nutantemqui in meliorem ftgtum. After all I like 
the firft interpretation bcft.— — 'Twas good fenfe to 
fay, the world at prefent labours with its guilt and mifery : 
but yet rejoices at the very near profpe6l of the happy change, 
which is in a manner begun already. 

68. ^y mother by ber tender fmU,\ The commentators are 
divided in opinion, whether he means the fmile of the child, 
orthat of the mother. I chufe the latter meaning, as it may 
be fupported by the bsft reafons. See Ruaeus, and Ery- 

THRABUS. 

71. Smile not, "l Thofe who under (land this paffage of the 
ehitd, ftrain the verb cognofcere, to fignify that the child ihould 
own, or acknowledge his^ mother, by fmiling on her t but I 
do not find any inftance of its having been ufed in that fenfe. 

In the next line, the making of the X^St fyllable but one 
fhor^ tulitntnt-f is a poetical licence not very unufual ; thus we 
read fiet^runt et nufcu^runt, for ftctmmt e$ mifcucrunt ; (o 

£ 5. that 
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tbat there is no Occaiion to read tuUrinU at (bme have done 
withoir any good authority . 

7ft. No god.] The life of the gods or apotheoHs (here pro« 
miied by the poet) coniifted of t^o partieulars } the fitting at 
the tahle of Jupiter, and the marriage of foine goddefs ; there- 
fore the threats of Virgil amount* to thi s ^ Vou /hall not 
en oy the life l>f the god8> becaufe^neither Jupiter will adnnit 
you to ^8 table, nor any goddefs to her bed» Rua£US» 



The End of the Fourth Eclogue. 
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ECLOGUE the Fifth. 



ARGUMENT. 

« 

^efubjeSf of the following Eclogue is greats and the poet 
laboured his compojition accordingly ; it is no lefs than 
the death of Julius Caefar^ and his deification. Many 
reafons may he given^ why by Daphnis is not meant 
Saloninusj the pretended/in jofPollio\ nor Flaccus^ 
VirgiFs brother. This Eclogue nmft hive greatly re^ 
commended our author to the favour of Jugujlus. 
Ruaeus thinks it was written when fome plays or 
facrifices were celebrated in honour of Julius Caefar. 
Thefcene of it is not only beautiful in itfelf but 
adapted to thefolemnity of the fubje6l j the Jhepherds 
fa andfing in the aweful gloom of a grotto^ which iV 
werhung by wild vines ^ 



I 

X 
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ECLOGUE the Fifth. 
D A P H N r S. 

Menalcas and Mopsus. 

Menalcas. 

SINCE thus wemeetj whom difFerent fancies leadj^ 
I ikill'd to fing, and yotr to touch the reed. 
Why fit we not beneath this woven ihade. 
Which the broad ekn with hazles mixt hath made ? 

MoFsus. 
Mine elder thoa ; 'tis jaft that I obey ^ 

What you propofe ; whether yon chcife to Hay 
Beneath the covert of the branching trees. 
Which Ihift their fliadows to th* uncertain breesse. 
Or rather in yon' cooling grot recline, 
O'erhung with ciofbrs of the fhumting vine« ro 

Amynta* ontycao with you compare : 

Mopsus. 
What if to fing with Phoebus' (elf he dare ? 

Menalcas, 
Begin thou ^t^\ whether fair Phillis* flame^ 
Or Codrus' patriot quarzri be the theme ; 

Ver^ft. Skill"a\'\ Boni Jifcere & infldre, is the orig. is at 
Grecifm of which there are many in our author. 

5. Elder.'] Servius fays, it may either mean, majdrnatu VfL 
rnmto^ But the coatext feem$ to favour the £rft. 



v'. 



Or fldlfoT Alcoft's |0-aife& fwdU. thy noU» : i^^ 

Tstyrus mean while ihall tend thy feeding gOAts« 

Moipsus. 
Rather rU tcy ilto(e verfes to i^»e4t» 
Which on. a beeek^i venhuit hadfi I wi4t : 
I writ, and fang between : whea tkde yeorltetr*. . 
Jy^ige if AmyotftB' ftreint vtitk Intae conpare. zo^ 

When the wesdclviUow with the olive viest 
Or nard with the iw€etro(e*8 crimibn dki ; 
Then may Anqnitee with tiky metchk^ drain : 

Enoughr ' II ■ fear fee! the folMin grotf we gain. 
Round Daphnis dead the nymphs in angiii&aoarn'd, 2^ 
Witnefsy ye woods and ftreaaptt« for ye their pUint»> 

retora'd I 
"^Hiile his fad mother Jus cold limbs embrac'd» 
Heav'n and the godiaecttfing ifiMf b^fi» 



1:5. ^on — Codrm.J Surely thefe fo^eflsan notpaftorah 
enough to be here mentionec) by Memileag. 

iS, A beeches.'] Cortkt fagi. li wa» the ancient cttftom ot 
Italy to write on the badcs of trees, as it was in Egypt to: 
write on the Papyrmy a- (brt of naih} from • which tlM wonl« 
Paper is derived. 

22.] There is no EngHih nainefoif faUunca; it i« either tiie 
nardu's Celtica, or elfe entirely unknown. Marty n^ 

ij\ Hh fad mother,'] Dr. Martyn with great probability 
obferves, that by the rriothel" is meant Venus, and confirms- 
hSs opinion by an almoft parallel paflkge in Ovid's Meta^ 
morphofes, Book 15. OVid there reprefents V««m& to be ter* 
rified at the approach of Caeftr's death, <he difcovers all the- 
fears and tendernef^ of a mOther^i and eonfiders the injw^ a»> 
effaxd to herlGaf* , • 
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No fwain then drove his cattle to the Good i 

No horfe would tsfte the ftream, or'grafiy food : 30 

Thee, defart rocks, thee, vocal'woods bemoanM, 

For thee with dreadful grief, ev'n Lybiah irons groan'd»J 

Armenian tyge^s Daphnis tangh't to yoke^ 

And whirl the car obediefit to che'^roke. 

To dance in frantic' mood at BaccKas^feaft,. 55: 

And (hake the (pear with tender foliage dreft : 

As vines the trees/ as gr^i the vines adorn, 

Snlls grace the herds,' and fields the ^Idea corn> 

So Daphnis while hedwehopbnthepiains^ ' 

Shone with fuperior grace among the (wains. 40 

Thee when the fates in vengeamee TnatchM away, 

Fales nor Phoebns deign'd a longer ftay .: 

In vain we (bw ; the promis'd hasvefts £ul ; 

While wretched lolium and wild oats prevail ; 

For violet {bft» for purple daffodili, 41 

Brambles and prickly- burrs the meadows fill. 

i^. No cattlff—^fio borfe,] This ciraim(lance is remarkable, 
and may allpde,,to;a ftrange faA that happened, according to 
Suetonius his account, at Julius Caefar^s death : He tells us,, 
thatthe> horfeswhich this emperor conifecrated when he palTed 
theRubiton,(and had been tunied wild ever fince, were ob- 
fcrved to ab^in/rom .their lood, f^rtmaciffimipaiulo abftinere 
ubertimqueflere, 

33. Armefiitmjtj^ersJ] Ruaeus fays, the folemnities bF 
*Bacchus were in a manner reftored and celebrated by Caefac 
with greater magnificence than they had ever been before^ 
" 44. Wretched /0/iii;»,] . Virgil here gives lolium the epi- 
thet ef ittfeltM, It is of a maligpiant nature, and is £o rnuchthe 
more dangerous from its not being eafily to be diftingui/hed* 
from the corn among which it ufually (jprings up. The 
ancients thought it bad for the eyes : mirum eft lolioan^ttare 
U tgm viti tritico. P. S^id jam P S. i^f^ lufdtiofiis. P. 

Afdepoi 



rand train, ^ 
lant plain ; > 
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Witk boughs the brooks oVrfirade, ye rural train. 
With l(^^Vand flowers befpread the verdant 
Daphnis thefe rites did for himfelf ordain. 
With.:gralefol hands his monument ered, 50 

And be the (lone with this inicrtption decked ; 
**- I Daphnis htrbrfepofe ; fam*d to the iky, 
*' Fair was my flock, bat fairer far ^was I V* 

Menalcas« j ' 
O bard divine ! as fweet thy tonefttllay,- - 
As flumber to tir'd fwains on: niw-mbv^n' hay,^ cj 

Or as in filminer's fultry drought to tafte 
Cool dreams that babbling o'er the meadows hafte* 
Thou ev'n with Pan deferv'ft an eqaal meed. 
For fldll to tone the voice or touch the reed. 
Bleft youth ! who now flialt fliare that mailer's fame ; 
Yet will I drive th' alternate lays to frame : 61 

Bid Daphais'.praifes to the flariaiccnd. 
For Daphnis lov'd ev'n me, his humUe friend* 

MOPSTTS. 

How can'ft thou pleafe me more? — The youth thy praife 
Deferv'd, and Stimichon approves the lays. 65 

Aedepoltu quidemcaecus^ mn lufcitiofus, Plaut. Mil. Gloriof. 
Aft. a. Sc. 3. 

Et careant kliis ocuks wtiantibus i^ri, 

Ovid. Faft. i« 690. 

And the modern Italians have yet a worfe notion of it : -for 
they look upon it at the caufe of the melancholy kind of 
madnefs j apd 'tis common with them to fay or any fuch 
peribn, A mangiatofane con loglwy * He has eat bread with 
* lolium in it." Holds worth and Spbnci.. 

i 54 O kard divini,} The elegance and fweetncfs of thefe 

lints 
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Mbkalcas. 
Daphfta with woader doviifs to bcav'te on high. 
Above the clo)id», above the ftarry iky : 
Hence joy enchants the woods^ and fmiling plains^ 
Pales and Paii» the Df yads, and die fwains ; 
No more the^ piovi'Ujig wolf the catde fcat> j^ 

Nor fecret to»h deceive tV ineantiojie deer; 
The fylvan wars of crod hunters ceafe, 
Daphnis the mlM loves imiverfal peace. 
The defer^««lu«««ii$ into finging break. 
The forefts and the fields in tranfport ^ak ; jf 

The reckai proclaim the new dtviaity ! 
A god» a god ! the vocsd hills reply. 
O hear thy woffliippers ! fow altars fee. 
For Phoebus tw9> aad X]biphnis« two for thee t 
Two jars of fatfteft ott, each rdting year, fto 

Two bowls of frothng rniUc to thee PU bear ;, 
The ritual feaft fliall overflow with wiae^ 
And Chios' richeft nedsu* (ball be thine ; 

Ikes are not to be equalled by any thing, but the anfwer 
Mopfus makes to them afterwaids in line 82 of the original. 

Namneque metantutftf &c, 

73. Peace.'] This expreflion of oiiaCcems more particularly 
to alludt to the mercy and clemency of Caefar : virtues for 
which fie was fo much celebrated by Tully and other writers. 

77. Agodf ag^d,] This paflage is very fublime, and bears a 

great refemblance t» tha^ of- fi^iak (which pcobably Tirgil 

might have read)- '^ Bi?eak forth into iWiging ye mountains, 

^< Oforeft, and evecy tree therein.'* And this lofty language 

iHuft confirm the opimoji that Julius Caeiar is meant, hy 

.£^a|>hnfs. 

83. Cbi9s\] Arvifiura was a pramdntocyof thcifland Chios,. 
MV &cioS| from whence the findl of the Greek wines came» 
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On the wann hearth in wiater't chilling hour 8$ 

We*ll facrtfiee ; at fiimmer in a bow'r ^ 

Alphefiboeus tripping ihall advance. 

And mimic &tyrs in the feftal dance ;; 

Damoetas there and ikiihd Aegoa fiog ; 

And coDftantiy our offerings will we bring, ^ 

Both to the nymphs when facred ritefi are paid. 

And when the vidUms round the fields are led : 

While the cicada fips the dew, while thyme 

The bees (hall fuck, while boars the noimtuiiicHmbf^ 

While fiihes wanton in the wat'ry wafte». g^ 

So long thy honour, name and praife fhall lail« 

Thofe holy vows which on a iblemn day, 

At Bacchus' and at Cere»' (hrin* we pay» 

Daphnis to thee ihall ri& each cirdiag year : 

Thott too fhalt he iavok'd and hear oait {Ha/r I 10^ 



9ft. Whin thi viHiimJ} This ceremony was called Amhar^ 
•OMia. The facred dances mentioned in the lines imme« 
dfately preceding, were ufed by the ancients both Jews and- 
heathens in religious ceremonies. An account of them 
may be ieen in fir. Delany's life of David, \nd in Lucian 

96. So long.l Aeneas addrefles Dido in almoft the fame 
words : but obferve that all the fhepberd's ideas are taken 
horn niral objects, whereas thofe of Aeneas are taken from 
^hllofophy. Such propriety doth Virgil ever obferve in his 
ientiments. 

I op. TbouF^ear our prajfers.'\ Ruaxvs has well explained 
tbispailage : '< He who makes a vow defires (braething from 

God, and promifes foanething to him at the fame tfrne. 

If God grants his requeft, then he, who makes the vow,.. 

is in a manner judged, and obliged to perform his promife. 

Thus God is laid damnare i/btis or *votiy when he grants 

the requeft, and fo obliges the perfon to perform what he.- 

had promi^d. 
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Mopsus.- 
What thanks, what recompence can my weak lay, 
For fttch exalted ftrains as thine repay ? 
Not from frefh whifpers of the foothem breeaev 
Nor gentle daihings of the calmeft (eas, 
NcT from the mttrmuring rills, fucb Joys I fed, 105 
That glidkg down the pebbly vallfes fteai I 

Mbnalcas. 
But firfl receive* this f!ender pipe, the fame 
That tdd poor Corydori's unpiticd flame, 
Who vainly fought Alexis' heart to move : 
The fame with which Damoetas fondly fVrove* 1 10 

Mopsus. 
And thou, Menakas, take this well-formM crooks 
With poliih'd joints adorn'd and brazen hook ; 
Wkkh ev'n Andgenes eould ne'er obtain 
Tho* worthy to be lov'd, a beauteous fwainv 

no. The famti &c.] Tis inferred from this paflage that 
Vii'gii certainly means himfelf under the name of Menafcas j/ 
ancfiikewife, that by his mentioning only the fubie6!8 of the 
Palaemon and the Alexis, smd not a fyllable of the Titynis, 
that all thcfe three Eclogues were written before the Tityrus} 
notwithftanding that Eclogue, ufually, but erroneoufly, ir 
placed iirft in all editions. It is not fmprobaUe, that the 
Ale;ci8 was publifhed befsre the death' of Julius Caefar, who 
might read and admire it» 



The End of the Fifth Eclogue, 
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ECLOGUE the Sixth.. 

/ 

ARGUMENT. 

This piece is perhaps one of the mojh beautiful of all the 
ten Eclogues. Virgil addreffes it to Varus his friend 
and fellow fiudent under the celebrated Syro an Epf- 
curean philofopher. Two Jhepherds are introducedy 
who feize Silenus fleeping in a grotto y and compel 
himy with the ajfijlance of a water nymph^ to enter^ . 
tain them with a Jong he bad often promifed them. The 
god immediately begins to give them an account of the 
formation ofthingSy and lays before them the fyftem of 
. Epicurus* s philofiphy both natural and moral j which 
lajl circumjlance was never thought of or underjiood by 
any one tranflator or commentator before Catrou. Af-% 
ter Silenus has told them how the world 'was made 
according to the doctrine of Epicurusy his adjungit 
Hylam i that isy fay the criticsy he recounted the 
mofi famous ancient fableSy and fome furpri%ing tranf- 
formations that had happened in the world. Hoiv ab^ 
fur d and unlike the regularity and exaSinefs of Virgil f 
The meaning feems to bey-^that afier Silenus had done 
with the naturaly he entered upon the moral philofophy 
of Epicurus : which conjifted in teaching men to avoid 
all outrageous pajjions and violent perturbations of 
tniftd. This was the reafon that he fung to them the' 
immoderate grief of Hercules for the boy Hylasy the 
brutal lufl ofrajiphdiy the vanity of the PraetideSy 
the avarice of Atalant ay and the immoderate grief of 
the ftfters of Phaeton^ All which tbe Epicureans 
condemned as enemies to that quiet and foft repoft- 
which they efieemed the perfection of virtue and hap^ 
pinefs. * 
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ECLOGUE the Sixth. 
S I L E N U S. 

On the Epicurean philolbphy natural and moraU. 

MY Mafe firft fported in Siciiiait firains^ 
Nor blufh'd to dwell amid* the woods and plains ; 
When chiefs and fields of fight to fingi tryM, 
Apollo whlfp'ring check'd my youthful pride ; 
Go> Tit'ras^ go, thy flocks and fatHngs feed> ;. 

To humbler iobjeds fuit thy rnffic reed t. 
Thas wam'dy O Varus, in heroic hys/ 
While hards faUiime refound thy martial praife^ 
Lmedxtate the mral minftreHy ; 

Apollo bids, and I will fmg of thee. l^ 

Fleas'd with the fubje^l^ with indalgea-t eyes 
If any ready andthb, ev'n" this fliould prize, 
Thy name ib^l echo thro^ each hill and grove, 
iktd Phoebus' felf the votive drains approve ; 
No page fo much delights the god of verfe, 1 5 ' 

As where the lines great Varus' praife rehearfe. 

StretchM in a cavern on the mo^ ground. 
Two fportive youths Silenus (keping found, 

Vcr^3. Chiefs. "l This alludes to Virgil's attempt to write 
a« hiftoricalpoem on the a^ont of the Aiban kings. 

6. HmnbUr.'] The word dedu^um in the original is a me- 
taphor taken froov wool, which by fpinning is made fmaller 
andfinaller.. Temidedu^a^ematajik.' Hor. Ruajitii.- 
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With copious wine overcome ; his flowery wreadi 
Juft from his temples faH^, lay (trewn beneath"; 20 
His maffy goblet drained of potent juice 
Was hanging by, worn thia with age and uie ; 
They bind hua (»& (thd* caotioiis and afraid) 
With manacles of his own garlands made ; 
For oft the fenior haddeoeirM the fwaiiM 2^ 

. With hopes (for well he fung) of pleafing ftrains : 
Young Aegle too to join the frolic came. 
The lovelieil Na'id of the aeighb'ring ftream ; 
Who, as the god uplifts his drowzy eyes. 
With berries' purple juice his teiB]^es dies* 30 

•Pleas'd with the fraud — " Unloofe rae, bo3rs, he cry*d, 
-** Enough, that by ffirprize F?e beeft efpy'd. 
Attend, ye youths, and hear the pronns'd lay* 
But Aegle ihall be paid a better way/' 
:Soon as he rais'd his voice, the lift'ning fauns* 3; 

And wondering beafts came dancing down die lawns; 

The hills exulted, and each rigid oak, 

High-feated on their tops, in tranfport ihook i 

ParnafTus' cliffs* did ne'er fb much rejoice. 

At the fweet echoes of Apollo's voice ; 40 

Nor Rhodope nor Ilinartts that heard 

The magic warblings of the Thracian bard. 

II. Goblet.'] Canthaiiis was a cup facred to the ufe of 
Bacchus, and not ufed by mortals. 

^^.] The commentators are equally divided'about the true 
meaning of frocul tantum, which undoubtedly fignify near or 
jufi by ; tantum pr-ocul, is barely at a dtfiance, 

49.] That is, juft as Silenus began to open his eyes : <i;f* 
Jinti Sileno, 

3t. Enough^] Servius tells us the demi-gods were vifible 
^nly when they thought proper* 



4S 
4€ 
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He rung,.at univerfal nature^s birth. 

How feeds of water, fire, and air, and earth. 

Fell thro' the void ; whence order rofe, and all - jlc 

The beauties of this congregated ball : 

How the rooift foil grew iliiFen'd by degrees. 

And drove to deflin'd bounds the narrow'd feas ; 

How Earth was ieiz'd with wonder aiid affright, 

Struck with the new-born fun's refulgent light. eo 

How clouds condcns'd, in liquid ihowers diftill'd, 

Dropt fatnefs and refrefliment an the field ; 

How firil up-fprings fublime each branching grove. 

While fcatter'd beails o'er pathlefs mountains rove. 

Next to the world's renewal turns the ftrain, 5 r 

To Pyrrha's fruitful ilonea, and Saturn's reign ; 

And bold Prometheus' theft and punifliment. 

His mangled heart by angry vultures rent. 

44., H(nv feeds of wafer,] This Is the fyftera of the atomi- 
cal phijofophcrs ; tho* it is certain Epicurus was not the ia- 
ventor of this do£lrIne, but received it from Democdtus. 
Thefe philofophers held, that tliere were two principles of all 
things, body> and void $ or as the moderns (peak, matter, 
and Tpace j and that by a fortuitous concourfe of tHefe atoms^ 
or particles of matter, the univcrfe was formed without the af- 
fiflance of a dire^ing mind. 

47. Mot/,'] The earth by growing compa6l and foHd, 
forced the waters to retire from it, and to form the feas. Thus 
the fea was feparated or diflinguiihed, which is the proper 
fnt2ir\\ng of Jifciudere, Martyn. 

50. Struck -with Mtf »fw-^or» /««'/.] This circumftance of 
the earth's being amazed at the firjt appearance of the fun, is 
fti'ongly imagined j yet has been omittetl by fcveral tranfla- 
tors. 

58. His mangled heart by angry *vultures rent,] This tale 
hat been prettily allegorized. It is an ingenious but cruel 
ilory which the poets have contrived to exprefs the train of 

caiit 
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To thefehe adds, how blooming Hyllisfell* 
SnatchM by the Naids of the neighboring well, io 

Whom pierc'd with love, Alcides loudly mourn'd» 
And Hylas, Hylas loft, each echoing fhore returned. 
Then, he bewail'd the love^iick Cretan queen ; 
Happy for her if herds had never been; 
^namour^d of a bull's unfpotted pride, 65 

Forfaking ihame> fox him fhe pin'd and £gh'd« 
The Proetian maids whofe lowings fill'd the plain. 
Ne'er knew the guilt of thy unnat'ral pain ; 
Tho' fearful oft their necks fhould bear the plough. 
They felt in vain for horns their polilh'd brow. 70 

Ah ! wretched queen ! while yon o'er mountains rove. 
Near fome dark oak regardlefs of your love. 
He, on foft hyacinths his fide reclines. 
Or fot^ibme happier heifer fondly pines« 

cares brought into life by Prometheus or Forcfight : The 
ehaiils which fattened him to the rock, and the infatiable vul- 
ture that rends his vitals every morning. 

Blackwbll's life of Homer, page 124, 

62. And Hylas»] Hylas the favourite of Herculei falling 
into a well, was faid to be fnatched away by the nymphs, 
Pa(iphae the wife of Minos king of Crete, was faid to h^ve 
had an unnatural paffion for a bull. The daughters of Proe- 
tes, king of the Argives , being ftruck with roadnefs by Juno, 
imagined themlelves to be cows. 

63. Cretan fueeft."} The medals of the people of this town 
. are marked with a cow or bull. Lord rembroke's medals, 

ft, 34, 8. Quaere, whether they had any facred cattle of 
that kind kept there ? .oc, whether the woman riding on it 
be not Paiiphae ? Gortyna was a city of Crete. SPENCE. 

-67. At this verfe, Proetides impUruntf &c. begins the fa- 
mous mamifcript of Virgil in the Lorenzo library; autho- 
rized by one of the confuls, and dated by him in the 5th 
ceatury,. Spence. 

73 Sidf reclines*] In the original yk/fi» fyacintk9. Among 

% the 
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** Diftean uymphs ! with toils your woods furround, j^ 
•* Search where-iny favourite's fbotHeps may fee found, 
*' Haply the hefds my wanderer may lead. 
To frefhcr graft on rich Gortyna's mead. 
Or far away, while I fuch pains en'dare, 
*« The wanton heifers may my love ^lorc V* 80 

Next told, the nimble-footed, cruel maid. 
By the falfe apple's glittering (hew betrayM ; 
The nymphs who their ambitious brother moum'd. 
He next inclosM in bark* and to tall poplars turn'd^. 
How tuneful Gallus wandering, next he fing$> S^ 

Indilfging raptures, near poetic fprings, 
A mufe condufled to th* Aonian feat, 
Whofe whole aflembly rofe the gaeft to greet i 

the ancients every one was fktd to htfukus by whatibever 
he tefted upon. Thus we read Puh/itto fidtus in LucUius* 
Senrius. The Rumen ' or Paunch is the firft of the four 
ftomachs of thoTe animals which are £ud to ruminate or chew 
the cud. 

75. Nymphs, 1 1n the original claudite wftnphae. •— Here 
Paiiphae is introduced {peaking to the nymphs. 

8 1. J Hippomanes being engaged in a race with AjfcalaBta> 
in order to obtain her in marriage, threw down a golden 
apple whenever ihe gained giouiM upon him % which ihe 
ilooping to gather up, Hippomanes bad an opportunity of 
gettmg before her, and of confequence of obljaining the 
lovely prize. The fifters of Phaeton confumed tfaemiehres 
with weeping for his death, and were transformed into tracsn 
Phaeton raihly attempting to drive the chariot of the fun, 
would have fet fire to the earth if Jupiter had not ftnick htm 
down with a thunderbolt. 

84. Inclosed.'] I have ventured to tranflate literally ctrcnm- 
4^, becaufe it is very lively. He did not now iing bvw they 
were inclofed with mofsy^but ^^ indoftd them.' 

S8. When Virgil himfelf once entered the theatre^ all tht 
ipe^Utors rofe op to honour his eatrattfet 
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While hoary Linas, crownM with parfly, fpakcy^i ■■ 
The pipe, the Mufes' gift, OjGallus, take, 90 

Which erft the fi^et Afcrean fage they gave» 
^ Who bad Cher wandering oaks their ixroantaitis leare ; 
'* Go, fing on this thy famM Grynaean grore, 
*^ So Ihall Apollo chief that foreft love." 
Why fliottld I tellp. the maid withmonfters armM, 9^ 
Whofe barkings fierce the wandVing Greeks alarm'd, 
Whofe hongry dogs the (hrieking failors tore. 
And ronnd her dungeon ting'd the fea with gore. 

Or why theThradan tyrant's altered fhape«^ 
And dire revenge of Philomela's rape, jOO 

Who murder'd itys* mangled body dreft» 
And to his father ferv'd the direful feaft. 
What Phoebtts fang, Surota's banks along^ 
And bade the liftening laurels learn the fong» 
All thefe Silenus chaants ; the vales reply, f 0^ 

And bear their echoes to the diftant iky ; 

S9. Unuj.'} Vlrpl has liecn blamed very ridiculoufiy for 
not faying any thine of Homer in his fijcth Aeneid (637* 
677.) where if he had faid any thing of him, he muft have 
put him in Elyfium before he wa» born. It feems more juft to 
complain that he has not, mentioned him in all his works. 
He feems to have had a fair opportunity here, and another in 
the fourth Eclogue (v. 55.) But have not the poets he men- 
tions in both theie places fcmt relation to paftoral poetry i 
And might not the mentioning of an epic poet be improper in 
both ? Here he names Linus only ; and before, the fame Linus, 
Orpheus, and Pan. Spbnce. 

91. A/crean fage.'} The fenex Jfiraeus, is Hefiod, who 
was of Afcra, a city in Boeotia. According to fome he was 
coaeval with Homer^ He writes with great fimplicity, tho* 
in hi« dcfcription of the battle betw^n the giants and tlie gods, 
he raifes to the true fublime. 

Vou I. P 



Till Hei^r glimmaring o'er the twilight plains, 
Tafbld their counted (heop had wam'd the fwains; - 
The heav'ns detighttd with the tnatchkis lay» 
Toiiefpet^s beamm imwilfio^y 0ure w^... . irat< 

1 xo. UnwUlh^ljJ] There U ^ peculiar' beauty .in that e^t« 
thet f'm/f/tf. Olympo. The iky was fo delighted witli the fong 
. o£ Silenue^ thatitfwat ibiry and uaeafy to fee the creBiii^ 
, approach* 



^he find of die Sixth Bcxo^vc. 
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E G L O Q tf B the- Seventh. 
ARGUMENT. 



related by Melihoeusj ts an imitation of the fifth and 
eighth Idylliums ofThetftrifnu Some fanciful com-- 
mentahrs imagine that under thefe Jhepherds are re^ 
prefenied Galhs or PoUioy cr Cehes and Alexander^ 
and that Meliboeus is Virgil himjelf But there aroi 
not fujflcient grounds for this conje^ure. This pa/toral 
is introduced Ufith a pretty rural adventure. 

ThisfeiKftth Eclogue^ as the third befere^feems to be 
dn imitation ofact^amdmMgtheJbe^erds.ofold^ of 
Vying together m extempore verfe. At leqfl tis very 
like the Improviratori atprefent in Italy ; whoflou^ 
rijb now perhaps more than any other poets among 
them^ ptirtscubrly in Tufcany: They are furprijingly 
ready in their anfutsers (rcfpondcre parati) tfin^'^j 
Moclaveyir o£tavfe, jor fpeech'jGrr fpeech alier" 
nately faltemis <licetis ama^it alterna. Camenae.) 
In both thefe Eclogues the fecond jpeaker feems obliged 
to follow the turn of thought ufed by the fir ft ; as at 
prefeni the fecond Improvifatore is obliged tofoQow 
the rhyme ofthefirft. At Florence I have heard of 
their having even^iaipFovifo comedies* There were 
Improvifatort of this kind of old ; for before Liviuf 
Andronicus endeavoured to make any thing of a regu-* 
iar play^ compofitum teimere z€^ rudem altcrnis 
jaciebant,y2?yj Livy^ 7. 2. 17. C. 391. They w^'t 
Tufcarn too who brought this method to Rome, 

Sp^ncz, 
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E C L O (5 U E the Seventh. 
M EI, I B O E U S. 



MEtlBOEUS) CoRTbOK, ThYRSIS. 

MXLIBOEVS. 

« 

BY chance beneath an ilexM darkfome^lhade 
That whifpct* j with the breeze was'Daphnis lai3,; 
Q'heir flocks while Corydon and Thyrfis' joinM, 
Thefe milky ^oats, and tho£: the ileecy kiad ; 
Both Uobming. youths, ^and boih of A^caiy, ^ 

Both* fkifrd ab'ke to-fiag- and<to tt^y^ 
Thither my goat, the father of the fold. 
While clofe I fencM my flnyrtles' from the coW, 
Rambling had Uray'd ; I Daphnis fitting fpy'd. 
He {sLW me too, and Hither hade, he cr/d, .R> 

Safe^is thy goat ai\d kids : one idle ho«r, 
,Come,^afte with me beneaA this cooling bow'r : 
Here Mincios gently winding Uirongh the meads. 
Fringes, hie banks. with grafs and bending reeds. 
Hither thy herds at eve^to drink will come, 15 

While from yon' iacred oak bees fwarming ham. 
What could I do ? Aleippe was not near. 
Nor Phillis to the flails my lambs to bear ; 
Great was the ftrife betwixt the tanefol fwains. 
And bent on pleafure I forgot my gains ;i 20 

Ver. 16. Beis,^ That is, i^m examma, 
io. Gaiiu.\ Tis difficult to mak« the paftoral fimplicity of 

this 
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In fweet alternate numbers they began, 
(So bade the Nine) and thus the conteft ran. 

CORTDON. 

Give me the lays, nymphs of th* infpiringTpring^ ! 
Which Codms, rival of Apollo, fings \ 
Bttt if too weak to reach his flights divine, ts 

My ufelefs pipe I'll hang on yonder pine. 

Thyrsis. 
Yfe'fwains, your rifitrg'liard with ivy dccki 
Till Codrus* heartmalign'with envy^ break ; 
Or if pernicious praiie his tongue beftow. 
To guard from harms with baccar bind my brow. 30 

CORYDON. 

This briilly head, thefe branching horns I fend, . 

Delia ! and Mycon at thy fhrine (hall bend ; 

I£ ftill the chace with fuch fuccefs be crown'd. 

In marble (halt thou ftand, with purple buikins bound. 

this inCroduflion to the conteft, agreeable to modern readers. 
The images are all taken from pTain unadorned natut:e, and 
will not bear to be dreis'd up widi florid epithets and ppnn- 
pous language, as is the cuftom of our psiftoral writer;} in 
painting their fcenes of a£iion. 

»3» tfyft^bs of the Jpring,y The critics are greatly divided 
about the iituation ot Libethrum (Nmpbae Libetbrides) b«t 
the learned and accurate Strabo, whofe teftimony is v^orih 
that of a thoufand commentators, tells us, t hat Libethi urn is 
the nanse of a cave in or near Mount Helicon, confecrated to 
the Mufes by the Thracians. ^ 

ft4. Codrus,'\ Codrus, fays S^rvius, was a cotemporary poet 
with Virgil, and is. mentioned in thaelegies of Valerius* , 

30. IVttb baccar, '\ It was imagined by the tincients that 
this plant carried an amulet or charm agamft the falcinati^ii 
of what they call'd an evil tongue. 

j3. I/Jltlljbf tbace^l In the original, / proprium hoc 

fuirit'p ' 
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THyjt$j8« . , . 
Friapos! cakes and ]nUk^QXie.eKpeftt 55 

Small is the garden which, you nqw proteA ! ' 
But if the teeming ewes increafe my fold^ 
Thy marble ftatne chang'<d SbsJl-flmi^i^ .ppK&^d^U. 

CORYDOK. 

O Galatea ! nymph thaniw^ns moie bright. 
More iweet than thyme, juoxe fUr than ivy white, 49 
When paftur'd herds at evening- feek the flail, 
Hafle to my arms ! nor korn thy lover's call ! 

' Tayasis. 
May I^appearthan wither'd weeds more .vile, 
Or bitter herbage of Sardinia's iile^ 
Jf a year's length exceeds this tedious day ; - 45 

Homeward ye well-fed goats. (for ib^o^} nwajr I 

fueriti '*• /• %8 Ruaeus, if youfiiall make it as it were my 
own, aad pei^p^tual . Dafripri4»m *(by>tArfii d^^rnitHh Ai* S» 
What is the meaning of hoc ? That I (hould make fuch verfet 
as Codnis, fays Servius.— Butfalfely.-— The meaning is. As I 
have fucceeded in hunting this ^oar and ftag, (b may thit 
fttcceft be perpetual. 

40. hvy *mitt>'\ Morebeau^I than ivy, to us ma^* ftem 
'but an oddfimiie. It mi|^ found otherwife to an Italian, 
whofe country abounds with ever-greens \ meft of them of a 
nifty and diiagpeeable colour \ whereas ivy is of a clean 
lively green. They ufed it of old in the moft beautiful parts 
of their gardens : rliny fpeaking of his garden, and of the 
tiippodrome, which feems to have been one of the ^ttieft 
things in k, fays, Phtami tiraikur^ Uiae beder^ nu^ntur \ 
utque JummaefuiSf ita imaealieHttfrvndibus inrent. L. $.Sp. tf • 
Horace compares young beauties to ivy, and old women to 
dead wither*d leaves. Ici. Od. 95. St. ult. Spbhce. 

44.. Sardinia's,'] Diofcorides fays exprefsly, thatthepoifon- 
ous herb of Sardinia is a fpecies of ^Ajff.yttVf f^iftuncubu 
or crvwfoot. See MaRytn. * 

4^< IJ^Aixfj.] Catrou gives quite a new interpretation lo 
the "word aumerum: he fays it means muiical numbers* 
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•CoitYDtm. 
Ye mofly fofulSy smdgrsds aiotfe^bft tiim fl«tf» • 

Sefend my ftanAag flocks ! * ththtUsHatt^nettr^ 

AsmI burfting gems on* the giad vine ftp{K«r« 50 

Tmritsn. 
liere ever glowing fieardis, embrown tile pofls. 
Here blasnng pines lexpeldie pindttng^fMlSy 
Here cold and Boreas' blafts we dread ^nocmore^ 
Than wolres tiie flieep, or torrent ftresteu the Aorei' 

Here junipers and prtekiy ^^hefnttfes- (e^, 5^5 

Lo ! fcatter'd fruits lie- under evefjrffeej' 
All nature (miles ; but ihould Alexis go 
SMmcthifcbMb hilbw.c»'iiL.ftatasns.9iairfd€e!i^tto fl«w, 

Timcsrs, •. - 
Parch'd.afe.tbe:fI$Mai» 4he^ wisherM.liaEb^^ksi 
Bttcchus to hUh their Vinf ft a d kU e n teg ; te^ 

lifitPfiillis come^frefii. greens will dieck the ](roi^^ 
huj^M flsowtndeiccBdpxoiific Jove. ^ 

47. Tf mf^ Jmtts^ ThiB.Amoehaean Is doiibtleft mam 
btiiitiftil than the fucceeding, and contaias noie del^flhtifiil 
imsges of aatove, Ms* Bi^dcnihas omitted the natural ftroke 
ofthefmo^y.pofts Jntbecottapeu /. 

. <5a« Strtams nvmdd uaft toJfonvJ] T.he end of this Ainoe* 
hasaa «|)«affs to fonae critics ^o be Enh^^vuiias et ftumina 
Jieea, Siyt I am of opinion the poet deiigaM the Ikie ihould 
be faint and languiihing, as it were, roorev fully to expreft 
that mournful ftate of nature in hit painting. Mr. Pope haa< 
imitated this-aad theibllowingpaQagein his iirft paAoral. 

59. ParcB'd,'] A fine contraft is 6bf<frv^ble in thefc two* 
Amoebaeans. The fiourHhiiig fcenes of nature are ftroUgly 
Ul ofFby the fadin|^dlanguiming profpcit that-fucceeds. 
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Cor X DON. 
Alcides, poplar > yenus, myrtle groves ( 
Bacchus, the viae $ the laurei<| Phoebus loves ; 
Phillis the hazels ; while they gain herpraife, 65 

Myrtle to them ihall yield, and Phoebus' bays. 

Thyrsiv. 
Lovelieft in wsdks t^e pii^e,, the afb in woods. 
Firs on the mountains, poplars in the floods ; 
Fair Lycidas, reyifit oft' my. field, 
Pi^e, poplar, fir, and aih to thee ihaU yield t ^o 

Thus Thyrfis fbove,- but vanquiih'd were hii ftraiiu i 
And Corydon without a rival reigns. , 



- 63. dkidfs,'] When Reitttlet ivtumcd frdmktU, he wai 

6bled to have crown'd his head whb a chaplct of poplar 

leaves. 

71.— ftrf 'vanquijb'd ^were tits Jhrmns,'] The vKtery is ad* 
|ud|;ed to Corydon, becau^ Corydpn in th^'frft -Anicbaecin 
oegiqs with piety to the gods ; Tbydis with rageagainft hi$ 
advetfary : m the fecond, Corvdon invokes Piana, a chafte 
goddefs i Thyrfis,. an iobfcene qeit^» Priapnsr : in the tbird^ 
Corydon addrefies bimfelf to Galatea with tnildnefs \ Thyrfig 
with dire imprecations i, in the reft> Corydon> fubje6ls are 
generally pleaiing and delightful to the imagination $ tho/e 
of Thyrfis aie dircftly contrary. RvASys.' 

.74. And Cory don. "] The original fays, ex illo Corydon , &c, 
which is an ellipfis, fays $ervius, and ma^r be fuppiied viffpr 
nobtlisfupra omnes. Simplicius fays, ex illo tempore Corydon^ 
babetur a nebu veri Corydon : that is, really worAy the repu- 
tation he has obtained. 



The End of the Seventh Eclogue. 
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E C L O G U E the Eighth. 
ARGUMENT. 

TTfIs is evidently an imitation of the ^etpfJLAKivJptA of 
Theocritus^ and is very valuable not only for its poe^ 
ileal beauties y but likewifefor the account tt prefervcs 
to us'$ffeveralfupeiilitious rites and heathen notions 
$f inchantment. The poet feems to have had an high 
idea of his compofition by his introducing it info lofty 
ajirainy quorum ftupefa£lae carmine lynces. The 
critics have been very much divided whether it is in^ 
fcribed^o PoUio or Akgu/ius. Catrou pleads very 
Jironglyfir Auguflus \ but Dr. Martyn largely exa^ 
mines ibis plea^ and confutes itfolidly. There is doubt" 
lefs a great ftrefs to be laid on 

Sola SophocI<eo tua carmina digna cothurno^ - 

For though Auguflus began a tragedy on the death of 
Aiaxy {after Sopnocies) yet this piece was never pub^ 
hjhedj as many fine ones ofPollio were^ who is highly 
celebrated by Horace for his dramatic excellence. Cib. 
II. Od. r. Motum ex Metello, &c. The en- 
chantments defer tied in this Eclogue y are finely imi^ 
taiedia the Arcadia del Saknazqro ; a book 
to which our Sir Philip Sidney in his Arcadia is much 
indebted, Sannazaro has there given a loofe to his 
fancy y and has Jhewn that he had a very exuheram^-^ 
mu^^Profa. rex 
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io6 THEICLOGUES iEcl.S 

ECLOGUE the Eighth. 
P {I A R M A C E U T R I A. 

Dahqk^ Alp^esjuobus. 

CEarmM with the fbngs of two contending fwainsf 
The herds fojr wonder ceas'd to graze the plain's. 
In deep furprize the lynxes liilening Hood, 
The rolling rivers $opt their headlong Hood ! 
O Pollio ! leading thy vi^orioas bands, 5 

0*er deep Timavus* or Illyria*s fands ; 
O when thy glorious deeds ftall I rehearfe. 
When tell the world how matchlefs is thy verie. 
Worthy the lofty ftage pf la^rdPd Greece, 
Great rival ef majeAjc Sophodes ! lO 

With thee begap my fbngs, with thee ihall end i . 
Vheftrains thyfelf commanded, O attend ! 
And 'mid the laurels whidi thy brows entwine. 
Admit this humble ivy-wreath of mine. 

Night, her unwlK)lieibp(ie (hadqws fi:;arcewithd)rew^i5 
What time the cattle love the copling dew, 
DsmoxXf againft an oUve's tmnk xecUn'd, 
Thus pouf d the tranipcM'ts of his jealous mind* 

Damok. 
B^%ht Lucifer arife ! bring on the day, 
^ hile I deceived by Nifa pine away> lOt 

Ver. 17. RsciifTd,'} Denoting the melancholy pofture of 
the ihepheid, leaning againft the tteei Jiot iwumbm baath^ 



X 



lScl.fc ■ OF vrlRGim lo; 

To heaven raddrcffing my laft pray'rs and tears. 
Yet which of all the gods my forrow hears i 

Begin with me, my pipe, Maenalian ftrains. 
Delightffil Maenaltt6» 'oiid echoing groves. 
And vocal pines, iUl} hears the fhepherds' lOves ; 2C 
The rural warblings hears of fkilful Pan, 
Who fir& to tunc negleded reeds began. 

Begin, &c. 
Fair Nifa Melius weds ! O wond'rous mate,* 
Ye lovers ! what may we not hope from fate f 30 

Now gryphons join with mares ! Another year, ^ 
Wtth hoiHie dogs ihall drink the timid deer: 
Thy bride comes forth! begin the feftal rites ! 
The walnuts ftrew ! prepare the nuptial lights ! 
O envied hufband, now thy blifi is nigh» 35:. 

Behold for thee bright Heiper mounts die iky» / 

Begin, &c 
O Nifa I congratulate thy choice ! ■ 
Me yon deipiie, my pipe, and artleis voice^ - 

- • . •'^ 

25. ^is very poetical toperfonify the mountaio MaemlUti 
ai^'aicribe to it « votee %wA the power ^.^ beanog. 
' 34. Nv^Ad'hgffH, ] Hie bride uied to be led home by night 
with lif^iited iter(^. b^ore hen Tbeir torches were pieces 
of pine or unftuoiis wood^ which were cut to a point that the)P^' 
might be the more eafily inflaoied. Plutarch iays, there 
were/vtf ufudW carried. ^ Martyn. 

That nuces fignify ivalnikji and have a myftical figtiifira- 
tiori in the nuptial ceremonies^ ■ iee Martyn's Georgics, v« 

36. M^fTr^ That is, night approaehef*. 

" — ■ . H efperus that led 

^ 13M.ftarry hoft iboiie brighteit^ ,tili th* moon, ^c. 
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My goats, my ftiaggy brews, my length of beard, 40 
Nor think the gods your broken vows have heard. 

Begin, &c» 
• Once with your mother to our fields you came. 
For dewy apples — thence I date my flame ; 
The choicefl fruit I pointed to your view, 45 

Tho' young my raptur'd foul was fix'd on you ! 
The boughs I fcarce could reach with little arms. 
But then, ev'n then could feel thy pow'rful charms. 

how I gaz'd in pleafing tranfport toft ! 

How glow'd my heart in fweet deluiion loft ! 50 

Begin, &c. 

1 know thee. Love ! on horrid Tmarus born. 
Or from cold Rhodope's hard entrails torn, 
Nnrs'd in hot fands the Garamants among. 

From human ftock the favage never Ijprung. 5 5:, 

Begin, &c. 

40. Length of beard.1 La CeVda is of o^nion, that the 
meaning is, my violent love has made me negle6lmy per- 
fon. ..'♦.. 

45. The cboleefl fiuit,'] The circumftances of his offi«f 
aoufners of pointing out the fruit, and of his being but juft 
' able to reach the branches from the ground, are natural and* 
poetical. 

Ut *vidi I uPperii I ut me matus ahfttdit error .' 

does not excel] 

Hi iJ^m, ai «^*^», ftr< u ^nAvv ntKMr iptfju 

AhftuUt error is not fo ftrong as the Greek. 

52. On horrid Tmarus, '\ Docs not, the Shepherd > Damon 
firero to be too well acquainted with the geography of diftaut 

€ HAtl'leS f 
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' ' ' • V ' 

Relentlefs love the mother taught of yore, 

To bathe her hands in her own infant** gore j 

O barbarous mother thirfting to deftroy ! 

More cruel was the mother or the boy ? 60 

Both, both, alike delighted to deftroy, 

Th* unnatural mother and the ruthlcfs boy. 

Begin, &c. 
Now hungry wolves let tim'rous lambkins chace, 
Narcifltts' flowers ihe barren alder grace, ' 65 

Let blulhing apples knotted oaks adorn. 
Let liquid amber drop from every thorn ! 
Let owls contend with fwans ; our rural'bwd" 
To Orpheus or Arion be preferred ! ' 
Like Orpheus^ draw die liftening trees along, 70 

Or like Orion charm the finny throng. 

Begin, &^. 
I^et the fea ruih o'er' all, in fhorelefs IToods ! 
Take this laft dying gift ! — fkrewel, ye woods T 
Vib adieu ! — from yOn im'^ending fteep, 75 

Headlong I'll plunge into the foamy deep ! 

Ceafe now» my pipe, now ceafe Maenalian ftrain9» 



57\ Relentlefs lo*ve.'] After Medea had fled with Jafon^ 
one of t!ie Argonauts,, fcom her father and country, he bafely 
forfook her and married another : this fo highly enraged her^^ 
that fhe murdered before his face the children flie Had by hJm,, 
The moii pathetic tragedy of Euripides is on this fine rubie6l ; 
wherein the tendernefs of the mother, and the fury of the for, 
faken miftrefs, produce noble draggles of paflion. I can« 
not forbear adding, that the celebrated lines crudelis mattr^ 
magts, ^c, contaii> a trifling play and jingling of words very* 
unworthy the fimplicity of Virgil's ftyle.. Dr. Trapp and Dr,.. 
Martyn are of a. quite contnuy opinion, and' think thepaT- 
iage beautifuL 
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Thus Damon moaraVi. Ye tonefiil vifgiiis tell 
The fivain'^ j:qptly«*-Not alliaall exc4* 

Bting water foi^ tKe^ feleniQ xitea defign'd^ 8#» 

The altar'3 fides with holy £llet5 bind— 
The ftrongeftfranlunceufe^ rkh verraiix bum^- , 
That might/ magic may to madnefs tum 
My per/ur'd loTxe^^is dosifi-^aod Bought remains 
To^rown die rites^ but all-jflfhanring^ ftndns. 9j 

Bring Daphnis, bring him from the town» my fbrains*. 
By firaina pale Cynthia from her iphere defceuds. 
Strains chan^'d to brutes UlyjQTes' wondering friends, > 
Strains in the meadqiw, or the fiscret brake, 
(Can the deaf adder^t,. aiidiFenQm'd ihalce^ . ^ 

Bring, &c; 
Lo ! firil I round thy waxen image twift, > 
And clofely \nMi ihis triple.4:olo«r'd lift. 
And th^ee times round the altar walk ^ ibr .three^ - 
|iB|i dear number t9 dread Hecate . 5j}: 

Bring, jecV 



yt.Te tunrfittwr^m.'] The poet^hinis that he Sn unabUto '■ 
proceed by his ovn ftirngdiy and begs thciefore tht afliftance' 
•f th« mules-. Bossv» 

'80. Brmivafir,'] The water was heated in the houfe, and 
the fercerelfs calls to her alDftant AteaiyUis to bring it out to 
her ; fb there is no need to read ^er, as fonae have done. 

81. Tbeflrofjg€jK\ The ancients called the ftrongeft fort of ' 
firankincenfe, male* 

94. For ibreeJ] The ancients had" a procKgious veneration • 
fbt \ht number tbree^ and held many ridiculous fuperftitions 
ia relation to it. This number was thought the moft perfeft 
of all i)umbei's> hariog regard to the beginoiDgi middle^ and ^ - 
end.. 
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Hafte, Amaryfli^jpty^ylHifyfa^; ^ 

Hiifte» qwickiy, lout the.confecr»ted \mi^ C 

And fay 'tis kfutxt Vc&tts' dread Gommftad ; ^ 

In three clofe knots tKe sxiixing colours U^t, lop^ 

For ardent lovers fuch clofe bands befit» 

Bring, &c. 
^^9 this faoie iire melts wax and hardens dayi 
To others de^» tet hLpii^y lpv€ repay. 
Crumble the £^red c^d^e^ let widier'd bays, 105- 

Inflam'd with liquid fulphur crackling fala^e ; 
As Df^jjuiis wfirins my hfif^is^-mxh deQxe, 
May Daphnis bikrn in this ^onAmiit^ £i:e» 

May Daphnis kiA (ncJi jteoffig> im^wer'd love, i ip 
As die fond imi^r f«eb, thfo' ciefieand groye. 
Who fee^s hier beanteoi^s bjiU, tlm tir^d and &lfti. 
On thte grcm fxUhy hanA: Ii«9 d09«» to |t«nt> 

163. Ai tits fame fireJ] There were plainly two figurea^ 
made, one of wax, and the other of clay, the fiormer would 
natucally .Hiek, md the other harden by the &e- The notion 
was, thatastjie image copfumed, fo did the perfonitrepiie- 
fented. Dr. Martyn observes, that in the be^nning of the 
is^ century, many perfons were con vi6led oT this and other 
idch Itfke praxes, and were executed accordingly, as it was 
deemed to be attempting the lives of others. King James 
Ihe Arft was a greatbelievcr of the power of magkr, and wrote 
» very idte book on the itibje6l, entituled, Dacmonologie. 
Shakefpear feems to have cholcn the fubje£k of his Macbeth' 
to pleafe the tafte of that prince. 

The k€^s were burnt alfo to eonAime the flefli of the per- 
fcn on whole account thefc magical rites were performed; 
The cake is crumblltd' upon the inuige of Daphnis as upon the 
▼iftimof this faerifke. 

105. The Ptola was made of meal falted and kneaded, 

Htif whence it was called mola^ and vi^ms were faid to be 

isBoioiatedt . 
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Loft to herfelf and roitiug oni. the ground/ 
Heedlefs of darkfome night now dos'd around !^' i»$ 
Ev^n thusy may difregakled Daj^nis- btrn,-- 
Pkie to deijpair, nor I his flame return. 

Bring, &c. 
This veft the faithlcfs traitor left behind^ 
Pledge of his love I give, to thee confign*d, lae 

O facred earth ! thus plac'd beneath the door, 
O-may the precious pledge its lord reftore ! 

Bring, &c. 
Thefe powerful^' poifonous plants in Pontus dug, 
(Ponttts aboundis in many a magic drug) 
Sage Moeris gave ; in dire enchantmenle^ brewed,. 1 25 
Moeris his limbs with' thefe^has bfit^btfdewMf . 
Hence the fell forceref' have*I ieen become 
A wolf, and thro* wild forefts howling roam. 
With thefe from graves the ftarting (pedres warn, - 
And, whirl to diftant fields the Handing com. , i $<^- 

. Bring, &c. . 
Tiatkfe now thefe afhes from th* expiring wood, ' 
And flrew them, Amaryllis, o'er the flood ; 

immolated, becaufe the foreheads of the vi£limSr and ^ttt 
hearths and the knives had this cake crumbled on them. 

RVAEUt. 

1^5. M]fi/i] In the original, Verdttay nee ferae meminit de^ 
cederenaQi \ whic4l fuveet line, fays Macrobius, is taken en- 
tirely from Vaiius. 

125. Sag/e Moeru^ The.^eicription of the powerful nefs of 
Moeris his magic, is fublime.- Pontus was the land of poV 
fons : Mithridates, who ufed to eat poifon, reigned there \; 
and Medea was born in Colchis. 

132. ^efe aJbeu'X yVt \v^Qli^. powerful of all incantations 
was». ta thi'ow the afiie» of/ the facrificg backward imp the. 
wat<£k. 
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But backward caft them, dare not l6ok behind. 
With thefe I'll ftrive to touch his hardened mind ;, 15 j 
But weak all art my Daphnis' breaft to move. 
For he nor charms regards, nor powers above. 

Bring, &c. 
Lo ! rotind the altar's fides what flames ifpire ! 
The dying embers burU into a fire ! 1 40 

Lift ! Hyla^ liaijcs ! O mj^y it lucky pro^e ! 
But ah ! how oft are we deceived that love f 
Can it be truth ?- my heart will Daphnis «afei 
He comes, my Daphnis comes*— Enchantmenti ceatb I 

140. ThedjwM imhiThi The -ancients thought the Aiddeft 
"blaiing of the foe a very nappy omen. For Plutarch relates, \ 
that the veftal virgins congratulated Cicero, and begged him 
to proceed In hie proleeutton of Catilme. and aiured him of 
great fucceft, becauft the fire of their utcrifict lighted of iti^ 
own accord. 



The End of the Eighth Ectooui. 
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E GX..0 G UE the NmtK. 



ARGUMENT. 



^ <ir^ Wi ly "Servius that M^ris^is thi ferf9H wtni f 
ieidtbecarerf VrrgiFsfarmj was hit procuratdr^ «&■ 
, l^^ff% as wefpeak at prefint; and that whi» Virgil Z 
' haJ^rcm Augufius received, a grant 6^ its lands, om 
jtrrmsa^untftrimyrqfMfidU^mit bmini^ pofffjBfon^ » 

// bad t 



trndwatdd eitmaSaAf iavtiiilled^bim i/Kr^il had -mt 
* fivad Us life hy humming eiver the AUnatis. ?%tt 
accident is mentioned in this Eclogue. Lyckbs over^^ 
takes Moeris on his way to Rome^ andq/ks bim to re'* •> 
peat to him as they pajed along Jome favourite verfes^^ 
that he formerly had heard from him. Moeris grants . 
bis rifu0iji^JudArtl^jhe^jt0^4A^ mUuralanei^^ 
dramatic nwnmr. ^ 



ttLj9^ Qt ATIKQIh., ' 115. 



E C L O G U E ^hc NiffA.. 
M O E R I 5/ 

Xycidas, Moerts. 

SA.Y, Moeris, to the city dod thou hafie ? ^ 
M0BRIS« 

O Lycidas, the day's arriv'd.at lafl^ 

When the fierce ilranger» breathing rage fhall fay> . 

Thefe fields are mine, ye veteran hinds, awgy .1 

To whom, by fortune crufix'dy o'ercome by fear, . j^; 

Thefe kids (a curfe. attend them!) maft I bear* 

liYCXDAS. 

Sure I had heard, that where yon' hills defcend^ 

And to the vale .their flopi^g foflunits bend> 

Down to the ftream and ancient broken.beey^h, 

Far a3 the confines of his paftures reach/ ^ 

Menalcas fav'd his all by (kilful ftrains* 

MOERIS. 

Such was the tale among the Mantuan iWains ; 
But verfe 'mid dmdfiiliKqu^s^ mad- tusmdts, pfoves 
As weak-andpowvflefs, as Dodona'5 -dovee. 
When the fierpe, Jwngiy e^gk'firft . thqy fyfp 1 5 

Full on dietr keads inpetuou* dart ffom high* 

Ver. 14.. Doves] Specia pr0 gemri. Two dovct wcce faid 
to fit oi\the tops of the oracular oaks at Dodona, in Epirurj 
and Epinif was often called Chaonia, 
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The boding raven from an hollow tree, 

WamM us to ceafe the fbrife, and quick agree ^ 

Elfe of our liberty, nay life, dcprivM, 

Nor Moeria nor Menalcas had furvivM. 20- 

Lycidas. 
What rage the rnthlefs fcddier could induce 
To hurt the fweeteil favourite of the mufe ? 
O direful thought ! hadft thou, Menalcas, bled. 
With thee had all our choiceft pleafures fled ! 
Who then could ftrew fweet flowers, the nymphs could fing 
Who ihade with verdant boughs the cryftal fpring f 26 
.Or chant thofe lays which privately Iread^., 
When late we viiited my fav'rite maid : 
** Watch, Tit^us, watch. And fee my goats receive , 
^ At morn freih pailure, dhd cool flreams at eve; 39 
*' Soonm return ; but as the flock you lead, 
*^ Beware the wanton ridgUing's butting head.? 

MOERIS.. 

Or thofe to Varus, tho' unfinifh'd ftrains— — 
«• Varus, iHbuld we preferve our Mantuan plains, 
^* (Obnoxious by Cremona's neighbouring crime) 3^ 
** The fwans thy name fliall bear to heav'n fublime*'* 



%$• Wb9 tbin could Jlrenv,'] Vifgil certainly alludes to hh 
eclogue, entitled D^^imis, coropofed on the death a[ Julius 
Caeiar. 

35. Cremona'^s.] Auguflus divided the lands of Cremona 
amqngftUsfoldiers, becaufe they iided widi Antony. But 
that country not affording fufHcient quantities of land for 
all the foldiers, part of the territory of Mantua was added and 
given away in tlut manner. 



Bd.g. OF VIRGIX- %iy 

Lycidas. 
Begin, if veffe tkon hail» ihy tonefiil friend ; 
On trefoil fed fo may thy cows diftend 
^Tlieir copious adders ; {o thy bees refufe 
The baneful juices of Cymaean yews. ^ 40 

Me too the mufes love» aiid give me lays. 
Swains call me bard, but I deny their pndfe ; 
I reach not Vjarus* voice, nor Ciniia's fong. 
But (cream like gabbling geefe fweetfwans among. 

MOEItlS.. 

ThoTe ftrains. |un I revolving in my mind, 4 j 

Nor~are they verfesofa vulgar^kthd. . 

** P lovely Galatea! hither hade! 

" . Fpr. vsrhat delight affords the wat'ry wafte? 

** Here purple fpring her gifts profufely pours, 

« And paints the river-banks with balmy flow'rs ; 50 

<* Here, o'er the grotto the pale poplar weaves 

«* With blufliing vines a.canopy of leaves ; 



40. Cyrfiaean^'CordctL was called Cymus by the Greeks* 
The honey of this ifland was moft remarkably bad. 

43. Cinna'Sf &r.] This undoubtedly was not Helvius Cinna 
die poet who was murdered, by miftaking him for Corneliua 
Cinna, and an enemy of Julius Caefar, at that emperor*s fu- 
neral. But it feems to have been Lucius Cinna, diegrand- 
ipn of Pompey, and a great favourite of Auguftus. Others 
think the words relate <to two writers. 

47. 0/9a;^/yG^//a.] Thefeverfesinthe orieinal, afTem- 
ble together fome. of the loveliejl obje^s of wild unadorned 
mature. They are a copy of a beautiful paflaj^e in Theocri* 
tus,' but greatly excel the Greek poet's deicription. 

51. JjtofuesS Obferve how judicioufly Virgil mentions on- 
ly the (hades of the vines I it being yet od^ fpringi there 
4€oiild be no grapes. 
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*'*' Then quit the feas I agnaSt the founding fhore 
''** Let the vejct oceaa's billows idly toat P* 

LrciDAs^ 
'What's that you fuiig.sdoae^ oAe ctondltTsni^^?^ 5j 
Its air I know, conid I tk« words recite* 

MOBRtt. 

« Why i!^U confalt^ for anoieiitiigits,^ the' ikies f 

<< Baphnis ! behold the Jdkiau- llkr ai^ ! 

** Who fe ' pcww thte falds whh copiom com fh$Xt fill» 

*< And cloath with richer grapes each funiiy hill ; 60 

^ Now, Daphnis, for^y gcandfttis platts thy pe«rs^ 

f* Who lufcious fmitsihaU crop in diftant ye«rs.'*-« 

58. DtAbgnsl biboldA Virgil, fays La Cevda, ieemt to hav^ 
contended with faittifidfin this place far videcy. He oppofes 
thefe fiy^ vtifss to thofe which went hdntf Ar niit is Go* 
Utta, in which haring excelled Theocritus^ he nQW'Cndca* 
tours^O etcel himfelfr In the former he aimed onlr at the 
fwcetnefsof eapniffiiMi^ as became one who addrewd him* 
felf to~ Caeiar, who was then admitted among the gods* Tfatat 
he defcribes the delights of the fpn'iig, flowers, riversy fliades, 
Hich obje^as tend to pleafure $ here, he produces the frutta 
of Ainuner, com, grapes, and pears, all which are ufeful to 
'map. Who can U17 that Virgil fpeaks idly» or to no por« 
pofc? • 

58. Behold the yulian*'] The Julian itar, according to 0o6h>r 
Halley, was a comet ; and the fame that appeared (for the 
third time after) in i68o. H$ fays that the tail of that comet 
in its neareft approach to the fun, was fixty degrees - long. 
So that it muft have made a very confiderabfe figure in the 
heavens, as Horace fays the Julian flar did. After Caefar*s 
death a comet happened to appear* which the fuperftitious vuU 
gar thoQgl)t was the foul of Julius Caefar placed among the 
gods. Auguflus^ his courtiers propagated this notion. 

55. FhUi.^ Segetes generally fignihis the JteUh in Virgirs 
writings. 

6s. frultsA Pma is C9minonly ufcd by the ancients for. 
my efculentft-uk* 



AU» ! bf^ Seating itkn6 how tkmgs^dodaf t ' 
vOnce could X i^igf whok faauncr-ABift aiK^ ;■ 
Bat ah ! my^meai'ry lkil»«— Ame. wolf 'accors^d 6j •. 
Hath ftopt my, Ypke «imL IcMk'd on Moem ivft i 
But oft Men^kM wiU repeat tfaefeU^ri* 

My ftrong defir^a iochiUghtcexaifttiiiiS^ 
l^old no whifp'riBg winds^th^hiaasknilnieer; 
. Smooth is die furface of .the n^ghb'ring lake^ r^Q 
Befidesi t<^.Olll! mdtjonzmy^se.vm 000%. 
1 fee the top of oU Kamrfa tomhk$ 

1$ if he bad forgot the reft.of thtppem. 

65. M;^MemoKf/mls.']dh(trve two thing^j fays R«aeu%, 
<x. 'ThaXoBlitm is ufed in a paffive fignificatrcHw "*»• That, 
■mUn is^put for m#. ^So in the Aeneid, NuBk tuarumi acce*^ 
dita mihi neque^is afirorum, 

6^. ^•wtf «H;o^»fr«r/V.] The ancicifts; imagined, that If a 
wolf happened to look on any man firft, the perfbn wa» in- 
ftantly dcprivcdof his voice. :^t;x«K e^%it t^tM^« T/^, a^ v 
^9^©* %P9t9f fays Theocritus. 

68. Caufando in the original^ ligtilfies by pretending to 
• make excufeau . ' 

Siultm uterque locum immeritum taufatur tniquu 

Horace* 

ff>, Tbeitiighb^ing laieJ\ The original {^j^^ firatum filet 
xixequor. By aequor cannot poflibly b« underftood the fea, as 
*tomt translators have imagined. Catron's obfervation is very 
•'ingenious. Our Aiepherds were already arrived at the edge 
''of the lake of Mantua, which i« formed round the city by the 
Mincio. Is not a lake a/i?fl m the eyes of fticphcrds ? 

7*. Bianor*s tePnb,^ Bianor, fon of the river Tiber, by the 
daughter of Tireilas, named Manto, is fabled to have fird 
■of all fortified the city of Mantua, and to have given it the 
■name of his mother. His tomb» as ancient ones uiually were, 
was placed by the way-fide. Hence the expreflion, abi via* 
tuTy fifii ii^sr^i-abrurdly Introduced into modem epitaphs^ 
,oot plac^'iiiTach fituatioss* 
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Here, Mocrls,' wliere the (wains thick branches prune. 
And ftrew their leaves, our voices let us tane ; 
Here refl a while, and lay your kidlings down, * 75 
Remdiis full time to reach the deftin'd town ; 
But if you tempefts fear and gathering rain, 
Still let us footh our travel widi a ftrain ; 
The ways feem fliorter by a warbled fong, 
rileafe:yottr burden as we pais along. * go 

C , MOBRIS. 

Ceafe your requeft ; proceed we o'er the plain ; 
When H E returns we'll fing a fweeter ftrain. 

^ 74. Attdfiriw their Uaves.] La Cenda fays, they gathered 
the leaves to Rrtw thehn on Bianor*s tomb : but the epithet 
den/as feeips to point to amfufatio/t, ^hich they w^ted by 
growing too thick. 
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ECLOGUE the Tenth. 
ARGUMENT. 

• # 

The poet introduces his friend and patron Gallus^ lying 
under a folitary rock in Arcadia^ bewailing the in-* 
eonftancy ofhisnujirefs Lycorisy by whom is meant the 
beautijul Cither ts^ a moft celebrated aSlrefsy that 

. left him to follow fome officer into Germany* He 
defcribes the rural deities coming to vijit Galjus in hit 
diftrefsy as they do Daphnis in TheocrituSy and ktft 
pf all Apollo himfelfy who all endeavour in vain te 
comfort Sim* 
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^ ECLOGUE the Tenth. 
G A L L U S. 

AID thelaftlabour ofmy ruralmufe, 
'T4s GsSilvLB As, MfpMoiis Afdthttle I 
But then fuch pity-moving ftrains impart. 
Such numbers as fliay touch Lycprfe' heart ; 
Yet once more, tuneful nymph, thy fuccour bring ! 5 
Wh^ bard for Gallus canrefufe to iing ? 
So wMle beneadi Siciliui ftas you glide, 
May Doris hfe^^i- f dfutc ymr pit* t*(fe ! 

Widi Galliis* hajytefe love be^ the lay. 
While browzethe goats Hiie tenaer-buddin^ fprky ; r« 
Nor to the deaf bur mournful noites we fing^ 
Bach wooi ihidi with reijponfive echoes m%. 
Where were ye, Naiads ! in whatt lawn or gitoVfej 
When Gallus pin*S with unregarded love ? 
For not by Aganippe's fpring we play'd, 15 

Nor Pindus* verdant hill your fteps delay'd j 
For him lamented every lauref grove 5 
The very tamarifcs wept his haplefs love ; 

Vcr. 10. While brtnvxe the goats*'] The original calls them 
/mae capellae, {nuh'nos"d goats, which will not bear to be 
rendered into Engliih. This is one in ftance among a thou- 
fand that may be given, of the utter impoflibility of giving 
any giaccfulnefs to many images in the claffics, which in 
a dead language do not appear grofs or common. 

13. Wlerfwenyeilfaiads.l This is finely jm»tatcd iti 
that excellent piece of Milton intituled^ Lycidas, but is ori* 
finally in Theocritus, 
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His woes cv*n piftc-topt Maenalus bemofuiM, 

Thro' aH his caverfis the dark moufitam groan'd j ao 

And cold Lyeacum*9 rocks bewail'd his fate. 

As fad beneath a lonely cliiflFlve fate* 

Around him flood his flock in dnmb ft^price, 

A fhepherd's lowly name I ne'er dcfpife— — 

Nor thou, fWeet basrd, difdain fair flocks to giiide, 25 

Adonis fed them by the river's fide; 

The heavy hind to him, and goat-herd haile^ 

And old Menalcas wet from gathering wint'ry mafl ; 

All of his love anqiiite; Apollo came; r , ^ 

<< Why glows my Gallvs' bread with fruitkfeHaaie? 30 

*• To feek another yooth thy falfc one ffies, 

<« Thro' martial terrors and inclemettt fltiesi**^——* 

Stoiking the ruftic hoittmrs of his brow. 

The lilly tall, and fennel's l>rttnching bough, 

5ylrdhus came ; ^d Pan, Aftaiia's ptide-, 55 

With vcrmil-htres, and bktfWng elder dy'd : 

<*, Ah ! why indtilge, he cric^, thy bb^adlcis grief, 

-«* Think'fl thou that love will heed, or brmg relief? 

*«« Nor tears can love fuffice, «&r fho(wef6 the gn^s, 

«< Nor leaves the goat, nor flowers the honied race." 40 

Sad Galium then. — Yet O Arcadian fwains^ 

Ye befl artificers of foothing flrains I 

Tune your foft reeiis, and teach your rocks my wOes^ ^ 

$0 fhall my fhade in fweeter reft repofe; 



.41. Sad Callus then.'] This addre&of Gallus to the Area* 
djans^is tender aad>moving^ efpecially that part of it wher« 
Ire wi0ies he had.be«n only an humble ihepherd like thenu 

G 2 But 
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s 
% 

O that your birth and bus'nefs had been mine, 45 

To feed the flock, and prune the fpreading vine ! 

There fome foft folace to my amorous mindt 

Some Phillis or Amyntas I' fhould find : 

(What if the boy's fmooth fldn be brown to view. 

Dark is the hyacinth and violet's hue) 59 

There as we lay the vine's thick fhades beneath, 

Thdf boy ihould fing, and Phillis twine the wreath. 

Jlcre cooling fountains roll thro' flow'ry meads. 

Here woods, Lycoris ! lift their verdant heads. 

Here could I wear my carelefs life away, 55 

And in thy arms infenfibly decay. 

Inftead of that, me frantic love detain^ 

'Mid foes, and deathful darts, and bloody plains : 

While you, and can my foul the tale believe. 

Far from ypur country, lonely wand'ring leave. 

Me, me your lover, barbarous fugitive ! 60 

Seek the rough Alps, where ihows eternal fhine. 

And joylefs borders of the frozen Rhine^ 

Ah ! may no cold e'er blafl my deareft maid. 

Nor pointed ice thy tender feet invade ! 

But when he juft afterwards addrefles his n^^iftrefs, iltt lines 
are inexprefiibly pathetic. 

Hie geUdifontts ; Inc molUafratay Lycori ; 
Hie riemtu : hie ipfo tecum confumtrtr aevo. 

And then he turns oiFat once to the evils his paffion has ex« 
poled him to, 

Nuftein/d/ms amoTy&e, 

53. Thefc four lines are taken from fir George Lytteltoa'l 
elegant eclogues, entitled| Tbefrogreft ofhve. 

J 
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I go, I gOt Chalddian drains to fait 65 

To the foft founds of the Sicilian flute ! 

*Tis fix'd !— to mazes of the tangled wood. 

Where cavern*d monfters roam in queft of blood» 

Abandoned will Ifly, to feed my flame . 

Alone, and on the trees infcribe her name ; 70 

Bad as the groves in lately growth improvie« 

By pow'r congenial will increase my ^^^^ t 

Mean while on fummits of Lycaeum hoar. 

With the light nymphs I'll chafe the furious boar. 

Nor me fliall frofts forbid with horn and hound 7$ 

Parthenia's echoing forefts to furround. 

Now, now, thro' founding woods I feem to go, 

Twaiiging my arrows from' the Pardiian bow : 

As if thefe fports my wounded bread: could heal, 

Or that fell^god for mortal pangs would feel ! 80 

But now, again no more the woodland maids. 

Nor paftoral fongs delight-^Farev^el, ye fhaded<— «-• 

No toils of ours the cruel god can change, . 

Tho' loft in frozen deiarts we ihould range, 

Tho' we ihould drink where chilling. Hebrus flows, :^ 

Endure bleak winter's blafts, and Thradan fhows.; 

<>5. / go, I g9,^ How juflly are the varions refolutioQS 
and fliifting paflions of a lover here defcribed ! Fivft, he re- 
folves to renew his poetical fludies, (Tor Gallut was a writer 
of elegies) then fuddenly he talks of leayine the world, and 
finding out fome melancholy folitude, and hiding hlmfelf 
aniong the ddns of wild beafts, and araufing himfeirby carv-^ 
jng her name on the trees. Then all at once he breaks out 
into a refolution that he will fpend all his time in hunting; but 
fuddenly recollects with a fi|rh, that none of thefe amufements 
will cure his paiHon $ and men bids adieu to all the diverfioos 
of which he had been fpeajung. 

G 3 
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Or. on hot India's pbins our Socks ihould feod^ 

Where the par<|h'd elm declines }fis fickeniag head ; 

Beneath fier^re g^wxng Cancer^s iery beams. 

Par frpm. cool breezes and refre&dxkg ftreami. 90 

Love over all nwBtains reiiftlefs fway> 

,And let us loYe'3 all-<;onquering power obey. 

Thus, a^ aba&et's rulhy frame he WQve» 
Yourb^dj yemu&Si fong the pains oflove. 
May Gallus view the ibng wjith partial eyes, pj;' 

For whom each hourndy ibnies of friendship riie, 
JPaft as when vernal gales their influence fpread. 
The verdant alder lifts his blooming hea^. 
But hafle, uBwholfome to the loitering iwaiu 
The fhades are found, and hurtful to the grain ; too 
Ev'njijmper'sfw^etihade, whofc leaves around 
J^ragrance 4itfufe,-at eve are u^^ious found. 
Homeward, y^ w^U-fed goat?, now finks the Aiy. 
Lo, glittmag H^fper com^s ! my goati away. 

17. FeiJ.] Firfemw^ in this place, in the original fignifie$ |o 
feed iheep, or drive them about, to feed. 

%%. Sim.} Uh^ iath^originiil fignifiet th« \sm£i bailc of a 
tree. 

S9. Virgil ufes the.confteHationof Cancer to cxprefs the 
tropic. The fyn enters Cancer on the loth or nth of our 
June, which is th<l longeft day of the year, and naturally the 

AOltcft. 

99, Loiferin^,"] La Cerda reads > cufiSiantibuSy not cantau" 
iibusi in the original, which fewns to6e the true fenfe. 

Id. Even the (hades of juniper, tho* it is a tree whofe 
leaves arc fo fragrant, are ftill very unwholfome. 

The End of the Tenth Eclogue, 
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BOOK the Firft. 
A R G U ME N T. 

The poet begins with prcpofing theJubjeSf of his work ; 
then eajilyjtides into an invocation offuch deities as 
were proper to affifi him in bis execution of it^ art^ 
fulij introducing Auguftus amongihofe deities. Thefe 
tircumjlances are comprehended in the exordium. The 
hook itfelf may he divided into fix parts* I. The va^ 
rious methods of tiliing.grou/idy according to its dt/fe- 
rent.natures and qualities. II. The origin ofagricuU 
ture. III« The injlruments of hujbandmn. IV* 
'^e proper feafons for the wo^ks of hujbandmeu. 
V, The prognoftics of the wecither. VI.^ The pro^ 
digies that attended the death ofJuVtus Caefar. 
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GEORGICS 

OF 

VI R G I L. 

T O 

C. CILNIUS MAECENAS. 

BOOK the Firfr. 

WHat culture crowns the laughing fields with com,^ 
Beneath what heavenly figns the glebe to turn. 
Round the tall elmlkow circling vincip to lead. 
The care of oxen, cattle how 'to breed. 
What wond'rous arts to frugal bees belong, 5 

Maecenas, are the fubjeds of my fong. 

Vcr. i». Fields.'] The fubjcfts of the four following books 
of Georgics are particularly fjpecified in thefe firft four lines j 
Com and Plougbing are the fubjcft of ihtjirjf, Fims of thcyj- 
condy Cattle of the thirds and Bees of the hft, ^yfeges Vir- 
gilgenerally means the field. Sluofidere is veiy poetical for 
quo tempore^ Mr. Dryden fays only niohen to turn, &c. I 
apply experientia to the bees after Grinaoaldus andDr.Trapp, 
as more poetical than the other meaning;, and as fuitable to 
Virgil's manner of afcribin? human qualities to thefe infers. 
I wonder, fays Mr. Holdfv^rth, whence Seneca came tofpealc 
ib lightly of Virgirs eiCft^efs in his Georgics ; but this I ana 

G K furt 
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Lights of the world ! ye brighteft orbs on high. 
Who lead the Aiding ytaur around the fky ! 
Bacchus and Ceres, by whofe gifts divine, • 
Man chang'd the cryilal ftreajn for purple wine ; 10 
For/ich and foodfml com, Chaonian mafl 4 
Ye Fauns and virgin Dryads, hither hafte ; 
Ye deities, who aid induftrioiis fwains,' 
Your gifts I iing ! facilitate the ftrains ! 
And thou, whole trident ftruck thi^teeming earth,' 15 
Whence ftrait a neighing courier i^rung to birth* ' 
Come thou, whofe herd, in Caea's fertil meads. 
Of twice an hundred fnow-white heifers, feeds : 
'Goardiao of flocks^ O leave Lyctens' j;ro¥e« 
If Maenalus may ftill retain thy love, ao 

Tegaean Pan ; and bring wMi ti^er the maid 
Who firft at Athens rais'd the olive's fhadc, 

fur€of^ tl^ the more I have looked mtp the manotf of agri- 
culture ufcd atprefent in Italy, tht more occafion I have bad 
to admiiv the jnftke an«l force of his etcpreffioM, aod hit 
exadlnefs even in the aoynmeft particulars. HoiJ>swoRTiift 

7. Lights €f tbeimrU,} Clari0ma mundi lumina cannot be 
put in appofhion or joined with Batcbus et alma dra \ Vir- 
gil firft invokes xVefim tmd mfofh and tiara fiac<to.>-*Van:»> 
invocation proceeds in the fame manner. 
. II* CJbmMou mqjfi'^ The famous grove of IX>dona w^ in 
Epinis or Cfaaonia { ^ 

Dodoneun acfirn s >■ ■ 

J 8. Sngfw-wiite hgffirs/eeds.'} Ari^aeus is here invoked* 
who taught the arts of curdling railk and cultivating olive 
trees. Triptolenms the (on of Celeus was the inventor of the 
piought In a contention between Neptune and Minerva 
about namiag Athens^ Neptufte ftruck tJie earth with his tri- 
.dentf^and produced a hftjie, and Pallas an olive tree. 

19. Ly£4um* grovit,'] Lycaeus and Maenalus were tw9 
Bftounuios m Alcadia* faored to Pan. 
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P|:opitioas P^las ; nor be ^Uc^t tkott» 

Fair youth, inv«iitor of iJie crookcfd plougk ; . 

Nor thou, Syittaaus, m wi^^ hknds is borae 25 

A tender ejrprefi by ^ rooti np-tom : 

Comey ^I ye gods uid gnAdtffts, w)io hear 

^[^e fuppliant fWains, and ^Icfs with fruits the year ; 

Ye, who the mid fpoataneous feeds fuftakx. 

Or fwell with fho^trs the culdrAted grain. 5* 

And thou, thou chief/ whofe feat among the gods. 

Is yet unchafea in the bleA abpdes, ' 

Wilt thouy great Caeikr, o'er the earth prefide, 

Frotefl her cities, and her empires gtiic^e^ 

Wlule the vail globe ihall fqel thy genial pow'r, ^f 

Thee as the god of feodful ^uits adpre, 

.Sovereign of jCeafons, of the flor/pfts sufid wmm1» 

And widi tity ■mother's boughs d«y temples bin4 ' 

Or over bou.ndlefs ocean wiljt tho.u reigi^, 

Smooth tbe wil4 bHlows of the roaring inafai, 4# 

Wiile utmoft Thuie ftiall thy nod pbey^ 

To thee jjB itiipwrecks ihivering failors pray, 

Whiie Tetbys^ if forac wat'ry nyinph could pleafe. 

Would give in dow'ry all her thottfanji feas ? 

/ 

^S'Syhanus,] Medals reprefent Sylvai(ius bearing a young 
cyprels tree toxn up by the roots. Neither Mr, Dryden nor 
Mr^ Benfon feem appxehendve of this allu£on, which is very 
pi^ureique. 

31. Jvi(ltI>ou*'\ The poet here begins a fine addrefs to Au- 
guftus, aCking him wjb^ier he would chufetobe the god.af 
>^th^ Tea, or heaven. Catrou ingeniovdy imagines this ad- 
drefs was add^d by Virgil the year beforehis death, when fe* 
tveral other paiTagcs were likewife inferted $ for he (ays AuguC* 
,t\is was not thus highly honoured till after his retui'n kom the 
conqueft of JEgypt. 
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Or wilt thou moant a (pleadid %ii cm bigh, 45 

Betwixt the Maid and Scot pius deck the iky ; 
Scorpiiu ey'n i^ow hi9:b|i|3[^Qg ^ws confines^ , - 
And more than a juft (hare of heav'n reitgns ? 
Whate'er thou chufe ; (for fure thou wilt not deigil> 
With dire;, ambition iir'd» in hell to reign» 50 

Tho' Greece her fair El/fian fields admire^ 
Whence Proferpine refufes to retire) 
Look kindly down^ my invocations hear I .^ 

A^a my courfe, an.d urge my bold career- ^ 

46. Scorpius,'] Libra, or the fialan<:e9 was originally re^ 
^ prefented as h^Id up by Scorpius, who extended his claws for 
tint pucpofe out of his own proper dominions ; and that, 
under AuguftuSy 'Or a little after his death, they made Scor- 
pius contra£l his clawsj and introduced a new perfonage 
(mod probably Augiifhis himfelf) to hold the Balance. On 
the Fsnriieie globe it is held by Scorpius ; (which by the w&y^ 
may perhaps (hew that work to have been previous to the Au- 
guftan age :) in feveral of the gems and medals on which we 
jhavethe %ns of the zodiac, it is held by a man. This is 
faid to be Auguftus. It was a very common thing among 
the Roman poets to compliment their emperors widi a place 
among the . conftellations $ and perhaps the Roman aftro- 
nomers took the hint of placing Auguftus there, and that in 
this very (ttuation, from Virgirs compliment of this kind to 
the emperor. To fay the truth, there could fcarce have been 
a-place or employment, better chofen for Auguftus. If'he 
aftronomers originally were at a lofs how to have the Ba- 
lance fupported : they wcrie obliged, for this purpofc, to 
make Scorpius take up the fpace of two (igns in the zodiac i 
which was quite ' irregular : and to be fure they would be 
>ready to lay hold of any fair oecalion of reducing to his 
due hounds again. On the other hand, it was quite as pro- 
per for Auguftus, as it was improper for Scorpius, to hold it t 
for beiide its being a compliment to him for his juftice, or for 
his holding the balance of the affairs of the world, (if they 
talked of princes then^ in the ftyle we have been fo much ufed 

to 
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Pity with me, the fimple ploughmanfs cares, 5;^ 

Nowy now afTume the god, and learn to hear oor pray'rs* 

•In earlieft spring, when melting fhow diftih 
Adown the^odntains' fides, in trickling 'rxlls. 
When Zepl^yr*s breeze nnbinds the crumbling {oU, ' 
Then let my groaning fteers begin the toil ; 60 

Deep in the furrows prefs the (hining fliare ; 
Thofe lands atlaft repay the peafants' care^ 
Which twice the fun, and twice the frofts iidbun. 
And borft his .barn» forcharg'd with ponderous grain* ' 
Bat ere we launch- the plough in plains unknown, 6$ 
Be firft the elime, the winds and weather fiiey^n } 
The temper and the genius of the fields. 
What each refufes,: what in plenty yields ; 
Here gold^ cor.i, there lufcious grapes abound, . 
There grafs fpQntaneous, or rich fruits are found ; '70 
See'ft thou not Tmolus, faffron fweet diipenfe.? 
Her ivory, Ind ? Arabia, frankincenfe ? 

to of late) Libra was the veryfign that was iaid to prefide over 
Italy ; and fo Auguftus in hiding that, would be Aippofed 
to oe the guardian angel of his country after his deceafe, as he 
had been To formally declared to be the father and protestor of 
it in bis life- time* Upon the whole, I do not fee how any 
thought of this kind could have been carried on with move 
propriety, that this feems to have been, by the admirers or 
fiattere^rs of that empercn*. Polymetis, Dialogue 11. page 
170. 

Sj^InearlieflJPringJl The writers of agriculture, fays Dr. 
Martyn, did not confine themfelves to the computation of 
aftrologers } but dated their fpring from the end of the frofty 
weather. Pojfunt igitur ac idibuj JaMuariis, ut frincipem 
menfem Romani anm obfirvet^ au^cari culturarum qfflcia. 

Columella. 

63. WbicbttAfici tbifuH, atultwkeJ] The meaning is, that, 
a field which has lain ftUl two years together^ inftead of 0x19 

(which 
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the naked. Ckdybes dieir item ore t 

To Clftor Po&tas gu» it's &M pow'r f 

While for Olympic ganies^ £pivtt8 bi^ds, yj 

To whirl,the kindling cai", tke fwifteft ft««d3 i 

Nature, theft laws, and thefe «tenial bands^ 

Firft iix'd 09 certain dbacfi, and ym^^s l^uvd^. 

What time $h€ (tones, oipoa di* impeopM WffAi, 

Whence fpmag laborious man, Dj^tfcalion Kurlfd. 9o 

Come on liben : yoke, and fWeatthy ftardy fteer. 

In dcap^.tich icAsy when da\yas the vernal year ; 

f he t^rf diftkie'dy thedingngi:lodsunboand» 

Summer fiudl bake and M^iocate ^y ground $ 

But for light, ftetA iaad, k may h^ct, 85 

Gently to turn k in a^gteoaip^ §AtB ; 

There, lei idie we^ &iit f&ftvA4iwes pp^^rail. 

Here, M ill mrnhm hem: die 4^« exhale* 

The glebe Au41 reft, whence taft you ga^ier'd grain. 

Till the {pent eaNh reoov^ ilrengch agatn ; 90 

For where tl\e trembling pods of piitfe yp^ tpok» 

Qr from its rat-tUng flalk ihe lupin ihook, 

(whidi UA is ^ ccounen mctiiod) wHl bear a much greater 
ccop. Benson. 

74. iCk^M*.] *Tis a imlgar miftai&e that the teiliclcs.of the 
beai«r contain the c^or ; fsr 'tis taken from fome odorife- 
rous glands abcot the groin of this animal. Ftrofa in this 
place does not mean poifonous, but efficacious oxpvwirfitL 

Zj. Th^e, left the 'weeds,'] VitgiX l^aks of the feafons of 
, Mougbiog ^oDg and li^t ^ound. The firft, fays be, muft 
beplooghed early in the fpiing, and 'lie all fummer land the 
other itgbtly in autumn c or Sit the ftrong ground ^iU run 
all to weeds, and 4he light ground will have au its juices ex* 
haufted. jB^NspN. 

92. ^Tbd lufinfl>09kJ] Tlie trtftii lufmts is not our lupin, but 
that iced wtech they jaow ia .Italy lay afetk U> long in water; 

t« 
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Or vetches' feed rointtte, wilj goMem corn 

With alter'd grain thst hftppy tilth adorn, 

Parcht are the lands, that oats or flax prjctdiice^ 5^5 y 

Or poppies^ pregnant with l^ethean j^^ce ; C 

Nor want uacultur'd fallows grace or ufe. 3 

Bat blufli not fattening dung to caft around» 

Or fordid J^hes oV rfi' e;xha^fted ground. 

Thus refty or chai>ge of grain* improves the jS^Id^ 10^ 

Thus riches may arjfe frpnj land;* un^'d. 

Gainful to burn the barren glebe 'tis found* 
While the light ftubble* crackling* flames around : 
Whence, or to earth new ftores of ftrength are lent. 
And large fupplies of richer nutrin^ent ; ^oj 

Or4MMing off, and purify M by fife. 
The latent* noxious particles tranfpir.i? ; 
Or dtfo' the pores idftx'd* the tttiiderbk|de 
Frefli fruftifying juices feels jconvey'd ; 

^o&it rid of its bitterrieis* and leveo iell it fo in their ftreet^ 
*1^ but a very iniipid thing at jbeff* Th^/afejus of tfce sU* 
man s is our lupin, HQ l ds worth , 

9.5. Parcht are the lands, "]. That flax, oats* and poppies, dry 
and impoveri/h the foi], we have the concurrent tettim(>ny of 
Columella* Paladlus, and PUmy. The Romans c^iltivated 
poppies, not our common fcarletones* hut our garden poppy* 

Maktyn* 

102. ^9 burn the barren glebe. "] Virgil* fays Mr. Benibn 
(but he Teems to be mifUkeh) fif»eaks of two difFerent ^ings, 
of burning the foil itfelf before the ground is ploj^hedj and of 
burning the ilubble after the com is taken off &om arable 
land. The rapidity t/ifaepe lememftipulam crepitantibtts urere 
flannmsf expreiles >the crackling and fwi^oTs pf the flame. 

103. HTbile the light ftubble.l TTicy dill ufe tlie metfeod fo 
nuicb recommended b]r Virgil (Geo. I. 84.(0 93)of buining 
ibe^n^bble, efpecially in the mor^e barren fields* in mofl: parts 
of Italy 5 and about Rome in particular^ where there is fo 

' nnich 
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Or genial heat the hollow glebe <:onfWaiAs, no 

Braces each nen^?, and binds the gaping veins ; 
Left (lender ihowcrs, or the fierce beams of day, 
Or Boreas' baleful cold (hould fcorch the crops away; 
' Much too he helps his labourM lands, who breaks 
The crumbling clods,withharrows,drags,and rakes; 1 1^ 
Who ploughs acrofs, and back', with ceafelefs toil. 
Subdues to duft, and triumphs o'er die foil ; 
Plenty to him, induftrious fwain ! is giv'n. 
And Ceres fmiles upon his works from heav*h. 

much bad ground. The fmoke is very troubleibme when 
they do it 5 and there had been fo many complaints made of 
it to Clement XI. that he had refolvcd to forbid that praftice.' 
When the order was laid before that pc^, to be figned by 
him 5 a cardinal (who happened to be with his hoMnefs) 
fjjoke much of the ufe of it ; (hewed him this paflage in Vir- 
gil $ and the pope on reading it, changed his min4» and re- 
le^ed the order. Holdsworth. 

113. Cold Jbould fcorehJ\ Burning applied to cold is not 
merely a poetical expreflion ; but we find it made ule of by 
thephilofophers. Ariftotle fays, that cold is accidentally an 
a£live body, and is fometimes faid to burn and wai-m, not in 
the fame manner as heat, but bepauie it condenfes or con- 
ftrainsthe heatby furroundingit. MaHtyn. 

116. in)0 ploughs acrofs.'] What the poet fpeaks of here re- 
tains the Roman name to this day, in many parts of Eng- 
land ; and is called, fowing upon the back j that is, fowirg 
AitF ground after once ploughing. Now, fays Virgil, he that 
draws a harrow or hurdle over his ground before he fows it, 
mu^umjwvat arva, for this fills up the chinks, which other- 
wife would bury the corn 5 but then, fays he, " Ceres always 
looks kindly on him, who ploughs his ground acrofe again.** 

Bensont. 

119^ And Ceres:'] Virgil, fays Spencc, in his Georgics gives 
ns an idea of Ceres as regarding the laborious hutoandman 
from heaven, and bleifirig the work of his hand with fuccefs. 
There is a pi6bire like this in the famous old mamifcript of 
Virgil m the Vatican J and Lucretius has a ftrong dcfcrip- 

tion 
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' Ye hulbandmen ! of righteous heaven intreat 120 
A winter calm and dry ; a fc^fUce wet ; 
For winter-daft delights the pregnant plain. 
The happkft covering for the bnry'd grain > 
Hence matchlefs harveils Myfia boafting reap?, 
And Gargarus adaures his onexpeded heaps. tzjf 

Why ihouid I teI^of him, who» on his land 
Frefh-fown, deiboys each ridge of barren (and ; 
Then inftant^ o'erthe kvelPd furrows brings. 
Jtefreihful waters from the cooling ^pirings ; 
Behold, when burning funs, or Syrtns' beams \. 130 
Strike fiercely on the fields, and withering ftems ;^ 
Down from the fummit of the neighboring hills» . . 
O'er the fmooth ftones he calls the babbling r'JJs ; 
Soon as he clears, whateV their pafiage ftay'd^ . 
And marks thdr fhture current with his fpade, i }f 
Before him fcattering they prerent his pains, 
Buril all abroad, and drench the fhirfty plains. 

> 
tfon of another deity, exactly In the fame attitude, though with 
a very different regard. PoLYMETis,page loj. 

' This image of Ceres puts one in liiind of that beautiful one 
in the p^lms — Righieimjhefi (a perfon) both looked donvnfrom 
biOfuen^ jPf. Ixviii. rer. 2. 

izi. Sol/lice,] Solftice, when ufed alone, is always-ufed foif 
the fuitomer' Iblftice by the ancients. Holdsworth. 

• 115. i4^^G^?rj^ar«/.] This is one of thoTe figures that raife 
theftyle of the Georgics, and make it fo majeftic. 
: 133. /?/7/f.] When the Ferfians were mafters of Afia, they 
permitted thofb who conveyed a fpring to any place, which 
had not been watered^ before, to enjoy the benefit for €:vt 
generations ; and as a number of rivulets flowed froni mount 
Taurus, they fpared no expence in dire6line* the conrfe of 
their ftreams. At this day, without knowing now they came 
thither^ they are found in the fields and gardens. 
, ^ >M6NtES(^i£U'8 Spirit of Laws, Vol. z. p. ^t$. 



/ 
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Pr who^ Mt dtf ivflftk ftalks beover-w«igb*4, 
fteds down, beiMMt, the rank hiimriMit yade» 
When firft \t rifts ta £|ie liui«w«' hiead. 140 

Or why of ^In. who drahiB ch« si^lhy iknds, 
Colle£ts dw mflnftiue from th^ abibciMBig iaad», 
Y^ken burii^ fnim his banks, th' in^gnant flood 
The counfiy covers wide, with (limy mud. 
In doub|ftil months, when fwcUtng jykes i^trnd 145 
With toncipas lovd, and fweat and boil around. 
Yet after aQ ^ofe io^ of fwains and deeps> 
S^iifingiitBiinpeodf mdooui^tioft cares ^ 
The glistton georfe, the Thracian e«mes annoy ^ 
Succory and i^idoos fhade (he eiops deftipoy. h^o 

Th* eternal fire, imnutably decreed. 
That tiDage AiOi)id with toil alone ibceeed; 
^ith cat^ ke roos'd, and fhatf en^d human hearb^ 
Brightening cko rnft of «id«|eiiee by igU* 

139. Feeds down*'] It is a colnmon prance among the 
^MmQer$ gt nreftiiit, when th^ cp^n is ^o n^)k af^i IttKnriantf 
to turn in their iheep anfl feed it down. 

149. j?^.] Virgil fpe^Jcs oi the f^%k fis a v^vy troubie- 
^ixie bijrd^ an^ v^ry pernicious to the cpr|». They ^r^ 9aU fii 
. m'fldcks, m the Campania Felice ^ihe couf^ry which Virgil had 
ffhiefiy in hi$ i^p^ wjjqj hp wfc^ l^s Georgijcs. 

' fiit*^tbe^eshr9^s%2 This Recount of the pfoyidential 
iilefufners oi Game feeming evils> is not oniy beautifully poisr 
Ijcal, ^t ftfTi^ly f\\\\o[a^iC9l. Wapt is the origin of arts : 
Ld^ro^itie^ and wealqieiTes are tfie cjeu^ a^ ^em^int of humaat 
ipcietvp It Q)an wer^perfe^ and felf-fiiflicient, alUhe efforts 
of inauftry vfq^]4 he ufel^fs. A de^d cabn would muffi ovef 
jli^ihe^efie^. 

f .WaBts> fi^tits, pafllonSi clo£Nr ^ill aHy 
* The coaunsa int"^) and endsar the tye i 

Says 



n 
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Ere Jove had reign'd, no fwains fubdu'd d^ |;VQWld> 15$ 
Unknown was property, unjufl the moupd ; 
At will the/ rov'd ; and earth fpontjM)/eQas hprf^ 
Unafk'd, and uncompeirda a bounteous ft^i^ ; 
He, to fierce ierpents deathful venom g^^» 
Bade wolves deilroy, and ftormy oceap rav^ ; }6# 

Conceal'd the fire, frbm leaves their hpn^ fliook ; 
-And ftop'd of purple wine each flowing brook ; 
That ftudious want might uieful arts ^^tnive ; 
From' planted furrows foodful cpni deriv^^ 3 . 
And flrike from veins of flints the iecret (park : 1*65 
Then firfl the rivers felt the hollow'd hark» 
Sailors firft nam'd and counted every ftar. 
The Pleiads, Hyads, and the northern car. 
Now ihares for bea&s and birds f^ hantejrs placet* 
And wide furround with dogs the ec^iag chaet $ iy# 
One, for the finny prey broad rivers beats. 
One, from the ifeiidra^s flow his loaded ne$8« 
£rft did the woods the force of wedges feel. 
Now faws were tooth'd, and tenvper'd w^ the ftflel I 
Then all thofe arts thatpolifh life fucceed ; 175 

What cannot ceaielefs toil, and pr^^ng peed 1 

Great Ceres firft the plough to DtoKals broug^ht. 
To yoke the fteer, to turn the furrow taught; 
What time, nor maft, nor fruits the groyes fttpply*d, ^ • 
And fam'd Dodona fuftenance deny'd : 1 80 > 

Tillage grew toilfome, the choak'd harvefts dy'd ; ^ 
Caltrops, wild oats, darnel, and burrs afTail ry^^] • 

The beauteous tilth, and blights o*er Ae rich crops pre- 

Says the great moral poet in his Ejay on Man, And Ihit 
do^rine h ftrongly illuflrated throughout the w^olf fyftem* 
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Unlefi with harrows' unremitted toil^ 
Thou breaky fubdue, and pulverize the foil, 1 8 j; 

Fright pecking birds, lop overfliadowing bowers. 
And beg of finiling heav*n refrefhful fhowers, 
Alas ! thy iieighbour's ftores with envy viewM, 
ThouPt fhake from foreft-oaks thy taftelefs food. 

Next muft we tell, what arms ftout peafants wield, i9^ 
Without whofe aid, no crops could crown the field : 
The iharpen*d (hare, and heavy-timber'd plough, 
And Ceres* pond'rous waggon. Tolling flow ; 

iSq. Fromforefi oaki/] This w another inftance of Virgil*$ 
poetical manner of telling plain things \ inftead of faying. 
You will have no crop $ You will be fbrcM^ fays he, to 
go into the wild forefts, at man ufed to do, before he was civi- 
lized, for food. 

291. Plough.] I have a driwing of an antique plough, 
icpUL a braft figure in the jefuits college at Rome. I don't 
. know the exaa time or place in which it was made, but every 
part of it feems to nierto have fometlung to aniwer it ia 
Virgil's defcription. The ligure of it is berow : • and I take 
all the bending part of the wood, or the plough tail (mark*d 
a) to be what Virgil calls burh ; b the pole or temo $ c the 
two pieces that go over the necks of the oxen $ which he 
calU aures ; d ttkt plough -ihare, dtntaU \ e the two douts 
of iron to.faften the plough -fttare, dorfa\ and /the handle 
of the plough, orflk/a, Spencb. 

I have borr(>w'd a few lines from Mr. Ben(bn*s tranflation 
of this pallage. 
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And Celeas' harrows, hurdles^ fleds to trail 

Oe'r the prefs'd grain, and Bacchus' flying (ail. 195 

Thefe long before provide, you, who incline 

To merit praife by hufbandry divine ! 

When bent betimes, and tam'd the ftubbom bough. 

Tough elm receives the figure of the plough ; 

Eight foot the beam, a cumbrous length appears ; 200 

The earth-boards double ; double are the ears ; 

Light to the yoke the linden feels the wound, 

And the tajil beech lies ftretcht along the ground ; 



1^5. Bacchus* JtyingfaU,^ The perfons who were initiated 
into any of the ancient my Aeries, were to be particularly good \ 
they looked upon themfdves as feparated from the vulgar of 
mankind, and dedicated to a life of Angular virtue and piety. 
This may be the reafon that the fan or van, the mjflica 
vannus laccbiy was ufed in initiations : The inftrument that 
fepacates the wheat from the chaff being as proper an emblem 
as can well be, of fetting apart the good and virtuous from the 
wicked or ufelefi part of mankind. 

In the drawings of the ancient paintings by Bellori, there* 
are two that i^em to relate to initiations ; and each ef them 
has th6 varmus in it. In one of them, the perfbn that is ini- 
tiating, (binds in a devote poflure, and with a veil on, the 
did mark of devotion $ while two that were formerly initiated 
bold the van ovephis head. In the other there is a perfon hold- * 
sng a van, with a young infant in it. ^ The latter may fignify 
much the fame with the fcripture exprefllon,. entering into a 
ftate of virtue 'f as a little child," Mark x.. 15. The van 
itieif puts one in mind of another text relating to a particular 
purity of life, and the reparation of the good from the bad, 
<' Whofe fan is in his hand, and he fhall thoroughly purge hia 
** floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner) but the 
*< chaffbe Wfil l^uru with unquenchable Hre.'* Lukeiii. 17* 

HoirDswoRTH and SP£N<tf • 
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They fall for ftaves that guide the plough-fliare*s courfe. 
And heat and hardening fmoke confirm their force. 205 
More ancient precepts could I fing, but fear 
Such homely rules may grate thy nicer ear. 
To prefs the chalky floor more clofely down. 
Roll o'er its futface a cylindric ftone ; 
Elfe thro' the loofen'd duft, and chinky ground, rioi 
T»he grafs fprings forth, and vermin will abound. 
Oft working low in earth the tiny moufe 
Her garners makes, "and builds her fecret houfe ; 
Their neft and chambers icoop, the eyelefs moles, 
And fwelling toads that haunt the darkfome holes ; 215 
The weafel heaps confumes, or prudent ant 
Provides her copious ftores, 'gainil age or want. 
Matk likewife when in groves'the almond blows, 
An4 bends with luxury of flow'rs his boughs ^ 
irfruit abound, the com alike will thrive, . 226 

* 

And toil immenfe the copjoas tkre&iiig give ; 

But Jf with ftiU exubefatice of fhadc. 

The cluilering leaves a barren fbli^e ipread. 

Then will the chaffy ftalks, fo kali and ^oor, 

Zh vain be trampled on- the hungry fliDor. 325 



^08. Floor.] Anam e£t oportet-^folida terra favitam, max'^ 
imeji eft ar^gillay ne aeflu paeminofa, in rims ejus granadditef" 
<ant^ et redpiant aquamf et qftia apericmt tiiuribus & firmcts^ 
Itaque etfiturca folent petfundere^ ea enim berbarum eft inimica 
^ formicarum, & tdparum venenum. Thus fays Vapro, 
from whotn 'tis plain VkgU boprOw'd this precept, as he hat 
done many others. 
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Some prudent Tdwers kave I k6n iftihei 

Steep with f revehlive care tfie maxMig^d feed. 

In nitre, and bliek lees of (Si; (e MiHe 

The fwelling pod« alai'ger body ake : 

Mux the wdlMUibi^^d, atnd ehofeft pAt^ 150 ^ 

Tho' quickeftM o'er flow fires with AilM pi^ t 

Starve md degenerate in ^e fiitteil plidns, J 

Unlefs with annual induftry a«d art, 

They culi'd each largeft out, and plac'd apart : 

For fuch the changefullot of things below, 235 

<Still to decay they ru(h, aad ever backwards flow. 

As one, who 'gainft ailream's impetuous courfe. 

Scarce puUs his flow boat, urg'd with ell his force* 

If ohcchis vigour ceafe, or arms grow flack, 

Jnftant, with headlong hafte, the torrent whirls him back* 

240. Tbi torrwf^'\ It IS remarks^e in Vtfgil, that he' fre- 
qfi'efitly joMis in the iame fentence the complet« and perfect 
preTent with the extended and paflin^ prefent ; which proves « 
that he confidered the two, as belonging to the Tame fpecies of 
ttnte; and tberefoxe tittoratiy formed to "co kieide with each 
other. 



IF 



*Si brachiaforti remffitf 



AtqmiUum iu pfaeetpsipnuio ra^i afireiii iHimh Gcor* l« 

Tmra tremk^fugereffrMw G. I. 

Praefertim ^ temp^ku a tferti^ Jj/hii 

lncubmty^^limirai^ferensiHCf»dia*uentm* G« II. 



yetMiirmfrme0ixiiarHf^imeripi»^ O.HI'. 



^ terramfugit^ etformfi i$M(Udi^aU9, Aen* 5. 

Im 
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We too as much mitil mark Arfbtirus' figns, 241 
When riie ,the Kids» when the bright Dragon fhines. 
As home-bound mariners^ In tempeils toft. 
Near Pontus, or Abydos' oyiler'd coaft. 
. When Libra meafures oiit to day aiid night, 24$ 
Equal pro|KHlion8 both of ihade and light ; 
Work, work your bullocks, barley fow, ye Twains, 
'Till winter's firft impraftlcable xains* 



In the fame manner he Joins the fame twoinodlfications of 
time in the pall ; that is to fay, the complete and perfefl with 
the extended and pafling. 



■ I I rrnerant Danai^teSum omneienebant, 

Aen. n, 

Trh imbris torti radios y trts niihh aquo/ae 
Addiderant^ rutuli trisignisy et etitis auftri. 
Fulgores nunc tertificBsfonitumque metumque 
Mifceibant 9peri,flammf<piefequacibus iras» Acn. VIII* 

Harris's Hermes, p. 133. ^ 

a48. Winter' s>] Bruma was not ufed by the anaents for 
the whole winter ; but for one day only of it, the iherteft 
day^ or the winter folftice. Holdsworth^ 

148 Firft.'i The word- exiremus in Latin has two very 
different hgnifkations ; it may relate to the beginning, as well 
as the end of any thing ; or to the neartft part of it, as well 
as the fartheiloff. Thus if one was to fay, inextremo ponU, 
it may mean the bitber extremity or end of the bridge \ and 
when Virgil fays his countrymen ihould work 

Vfquefiih extremum brumae intra3MUs imbrem : 
It muft be underftood of the beginning of that rainy feaibn» 
which was itfelf unfit for work ; this took up the latter half 
ofDecem1}er, which was therefore turned all into boly-diqrs» ' 
or the Saturmdiaf in which the flaves that were at other 
times kept hard to work, were indulged in particular liber- 
ties, aud fpent all the time in mirth aiki joviality. 

HOLDSWORTH. 
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Now in their bads, your poppies hide and flax ; 
With frequent harrowings fniooth the furrows' backs> 
Now while ye may, while the dark-welkinlow^rs, 254 
O'er the dry^glebe while douds fnipend their ihow'rs. 
Sow beans in fpring:'in ^ring, the crumbling foil 
Heceives thefe, lucern F Media's flowery fpoil; 1 

But ftill to milletgive we annual care^ 255 ^ 

"When the Bull opes with golden horns the year, > 
And the Ddg iets, tolhun his backwatd-riflng flar. j 
But if for wheat alone, for ftronger grain. 
And bearded com, thou exercife the plain, 
Firft let the morning Pleiades go down, 2'6* 

From the fun's rays emerge the Gnoflian crown» . . 
Ere to th' unwilling earth thoii trufl the feed. 
And math" thy future hopes with ill-judg'd fpeed. 
Some have begun, ere Mtfia funk; but them 
Their fuU^ear'd 'hope'mock'd with a flattering ftem. <tSj 

If the mean vetch, or tare, thou deign to fow. 
Nor fcorn-to bid Aegyptian lentils grow, 
'Signs, not obfcure, Bootes, fetting yields. 
Begin, and-fow, thro' haif *the frofls, thy fields. 

157. Hrj backward'rifit^Jlar,\ By xmerfo afiro^ in the ori- 
ginal, ^tismoft probable Vipgil^neans the ^lu/; forthatconfteU 
lation rifes with his hinder parts upwards. Throaghout Ma- 
nilius the. Bull iscalled^^r»m*^M/rfyi(3v. ^mztt3^^ad*verfum^ 
'liut that is fcarcereconcileable to the fenfe of this pSifiage. 

260. Pleiades,} The heliacal fetting of thefe itars Botfe 
Atlantides is pointed out by the word abfcondaniur. Where- 
^vcr Virgil fpeaksofthe fetting of any ftars in general, and 
without any fuch reflrlflion, it is always to be tinderftood of 
Iheir natural fetting. Holdb^orth. 

.,yoL. I, H 
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Ruks tiro' ^e .^qrld'^ twdvc %ij^ 44^.<juai^.y ys4r j 

Five zoM«s.inftJf V«^vXs,j^f^t,co^.^^^ 

PUqy.Cull.beufath tte-.lj^i^jskjng^of;^ fui). 

For ^y^ex ftels his.quJjpaio^tu?^ i^ajy^s. 

And gafps fpj cycf ifltlvp/qorphiii^ jyft?ic,^ ^^ 

On each fide which, t^fp j^ore.t^ij^f. cy-ci$5 pwrfc . 

ClogM yirith tjiick icCp wjithj^lflfflVX $WIWfe ^k i 

Qetwixit die ;^il and thejfe^ in44.g^ li^^v'a 

Two milder z<^^ tp fc?d)|lf ^n haiih^giy'jj 

Acrofs them both a path pJ^Uque im^ifi^ij .3S0. 

"y^herc in rcfulgenj,t,pr,d/:r roll the fi^ni, 

271. Shvezottes,^ Under the -torrid ar burning zone lies 
that part of the , e^ith vlv<d^ is contained between the two 
tropics. . This. wa^ thought by the ancients tobeuniahabit- 
able, hecaufe of the cxc^flivc heat : but later difcoveric$ 
have (hewn it to he ii^bited by m^ay grciat nations. It 
•contains a great p^rt of AG^y Africa, and Soi)^ APlfi'ica^* 
tJnJicr the two frigid or cold zones Ije thofe parts of the 
caiih, which are iiiduded within the two polar arcles, which 
are lb cold, bein|; at a great diftance frorn.j^j^ fun* as to be 
fcarce habitable. Within the artic circle, ^ear the north 
-pole, are contained Nova Zembla, Lapland, Groenland. 
&c. within the antartic circle, near the Ibyth. pole, no land 
:as yet has been difcovered ; tho* the great quantities of ice 
found there make it probable, that there is n\oiA land near 
the fouth than the north pole. Under the two temperate 
zones are contained thofe parts of the globe which lie be- 
tnreenthe tropics and polar circles. The ten^perate zone, 
J^etweet\ the artic circle and the tropic of Cancer, contains the 
greateft part of Europe and Afia, pa^rt of Africa, and almoiit 
all North America. ^ That between the antartic circle and thf 
-tropic of Capricorn, contains part of South Americai or the 
Antipodes.. ^ 

281. Roll tbe Jlgtts, "jlierc the poet defcribes the zodiac, 
^hich is a broad belt Spreading about five or fix degrees un 
vcach fide of the eclipticline, and contains the twelve conjkl* 

•UtjbM 
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Bleak Scythia'siiiQwa, RipWa's tow'rixfg^olift?. 

High afl tlu^^elevated. globe jujplift^ 

So W to.ibutbera JUybia it defcca4s, 

Aud with aA ec]^^ inclination bonds. z^ 

One pole for aver o'er our h^^ds isrolPcl, 

One, darkfomc S,t)ac apd hell-Vp;?ik ghofts bahold 

Beneath their. feet : hwe, the^vaft Dragon t\vines 

Between the Bears, and like a -river wind^ ; 

The Bear&,th4t.iUll wkh fejarfiil caution keep 299 

Unting'd beneath the fijrface of rfic de^p. 

There, in dead filence,»ftill'nig)it.loves to reft, 

Night witbpjujt pidj'With thicj^cft gloom qppreft^ 

Or-fromourhemifpher^, tbe^ morning- ra^y 

Returns alternate, 4nd reftores the day,; 295 

And when to m ^ ori^t o^ fuccej94s* 

ADdp.'/efiOur dimes has kreatlx*dit6.pantiDg.ileeds, 



latkMs or ^gns. TThiy-arfeiAHes, T»Qma,^Gsmflffi,'Caiuieiv 
Leo, Yirga, I^bi:a, Scorpio, S^ttajsvi^ C^ncomufi, 
Aquarius, rirces. The ecli pile line cuts the equinoctial ot)'- 
ln[[uc)y in tw& oppoftte^ pcHnts, whetioe- the >pbtft calU -the zo- 
diac obliquus fignorum ordo. It traverfes the whole torrid 
zone, ,but ncitj^er. of the temperate zones; To that, per amhas^ 
tskw^ mftxi betweeih not tljM^ them. Xhifs prel^nily after, 
fpoaking of the Dtagpn, he lays it twines, fdr. duas ar/Hos : 
npw that conltellation cannot be faid to twme tliro' the two' 
Bears, but between them. The zodiac is the attnua(l p'ith of" 
the dm, thro'* each fign of which he palfes in about the fpacc at 
a month. He is faid to-be in cwcMcIf tl|tt(^'f^», wjien l.e 
appears in that pati of the Iiea^tiS) ^ese 4kioifo itars ave of 
which the fign iscompofcd. Martyn. 

ftoo. Tbe Btars.^ Mr. Benfon thk»k«thM^l^ iathfrorL^ 
ffnso fpnrioni», and omits it as fuch-. 

H.2 
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There ruddy Vefjpcr, kindling up die fky, 

Cafts o'er the glowing realms his evening eye. rj^no^ 

Hence, changeful heaven's rough dorms we may forc- 

The days to reap, the happiell times toibw ; loi 

When with fafe oars it may be fit to fweep 

The glaiTy furface of the faithlefs deep ; 

When to the waves the well-arm*d fleet refign, 

lAnd when in forefts fell the timely pine. 305 

Npr vain to mark the varying figns our care, 
>lor the four ieafons of th' adjufted year ; 
Whene'er the hind a flee^ fhow'r detains, 
Full may a work £hat foon muft col!: him pains 
To hurry forward, when the fky is fair, ^310 

He may with prudent foreffight now prepare^ 
Now to a p<nnt the blunted fhire may beat ; 
Scoop^troughs from trees, mark flocks, or facksof-whea^ 
Xong fpars and forks may fharpen ; or fupply 
Amerian twigs the creeping vine to tie.; 3 15 

With Rubean rods now bafkets |nay be wove, [flove. 
Now grain be ground withftones, now parched npon the 

3x3. Mark.'i How came the Romans not to find out the 
art of printing many |igc8 ago ? The Caefars imprefTcd their 
Mrhole names on grants and letters, and this practice was fo 
common a onei that even fhepherdt ioopreflcd their names on 
their catde. 



'Finn (ptoque fondera melU 



Argenti coquito^ lentumque bttumeu mhenot 
ImprefuruM 9vi tua nomna ; hmic ttbi litis 
Aitftrt ingentis U&usfrofeffor in arvo. 

Calphurniu8,^£cl. 3.85. SfHTCB* 

The fameobfenration iimadc by T«land| in his Letters^M 
<ihc Druids* 
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Nor do the laws of man, or gods above,' 

On (acred days ibme laboursttifapprove ; 

No (blemn rite ihoald e'er forbid the fwain, lao 

The mead with fudden ftreams o'erflow'd» to drain : 

To- raiie ftrong fences for the fpringing com. 

To lay the (hare for birds> to bam the thorn ; 

Nor to forbear to waih the bleating flock. 

And foundly plunge them in the healthy brook. 5}^ 

Oft' the flow afs's iides the driver loads. 

With oil, oriipples,. or domeftic goods. 

And for the mill brings an indented ilone,- 

Qr with black lumps of pitch returns from town. 

Por various works behold the moon declare j^^ 

Some days more fortunate— >the fifth beware t 

Pale 0^» and the Furies then ijprung forth^r 

Ii^etus and Coeus^ heaving eartL 

Produced, afoul abominable birth !• 

And fierce Typhoeus, Jove who dar'd defy, . ^S5 

Leagued in conjundion dire to ftorm the iky 1 

Ofla (Ml Pelion, thrice t' uplift they ilrove,. 

And high o'er nodding Ofla roll above-' 

337. OJa on Petionjy 

Ter/unt conati intponere felid Ojpgm'<^ 

To repreftnt the giants piling up the mountains on esich 
•ther/ 

The line fioolabours, and the words move flow. 

Pope. 
The verfe cannot be read without making paufct $ ib ]u<> 
didoufly are the hiatus's contrived. Heliod has no^ly 
defcribed this battle of the giants in his Theogony. See 
Milton's battle of the angels, Book 6, and compare it with 
Hefiod, 
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Olympus fhaggfd^'f(4tli-#ddii% ; fir ^^ttVfiglitf fM 
Thrice daHiUiAkf mof»i«dil» ^hH^^tlh^l^ fil^^^ 34« 

Then beil^heriir(Krf^th^pradeMi]iettfi^ift^^ 
Setter fdr4(|4it'd<e>Rkithr, a^VeWe-totMeve^*. 

Er'n in coMnig&t^AHtte proper tftfl@s 'pw!^, ^45 

iVt night dry &nh\A&, ahd pM^chrt me^ad^ws md^. 
At night, fat meilhire -never faih^te fidw j- 
One, by the*gldwihg ertibw^sliVid* light, 
Watcliey and> worfe'tKe liwlong wiA%^r»s-n4gkti j^# 
ft>nns rj>iKjf' t^fl^l#«^<«iMi'Kis'ilMf^ 
Mean w!iaHritli-e^tt«d4l!diift»j^MMvMl^ 
' Beguiling^tlxn* fitted in t!ie glihiHirtihg'rtJWIli ^ 
• To chear the labourt <if tHe ratdinf^lMnf t 
'Orontheluicious'm^ WMielmbbiefri4lc(i jfS 

With leaves dlfe^tmiihH<ig:<:atdaiMputffie^ 
But cut tMe golden -cbth in irtid«-daf'4*M«ft,' 
And the pai'cht grtdhat^noto^s hij^h'ai^l^bW^ 
Plough naked ^ nafced^fow r the Btiiy-fflid 
No reft but in bleak wiiitry houxs can find ; . . 5^ 
In that drear feafQii, fwaiiM their ftores enjoy, 
JMjxth aUvtheix U»oug)U,.and feafting, thicir exiiploy.; 

9 57; (3^f*V] ' Ttfe^fteiNwrn'^d-' rt«-ljjf^ tff '<m#»ow their 
' cVirli : in tlie heat of the day, as foon as it was reaped, they 
laW if^'t^fl^i^made-'ert p&rpMe', ift th« mIddJetcpf'thV field, 
atM tftof\ they dK)ve h^vfes or mtifetffoliDd*afb<*i*t it, tttj'tkcy 
trod -aW ike gtain-otitv iif^sON. 

T)s*5was the common pra^fce^'tb©* allure*"' tlie«ciiff} and 
that humane text offcripture, ** Thou flialt not nHnssfeike 
** ox, that treadeth out tbe^<k>ni,*' is a plain allufion to it. 



The genial vmt t6' UMiiii'jdyi' excSfteV, 
And drowns theii* diai'es ift inhbceht' detights* 
AVWKttoatfcightt^dAiph^'totidi'dthe 365 

ttfe jovial cre\^s lipOli tlieir dfet*s rtfcrt, 
WiA'ifefef ahi ^lahdfe tfll tlifeff fterns are crown'd,. 
And jocuhd UtiM fhSiti'tiiip to'fKip rcfbund* 
Yet thfeA froM leafteTs o^isyidr acorns ftrijp, 
Froni "b^ys afid myrtles btbo'dy berries (tip, ^'fm 

l^^rnoxions ci^eS digit plant the guileful friare. 
O'er tainted ground piirfue tHe'lillenirig hare ; 
I^th tiyfs fot llags; and^ w&irlihg iburid* tKe fbihg^ 

8Mtfe*tAtf&t<fefe>xfitSFalfeirfcrf%, ' 

While on dfe ^fo^iKd tfte+itew'dfeeif-crutfed li^s, 37]^ 
ik^ the clogVfltttdi*? dik^diWrn-Aili^-lfita^^^^ 

Why fhonld I fing. autumnal liars and ikies.; . ^ 
W^at ^onns in diat uncertain feaion rife ? 
1^^ d^tel iW&y ih^ld^^h iri>fKoH»r dh^' 
Wiien (btten'd fiimmer feels atlated ray« : fB^ 

Of Whfeti itf ih6wer^'ffMl% te fiWiitt^fari^ 
5!Wien iWeti witK miik/ corn tlic "tJriftlingvearsi 
Whdi :hiiias%a» to l^t^^a1la4)lnd'Uie'M^^^ 
jfttl the wii& tvrar cSf winds have* i beKeli 
Rife withumtedrage at ohoe, ahd tcfar' f8^ 

And' virfiirl th* u jifobted harveft iritb air. 
With tiiefam« forcej^»is'by a driving blaft 
Ligiftxhafrbr ft«)Big'd'a^ae IJlklnsafd' cad; 
OftinonedeW^So!*ililj[)ftitoliirAiii,- % 

All^heaV'n-^s'dkrlc confeave rulhds* down a^i^ . 390 V 
And fweeps a«^ the cro^s a^ad-lkbours-of the ftmii« 1 
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* » . ■ 

The roaring rivers drown the oxen's toUt. 

The tofiing &as in furioas eddies bojil y 

Great Jove himfelf,- whom dreadful darknefe ihrouds,. 

Pavilioned in the thickne&of the clouds,. 3954 

With lightning arm'd his^red tight hand puts forth. 

And fhakes with- burning bolts the iblid eacth : 

& 

The nations ihrink a|»palL'd ; the beafts are fled ; 
jftlljiuman hearts are funk^and pierc'd with dread : 
He ilrikes vaft Rhodope's. exalted crown> 40a 

And hurls huge Athos, and Ceraunia down. 
Thick fall the rains ; the wind redoubled rears; r^oj^^;^ 
The g od now fmites the woods, and now the founding. 
Wam'd by thefe ills,, obferve the ftarry iigns^ 
Whither cold Saturn's joylefs orb inclines,, 40j[' 

395. Ciyat Jove btmfe^parvtUon'd.J T^is defer! jtloii i* 
irery fublime. While the winds are roaring* the rains de^ 
ifcending, the rivers* oxrerfbwii^, he nobly introduces Jupt-* 
ter bimfelf furrounded with a thick cloud,, and from thencoi 
dfitftHighisthunderboks, and fplttting the loftieft- mountains^ 
all the earth trenkbling and aftoni&ed with fear and dread; ' 
I follow Mr. Benfon and MaTvicius, in reading plangit (in* ^ 
Aead of pkmgunt) becaufe it adds a poetical and bold image 
cf Jupiter^s (hiking the woods and ihores. This defcHption,. 
£ne as it is, is exc^led by the ftorm in the 1 8th pfalm. God 
is defcnbed flying- upon the wings of the wind ** He made 
danknefs his fecret place, bis pavilion round about him, v^itk 
d^rk water and thick clouds to cover him.— ^— The fpringa 
of waters were feen, and the foundations of the round world 
were difcovered^ at thy chiding, Ol^ord." See the whole, 
too long to be tiianfcribed, but inimitably great and fublime. 

Cedite Rotnani fcriptoreSf cedite Graii ! 

398. The hUifts arefied,'\ Dr. Trapp juftly obferves, th»| 

fugtrs being put tn the preter-perfe^l tenfe has a wonderfu'' 

fOi^ce ; << We iec^. lays he^ the beafts fcudding away, and 

« they 
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Whither light Hennes' wandering flame is driven* . . 

Firft to the gods be all due honours giv'n ; 

To Ceres chief her annual rites be paid. 

On the green turf, beneath a fragrant fhade. 

When winter ends, and fpring ierenely fhines, 4^0 

Then fat the lambs, then mellow are the wines. 

Then iweet are flumber» on the flowery ground. 

Then, with thick fliades are lofty mount^ns croMCn'd. 

Let all thy hinds bend low at. Ceres' flirine ; 

Mix honey fweet, for her, with milk and.meIlow wine ; , 

Thrice lead the vi6Um the new fruits around, 41 6 • 

And.Ceres call, .and choral hymns reibund :. 

** they are gone, and^ out of (tght in. a moment;*' It is ai 
fky that, learned gentleman did not preferve the force ot' 
this tcnfe in his tranilatfon. He has not only iifed the prcfent* 
tenfe, but has diminished the strength a«d qntcknei's of the ex-< 
preffion, which Virgil has made to confiil only of two word8>a 
fugtrt feratyhs add?ng an epithet to beads, and mentioning; 
the pkce they ny to 4 ^ 

Savage beaftr to coTCits fljy^. 

Dryden^faas been guilty of tbefame overfight x- 

And .%ing beafb jin forefts feek abode. . 

The Latin,^,fays Mr. ^jBnfony is as q^ick and Aidd^n as4 
their flight. Fugire ferae ^ they aie all vanifhfd in an in- 
ftant. But in Mr. Dry den's traniktion, one would ima* 
ginc theft creattties' were drc^ve out of iome inclofed coua-* 
try, and were fearcfarhig fop entertainment in the next fa** 
reft. 'YctMr.Benfon himfelf didjQOt. obfervc the beauty of.' 
Chetenfe*. 

Far (hakes the earth, beafts fty, asul mortal hearts- : 
Pale fear deje6ls. 

417. AndCeres calL\ Thw Sacrifice the Roman<j calM< 
AmbarvaUa from ambin mr^a \ for they led the viAim c^usiil 
tfacfifilds^ 
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Prefumt not, IWaliw, tiRe npWiM graiirte reap; 
Till crown'd wirii oafc-in-at\ti<i'dattceye!fea|). 
Invoking Ceres; and in- ft>femn-l^yfr; 4ia 

Exalt your rural' quecn?s inftnortaJ'pfaile. 

(3l*eat Jove himfeirunemngt-fi^^ ordabr,- ■ 
Of chilling witids, and'fteats, and-dHviYigrahls' ; ■ 
The moon declares vdten bluft'Hng Airilfer ikfls; ' 
When Ifcrds fhould be coniin'd' near-ihilt*tin^l!aHs^. 
When winds approach, the vex'dfea heaves- aroand; \26r 
PVom the blealc mountain corner a hbllowHbandi 
The loud Waft whiftles o'er the echoing fhore, 
Ruftle tlie murm'fihg wood*; the rifiiig-b^ftoWrroar; 
From the frail bark that ploughs the raging main, 430 
The greedj" waves tiilwilfingly* rcft-alny • 
When loud the corm'rant fcreams and feek's the land, 
Afid coots and fea^gulis fport upon the f«nd ; 
Ajid the tall hem his marfhy haunts forfakes, 
And tow'rs to heav'n above the 'cuftom'd liikes : 4^5^ 
Oft, ftars fall.headloiig.thro' thfe fliades^nighc^ 
And leave behind w}nte tracks of tcemUin^ ^^^ 
In circles play light chaflFand wiltor'd leaves, 
Aftfd floating feathefs^ dance up<m>the waves. 



4^7. Mouniain.'\ Thrs-' pats vnt in mtnd of a paflkge \tt 
Thomfon^s Seafonson the famefttbit^ly the approach of a 
itirm : 

Along the woods, along the moorifh fens^ 
Sighs the fad genHi9x>f the coming ilorm j 
And up among the loofe disjointed clkfs. 
And fra£hir'd moutftain* wild, ths hrawling brook 
, And cave prefageful fend a hollow rooan, 
Kefouading long^ m UAening fancy's ear. 

l>i9Ms«K'f Winter^ ves. %•* 
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*ut when ^eftif IfgHtmnl^s ftkift frdWBdfeis* P5>K.44d 
From Eurus* hovik to weft, when pSidi&g^ tKundc'rs nH^ 
The countrj^ Mins, all ddlig'd are thie dales. 
And every ipQht fdrlls'his humid {aSli. 
Sure wBhiingsMlf the rformy (hkmth precede' ; 
iniife confciousr chines fbrfakc- the vapourjrmtad, 445" 
The heifer tolling high hei' head in ^, 
With broader iiiflirll5i4i\l"fS the gale afar ;' 
Light fltims ike cKti^iiigfwkl^-o*er thcf^ffeod. 
The frog* croal^ hbarfely Wi' theiV bddS of nintf j 
rter^eggs atotfed thfe pnld^e piSfilirfe beays; 456' 

While at heK woffe^'nkfrtiVTbad'^e WeaWr 
Deep drink* tfife" bo^; ah' rkftfii^igt^lMi^iAfelLi}; rc^wd. 
The crows, a nbflierou^ h'crrf'! ffeiii pkftSi(e-1?6mewarcr 
, Lo ! variottS- ffik-fiJWlv aHlT ea<iK' l>ifd' th'at'-|)f e'eds 
li Man lakes, nei4-iW^i!f C^ffdrVmedA, 455; * 

O'er their fmooth ffioWrfto ft/iVfet^' IlyeM'lto^ffiilg; 
And wa^'iifW^tSn^ i^(tt^t^e^ fm^y \M^ • ^ 
Now dive, now run n^Sit-tti^'wSl'ry' ptiih; 
And long to l&Vt^^'eBWhf ^mktiA viilA ': 

,4I(j6. Thfi he^er tq/^ng*'] Tlii»prdgitt)ftic \b taken froiir' 
Aralus'j acti I ^ijduld pbTerw qnee f6p all^'that aknoft oadiof** 
t he figns t)f weather^ve bprtrowttd -(andf indtfed'beaiutifiril)^ ti dhar * 
thnt dncient vniiteri . Theimc ' av . j 

> 

wH&"C?«ffefS!'ilTMl^jrt'<Jc*f^aria'f6*"oW?t', afe ih!ii«>tafeAri w?tK' 
very linall alterations from Varro, Atacinas, al miy btfeen in' 

itrhi^^flcA^'fikd^aiair^^r^'*'"' \ 
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Loudly the rains the boding rook demands, ^o. 

And folitary (lalks acrbfs the fcoxching fands*. 

Nor lefs the virgins nightly taJks that weave 

With bufy hands, approaching ftorms perceive. 

While on the lamp they mark the fputtering oil. 

And fungous clots the lights adhefive,. foiL. 46{:. 

Nor lefs by certain marks may'ft thou de(cry 

Fair feafons, in the calm, and fbrmleft iky i. 

Then (hine the ilars with keener luftre bright,. 

Nor Cynthia borrows from her brother's light. 

No fleecy clouds flit lightly through the air, 47tt^ 

The mifts defcend, and low on earth appear^ 

Nor Thetis' halcyons balking on the ftrand,. 

Their plumage to the tepid fun expand : 

Nor fwii>e deep delving with the ibrdid (hout, 

DeJight to tofs the bundled ftraw ^out. . 475: 

Tq watch the fetting fun, the fuUen owl 

Sits penfive^ ^d in v^n repeats her baleful howl ;, 

^iifl|S appears fublime in liquid air. 

And Scyll^ rues the raviih'd purple hair : 

461. Stalkj acroft tbefcorcbii^faMdsJ\ The line admirably 
reprcfents the action of the crow, and' is an echo to the fenfo* 
Thofe who are fond of alliteration, are delighted with thir 
verfe, where fo many S*s are found together : they may fay 
the fame of fkna flmnam, & 'vficat voce, in the preceding 
Kne>. 

467. Calm,"] According to what Pierius found in feveral. 
old manufcripts : ex imbra. in the original, fonthe poet begins- 
to rpeak of fair weather. 

477. In 'vain ripeats*'] Dr. Trapp interprets ne^icquam, in. 
vain, Dr. Matty n, wt repeats.— If we underftand the poet, 
to be fpcaking of the continuance of fair weather, m^uc^ 
^m muftfignify mi $ becaufe, according to Pliny, iht hoot* 
ingof thcowTatfiich a time wouldbc a hgxk of rain* 



Bcoki. OF VIRGIL. 1^75 

Where widi iwsfi wiogs iliecats th' etheiialway, 480 
Fierce Nifuf preff^ on his panting ptcy. 
Where Nifas wheels, ihe fwifdy darts away. 
With throats comprefi'cU. wkh fhrill and clearer voice,. 
The tempeil gone, the cawing rooks rejoice ; 
Seek with unufual joys, on branches hoB^ 485:. 

Their mach-loy'd .nefta, and feed their callbw young.. 
I^ot^ that to them a gemns heav'n hath lent^ 
Or piercing fiareiight of each dark event, 
Put when the changeful temper of the Ikies, 
The rdre condenfes, the denie rariiies,. 49^ 

New motions on the aiter'd aif impreil;. 
New images and pafficms fill theit breaft : 
Hence the glad birds ia louder concert |oin, 
Hence croaks th? exulting rook, and fport thelufty kine. .* 
But if thou (halt obfecvei the rapid fun, 4^; 

And mark the moons their following courfes jun. 
No night ferene with fmiles, (hall e'er betray,^ 
And fafely may'll thou truft the coming day : . _ 

When the young moon returning light coUe^^s, 
If 'twixt her homs we. fpy thick gloomy fpecks, joa- 
Prepare ye mariners and. watchfttkfwatnsr: . 
For wafteful ftorms and deluges of rains I: 

Mr. Dryden has ftrangely translated this paffagc ; : 

And owls that mark the fetting fun declare, 
A ftar-ltght eyening and a morning fair. 
48 7i Nfft that totbem.yT\i\%\% a remarkable inftence of 
Virgil't clear and beautiful ftylc in expreiling even the moft 
abflrufe notions. The meaning of the words Jato prudentia* 
majpr, which oocafions difikulties among the cotnmentators,^, 
feems to be> agreatcar knowledge ^than men j)«re),in the^ fattr 
(iftbings.. 



. I 



lJ6, winds! they-tmgehor |^t4eliff«e^wW«¥ed^ 
Bfet the fourth^vcaliitg tf fti* tftiHf rffti yby 

That day, a^ii#t]»'f9ll<»9hif nf^tlf beltiii^; 
Nd rattling ft<7iiiy!fimif feel<6f»udl*«idf ^^^ 

To Glaucus rtiwfe fl«efof' a«d'P«»^; ... ^iP^ 

Nor lefs the fun,vtv!Hm'e»lbelte1tilft lifer W^^si 

And when h^'filll?%4)cllh^'t!T«^tWfeftJ^ M^«^,' 

PrOgnoftics gives :• lli!ibtirtgrth#iteeftllgk9»^ 

At morn, and wJAw titt< fla»i^*'^;^Allt^ i^^ri^ V 

When with dark^^^mi ))l^^dp«^«^ilM fte'cfdlflri' ;^r; 

Shorn of Ma^hm^afO^lfa^^hl^-gfif^ 

S^filigs noxious t«l dMSiCattteptl^&Mi^cbAiv 
When ^fitt:«1^4Uj«fc hii 'tftjte^ j .vC^flh^^Wrts^fifeft '4>i^ 
When fainls^A^Wi-alife^^Ci'Ttdibntil*^ b«d?;'' s^ 

Ah ! can th»-lfeye«-'€ll«if rlp^ihgcgtefieX^ffeit ! 
Such heapfi^of^-hOiti(lK^'€ffiTtl«fti!llg^)^0^^^ 

Obfi|rvfttitopi*hWHc3«^^'Mrife«Htrfiy'rafc^> 
^hat various coiota^A^Mb^^et^Mf i«trt/ 

505. Clearh*^ The verfe^in the original is <juoted by Se- 
neca in his works, in a different rnanfi'er from .the common 
rcading,^Pbllf^A : firk^ obWfi^'fkr- tomM^ co^^ihuU'lSit' \ and 
he certainly meant! -it^fi*^, ^j^'WhSt^Kfe^fiyV of'it.' IPthls tte the 
irtlerejwHftgiithwly'bc-thns undBdcfocK— -" Iftrtf thV f©trftt» 
day of the new mbbn, .its w^tftz 'i>tsK'aj>pcan, and -thV 
horn9 of- that pai*t of it which is eirltght^iTd, art'^^f^ arf^^' 
well-pointed 5' then the next dtfyiiaiid- MthtfiW&mng'ter 
the end-of • tlUp-isKfn^ wiU te f^rbvtkiixntrkish: ytr&i^ afidl-* 
rain»" HoL^si^QVVtf.' J 



The dnflty, rain ; thfe rfefJS wind cfirtidtte ; 5^^ 

But if witS glbw3iig;rttSlfe'itt!ttf iHftetv 

Then ihowarsairtf \^iiidi ctWhitti3tt'l[SaittRbabeht)H* 

In dreadful t^iflpeff'thro* W^fc aethter roff dV 

None fhoiilfi iperflitidertd iffoft my bitic Aonrfhbi*; 530 ' 

But4f Miditjbfe'liicid; dear hirray; 

When fdrthite'uliters', or eottcrhidenth^rdkjr. 

Fear not the ftbUm : fbt'inifd-\<*fl*b^'thfebree2se; 

Aid-Aquilo but gettft;^ waVe the trfe*^r 

In fine, what winds may rifc^aflfVthillg'Iate, 5*35 

Whaf fhbwers may humid* Aufferm^dhatt; 

By furill marks th* unerrin|;*furi dechrei^, 

And who, to call the fim deceitful, daa•es'^ 

Hfe^tto foretells Edition's ftcret fdiffnie^ 

Tumults and%eafons, wars aind 'ftrat&geitts* ip(K>t' 

5Y5. ?]^ i£>Ar»^4iMfe] The' I beiieve tliere i»no one things 
in- tht whole {angiiaigtf ofthe Romans, that we are more at 
a lofs about -now-i than their names of colours $ it appears . 
evidently enough, that coertdeus was ufed by theiti for fomc 
dark' coIour^ or other. One might bring. a number of in« 
ftances to prove this-, but one or two fwa% Virgil will be fuf^* 
iicient: 

CoeruleusplwviamdentmtixH. 
— '-■Cdsnfieus fupra caput aftitit imhery 
NoSem byememque firensf et inhorruit widafinekris. 

Aen. 3. 195. 
PoL.Ti'MJBTis, pag. 167. notea4« ; 

5)6. Atifler ffiedlt^iC\ Several of the commentators that have 
been>ufed to coniider the winds only in. a' natural way, and 
never perlnips in an allegorical one, are greatly offended at the > 
word c$gitet here« T\it tjnniing of a lAtind is to them th^ 
higheft pitch of abfurdity that.can be. They are theirefbre for 1 
storing the paflage into qmd cogat it bumidm auper^ or (jmd 

I 
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He too, bewailing her unhappy doom. 

When fell her glorious Caefar, pitied Rome ; 

With dufky rednefs veiPd his chearful light. 

And impious mortals fearM eternal night : 

Then too^.the trembling earthy and Teas that rag'd, 545^; 

And dogs, and .boding birds dire iUs prefag'd : 

What globes of flame hath thund'ring Aetna thrown^^ 

What heaps of fulphur mix'd with molten. ftone. 

From her burft entrails did ihe oft exfpire. 

And deluge the Cyclopean fields with fire !. ^^m 

A dank of arms and rufhing to the wars. 

The found of trampling fbeeds, and clattering cars^ . 

Heard thro' th* aflonifh'd fky, Gcrmania fhock'd,, 

The iblid Alpsunufual tremblings rock'd ! 

Thro* filent woods a difmal voice was heard, . 55 j^ 

AndLglaring ghofls all grimly pale appear'd>, 

r«if«V^/— ««/r« omnes codiees\ as tliemftlVes fay ; If Aefe 
genttemen would pleafe toconfider that it is not they, but Vir- 
gil that is fpeaking here; that the winds were frequently r^*' 
prefented as perfons in his time ; that he had been ufed to fee 
them To reprefented both in Greece^ and in- his ownr country f 

that they were commonly worfhippcd as gods ^and they • 

may perhaps be perfuaded not to think this fo ftiang^e an ex— 
preflion for him toufe. Poltmbtis, Dial. 13. p^ 204. 

Horace (peaking of the river Alifidus fays &)ely) DUtivtem* 
MEMTATUR agris» Od. 14. Bib. 4* 

•541. Hi too beivailing.'] 'Tis fomething-ftrangs that the beffe 
hiiiorians, Pliny, Plutareh, and Appiari, join in relating; thefe 
prodigies. Plutarch not only mentions the palentfs of the fun, 
for a whole year after Ca>e(ar''s death) but adds, that the fruit* 
roHed for want of heat. Appian relates the ftories of the ^ ' 
clashing of arms, and ihouts in the air, an ox fpeaking with> 
a human voice^ ilatues fweating blood, wolves bowUng in thftj 
lonim^ and vi^ims wanting entrails^. 



n OF VIRGIL. i«tt 

At du/ky eve ; dumb caltle filence broke. 
And. with tlkc voice of man (portentous !) fpoke ! 
Earth gapes aghaft ;- the wondering rivers flop ; 
The brazen llatues mounn cold fweats from ivory drop ; 
Monarch of mighty iioods» fupremely ftrong, 561 
Eridamis, whole fbrefts whirl'd along, 
And rolling onwards with a fweepy fway. 
Bore hottfes, herds, and faelplefs hinds away : 
The vidtims ' entrails dire events forbode ! 565, 

Wolves howl in cities! wells o'erflow with blood. 
Ne'er with fuch rage did livid lightnings glare^ 
Not comets trail fuch. lengths of horrid hair ! 
For ihis, Philippi faw, with civil rage. 
The wxetched. Roman legions twice engage ; 57a 

A, ' 

atius,] The redundant fyll'abl'e- ib fluvionm, it 
cxpreflive of the inundation. Dion Caflius relates, that (be 
civer Po did not only overflow and occafioii prodigious da- 
mages, but left likewife gi'eat qjianUMes of ferpents when it 
cetired. 

569. Pbiisp^,y Mzxay learned' critics have difputed-about 
the meaning of this paflfage, vvhich was never cleared up tilli 
Mr. Hdldfwortb publilhcd a judicious dtilertation' en the fub- 
)e6^. He is of opinion, that Virgil mean» by his two^ battles^ 
of Philippi, not two battles fought on the fame individual fpot,. 
but at two diftant places of the fame name, the former at Phi- 
lippi (s^as Thebae Pbt&iae) near Pharfalus in Thei&ly : the- 
latter at Philippi near the •confines of Thrace. And the* 
hiftdHans (all except Lucius Florus) for dlftin£Uon^s fake, call 
the latter battle only by the name of Philippi } yet, as there, 
was one at PhiHppi near Pharfalia, in fight of which the for- 
mer was fought, the poets call both by the fame name. A& 
to the reafons whi.ch he fays determined Virgil to call bothi 
battles by the faifie name> the chief of them I think is thiss 
that in compliment to Auguftus, he might imprefs the fuper- 
ftitioHs Romans with a belief^ Uiat the vengeance of the gods' 
' '' againflft 



i6a T H E « t O R G i C S Book i. 

Emathia, (heaven ^ecree^' !) wsi iwicb in^HU'd, 
And 'Ha0eafU9^ fields twice fattenM witkTmr'Udbd. 
The time at length fiiall cofllfr,'Hfhen Iab\h]^ fwailkty 
As with their ploughs thejr jturn their gnilty plains^ 
'Gainft hollowr helms-theit hesmy/dn^ fliailfbikey 5^75 
And clafh 'gainfl Bumy tt fwcM, iuid itrfty pike ; 
View the vaft gra^s wkh'faoitor and amsa^. 
And at huge IxMiei of gl^t lid'bes^ gate. 

Ye guardian gods of Romev bur jpray'r^ 
And,Ro!ifultf8> a»d thou> chafte Veftii, hear! 5 89 

agalnft the limrd^i'tffS of CaVlair was denounced by numbcrt 
of prodigies aitd omens) and in' fo i-effiark^ble a m^Liiiiieftr 
that there appeared in it a particular ftroke of pro?ide))tey ac^ 
curding to the h^tKeh fuperfiitioriy that the fecond batdt 
trtikh proved llft&t t^ tN RoHMnsi AMd be fbdg!ft' in ti#a 
fame province with the firft, and near a fecond Philippi. 

574.. Plotts^bs.l The delicate art of the poet in returning to 
his ftfli}ea'bf iifftitiflg t\&& dkuthftaneet oF iHh plo^ht^Sn** 
firiding oM-atWdttr) cAn«dt be Cttf6ti4tRif adlfia^red. fMii^ 
ha^ffneiy i^tated' it-ifi hiU^Jyd^'y whefe fj^e^n|; df thede*i 
ftfoaiwi of old 'Ari«oflS«fla> heradds^ 



>4**«** 



-Upon ^hat'treacheraas f raft of Uxid 



• ' ■ — ■ * 

8he whilom Aood >; ndvir Ceres, in her {irime; 
amiles fertile, ahd, with ruddied' freight bededd^d^ 
The applet tree^ by; olir f6?e*fa'thcr»^ blood 
Improt'd, that now reclilis the devious ttiak, 
Urgtn^her ddtia'd labdurs ' td purfttei 

P»itil»sVCydtf, BdolcfJ 

; ^W. Yeff^iaikrgttdrMtthms.'i VkgW (fiiyslVft. IpenccV 
m m^^i MrHi hbVr ih'etifi^th? gfat'tralnof deitiei, iirfi 
j«^iVed att6vt^^tlifetiift, ^niJaffferV^rdj/fuce^ffiveiy in Cfiwe* 
tfttVi'mly: AnrdYig tWe'RcsftTah^, thfe t^tfe deities received at 
ft|h-cm*', Wii* J(lifft^ Jto, aAd MfherVk ; atid therefori' 

Wmradrfs thi? Word wJjgties, ta fix it to tiie tin pr£} pMf^ 
di" tne (Kree great" Yupreine g^s, received as Tuch itf his oWb 
rfofiiitryV tai^ifih heJc is muVfc thr fame as noJIH in Juvenal^ 
whcfT 
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Ye, who pxtbrtrt-w^YOMT' pro^ikioas powcfs» 
EtruriairTtlfei!^ ^Mkcttfae Roman towers ! 
. At^kaA ^«fliiii«-dM-.3«uth td ia?ethe world 
(Oar onl^; Ttffiig^t!) iAiOOAfafioa Jittrl?d : 
Let flreams of bided' Already ii>iU.a£toiie 5S5 

For perjuries of lmUe-I»a0iiiadon ! 
'Hie^^odfi^ 0'C*dary.€bvy aifdrcoiBpiainy 
That men ted>tfai^)F'^cares thy Heps detain ; 
Where facred order, fraud and force confound^ 
Where impious wars and tumults rage around, 590 
And every various vice and crime is crowned : 
Diihonour'u lies the plough ; the banifliM fwains 
.Are harried from th' uncaltivated plains 1 

when ht'f^adtf of theft vtrfdb't^ 'MT. BfBttet obferrft 
how faultily Dryden has tranflated this paiiage. 

POLYMETIS, Dial.ftO. 

581. Etrurian.^ Virgil in this place, and in Geo. a. 530. 
A>eak8 of Tufcan^ and Rome almoft as if they were upon the 
iime footing $ chiefly out of complaifance for his great patron 
Mecaenasywhowasaefcended from the old race of the kings 
of that country. Holdsworth. 

586. Fal/e LaomedoHj] Apollo and Neptune being hired by , 
Laomedoui to afiift him in building a wall round his city of 
Troy, when the work was finiihed were by him defrauded of 
their pay. 

587. O Ooif/ar.} I at firft tranflated it, great Caefar j but ob* 
ferved afterwards that the poet joins no epithet to Caefar -$ I 
therefore omitted fo improper an addition j which weakens the 
dignity and (implicity of the original. 

590. Impious ivarj,"] The amiable and gentle temper, the uni- 
verfal benevolence of Virgil, appear in this ftrikmg pafla^e. 
A certain melancholy flow in the numbers, and an air of pity 
for the diftrefles of his fellow- creatures, mikp thefe lines more 
valuable than even the poetry they contain. At the time I 
write this, 1761^ it is impoflible to read them without feeling 
Sheir force* 
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The iickles into barbarous fwords are beat^ 
Euphrates here, there wsb* tlie Germans threkti 595, 
The neighbouring cities break faith's mutual bands^ 
And ruthlefs Mars rave'ii wiH o^er all the lands. 
As when four furious coucfers whirl away 
T4ie trembling driver> nor his cries obey, 
With headlong haHe fwift-^pOttrihg o^ef the plains, 6^^ 
The chariot boandt. ^tk^^ ft<>f htar4 the tAia*. 
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BOOK the Second. 
A H G U M E N T. 

'This Book^ which treat $ of pitntting^ is divided int§ 

Jeven parts. 1, The paet fpeaks of the various ways 
in which trees are produced^ both by nature 4ind art, 
II. Their different fpeoies and forts ^ and how they are 

40 be managed* III. What foils are mofl fuitable to 
each \ from whence he naturally digr^ffes into an en^ 

icomitlm on thefoU and produSfions of Italy^ I V . The 
method of difiovering anddi/lingUTpjtng the nature of 
each fotL \,The culture and management of the 

'mne, VI. The culture of the olive and other :trees% 
VIL The praifes of a country lifh 
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THUS far ^f tiflage,>ajid.tlie l^eav'nly figns ; 
Now thee I iing, O Bacchus, god of vines I 
With tkee the native l-afce of fylvan trees. 
And olives, blooming late by ilow^degrees. 
Come, facred fire, with lufcieus clafteiJs crown'd, c 
IJere all the riches of thy reign abound ; 

Ver. 2. Nvw tbee Ifi^i O Bttccbtti,] Inftead of coolly ,pw>- 
pofmg the fubje^l he is going to treat of, vJz;< the cultivation 
of vines, olives, &c. the poet at oncebn^s out ioto a«raptu* 
rous addrefs to Bacchus, in the ftyje of ao hymn ; the image 
contained in the following iines is beautiful and.pi^urefque» 

HuCy pat€r Lenttety itemx imJatft^e nvfflfl 
linge novo mecum direptis crura cotburnis. 

We fee the god treading the wine-prefs, Mr. Dryden*t 
tranilation of this paiTage is remarkable. 

«< Come 
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Each field Qep)el;^4i(i|H.^k4wg:^tUU^ « 

And in deep ti4fts .fqf.»4*f!fo:^fiwiWngrtaiitoge.flows. 
O come, tby b^4fias^ %^>i>F€^.irnkM>fi;» 
^nd liftge with fl^^ ii^y t]^fl(gbfti^:pj«pJe jtticc. i© 

Kind nature trees, by if^^i^ soafap^, i(ttpplifis» 
SpontamOQ^Sjftm^^, by ^^^^ .i«itftught. ^e ; 
At will, by broG^ ^ laji^n Qr. |i\9A4psv:» .bloom 
Th' obedient oiier, an^^^ j^i^^^dii^ te(ma<; 
WJiile with the poplar o^ ih^ majsy iborc ij. 

The willow wa^ xt$ ^zjure fpiiag<? hq^. 
Part by the force of.quicl^f^i^g fe^id .^iife. 
Hence tow'rs the lofty cjl^efiv^t tp;th« Q^ifis ; 
And Aefculua, great mop^rch pf ^ gwvc, 
Supreme apd ^teliell of the tre^s of Jove : ise 

With the proud oak, benc^rth w^xofe awrfiilihad« 
Religious rites fond Qraece deyputly ^paid. 
Some pour an ii>fant foreft'irQpi th^ir rooi^. 
Thus elms and cherries ij^Jii^g i^iireqjoisaai: fhooM* 
Thus too^ their ten^^r xcf^ P^piaffus* ba^s, zs 

Beneath their. mother's Qi^}t€[;i^g ibl^dow^ rai£e^ 



Gome, ftrip with me, my jgpd,, coir t xdswnch .all a'er 
Thy lipibs in.iwift of win^, anfi.dGinkajt.c-v.'ry poue. 

11* Kmd nature trees, '\ The poet fays, wild trees are pro- 
duced three ieveral ways, i . SPONTANEOUSLY, %, by SQEDS, 
J. and by suckehs. He ftili ufes the fame cu'der aiyerfethe 
6ift, &c« 

%%^ Greece de*V9ittfy paid,] In thi$, and many othpr paf. 
£iges, he glances at,aa4 ridicules the faperilirions of the Gre- 
cians. 

£4. Cberrw,^ This kind of fruit had not.becn brought int«^ 
Italy many years before Virgil wrote. 'Tis faid, Lucullus 
£rft tntrodiice4the]» intoflialt country after he bad conquered 
Mithiidates. 
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So Q)t:|ng, as nature various^means approvjes. 

On woods, or ihrubs, or coniecrated groves. 

Yet other means halh fage experience found ; 

This, from the mother- trunk, whhin'the ground 30 

The tender fucker iets ; another ^takes 

•Of larger growth, crofs-fplh, or fharpen'd ftakes. 

And oft, in native earth, the boughs we fee 

Inverted, multiply* the parent tree*: 

Nor fears the gard'ner oft, the fmalleft fhoot 35 

To trail to earth ; fome afk not for a root. 

Oft .from cleft olive-trunks wi th age decayed 

New fibres flioot, and fprings awond'rous'lhade. 

Even different trees a mutual change affume, 

iknd flill improv'd, with alien foliage bloom j 4© 

JBy pear-trees areingrafted apples borne. 

And Hony corneils blufhing plums adorn. 

•Search then, ye farmers, with fagacious mind. 

How beft to. manage every various kind. 

With culture civilize your favage trees, 45 

Nor let your lands lie dead in flothliil eafe. 



29. Tet other 'mea^s,'\ ^Havhig fpoken of trees which fpon- 
*taneoufly propagate their fpecies, he now proceeds to men- 
tion thofc methwls which are ufed by human indu(Jry. Thele 
•are by fuckers, fets^ lay«FS» cuttings, pieces of ckft wood, and 
ingrafting. Martym. 

3*. Crofs'ffUt or JbarpefCd flakes, "] There are two ways of 
;planting feitersi The gaadrjfiiias ftuies (Cays Mr. Benfon) is 
when the bottom is flit acrofs both way a ; ihe ticuto rBbore is' 
when it is cut into a point, which is called the coh's foot. 

37. Olive,'] It is common in Italy to fee old olive- tjce», 
^at feem totally dead in the trunk, and yet have very fiourifh« 
ing youqg heads*, The fame it often as furj^rising in old 

willows \ 
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What joy the gtapes on Ifmarus to crop. 
And cloath with olives huge Taburnus' top ! 

Hafte then my better part of fame, my pride. 
Do thou my courfe at o^ice affift and guide ; 5c 

Do thou, Maec^as, iha^e with me the gale. 
And o'er expanded feas unfurl the fwelling fail. 
Nor fi>ars my thought ambitious to rehearfe. 
All nature's wonders, in my Ihortcr verfe ; 
A tafk like this, would alk an hundred tongues, 55 
An hundred mouths, and iron^armed }^ngs. 
Still will we keep the friendly (hore at hand, ^ 
Nor dare to launch too boldly from tli^ laod : 



"Willows; of which I have (eenfeveral (and paiticularly Tome 
in the garden liland in St. James's. Park) which fend down a 
tap-root from their heads through the trunk, that often feems 
intirely decayed ; and To form a yonng ti*ee on an* old flock, 
which looks as flouriOiiii? as the other does rotten. Spence. 

47. Ifmarus*] Ifmarus is a mountain in Thrace 5 Tcbur- 
ws in Campania, famous for olives. 

51. Do thouy Maecenas,"] If I raiftake not, no patron was 
«ver To finely commended as Maecenas is in thr^ work. In- 
deed all Virgit fays to him, 01* of him, is as follows, viz. In 
the firfl book, Virgil names him in the fecond line. In the 
fecond book, he begs him to afTift him in his undertaking, and 
4eelares he owes the gi^eatefl part of his reputation to him. In 
the third book, he mentions the difEculty of the tafk Maecenas 
had put| him upon,, and again begs his afliflance. In the 
fourth book, he defireshim to look favourably upon that piece, 
-and addreffes it more particularly to him, than he had done 
any of the former. 'Tis true diere is no great eclat in all 
this, but the compliment to Maecenas lies here. Virgil un- 
dertook a very necefTary work for the fervice of his prince, 
and his country. He declares it was Maecenas put him upon 
it. He found the work very difHcult, but flill Maecenas per- 
Aiades him to perfifl in it j and by hi s> patronage, and his ge. 
nerofity, enabled him to go through with it } fo that the whole. 

Vol. I, I all 
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Nor will I tire thine ear with fables vain. 
With long preambles and fuperfiuous drain. 60 

The trees, whofe fhades fpontaneous pierce the fides, 
Tho* barren, beautiful and vigorous rife ; 
For nature works beneath : but if thy toil 
Graft, or tranfplant them in a gentler foil. 
Their genius wild, where-e*er thou lead'ft die way, 65 
Of difcipline fequaceous, will obey : 
So will the fprouts that from the root aroie ^ 

If placM amid the plain, in ordered rows : 
For elfe the mother's oveHhadowing top, 
Or blafts the fruit, or checks the promised crop. 70 
All trees from feed advance by flow degrees, 
An^d for a future race their fliades increafe ; 
Fruits of the richeft juice in time decay. 
And ! birds amid negleded vineyards prey ; 
All, all, muft feel the force of toil intenfe, 7^ 

Be to the trench coniinM, and tamM with large expence. 



all the juftice that is done to Auguftus*s chara6(fr, all the 
fervice that work could do his country, was owing to Maecenas* 
This was complimenting him in the fineft manner. He was 
ipeaking of a minifter. The chara£ler he gives him is that 
of a perfon, who employs his power and fortune in counte- 
nancing one that could be of u(e to his mafter> and the pub- 
lic. Hei-e the poet makes a graceful figure, whilft he fhewt 
his gratitude by owning his obligations, and at the fame time 
that he makes his court to his patron, he makes his patron^s 
court to his prince. Bens.on. 

59. Fables vain,'] He points at the truth, and the dig- 
nity, and the utility of his fubje£t, exalting it above fuBjeSt- 
ef mere fiflion. and Grecian tales. 

61. The trees,] The poet had before mentioned the three 
ways by which wild trees are produced.«^Here he follows the 

fame 



« 
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With beft fuccefe, from truncheons olives ^rin^ ; 
Layers of the vine the fairefl cluilers bring ; 
From fets will bloom the myrde, plant of love ; 
But quite full-grown transplant the hazle grove ; 8a 
Aih too* tho' tall, and that fair tree whofe boughs 
Bear the broad crc^rn that binds Alcidcs' brows, 

feme method, and flicws by what culture each fort lanaf be 
meliorated. Marty N« 

80. BtU quite fuU'grofWttA A curious dilTertation on the 
fubjed of thefe ver&s by Mr. Holdfworth was pubiiibed not 
long ago, of whom I have heard many able Judg^ declare, 
that he underftood Virgil better than any man living. In my 
humble «pinion, (ays he, afterthe general -conclufion of plaat- 
ing out, 

S^Uicet cmMtbus 0JI lahor impendimdus \ & omnes 
Cogenda iufuiaimi ac pmkamercede doBtrnd^^ 

And the fhort remark added, that fome trees ihrive beftj not 
by the ordinary way of planting, but by layers and truncheons, 

Sedtrtmcis oleae meUus^ &c. 

Virgil proceeds next to another fort of planting, fHU moredif* 
iicult $ and tells us, that not only young plants and trun- 
cheons may be i^moved, but even grown trees. This is me- 
thodical, and confident with what « preceded, the tranfltioR 
eafy, and the climax juft. We continue ftill in the planta- 
tion, but we are led into a part we had feen nothing of before, 
a grove of fome confiderable growth, newly planted. And 
therefore we may obferve, all the epithets and decorations, 
ufed here to enliven the fubjefl, are fuited to trees of an ad* 
vanced age, 

Plahtu edurae cwylt^ &c« 

By this interpretation it muft appesur already, that the epi« 
thet arduaf which is a difficulty with Dr. Martyn, becomes 
plain and eafy t and indeed it was fo far from cnJ}arraffing 

I i me. 
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Jove's otik, or palm high-waving o'er the llce|>. 

And fir now fit to tempt the dsuig'roiifi deep. 

On th' korrld aibute graft the w.il nut's fpray, 85 

Pr bid with apples hafmr^ planes Ippl^ gay. : ^ 



roe, th^ U hclpoi tp esplatn ^hat went facfoiie. We advance 

farther in the plaOtation, and are (hewn, that even the palm 
too (an exotic) may be tranfpl anted when tall, or in poetic 
)anguage> bfr l^rn a tsee $ . and fo likttwife ibe fir, when 
grown fit for a maft. 

We may very reafonaUy imagmcy that in Virgil*s time, 
that age ot lua^uiy^ the gr«at men of Rome tran^lantcd tall 
trees from, woods and nur^ries, as is frequently done with us» 
intotheir.vvalks and gardens. Maecenas^ to whom this book 
is dedicated, ha4 a garden, we know, on the Efquilin'c hill, 
celebrated by. Horace and others ; and 'tis not improbable, 
that in order to brinp it fooner to perfe6lion, this might be 
pra^lisMtHere, perhaps fuft at the ttnie whenVtrgii was writing 
this Georgic* If lb, how artfully does the poet heie infinuate, 
with his ufual addrefs, a compliment to his patron ? I only 
hint thi3 as a c^njedure ; but am more tnclin'd ^obelievd, 
that fomething of the wildernefs part of a garden is intended, 
by the palm being placed amongft the others ; which, tho' a 
fruit-tree in its own country, yet is not improperly put here in 
the company of forcft-trees, becaufe it did not bear fruit, nor 
WAS countf^d a fruit-tree at that time in Italy : as Pliny in- 
forms us lib. iii» c. 4. and therefore could be planted only, as 
the others might, for beavty and ornament to gardens. 

Whether Virgil had any fuch view or not, tlM^re can at leaft 
be no (fonbt but that removing tall trees was pra6lis'd among 
the Romans. We find by Pliny, that the common method of 
viaking their arbujia^ or plantations for fupporting vines, 
was by planting out elms, when about five years old, or 
about twenty fopt high : lib. xvii. c, 11. And the fir, men- 
tioned above, which Pliny tells us had To deep a root, .mud 
certainly have been a tall tree, and yet, he fays, was removed. 
As to the palm, tho' it did not arrive to fuch perfeftion in 
Italy, as to bear fruit, yet we find it was common there \ and 
a tree which' not imly would bear removing, hut jhrive the 
better for it. 

And 



I 
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Oft has the beech improy'd tlhe chefimt Bore, 
The wild afli' Hipod with pear^trce^ bkiibtstf koar, 
And fvodfiebs&eitkdieelmMave oratk'dthe maty fMt, 
The fwains who gtasft, employ a^differentt Hit 9a 

From tho(byifk0 to t\m bvk a bisl impert : 
For thro' the aiud where barftii the tendef gem, 
Faft by the knot they wound the taper .ftem. 

And to put thifr matter about removing tall trees beyond 
difpute, Virgil himfelf confinns it in another place, aud 
makes his Corycius ttti^x put it in 4)r«6fice, Gcorg. iv« 
14.4, &c. 

lUe etii^ fifty hi *ottfim d^ii tdm^ 
Eduramque pirunty &fpittosjam prima ferentes^ 
Jamque miniftrdnUm platanuni poidntwm umbras. 

'Tis true, molt of the commentators and tranflators feem not- 
to have rightly apprehended ch6 meaning 6f rlvii patfa^e, as 
Dr. Marty n obfeiVesv and dinrcby tibure bft mndr ot its ipirit.\ 
But fmce he has Pepder'd it juftly^ and given it its full force, 
I doubt not, Buf when 6e' comparts the eifprcflibhs of both 
paflages toj^tHeHy to tttijl more tfttfily agree to ii^4iaterpr^t»< 
tion ; and will be furpriz'd, as indeed I am, how it before 
efcap'd him. With regard to the verfes following in the 
c>ligfnal> . 

lnJ^Har-^e)f9 exfhetu ttudrn&Utns h^rM^ 
Et fteriUs piatctra nudas gej^ire cQ'&Uinfes I 
Caftaneae fagBSy tirnufyue incunuii ^bo 
Flore pyriy giMdem^ fuesfregere fuh tAmt* 

Mr, Holdfworth obferves, that Virgil liad before 4>oken of 
grafting in the common' method, fronri vcr. 32 to 34, 

Et faepe alteriw ratios impun0 indefiwr 
Vertfi^$ ittaitmUsy^ tnvtfitdftlqm it^tamttik. 
Eerre p^wmt ft primij tapidofdruhefcere coma* 

As he there grafts only kernel fruit on kernel, and (tone on 
ftone,he (hews plainly that he underftodd what was the com- . 
moD method, and confoxms to it, Agaiitj from ver. 49 to 

I 3 5»« 
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Then in the flit an alien bod confined. 
They teach to knit coi^enxal with the xiad ; 95 

Or thto' the poliih^d trunk they wedge their way, 
And in the chafin iniert a Infty fptay ; 
Ere long lo heaven the Ibaring branches iheot, 
' And wonder at their height, and more than native Frmt. 
Beiidesy of ftnrdy elniB a difierent kind» loa 

Of willows, and the watery lote, we find« 
Th' Idean cyprefs various looks afTomes, 
In numerous forms the lufcious olive blooms : 
Nor Orchite's nor the Radius' kind is one. 
Nor Paufia's by their bitter berries known ; 105 

In fbveral hues to fhine the apple loves ; 
How many ipecies deck Alcinous' groves ? 
What vaft varieties each orchard b^ars. 
In fyrian, bergamot, and poander pears I 
Nor the fame grape HeQieria's vintage fills, no 

Which Lefbos gathers from Methynuiia's. hills. 

51. under the articles of improvements, he obferve^, that 
chance-plants, which are naturally, wild, may be j^viiizfid by 
grafting, as crabs, iloes, or wild plums, &c. 

Teamen base quo^fi ^$t 
Jftferat, out fir$bibus mandet mutata/ubaSiff 
E^cufrintjyl'veflreim ammum» 

Having thus fufficiently mentioned this pra£ltce, and there be- 
ing no neceility to repeat it as he endeavours to be as conciic 
aspoiliblej he proceeds in the next place to tell us, that trees 
of different kinds may likewife be grafted <m each other. And 
as he had before ihew^d, in the four preceding verfes, what art 
could do in tranfplanting tall trees ; he advances here to fliew 
what may likewife be done by the help of art in grafting, viz. 
that anyfcion may be ingrafted on any ftock. All the tninf- 
lators have miilaken this palTage : and I am indebted to J^dr» 
Holdivvortb for his clearing it up. 
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Of THafiair vines, iiid Mir«ot2c wlilte. 

One loves a flttenM fbily and one a light ; 

Beft are the Piythian when by Phoebus dry*d ; ^ 

Thin is Lageos' penetrating tide, ^^Sf 

By which the fanltering tongae, and ftaggering feet are 3 

Purple there are, and grapes which early fpring ; L^^dj 

But in what ftrains thee, RhaetTc, fhall I fing ? 

Yet dare not thou with Palem juice conteft ! 

Anuninean wines for body are the beft ; izo 

To thefe, ev^n'Tmolus bends his clufter^T brows. 

And, king of vine-dad hills, Phanaeus bows ; 

By thefe is Argos' lefTer gfape furpaft, 

Tho^ fam'd fo much to flow, fo long to laft. 

N6r thine, O Rhodes, I pafs, whofb ftreams afibld 125 

libations to the gods, and crown die board : 

Nor thee, Bumaftus, grape of plnmpeft fize ; 

But can my (bng each various race comprift ? 

He that cou'd each rehearfe, the fands might count; 

TW from the Lybian wafte in whirling eddies mount :l 

Or tell the billows as they beat the fhores, 13^1 

When allth* Ionian Tea with raging Boreas roars. 

Nor every race will thrive in every ground : 

Willows along the river-banks abound ; 

* 

1 14. PJytbia,} Pafum is a wine made from raiiins, or dried 
grapes, common both in Italy and the fouth of France. But 
the grapes are only hung up to -dry, and not i^ueeaed into 
barrels like out conunon raifins, 

126. Libations J] Among the Romans the firft courfe con- 
fided of flefh, and the fecond of fruit, at which they poured 
out wine to offer to the gods, called a Libation. 

AaauTHNOT on Coins. 

1x7. Plumpe/,} Bumafius is the very large red fort of 

I 4 papcsf 
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While alders bad in wet and weeping plaijo^, 1^5 

The wild afh pn the ri^gy mountain reigns-; 
Arties the ihore» the baleful eugh approves 
3feak blafb, and Bacchus funny fuounits loves. 

Th* extreme of cultivated lands furvey, 
The painted Scythians, and the realms of day ; 140 
All trees allotted keep their feveral coails, 
India alone the iable ebon boaiis ; 
Sabaea bears the branch of frankincenfe. 
And fhall I £ng, how teenung trees difpenie. 
Rich fragrant balms in many a trickling tear> 145 
With ibft Acanthus' berries, never fear ? 
From Aethiop woods, where woolly leaves iacreaie. 
How Syrians comb the vegetable fleece ?- 
Or fhall I tell how India hangs her woods^ 
Bound of this earth, o^cr Ocean's unknown floods ? 15.0 
Where to fuch height the treea gigantic grow. 
That far they leave the founding fliaft bek>w^ 
Tho' fkill'd the natives are to bend the bow. 
The Median fields rich citron fruits produce^ 
Tho' harfli the tafte> and clammy be the juiep ; 155 

grapes, that -they give you fo perpetually iir thdr dcferts in 
Italy : and particularly at Florence. Xt ha9 its name from its. 
Ihape, each grape being like the teat of a cow j Varro half ia« 
tinifes tlie word, where he calls it bumamma* Holds worth. 
154. Median fields, '\ Virgil here gives a very high charafl«r of 
this tree, both for its beauty and ufemlnefs: I take it that he means ' 
orange-trees, which were brought foil into Italy from Media 
in his time. As the orange-tree was not yet generally knewn 
in Italy, he defcribes it by its Itkenefs to a tree, well known 
there, the laurel-tree. The leaves, fays he, referable the 
leaves of tSat ; but have a finer and more diiRiled fmell, and 
it is almoft aKvaysbcautify'd with flowers. Pliny (Nat, Hift. 

lib. 
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Bleft antidottf ! Mrhick when ii^^^vil hour. 

The ftcp-damie mixes hei'bs of poifonaos powV, 

And crowm the bowl wicl> many a mutter'd ipell^ 

Will from the veins the direful draught expell. 

Large is the trunk> ,aad laurel-like its frame, i 6q 

And Hwere a laurd, Were i^s fcent the fame. 

£i^ lading leaf each roaring blaft defieSf 

Tenacious of the ftem its flourets, rife 3 . 

Hence a matt wftolei^nto biieat)^ the Modes receive. 

And of pale fires the laboring lungs' relieve. 165 

But neidbier Media's groves, her teeming moldj 
pall- Ganges* floody nor Hertnus thick with gold^; 
Nor all the fbom Panchflift's glebe' expands, 
Where'^erxrretiovrtlfiBfr&gtaiitiands $ 
Nor Baftrlan, nor Arabian fifelds cafl vie 170 

With the bleft fceiics'of bcatoteour Italy. 
Eells breatMng fire her furrows ne'er have known. 
Ne'er with tibe dreadfol dxagon's tefeth were fown^ 



lib. XII. c. 3.') calls the orange-n-ee mltts MeJica,'9hi W« 
account of it agrees exiwihcly whh thw in Virgjl. . 

HOLDSWORTHU 

166. Media's gro'ves.'] We are noW come tb his moft beau- 
tiful praifes of Italy} nor is it eafy to determine which is great- 
eft, the poet's (kill,, or the patriot's love of his country. He 
glaqcfif-at Greece with fome ironical farcafjns, in feveral parts 
ofthispaffage 5 particularly he feemHo laugh at fomfe <tf*their 
abfurd^ftories :. in. thefe lines, 

Haec loca nm tauri fpir antes narihus i^nem 
hgtftrteret fatis immanis dentibus bydri^ 

he alludes to the famous ftoxy of Jafon. Mr.. Thomfon. has 
fihelyJmitated thefe praifes ot Italy in his Seafons, where he 
celebrates Great Britain* See his Summer* 

Is 
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Whence fprung an iron crop, an armed tmin. 

With helm and ipear embattellM on the plain. 175 

But plenteous corn (he boails, and gen'rOus mne. 

The lufdous olive, and the joyful kine. 

Hence o'er the plain the warrior-fteed elate. 

Prances with portly pace in martial ftate ; 

Hence fnowy floeks waih'd in thy facred ftream, 1 80 

Clitumnus, and of viftims the fiipreme 

The mighty bull, hav^ led thro' fhouting traias 

Rome's pompous triumphs to the lofty fanes. > 

The fields here {JM'ing's perpetual beauties crown» 

Here Summer ihines in ieafons not her own. 185 

Twice teem the cattle each revolting year. 

And twice the ti^s their blufhing bur^ieabearm . 

Nor here the ty^grcfs rears her rav*nfetts breed, . 

Far hence is the fell lion's iayage feed ; . 

Nor wretched iimplers ipecious weeds invite, 190 

For wholefome herbs, to crop pale aconite^: 

Nor fcaly fnakjss in fuch vail volumes glide, -^ 

Nor on ^ train £0 thick, and fpires fo lofty ride. 

Add too around what far^famfd cities rife. 

What ilately works of daedal artifice ! , ^9S 



»S.i. Cfttuffwus.'] Now called CUtvmM ; it rifts^ litde be- 
low ^e village o? Campello in Ombria. The inliabitants 
near this river ftill retain a notion, that its waters are attended 
with a fupernatural property, imagining that it makes the 
cattle white that drink of it ; a quadity for which it is like- 
V^ife cekbrated by many of the Latin poets. 

See MfiLMOTH's Pliny, p. 455, 
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With tow*red.town® her craggy cliiFs are crowned, 
Here rivers roll old mofs^grown ramparts round. 
And fhall my fong her two>fold ocean boad. 
That pours its riches forth on either coaH ? 
Her fpaciotts lakes ; 6rft mighty Larius, thee ? 200 
And thee» Benacus, roaring like a fea ? 
Her ports ^id harboors, and the Lucrine mounds. 
From which the beating sixain indignant bounds ; 
Where Julias' flood of bonds impatient raves, 204 
And calm ^vernus' flrdghts confine the Tufcan waves ? 
Her fid[4s with brafs and filver veins have glow'd. 
Her pregnant rocks with gold abundant flow'd. 



M96. fHth iowns-'^liffs ,'\ Among other inftances of the 
happineis of Italy, Vtrgil mentions its having fo many towns 
built on craggfy rocks and hills. There were more former- 
ly, and areieveral ftilh In the road from Rome to Na)>les» 
you fee no lofs than four in one view, from the . hill on which 
ripemo now ftancfs $ reckoning that for one of them. Thefc 
were very ufefu), of old, for defehce, among fndi a fight- 
ing race of people : and are fo ftill for their codnefs, in ft> 
hot a climate, that they are generally forced to drive their 
flocks of (heep up upon the mountains for the fummerofeaibn, 
as they ufually feed them in the iheltered plains by the fea-fide 
in the winter. Holdsworth and Spence. 

198. Ocean.'] Italy is waihed on the north fide by the 
Adriatic fea, or gulph of Venice, which is called marefu" 
ferumy or the upper fea \ and on the fouth fide by the 7yr- 
rbene or Talban fea, which is called mare inferum^ or the 
lower fea. The Larius is a great lake at the foot of the 
Alps in the Milauefe, now called, Lago di Como* The Be- 
nacus is another great lake in the Veronefe, now called 
Lago di Gar da '^ out of which flows the Mincius, on the 
banks of which our poet was bom. Lucrinus and Avernus 
are two lakes- of Campania ; the former of which wasalmoft 
wholly deftroyed by an earthquake, but ihe latter is Aill re« 
maining, and now called Lago d'JfVfmo* 
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She birth to many a race» in battle brave, » 

The Marfian, and the Sabine (crfdierygavei '' 

Hcr's are Liguria*s fbns^, untaught to yield, ' 2i& 

And her's the Volfci, fldllM the fpear to wield; 

The Deciai;! hence, and Marian hetoe» canic, ^ 

Hence Q>rung thy line, Camilius, mighty itiuade ^ 

Hence rofe the Scipios, undifinay^d in ilghl^ - ^ 

And thou, great Caefar, whof<iyi£korioti» Bkigkt; ^ 215 

From Rome^s highwalU, on Afia^s utmoft piamd, 

Aw'd into peace fierce' India's rage reftnanst ' 

All hail, Saturnian foil ! hail, parent great ' 

Of fruits and mighty^ men! my lays- repeat- /" i, 

For thee this argument of ancient art, 220 

Tliefe useful toikiy.sever'd of old) impart^ 

For thee, I dare unlock theiacred ipring> 

And thro^ the Roman &:eets Afcrean^numbers ^ng* 

114. The Scspios,'] The elder Scipio delivered hiS'COUit- 
tryirom theinTafion of Hannibal, by tran$ferrin|; the war 
into Africa ; where he fubdued the GarthaginiafiSy . impoieda 
tribute upon them, and took hoftages. Hence he had the 
furname of Africanus, and the honour of a triumph. The 
younger Scipio triumphed for the.conclufioa ofthe third Punic 
war^ by the total deftru^tion of Carthage. Hence they^were 
called the thunderbolts d^v/zT'-^'-duo/ulmiftabeiliScipiaJas* Aen. 
6« VirgiL borrows the expreffion, from Lucretius, ScipiadfS 
belli fulmen, 

^t%* AU bail,] The conclufion of ^liny^s natural hifto- 
ry bears a very near refemblan^e tq this paiTage^ and {a 
very beautiful. Ergo in toto orbg et quacunque cofli com^ 
vexitas t/ergit, pulcberrima eft omniumf rebufque merito prin^ 
citatum obtinem, lialray re&rix parenfque mundi altera \ *v%- 
riSy foemimsy ducibusy miUtibus, femntiisp artium praeftantii^ 
ifigeniorum claritatibufy jam fitu etc falubritate coeli . atqi^e 
temperie^ accfffu cunSafum gentium faciliy littoribus pcrtuo/s, 
benigno 'uentorum t^tu* The whole pa^ge is worth the 
reader's perufal. 

3 
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N^t, of ea9)i viQiotts foU thid gOniua he» I 
Its colour^ ftnng^i what beft dHpoifd to bter. 225' 
Th' unfriencPy cUSt^ and unpi^Ufic g^tiitd^. 
Wkere olay jtjjaae^ aad thfe eokt flint abOttlid> 
Where bufltes evdjrfyread the barreit field, . 
Will b^ftlth' onf^ng^rvvb of MI^ yidd i 
Here thQ'wildi^v<5 wo0d»iutiiri«nin(hoot; srfd 

And all,tke.]^aicis uvftremtf imt^fybwi fruii;, 
Bat the rvrh fi>il with gesial fonbeesdofd^ 
All green with gnaisy with nttfiftore-lweot bedew'd,^ 
Sach sts we oft {vmrtyir&om cavfem^d' VUku 
Whence auny a fbeaittdtefataidaiaaii ip ybgiiill^ 239 
And with rich oifato the latt!niiig inalky filler; 
Or tUatewaMhiiM»;dbe httaj^hmAKn^^ . 
And feeds die &m. imfnendfy to the ihare^ ;. 
Ere Iqng will ^nnea of IniBlefl growtfrftfodactt 
. And big with bounteous Bacchus' cheoceft jnioe^ 24^ 
Will give the grafie^ in tfcrfcmnijMriico^ 
Whole pnrj^eftream the gotdeiig^letdy^ • 
When the fat Tttioah's honi hasrcail'dr^ie go^ . 
And the full chMgers bendiheneathrthefuuMikfiiigkad^ 
Bat ballocke would yourrear, and hcids- of cows^ z^^ 
Or fheepy or goats that crop the budding boughs ; 
Seek rich Tarentum's plains, a diflant coaft. 
And fields like thofe my lucklefs Mantua loft. 
His filver-pinion'd fwans where Mincio feeds. 
As flow they iidl among the wat'ry weeds. 25^ 

There for thy flocks frefh fountains never fail. 
Undying verdure cloaths the gralTy vale ; 
And what is crop'd by day, the night renews^ . 
Shedding rcfreibful fto^s of cooling dews. 



Ig2 THEGEORGIC^ Book 2* 

A fable mold and ht beneath die fhare^ « ^55 

That crambles to the tonch, of texture rare. 
And (what our art efiefts) by nature ioofe. 
Will the beft growth of feodfol grain produce : 
And from no field, beneath pale evening's ftar 359 
With heavier hanwfts fraught, iietoms die nodding car. 
Or elfe the plain, from which the ploughman's rage 
Has felPd the fbreft, hoar through many an age. 
And tore the tall trees from their ancient bale. 
Long the dark covert of the feathery race ; 
Baniih'd their bow'rs, abroad they mount iu air, 265 
While fhines the recent glebe beneath the (hare. 
For the lean gravel of the ilopng fidd, 
And mould'ringionetywherefiiakea their manfiont buildy 
Where in dark windings filthy reptiles breed, 
Andfind ^eet food dieir lurkii^yonng to feed ^ 2^70 
To bees ungenial, fcarcely will fupply 
Their cafia-flow'rs, and dewy rofemary* 
In diat bleft ground, wMchfirom its opening chinks. 
At will a fteaming mill emits, or drinks ; 
Which blooms with native grafs for ever fair, 275 

Nor blunts with eating ruft the fliding (hare. 



171. Roremmu mitdftrat,] Ros does not in this place fig- 
nify dew, a» Dryden tranfiates it, but rofemary. Virp^il fajt 
that the dry hungry foil (now under confideration) is of fe 
barren a nature, that not even thofe common plants, cafia and 
rofemary, will grow in it. Dr. Mainyn has proved the cafia 
here mentioned not to be die celebrated aromatic cafia, but a 
very vulgar herb. Perhaps the epithet ^iMnir/, in this places 
ought to .b« conftrued man or w/s^ificantf rather than low rf 
growttw . 
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Round thy tall dms the joyous vines Khali weave ; 
And floods of lufcious oil thy olives give ; 
This, with duexulture, thou ihalt Airely find 
Obedient to thy plough, and to thy cattle kind. 280 
Such fertile lands rich Capua^s peaiants till. 
And fuch the (oil beneath Vefevus' hiil ; 
And that, where o'er Aceme's pcoftrate to^f^i^ 
Clanius his iwdling tide too fiercdypours.^ -. ^ 

Rules to know different foils I next dilpenfe ; 285^ 
How to diilinguiih from the rare the denie. 
This beft for vines, that golden grain approves, 
Ceies, the denie ; the rare Lyaeus loves. 
Firft chtt(e;a ^t that's for the pnrpoie fit. 
Then dig thefidkl earth ; arid fink a pit ; 290 

Next, toit»bedth' cjeiAed Ibil xeftpre. 
And prefs with trampling feet the furfaoe o^tf ; 
If the mold fail, 'tis light ; that ibil inctines ^ 
To fatten herds, and fwell thy clufler'd vine». 
But o'er the pit repleniih'd, if die ground . zyg 

Still rife, and in luperfluoua heaps abouj^d» 
O'er the thick^ebe let ftiudy bullocks unk 
Cleave the oompaAed clods and floggiih foU.. 

s88. Denpf,'] Denfa fignifies fuch a foil, as will not eafily 
admit the nuo, it eaiily crackM and apt to gape, and fo 
let in the fun to the root of the vines, and in a man> 
ner to ftranple the young plants. This therefore muft be a 
hard or ftifrfoil ; rara^ lets the (bowers quite through, and is 
apt to be dryM up with the fun. Therefore this muft be a 
loofe foil. See Dr. Martyn> who grounds thir interpretation 
on Julius Graecinus, as he is quoted by Columella. 

289. Cbitfe.'] It is extremely difficult to make this experi- 
ment, which is told with great dimity in tbeX«aUn| read 
gracefully and agreeably in a traaflation. 



f 
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The fetid duit^'s iitxttf or vMi: fidpimtttt'liy. 

Too wild for oilnire^ for the ploogK txm rudd, .30a 

Where apples bbaft ao diors titeir purple htiesy 

And droopiilg BacehUs- yields degenerate j^m. 

May thus be know» : 6f Pf^ a ftliket tWin^ 

Like that from wbetiG^'is ilii&itlM^th« teottn^wine; 

This widl dM^M anft^i&yM #fttei>fit 505 

Then fqueeztf tiieflKil^ itlhAV^ufi^* thetwi^t£ftil 

The big riMAdidi^'in mttfif a tneklinp vUl ; 

Soon fhall it» luKore fjkMt it» tkfte appear. 

And the wi^iti0itdiidit IMnibr jQ^dadkre. 

We learn from bexiter xfut^tatd vilcid land' 1 516 

It fticks like pktch^ fmemflfbliMJUto die lo&d'; 

Tlfe moifter mdl4 A isattkitaniriiliiet feMk;v 

Of lengthened gn^^ aft4 tfiU prbmifdnatts^fibadf ; 

O may b^ ittilifli n<^ (l^dit-ftftfle plain. 

That ihootii too tFOiigly Ibrth its eaily grnn 1 315 

The iighraiid' hefll^ iip ^ liiJance try> 

Tlfe black and4}iiiEcr odktirtffltiSoe thr eye ; i 

Not fo the coM s^ fo I liwredariiiyyl^idr, 

Or yews on pltell^e^ l^-^tiitif ghMnhy heads'.. . 

Thefe rales obftiVM^ tnp^ the^^kds tcr dryv 3 zcf 
Bak'd and conco£ted by the northern iky. 
Tiead) deep, and tifrn the foil, before ye place 

The tender Wiies, a( jdy-ftiflfittfing* tace-; 

/ ■ •' . • • •• I -. 

309. Bitter:'] AmarPf h la the ftyle- of l^ncretlos, and 
the true reading ; tho' maory r^ad ^M^rtf, making it agree 
vrith/enjii. SiRVius^ 

3x1. It flicks,'] Ad digUos lentefcit habendo, cannot Ihurtlell 
ideltcate cai* ibinmch at mtifbthe tranflatkrti ef that exprcfllon 
from the fingle circumftanc^* of a YUlgac-idca b^iffg^lc co»t 
cealed in any dead language. 
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Fat molds grow meliow by the Mver^s ftaxi^^ 

By fanning, winds vbA ito&iy Mid tObhng t^s. 325 

But hinds of greater dili^scnee imd oure^ 
Two foils, f^ gtiiki^ &mx\iet ptepsutef * 
Left the fond ofFspridj^ its ciMtAg^^ itioth«rmourii^ 
And genial lap whence fvddenly 'tis t&fn : 
Thus plants from infancy to ilreagth arrive> 330 

And in a kindred foil, tranfplanted thrive. ^ 

'Befidcs their former fite they nicely mark. 
With fharpen'd knife up^n iAie yielding bark ; 
And place them as before they fk>od inclin'dy 
To the hot fouth, or bluHerijig northern wind : 335 
Such is the flrength of cvftosiy iiiich. appears 
The force of habits gain'd ii^ tender years. 

Confider, fwain, if bell thevii^^wUIgroiy • ., -^ 
Oa the hi^h hill, or iin tlfcc valleV low. ^ 

If on rich plains ejrtends thy level ground, 340 ] 

Thick iet thy plants, and Baceh^ will abouad | 
If OH a gentle hill Or Hoping blank, .[ 

In meafur'd fquares- exad your vineyards* ranjt ; 
Each »arrow jpath and equal opefting. pliec, . ' \ 

To front, and anfwer to the croiSng fpace. " . 345, : 

• . -. . ' 

3»7.1* CaluinelWfays the trenches fhould be dug a year be- 
forehand. Mr. Holdfworth ufed to fay, that Coluraella'^-^ 
treatife on hulbandry was by much the beft comment on- Vir-% 
gil's Geor^ics, that be knew of*. Spence. J 

327. lZ}(fJbili'] Having explained the feveral forts of foil, 
fays Martyn, he proceeds to give fome inftru6tions concern-^ . 
ing the planting of vines j and fpeaks of the trenches to be • 
made to receive the plants out of the nurfery j of taking care 
that the nurfery and the vineyards ih«uTd have a like foil, and , 
that/the plants fhould be fet with the fame^ afpcfl which they [ 
had in the nurfery. 



• *. . . • 
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As in juft ranks, and many an ordered band. 

On fome vafl plain the Roman legions ftand. 

Before the fhouting fquadrons battle join, 

And earth refleds the dazzling armour's (hine. 

Mars ftemly ftalks each equal front betwixt* 350 

Nor yet the fate of either hoft is fixt : 

346. Aj in juft ranks,"] Virgil, fays Dr. Martyn, does not 
mean the form of a ^gincunx in this defcriptioiiy but that 
you (houid plant your vines in a fquare in the following order ; 



As Virgil compares the diTpofition of the trees in a vineyard, 
to an army drawn .up in bottle array, ^s evident that hemuft' 
meaff this figure^ The koroans ufually allowed three foot^ 
fi{uare for every common foldier to manage his arms, that is, 
^x foot between each, which is a proper diibnce for the 
vines in Italy, according to Columella, who fays the rows 
ihould not be wider than ten feet, nor nearer than four. 

^ 349* Andtartb refk&s^l Aere rtnidenti teliui, £iys the ort* 
ginal. This expreflion is borrowM from Lucretius^, aerg 
rgnidefcit tiUus^ Both thefe poets feem to have had Euripides 
in their eye { 



lueTtfX^AxoF «TtfF 



Tlf //OF iT^ir\%i, Phaenifs. ver, 1 10. 

The Alining beauties of the clufters of the vines' (fays 
Dr. Martyn) is finely repretented by (the (plendor of 
the brazen arms. I beg for once to diflent from this learn- 
ed gentleman, and to obferve, that this pait of the comparifon 
feenfs too minute, and too much like an Italian conceit, for 
Virgil to have thoueht of. 

350. Man ^emfyJ] This is the only fimile in all this 
Georgic; the rea(bn of which feems to be, that metaphors and 
fliort defcriptions, which are fo frequent in every part of this 
Georgic, are of the fame nature and ufe in poetry, as (imlles. 

Benson. 
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Ev'n tkttSy your vines diipos'd at diftance dae^ 

Not only ftrike with joy the gazer's view. 

But earth more equal nutriment fupplies^ 

The plants find (pace to spread, and vigorous rife. 355 

Perhaps the depth of trenches you'll demand ; 
The vine I dare to plant in (hallow land ; 
But foreft- trees that rear their branches higher, 
A deeper mold, and wider room reqiSdre : 
Chief the tall Aefculus, that tow'rs above 360 

Each humbler tree, the monarch of the grove ; 
High as his head ihoots lofty to the ikies. 
So deep his root in hell's foundation lies ; 
While ftorms and wintry blafts and driving rain- 
Beat fiercely on his (lately top in vain ; 365 
Unhurt, unmov'd, he ftands in hoary ftate. 
For many an age beyond frail mortals' date. 
This way and that, his vaft arms widely ipread. 
He in the midft fupports the thick-furrounding fluule* 
Nor let thy vineyards to the weft decline ; 370 
Not hades plant amid the joyous vine ; 
No icions pluck a>top, but iiear the roots ; « 
Nor wound with blunted fteel the red'ning ihoots ; ^ 
Nor let wild olives (noxious plants !) be found 
Nigh to thofe ipots where lufcious grapes abound. 375 



370. To the noejh decline,'] Tis worth obfcrving that the 
poet has brought together here, more precepts than m any part 
of all the Georgics \ bat it is likewife remarkable, that he 
has placed them very artfully betwixt that fine paflkge juft 
mentioned* and another equally beautiful. Benson. 



r 
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For oft from Jiaedlefrfhei^rds falls a(^Hurlf/ . 

Which lurking ^ft beaea^ t^ jaild«d«i» bail:^ 

Seizes the folid tr^ i wilhd^ajdfUl roar 

Tk9 flariMs ^<>' cs^tbm^ l^ftves and brliilelfes firar^ 

Swift thro', the crabkUag wood tHmbphant fly» 580 

And hurl the pitchy eloudl iiito ih» dark^'d Ikj. 

But moft they ravage^ if thie ifdariiigiwiiid 

With doubled rage iboi|}d nfe^ \4iith ire combined ; • 

No vines, heriealiet^ {Qn*4§ or prutt'd, will thnve ; 

The bitter Jeav'diiK^ld QiWe» felo furWye. . ^8$ 

Let none perfume |o plaiit^ }n 'wintei^ hoari 

When rigid BoreoS' ^kit blisfter ^ f#ore ; 

Winter the f&t6&, of earth ifi> doiely bkid^ 

1^0 l^aiTage the top tbn/ckl- #re. finds ; 

Plant beft Uie vines in U«flfi|i(gr%ti«i'9fl^blocuRi 590 

When the wfute bi|<Hi ithe dreld o^ &ak«s iar cotne : 

Or in coolaimiiiinv whea ^ Ainitter's p^, 

Ert^ PiiOebttft' fteadft to thie'cold uopk Hafd. 

^la fpring^ in l^i^isftiitigl^^fi^^ (die'woods^vefiilRe 
Their leafy honouBs^ fi^^tkdr ff^rw^ biopsy gs \ 595 . 
Earth fwells with. npiAtiv^ ail htfr tesnuog Itodn 
AndgaiiidiraaMiKiAf.ftc4dttnMiBd8 ;• ., j 

3.76. FaUs a fparkJl Thb fine defcriptionof a fire raging 
among the vines and \\\t\v iuppo'rters, judicioaily relieves the 
drynefs of the Didaftic lines preceding. 

394. Infpring,'\ There are few paflfag^s in the Georgics 
more charming than this defcription of -fpring. He drives 
hard to excell Lucretius, but X am afraid it cannot be faid that . 
he has done it. The cQnjugis in^remhimU evidently t^kenfrom 

In grem\um matris terra't praecipitdnit. 

And the following lines of the fame-itriter/ to ^tthoom Vh^gr!** 

^ i« 
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Almighty Jove defccnds, more full of life. 
On the warm boibm of his kindling wife ; 
The birds with mufic fill the pathlefs groves, * 400 
Stung by defire the heafts renew their laves ; . • 
7b^ buried.graui appears^ the fields unbind 
Their pr^iiiaot bofoms to the weftem wij^d ; 
The fpcingiug grafs to truft this feafon dares ; 
No tender vine the gathering teihpeil fears, 405 

Ey the bla(;k north or roaring Aa^r rollM, > 
ptiC fpreads her leaves, and bids her gems unfold. 
Svch'Were the days, the feaibn was! the fame. 
When firil arofe this world's all<beauteous frame ; 
The fky was cloudlefs/ balmy was the air, 410 

And fpring's mild influence made young nature &ir : 
When cattle £rft o'er new-born mountains fpread, 
And ;man, an iron race, upnear'd his h^dy head : 
When beafts thro' pathlefe brakes began to prowl. 
And glittering ftars thro^ heav'n*s.blue concave rolL4ir 

is indeed infinitely obliged, are very fine ; he is likewlie fpcak* 
ing of the genial influence of the fpring : 

Hittc laetas urbespuerisflorere ^videmus^ 
Frondiferafque no^is a'vihus canere undique Jyl^vas, ' 
Hincfejfae pecudes ptngues per pabida laeta ' 
Corpora deponunt, & candens laBeus humor 
Ube ibus manat dijientis ; i)inc no^'a proles 
Artibus infirmis tetter as lafci<vaper herbas 
Ludit laSle merOy mentes percujfa no*ueUas. 

404..] The aicribing boldnefs and fear to trcL«9 is highly 
poetical. 

415. Stars, "i This feemis to be oddly put together at fkSt 
fight. The foreils were ftock'd with beans, and (be heavens 
with c^nlieUati^nSt It was Qot; fg iq thofe tim^s, when the 

conftellations 



iqo THE GEORGICS Booka. 

Nor could this infiuit world foftain th* extremes 
Of piercing winter, and hot Sirius' beams. 
Did not kind heaven, the £erce excc6 between. 
Bid gentler fpring's foft feafcn intervene. 

Now, when you bend the layers to the ground 420 
Caft fattening dung and copious meld around ; 
Or near ^he roots rough ihells and pebbles hide. 
Thro' which the foftering rains may gently glide ; 
Thro' which may fubde vapours penetrate. 
And to large growth the tendrils inftigate. 425 

There are, with weights of Hone who pre& the.roots* 
Beft iafeguard to the plants, and future fruits. 
Both in immoderate ihowers, or fummer's heat. 
When Sirius' beams on the parcht vineyard beat. 
About the roots oft turn the neighb'ring foil, 430 

And urge the drag and hough with frequent toil ; 
Or introduce thy plough's nnwieldy load. 
And 'twixt thy vines the ftruggUng bullocks goad. 
Then the fmooth cane, the forky aih prepare, 
Auxiliar pole, and ftrong fupporting fpear ; . 435 

coiiftellations were generally conHdered as real animals, and 
many of tliem as men, but mod of them as beafts. The pro- 
logue to Plautps his Rudens is fpoken by Ar6)ui'U8, as one of 
the Dramatis Per/onae. Spence. 

4.12. Pebbles hide,] Mr. Evelyn mentions the placing 
potiheards, pebbles, or flints near the root of the ftem ; 
but then he adds, remember you remove them after a com- 
petent time, elfe the vermin, fnails and Mt£ks which they 
produce and fhelter, will gnaw and greatly injure theii* bark ; 
and therefore to lay a coat of moift rotten litter with a little 
carthupon it, will prelerve it moift in fummer, and warm in 
winter, enriching the ihowers and dews that ftrain thro* it. 

Evelyn of Foreft Trcei* 



jnSrr Lucietiu*. 

Drtfittidl magmm immi^s nrtam. 
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Hence is the goation Bacchus* altar laid. 
Hence on the lofty ftage are fables play'd ; 460 

Th' Athenians firft to rival wits decreed, ' ^ 

In ftreets and villages the poet's meed ; 
The feaft with mirth and foaming goblets kept. 
And on the goat-lkin bladders rudely leapt. 
Nor lefs th' Aufonian fwains derived from Troy, 465 
Sport in rough numbers and unwieldly joy ; 
Their hollow vizards fcoop from barks of trees. 
And ftain their ghaftly n^iafks with purple lees ; 
Bacchus, on thee they call, in hymns divine. 
And hang thy ftatucs on the lofty pine : 470 

, Hence plenty every laughing vineyard fills. 
Thro* the deep vallies and the floping hills ; 

460. Hence on the lofty flage,"] The ancient theatre was 
a femicirculanbuUding, appropriated to the a^ing of plays, 

the name being derived from htA^fJLttt to behold. It was 
divided into the following parts, i. Tht porticus^ fca^ae^ 
fedilia ; the rows of fedilia^ or feats, were called cunei^ be- 
caufethey were formed like* v^edges, growing narrower, as 
they came nearer the center of the theatre , and thefe w^re 
all difpofed about the circumference of the theatre* ,2. The 
orcheftra, fo called from a^yjeiS^At to dance : it was the 
inner part, or center of the theatre, and the loweft of all, 
and hollow, whence the whole open fpace of the theatre 
was called ca*vea. Here fat the fenators, and here were the 
daj^ceis and nriufic. 3. The /ro/f^a/ajw, which was a place 
drawn from one horn of the theatre to the other, between the 
orcheftra and the fcene, being higher than the orcheflra, and 
lower than the Icene t here the comic and tragic a£lors fpoke 
and a6ted upon an elevated place, which was called the putpi- 
tumy or ftage. 4. The fcene was the oppofite part to the au- 
dience, decorated vvith pi^ures and columns, and originally 
with trees, to fhade the a^lors^ when they performed in thie 
open air. .5. Profcemum, or part behind the fcenes. 

I RUAEVS* 
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Where-e*er the god inclines his lovely face. 
More luicious fruits the rich plantations grace. 
Then let us Bacchus' praifes duly Ang» 475 

And confecrated cakes, and chargers bring, 
Dragg'd by their horns let vidim-goats expire. 
And roaft on hazel ipits before the facred lire. 

Another toil in drefling vines renudns 
Unconquerable ^11 by ceaieleis pains j 489 

Thrice and four times the foil, each rolling year. 
The ponderous ploughs, and heavy drags mufl bear ; 
Leaves mull be thinn'd : ftill following in a ring 
The months frefh labours to the peafants bring. 
Ev'n when the tree its lail pale leaves hath Ihed, 485 
And Boreas ftript the honours of its head. 
To the next year the careful farmers look, 
And form the plant with Saturn's bending hook* 
I^ig thou the firfl, and ihoots fuper fluous bum. 
And homeward firft the vineyard's ftakes return ; 490 

N. 

473. The god.] Virgil fpeaks of fomc little heads of 
Bacchus, which the countrymen of old hung upon trees, that 
the face might turn every way ; out of a notion that the re- 
gards of this god gave felicity to their vineyards : and Ovid 
mentions Baccbus^s turning his face towards him, as ableiling. 
The former, in a pafrage, which is not very eafy to be under, 
ftood of itfelf $ and rar the full underftanding of which, I 
was obliged to a gem in the great Dukc^s coIle£lion at Flo- 
rence. Virgil on this occaiion fays, that there is plenty where • 
ever this god turns his beautiful face. Mr. X>ryden in his 
tranfbtion of the words, feems to have borrowed his idea 
of Bacchvs from the vulgar reprefentations of him on our 
fign-pofls, and ib calls it, lin ,downrigbt Engii/b] Bacchus* s 
honefiface. Polymetis, page 1 30. 

Vol. I. K 
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But, unbetrayM by tbo impatient hafte. 

To reap thy luicioas vintage be the !aft .: 

Twice noxious we^eds, twice ihade, o*er-nm die land, 

Whofe rank incneaie requites t§ic prnner's hand. 

To larger ftoeyards pnufe Or wonder yield, 495 

But cultivate a fihall and. manageable fidxl. 

Kor fail to cut the -broom and v^ery reed. 

And the wild willow of the graffy mead. 

The vines now tyM with many a ftrengthcning hand. 

No more thectiltn^ of (he knife demand. 500 

Glad for his labour paft 'and long employ. 

At the laft rank the drdferfings for joy ! 

Yet ftill muft he fubdue, ftill turn the mold. 

And his ripe grapes Iftill fear Jbre's piercing cold. 

But happier €4ives«& nor pains nor care, 505 

When rooted once, they monnt into the air. 
Nor harrow's tseeth, nor-orthed Icnives demand, 
Bistfelf-fuftaiti'dy akme, vsid vigorous, ftatid« 



502. At the laft rank,"] Mr. Benfon complains, that he 
could not find that the wovd antes in 4he ' eriginal, was uied 
by a^y otlier Roman writer, and (ays, ihat he did not know 
what to make of it. It undoubted] y dignities rufdis ta files ^ 
and is a metaphor tak«n from the «nny. For Cato de Rf 
Militariy fays, pedUet quatucr lagminilms, equiteridu»bus anti'* 
bus duces. 

505; But bafpier oli'ves.l We are noweome to a new icese. 
Hitherto Virgil has expatiated on the vine } but now be en- 
ters on a very different rubjefV. He hasihewn what endlefs 
labour the vine requires, and the uncertainty of the product at- 
laiV. Now, fays he, quite contrary to the vine, ^e olive re- 
quires no labour at aH, after it is once well fettled in the 
ground. All you need do, is to plough the Ibil about them, 
aad you may be fure of a crop of olives. 

After 
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If crooked- teedi jnd make her farfkce loofe, 

Tkc earth alone th^ plaitts fappHea with j dice ; 510 

But if more deep thy ploughs unlock the foil. 

From the large berries burft rich floods of oil : 

Then ne^B^ to raife the fruitful olive ceafe. 

The plant of Pallas, and the pledge of peace. 

Thus when th' engrafted apples feel their ftrength, 5 1^5 

Their trunks they ftfetch, and doubJkd is their length; 

While fwift they dart Into the lofty 'Mes, * 

Self-nourifh'd ftan'd, nor aSc from man fupplies. 

Nor lefs wild.fruits in pathlefs forefts grow ; 

And haunts ofbirds with Blufhing berries glow ; 5 20 

The cytifus of foodfuTleanres is fhorn. 

And prudence finds an ufe in cv^ry thorn. 

Tiie pitchy pines afford us heat and light. 

To cheat the tedious glooni of wintry night. 

And can the Iwain Hill douht, and ftill fbrbear> 52$ 

To plant, to dig, and cultivate, with care ? 

Why fing I trees alone, that lofder rife ? 

The lowly broom to cattle, browze fupplies ; 



After oHves, he goes on to fruit trees | and a]l the trouble 
that belongs to them is nothing but ingrafting. Then he 
pvoceedstDtbe wiid iM*eft fcuitf , 'which raqolreno imnner of 
labour; zfteiwardsto the cytiAUt willows, furze, box, and 
okb«r plants ; and lafUy, hf declares tbe.uiefulnc& «f old de* 

Thus he makes this work of oniverfal concern. AU lands 
will not bear vines, or corn, or olives ; but every land will 
bear ibmethiog or«ther,.and by pointing out the produce of 
the fcveial kinds of foilj he applies himfelf to all forts of coun- 
try pcc^k* BfiN«Oti« 

K 2 
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Willows to panting ihepheids (hade diTpenie, 

To bees their honey, and to com defence. J30 

What joy to fee Cytoras wave with box. 

And pines nod awefol on Narycium's rocks ! 

Pields, that ne'er felt orxake or cleaving fharc^ 

Wild above art, difdaining human care 1 

£v'n the rough woods on Caucafus fo bleak, 5 3 j; 

Which ever-roarifig whirlwinds bend and break. 

For (hipping pines aiFord« thrice ufeful trees. 

For houfes, cedars and tall cypreiTes ; 

Hence peasants turn their fpokes ; hence orb their wheels* 

Hence find for fwift<-wing'd vcffcls, crooked keels ; 540 

Elms, foodful leaves; and twigs, the willows bear; 

Cornels and myrtles give the martial ^ear ; 

The yew obedient to the bender's will, -j 

Forms the ftrong bows with which the Parthians kill, > 

And limes and polifh'd box confefs the carver's (kill : 3 

Down Po's fwift torrents the light alders glide, 5^5 

And bees in hollow oaks their honey hide. 

What gifts like thefe can Bacchus' fruits beftow ? 

To Bacchus crimes and quarrels, mortals owe ; 



54T. Elmj, fiocffklieaves.] Thcufe of Ac very leaves <ff 
this tree, efpecially of the female, is not to be defpifed ;' for 
being fuffered to dry in the fun imonthe branches, and the 
i'pray ftrippcd off about the decrealc in Auguft (as alfo where 
the ftickers and ftolones are fupernuiwertry, and hinder the 
thriving of their nurfes) they will prove a great relief to cattle 
in winter, and fcorching fummers ; when hay and fodder is 
dear they will eat them before oats, and thrive exceedingly 
^weUwiththeno. Ev^tviy, 
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He, the fierce Centaurs, Rhoetus, Pholus flew, 550 
And Hylcus who enrag'd, a mafly goblet threw. 

Thrice happy fwains ! whom genuine pleafures blefs. 
If they but kiiew and felt their happinefs I 
From wars and difcord far, and public Itrlfe, 
Earth with falubrious fruits fupports their life : 555 
Tho* high-arch'd domes, tho' marble halls they want^ 
And columns cas'd in gold and elephant. 
In aweful ranks where brazen Hatues Hand, 
The polifh'd works of Grecia's ikilful hand ; 



550- *rbe fierce Centaurs .1 This happened at the nuptial* 
of Pirithous, king of the Lapithae, where a Centaur aided by 
his bre^rei^ attempted to ravifli his bride Hippodainsiar 

552. Thrice bappy fwains. "^ The following delcription of 
the pleafures of a country life is celebrated almoft to a pro- 
Verb 9 it affords the highed ideas of Virgpl's uncornipt mind, 
as well as of his poetry. He has afTembled here all the mo^ 
ftriking and beautiful obje6ls of nature. No contrafl Was ever 
v^oiked up more ffarongly, than this between the city and 
country life. 

553. Fslt tbeir bappinefs.l Sua fi bona norintj is a tender 
xeprbadh to the Romans for their infenfibiiity of being deli- 
vered, a difcordibus armis^ and reilored to the quiet enjoyment 
of their poHeilions • B £ ^ s o N . 

556. Tbo* bigb-arch^d domes."] Virgil hath fo evidently taken 
the very, turn and manner of exprefiion in thefe lines from 
a paffage in his mafter Lucretius, that I cannot forbear inlert* 
sng it ; and ihall leave the reader to judge which of the two 
is moft beautiful. 

Si non asirea funt jttvefutmfimulacra fer aedesy 

Lampadas igniferas manibus retinentta d^xtris, 

Lumina ns^urnis epulis ut fuppeditentur \ 

Nee domus argentofulget, auroque renidet : 

Attamen inter fe frofirati in gr amine molli 

Propter aquae nvtim, fnb ramis arboris altae^ 

Non magnis opibus jucunde carpqra cur ant, B, i* 24. 

^ 3 
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Nor dazzling palace view, whofe portals proud 560 

Each morning vomit out the cringing crowd. ; 

Nor wear the tiflli'd garment's camb'rous £ride» 

Nor feek Toft wool in Syrian purple d)r*d. 

Nor with fantaftic llixury defile 

The native- fweetnefs of the lujuid oil j ^6^ 

Yet calm. content^.fecureL from guilty cares. 

Vet home-felt pleafure, peace^ and rt&, are theirs^ 

Leifure and eafe, in graves, and cooling vales. 

Grottoes, sxkd bubbling brooks,, and darkfom dales ; 

The lowing oxen, and the bleating fheep, 570 

And under branching trees delicious fleep ! 

There. fbreft5,lawn6> and haunts of beafts abound. 

There yoatk is teaiptfrate,. and' lahonous found ; 

There altars and die ri^^eous gods are fear'd^ 

And^ed ilrea by duteous fons. zever'd* 575 

There JuMce, lingered ere ihe fled* mankind. 

And, left, fbme traces of her reign, behind. ! 

Take me, ye mufes, your devoted prieft, 

Whofe charms with holy raptw^a fire my breaft ! 

Teach me theways of hesu^n, the ftars to kndw, 589 

The radiant fun and. moon's eclipies fhew. 

Whence t»mble». eazth, what foiree old ocean fwelk 

To burft his bounds, and backward what repelh ; 

Why wintry funs roll down with rapid fUght* 

And whence delay letardt tke-lngering sight* 5 85 

588. Me fiu^ the lofwh *ixakt,\ Cowley obrerves upon this 
jpanage, that the firft wilh of Virgil was to be a good philo- 
fopUejTi thciecondt agoad huibandman ^ andGocH whom he 

fcemed 
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But if my blood!$ cold ftiiemnsytluit fot^Xy flow^ 

Forbid my ibul great lutitfc's werkf to Juu>w» 

Me may the lawly va)Q«» and iiiMMdl«iitl$;pfej|ft» 

And vsuxxiing rivcrfi, and inglcmms t»fc t 

O diat I waader'd by Sperchios' fiqod ! $96 

Or oa Taygetoft' faqrod top I. ftood ! 

Who» in cold Eb«nY«s' vdes my Vuabt will lay. 

And in the darkfsft thicM^ hid^from day ! 

Happy the man, y^hpTe vigQroiia foal can pierce 

Thso' the formation of tla^UQimecfc! ^ 595 

feemed to ilnderftand better than moil of the learned hea- 
thens, deah-witb him juft: as he did with Solomon ; becaufe 
he prayed for wifdoin in the fiid pla(£, he added all thinga 
eife which were fubordinately to be defired. He made him 
one of the beft philolbphArs, and the beft hulbandman ; and 
to adorn and coiniQunicatp. hQC)1^th^•fllC!l}lties» the hd^ poet : 
he made himbefides.al] thisAnch n^anj and a man who dc* 
(ired to beQo FM^en 

590. O that. I 4Ma^^V«} Q tiki camptf. (He. Ja cannot 
poflibly be the poet's enc^qiry wherq^ tficfe places arQ iUuated*. 
tho" moft of the tranflators take it (b ; but it is an ardent 
wiih to be placed in fuch delightful retreats. Catrou, and 
ttit learned M. Huet, biihop of Avranches, read O ubi 
Tempe, inft:ad. of campi, vfhlch is moft cqnilftpnt. with the 
paflage. . - 

5^. fi^ffmes.] The^ery beft of the Rpman' poets CQpie4^ 
(^ much after the Greoks, diat they fprnetinves give us ideait, 
of things, that would bie proper enough for a Greek i but 
found quite improper from as Roman. Virgirs and Horace's 
indanciiig Thrace, as fo very cold a country, is a ftrQng proof 
o€ this. —Thrace was full north of Greece, and iloiiie of 
the Greeks therefore rafght,talk of the coldncf3.of thjit cqvntiy . 
SL9 ftrongly-, perhaps, as fome among ug tajl^ of the cqldnefa 
of Scotland. The Rom?in' writers (jpeafc jqijl iq tjip iamc; ftile 
oiF the coldnefs of Thrace, tho* a conudcrable part of Italy lajc 
in as northern a latitude, and fome of it oven fa^:ther nortU 
than Thrace. Spence. 

594. Happy the man,} Thefe noble lines are undoubtedly % 

coipliUiment 

K4 ^ 
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Who nobly dares defpife, with Ami Tedate, 

The din of Acheron, and vulgar fears, and fate. 

And happy too, tho' hunibler, is the man, 

Who loves the rural gods, the Nymphs, and Pan : 

Nor power, nor purple pomp his thoughts engage, 600 

Nor courts and kings, nor faithlefs brother's rage, 

Noi* falls of nations, nor affairs of Rome, 

Nor Dacians leagu'd in arms, near rapid liter's foam ; 

He weeps no wretch's pitiable ftate, 

N or looks with piiiing envy on the great : 605 

The loaded trees, the willing fields afford 

Unpurchas'd banquets for his temperate board ; 

The noify people's rage he never faw. 

Nor frauds and cruelties of iron law. 

Some brave the tempefts of the roaring main, 61^ 

Or rn(h to dangers, toils, and blood for gain ; 

Some ravage lands, or crowded cities bum. 

Nor heed how many helpleis widows, mourn. 



compliment to Lucretius, to whofe poem Virgil is much in- 
debted, and whofe fviicm muft lead him to defpiie the fears 
of death and hell : now ftrongly and poetically is the latter 
paiticular expreffed by the roaring (din or noife) of the 
infernal river Acheron. / 

604. He tveeps no luretcb^j.'] The meaning of nee dolmt 
miferans inopem is not, tliat he looks on diltiefs and mi&ry 
vrith a ftoical apathy and indifference, but that there is no 
body in the country (fo happy are they) to be pitied. Benson 
and Tr AFP. But I fear this interpretation is groundleft. 

605. ^e noijy people^s rage,] The tdbularium in the original 
was the place where the publick records were kept at Rome* 
It was in the temple of Liberty. Catrov* 



^ 
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To fatiate mad ambition's wild defire, 

To quafF in gems, or deep on filks of Tyre : 615 

This, to follicit Amies of kings reforts. 

Deep pradlis'd in the dark cabals of courts ; 

This, low in earth conceals his ill-got flore^ 

Hov'ring and brooding on his ufelefs or^ ; 

This, doats with fondnefs on the roftrum's fame, 620 

To gain the prize of eloquence, his aim : 

The people's and patrician's loud applanie. 

To crowded theatres, another draws ; 

Some fhed a brother's blood, and trembling run 

To difbuit lands, beneath another fun ; 625 

Condemn'din hopelef&exile far to roam 

From their fweet country, and their facred home. 

The happier peafant yearly ploughs the plains, 

His country (lence, his houfhold hence fuHains; 

His milky droves, his much-deferving &cers, 630 

Each feafon brings him, in the circling years. 

Or blufhing apples, or increafe of kine. 

Or burfts his bams with Ceres' gifts divine : 

Freft are his Sicion olives in the mills. 

His fwine with fat'ning msdk the foreft fills, 635 

In winter wild : and yellow autumn crowns 

With various fruits his farms andfmiling grounds. 



615. To quaff in gems*] ipat Romans carried luxury fo hr, 
u to procure larse drinking cups made o^one entire gem. See 
inftancei of this kind in Pliny's natural hiiiory. Poculamr- 
rbina were common among them. Tyre was anciently cafied 



KS 
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While every rocky moaiitaiB's (vaay Me 

^ke melting grapes wLt-k Hvid ripeneTs ldd». 

He feels the father's and the hjifbaiMl's blifs» 64^ 

His infants diai^^ and ftraggle for a kifs ; 

His modefl hiMie ftriA chaitity Ktamtaim^, 

No breach of inairiage*Tow& his^ »a^|ials ftaiDs ; . 

Fat a-e the kiucy with milk o'erfiow his paib^ 

His kids in fportivc baUles fkisA the vales : ^45 

The jocund xx^er keeps the &)\emxk days. 

To thee, great Bacchus, due libauons p^s ; 

Around tfaerchearftil keartk unbends hie fcraJl, 

Aad crowns amid hat fiiends the flowing bowl i 

Diftributes prizesr to* the ibong^ncrv^d Cwuni, 6^0 

Who be& can dart or wreflle on the plains. 

The frugal Sabines thus their acres tillM^ . 

Thus Remas aaad his brothes lov'd die field : 

The Tufcans to thefe arts their greatiieis ewe, 

'Twas hence losjciBc Rome began to grow^, 65 5 

Rome, nobleil obje£l of the things below ; 



641. Hh infants,'] l^emUnt tiretim vfctiic^ Jumg atomt bir 
kfffiiSf is an image moA poeticaL and wcH exprefTed $ btit 
would not bear a literal tranfiation. The paflage in Lucre- 
tius, from wfiom this f» imitated, has «n image ftiU more 
tender and natuvaK— *He faysg— «m#^ tiulcis Qceuyruktofcula nati 
,/^r^m/>^r/',— which laft word, reprefenting the chifdren 
j-unning out to meet their father, and ftiiving which fliall have 
iht firji kifs is veiy beautiful. 

'651. The frugal Sidfhes.'] Toratfethe prftifes c^f t^ cdhH' 
try fife ftiR hrghcr, he tdl? 11s, that this wa* the life their gfc>- 
rious anceftors, arid thefirft foundetsof therr city were fb-fcmii 
of. Firum boftum 'cum laudahantf if a l/ntdetbani hMttm agri' 
colam bonum colonum. Amplijfime laudaei ex^fffg^gf^ qiti itm 
hnuiabatitr, fays lb? T(aei:abk,ol4Cat9. 



Hath, fingle^ 4^df^^ W^h to^F^a hfs i>B?«% hUfe. . 

Ere Cretan Jove a fcepter fway*d, before 

Man dar'd to fpill the ufeful bullock's gore, 660 

Sttch was the peaceful life old Saturn led) 

$tyj>, was the golden age, from guilt fecure and dr^ad ! 

Ere the loud trumpet founded dire alarms, 

Or impious fwords were forg'd, and clattering arms. 

654. Tufcam.l ^^ mentions Etrurla in compliment to 
Maecenas, who was defcended from the ancient kings of 
Tufcany. Tyrrbena regum progenies ^ &c. HOR. 

660. Ufe/ul bullock*! gore,"] Varro informs us, that in an- 
cient times it was deemed a capital crime. to kill an ox ; Hie 
Jbcius bommum in rufiico opere, et Cereris minifler. 4b boc, 
antiqui manus ita abjlineri voluerunt, ut capite fanxerity fi 
quis Qcciiijfet. I could, not foi;l^ear quoting tl^i;} paij*a^e for its 
great huiitaiiity. 

661 Old Saturn led*"] An author, whofe elegance and clear* 
nefs and chadity of flyle and thought approaches nearefl to that 
of Virgil, of any in the Auguftan age, and who defcr\'cs to be 
more univerfally i-ead than he is at prefent, thus defcribes the 
reign of Saturn: a fubje^l which all the poets of that time have 
touched on. 

^am bene Satumo *i;i'Vebantrege, priufquam 

Tellus in hngas eji patefaSa vias. 
Nondum caeruleas pinus contempferat undas, 

Effufum tventis praebueratquejinum. 
Nee *uagus ignotis repetens compendia terris 

PreJ'erat externa navita merce ratem. 
lUo non 'validusjubiitjuga tempore taurus, 

Non domitofranos ore mombrdit equus, 
Non domus uUa fores habuity nonfixus in agris, 

^i regeret certis finibus arva, lapis, 
Ipfa molla dabant quercus, ultroque fere bant 

Obviafeeuris ubera laetis o<ues, 
Non acies, non irafuit, non bella \ neque enfes 

Inwiitifa^us duxerat arte faber, 

TiBULL. Lib. I. El. 5. vcr. 35. 

664.. Impious fivortU*} Upon naming the fword, the poet 

ffcmi 
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Bat we have pafs'd a broad and bonndlefs plain* 66^ 
Tis time the (inoaking coarfers to onreiny 



fcem s to ftart, as if all the miferies of the civil war were 
hrought afrefli to his iight^ and inftantly concludes. 

Bensoit. 



The End of the Second Georgk:. 
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BOOK the Third. 



ARGUMENT. 

Tbe exor£umof this b09k is particularly pompous and 
elevated* The precepts of our poet concerning the 
breeding ofcattk^^the futje£i of this book^ are di- 
vided into four parts, I. Of the heft methods of 
~ breeding cows and borfes^ with rules to dijiinguijb 
the beft breeds of each* II. Of Jheep and goats. 
III. Of dogs. IV. Of things that afe pernio 
cious to cattle ; particularly ferpentSy viper s^ fcabsj 
the murrain^ fevers j and the plague 'y with a moving 
and fublime dejcription of which lofty this book con^- 
eludes* The defcriptions and £greJfions in the book 
are mere frequent than in any of the reft* Such isy 
fhe defcriptton of the chariot-race y of the infeif 

Jfilus ; of th Iwi tfthi hqfts i and ih^ Scytmn 
winter^ 
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B O a K the Third. 
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THY pr^ifes tQo^|?"e4t Palos, vill ve ling, 
With thee fam'd fhepherd of Amphryfus' fpring; 
Ye ^oQ| I^€«eii»' groviet^ aod-gvihiiig Ibrcflmfi, 
Fm- yaiB apr auicmt talts, tsA vutgar litemes-| 
Who knoiMrs itot all tke ^bngs -that oncccoii*df plcaik, 5 
Bttiiris* fhrlnes, Euryfthe lis' d;re decrees f 
Cap Plan's ifle^ or ({yU9, logger eharsft ^, 
Or ?elop^ isssimk fo* Wi itory a»ixb . 



- Vcr. j.Tbjipr^ifis, ^,^reat Palfs'Jl Tlysii the b6ok whicfc 
mff»r9 U9 me tke moft channbig of all i^ Gcorgics. Mr. 
Aiftdir«i^5 favQurlleistfaaAoartky wliteii iadttd is morefweet 
a»4 ^^S^"^ ^ (^ beswiiet oi^' tbif w*^ H^^o^ gi«9l more 
mstnly aod (ubliroe* He i^vokci* Pales as the gpdd/^ of 
fiiepkerdl, g^id Apollo who rQ4- the herds of king A4wetus 
cn-tfae bauks of the river Amphryftis . 

5. IFbo knonvsnotaUtbefmgs*'] Virgil here ftronglj ridicules 
the trite and fabulous fubjefls of the Grecian poets. *Tis in- 
geoioufly conje^ured by Fulviu^ UrimuS; that he alludes to 

3 particuiar 
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Whofe deeds vi£tociei» iatbe duA^ race 

Won him the fais Kippodme's. embi;ace ? i,q 

I too mufl find a path untrod before. 

And &r from graveling earthy to fame fublime'y foar. 

I fipft ef £UMnans to thi' Heiperlaft plsdn^ 
Wilt lead! th' Aoniaai nyniphs, if life remain : 
I fbrib will bid Idame»' pakfts> ari&». 15 

Exchaaige their foil, an d btoom in M antnan flciej. 
Thefe h^aids a fane of Parian &one ihall build^ ^ 
Where Mmcio's ftream^ bedews* the verdant M4& ; 
And ipreading wide his lirijg'ring waters^ feeds 
Around Ms- windijig ihorei itw tend^t reieds '^ ^ aor- 

■\ ■ 
pftrtkular authors whp had treated of the fabvdpu^ (loi'ies he. 
raeatlQQs. I'hus Hcuner ha<> reflated the fable of f^uvyflheuti 
in tJle eighteenth Xliad. AtheAaeua quotes the Bufiris of 
Mneftmachus^ in his mtath booJc. Theojcritu& and Apolloniiu 
fioely relate the (lory of Hyl^fr apd Ueccules biU gcief foe his. 
lofs, CallimaduMi is referred t9 ia Latotua, JmIos^ ^nd thjQ, 
ivi^ Olympic ode of Pindar i^ to be underiload by the oaeDtiQix 
of HippodAmia and Pela|>$, He breaks xiut at lailb into % 
nobk irHH^i^ of ailUraftcex that, he ihs^ rival the£e Gre^k. 
poets: 

Mr. Pope ufed to fay, that this triumph of VirgJF qver the' 
Greek poets, was bne of the Taineft ,tnings that ever wa» 
writ. — — But furely its fiiblimity makes amends for thi» im- 
puted vanity. 

19. ^reading fwicU bis lingyhi^ ^waters.'] Thh dfr- 
(cript?on of the Mincio \i as exaf! as poffiWe 5 ^ force of 
it lies chiefly in the epithets, tardis^ m^^»/-— — the widie liireacl- 
ing and alnftolk ftagvation of ^a nvwr, which Ibrms the lake 
ofManMa. , 

'. 17. TZitf^ ^;9r^,] Mr. Huvd jr> hits notet om Hocace-t' 
£j^loAtt^vib9^h«4||di(i?9«K^ cgtimuuAgljr on the 

<• - introduftvry 
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In th^mid dome ihall Caefar^s form divine 
Superior ftand the godhead of the ihrine. 

introduAory lines of this third book, that it was thought pra» 
per to infert the following extract from that judicioiK work. 

On^e idea of the Apotheolis, which was the ufual mode 
of flattery in the Auguftan age, but, as having the counte- 
nance of public authority, Smetimes inartificia)]y enough 
employed, Virgil hath proje^ed one of the aobleft allegories 
in ancient poetiy, and at the fame tune hath given to it all the 
force of juft compliment, the tfo'^^ff itielf allowed. Each 
of thefe excellencies was to be expe^ed from his talents. For 
as his ^nius led him to the fublime ; fo his exquifite judgment 
vrould inftru^l him to palliate this bold fiflion, and qualify 3S 
much as poSbLe» the fliocking adulation, impUed tn it. So 
fingular a beauty deferves to befhewn at large. 

The third Georgic fets out with an apology for the low 
and iimple ar^ment of that work, which yet the poet 
efteemed, for its novelty, preferable to the fublimer, but 
trite, themes of the Greek writers. Not but he intended, 
on fome future occaflon, to adorn a nobler fubjefl. Thi? 
was the great plan of the Aeneis, which he now fref^urer 
and unfolds at large. For, taking advantage of the noblcft 
privilejs^e of his art^ he breaks away, in a fit <A' proptetic 
cnthuuafm, to predi^ his fucceffes in this proje6Ved enterprize, 
and under the imagery of the ancient trhtmpk, which com- 
prehends or fuggefts to the imagination, whatever is moft 
auguft in human afBurs, to delineate the future glories of this 
anwitious defign. The whole conceptioBi as we (hall fee, is 
of the utmoft grandeur and magnificence $ tho-*, according ta 
the ufual management of the poet (which as not being appre- 
hended by his critics, hath fumifhed occafion even to the beft 
of them to charge him with a want of the fublime) he hath 
contrived to foften and familiarize its appearance to the rea- 
der I by the artful manner, in which it ia inti'oduced» It 
ibudsthus: 



Textottda iAm ejt^ tfia me quoauei _ 
ToUere bumot victorqub ^rum nmitareper ora. 

The idea of inBory^ thus cafually dropped, he makes the 
bfliis of his imagery \ whicb| by mcaiii of this gradual pre* 

^ paratton^ 
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For him, myfelf to grace the fblemn feaj!» 
Chief of the fports, in Tyrian purple dreft> 



pai-ation^ offers itfelf eafily to the apprehen(ion, though it 
thereby loies, as the poet deiigned it ihould, much of that 
broad glare^ in which writers of lefs -judgment love to fliew 
their ideas, as tending to fet the conamon reader at agaze.. 
The allegory then proceeds : 

Primus ego infatriam meeum (modo *vitajkperfit) 
Aomo rtiS&ens diducam 'vertice Mufas, 

The projefled conqueft was no lefs than that of all die Cru- 
cian Mujes at once j whom, to carr^' on the decorum of the 
allegory, he threatens, i. to force from their high and ad- 
Tanta?eous fituation on the fummit of the Aonian Mount \ and 
a. to brinp captrue with him into Italy ; tht former circum- 
ftance intimating to us the difficulty and danger of the enter t>. 
prize i and the latter, his complete execution of it. 

Tht pidmf triumphal entry, which wis ufual to vigors on 
their return from foreign fucoeues, follows : 

Primm Idumaeas referam tibi, Mantua, palmas. 

But ancient conquerors did not hold it fufficient toreap this 
tranfient fruit of their labours. They were ambitious toconfe- 
cffate their glory to immortality, by a temple^ or ether public 
monument, which was to be built out of the fpoils of the 
conquered cities or countries. This the reader fees is (liitable 
to the idea of the great work propofed ; which was, out of 
the old remains of Grecian art, to corapofe a neiv one that 
ihouJd comprize the virtues of all of them: as, infa^, the 
Aeneid is known to unite in itfeif whatever is moft excellent 
not in Homer only, but, univerlally, in the wits of Greece. 
The everlafting monument of the marbletem^Xt is then reared : 

Et tnridi in campo templum de M armor E ponam* 

And, becaufe ancient fuperftition ufually preferred, ^r theie 
purpofes, the banks of rivers to other iituations, therefore , 
the poet, in beautiful allufion to the fite of fome of the moil 
celebrated pagan teroplcs} builds bis on the MiNCius. We 

fee 
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Will lafh an hi>n<ked caf^ like chiefs of jrore, 2^ 

By four-yok'dhQr(efi.wMrrd:alo0g the faundijig^iltoiie* 



fee with what a fcrupulous propriety the allufion is carried 
on. 

Pr<tpUr aqwm^f.tardii ingfim ubifiexihm errai 
M«NCS.\(S> it Unirafr^iemt arumiineripas. 

Keift^ this- temple* was to be dedicated, as a monument of 
the vi61;or^s piety, as well as glory, to fome propkioos, tute- 
lary deilvv u ac^r. whofe^ a^f|)ice«. th* gE«i$. adxeotui e had . been 
atchieved. The dedicaiJm is \hfiXk, «iade u> the^ poet'a diwnitj, 
Auguftus : 

Zv x^^^o x»/<6; Caesar, erit, templumque tetubit. 

TsMM^uM T.ENSBiT. TlTe^expreHion is emphatical ; a«in» 
ttmating^ to ii9> and^ preEgurifl^ the fecret puipofe <^ the 
AmM»9». wiwicb was* ij> the pccibn <^' Aoneafty to ihadow fortlF 
and cflM^cnkte tho chavai^r of Auguftiiv. Hi» divinity war 
to fill and occupy that gBOftt work. And the ample circuit and; 
mgni^cenee of ili&eipie. plan, was. proje^Kd only^ as. a more 
aweful enclofure of tliatcaugi)ib pnkncoi which. was tO'furi&^i^' 
and folemnize the vaft round, of this poetic building. 

And now the wondcrftri addrefs of the poet's artifice .ap- 
peals. Tji^ Q^^^**^^^^? ^^ his,Qountryh»4-.^tf//i^theem». 
peix)r in ^pod earnell: and his brother p^ts madtt 00 rci]if4«> 
to 'WQxfliijp in hU t(;mpleS|t and to come- before:; him wkh.band* 
iuU of rf^ |nc^nfe»^ fmplcing fi-ppx the altacs. Qiit tho ib^ 
biitfty of Vii^iPs; adcjration was of another caftt Ha ^nm*. 
this, circumftanc^ only to £mb^. a* i^ootical^ f)^on ; which^ on. 
the fuppofuion of an a^^lual d^foca^i^ hath^ all.tM fcHree of 
compUoient, wliich the fai^ impUeSt. andr ytt* as pfelented. 
through the chafte- veil of aUegory». crudes th« moalb^outi 
offence, which the n^ksd reatal nuiftt-neeids bavQ given t» 
decency and comn^oi) fen£b, Hadthsi smp^urof 's /wyMzr dl-». 
vinity been flatly acknowledged, and adored^ the pratfe, 
even under Virgil's management, had been infufTerable ,foc 
its cactraMagaBce } aind'withootjbme rtippK>pt ^r his poetical 
tmmdn to.refl: upon, the figure had been mere forced and 
ftraioed, than the ruies of y^ wHttng a^low. As it is, the 
htfVoricai truth of ^.ap$tie9fifi authorises- and: fupports the 
fiOkn^ and the fi(Slion in its turn, fcrves to refine and palliate 
the hi/iory. The 
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All Greece ihall leave her feats of ancient fame. 
To try on Roman ground,, th* heroic game ; 

The Aeneis being, bv, the poet*« improvement of this 
circumdance, thus naturally pccdif^ed under the image of a 
temple t we may expe6l to find a clofe and ftudied analog be- 
twixt them. The great, component parts of the wr^, will n6 
doubt, be made, very ^hfti>ly, to rcprefeot and adumbrate 
thofe of the o^i^. TMt-halh b«eit executed with < great art 
and diligence. 

I. T^t temple, weobferved, wat* crafitd on- the banks of 
a river. This fite iKi>a» nor only proper for the wa^ al- 
ready mentioned, but alfp** for the further convenience o^ 
inflituting ^«^/iVi games ^ the ordinary attendants of. the eoit^ 
' fur^ion of tempUt. Thefe were generally, as in the caiie 
of the Oly^npic and othen» ccleb^ted ooi the banka of 
rijirera, 

JIU tviShr ego J et lyrio emJpgShis in ojhv, 
Centum qModrifngos agkak^ adflmmn» etufrm, 
Ckmifa mihi, Alpbetim Unpiens kifofip§^ MalorcJfif 
Cupfi^ et crwh detjermt Graeia caeflu. 

To fee the propriety of the Jigure in this place, the reader 
needs only, be reminded of the hook of games in the Aeneid,, 
which was purpolely introduced in honour of the emperor, 
and not, as is commoiily tliought, for^ a mere trial of (kill 
bejtween the poet and his maiter. The emperor was paf« 
fionately fond of thefe fports, and' was even the author, or 
reftorer o^ one of them. It is not to be doubted, that he al- 
ludes alio to the (winquennial games ^ aShially celebrated, in ho- 
nour of his tempIeS; through many parts of the empire* And 
this the post undertakes in the ci^il office of victor. 

X, What, follows is in the religious o&ce of PRIEST. For 
ii is to be noted, that, in affuming this double chai-afler, 
whifh the decoixim .of the folemnities, here recounted, 
prefcribe,d, the poet has an eye to the political defign of thq^ 
Aeneis, which was to do honour to Cacfar, in either car 
pacity of a ci'-uil and religious perfi>nage j both being eflential 
to the id^a of the perfc^fc legiilatQE,. he was to adorn and re- 
commend. 
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With manly arm the weighty gauntlet wield. 

Or lightly fidm with winged feet the £eld : 3<» 



commends The account of his facerdotid fuu3ions is- deli* 
vered io thefe words » 

Jpfe cafut tonfaefilus omatus oUvai 
bonaferam. jmn nuncfdemnes ducere f^nipas 
Ad delubra jwvaty caefofque f/idere juvencos ^ 
Felfcena ut 'verfis dtfcedatfroniilmst ui^e 
Purpurea inUxti toUant auiaea Britamti, 

The .fmagery in this place cannot be underHood, without re^ 
fle£ting on the cuftomary forni and difpofition of the paganr 
temples. Delubrum, or Delubra, for ei^r number is 
nled indifferently, denotes the flirine, or ian^ary, wherein 
the ibitueof the preiiding God was placed. This was in the 
center of the building. £xa£lly before the de/uBfam, and at 
no great diftance from it, was the aUtar. Further, the 
the (hrine, or delubrum, was incloled, and fliut up on ali 
ijdesby ^0rx of curious carved work, and d\i£^\t 'veUs, eoi- 
beiliih'd by die rich embroidery of flo-wer^s, animals ^ or 
tuman figures. This being obferved, the progrefs of the 
imagery before us will be this. The proceffion addelubra^ or. 
fiirine: the facriHce on ^t altars, ere6led before it: and, 
laftly, the painted, or rather wrought yr«i^ry of the purple 
O'fiii, inclonng the image, which were ornamented, ahdieemed 
to be fuftained or held up by the figures of inrwwen Britons, 
The meaning of all which, is, that the poet would proceed to 
the celebration of Caefar's praife in all the gradual, fblemn 
preparation of poetic pomp : that he would render the mod 
grateful offerings to his divinity in thofe occasional epifodes,, 
which he fhould confecrate to his more immediate honour \ 
and finally, that he would provide the richefl texture of his 
fancy, for a covering to that admired image of his vutues^ 
which was to make the fovereign pride and glory of his 
poem. The choice of the inivo'ven Britons, for the fupport of 
his 'veil, is well accounted for by thofe, who tell us^ that 
Auguftus was proYid to have a number of thefe to ferve about 
him in quality of (laves. 
The ornaments of the doors of this delubrum, on which 

Ihc 
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While I, my brows with olive-chaplet bound* 
The meed of each vidiorious toil propound. 



the rpilptqr ufed to laviih all the riches of his art, are next 
((idineated. 

Inforibus fugnamex aurofoUdoque elepbanto 
Qangaridum faciamy 'viSIorifque arma Sluirini j 
Atque bic undatitem bello, magnumqne fiuentem 
Niium, ac narvalifurgentes aere columnas, 
Addam urbes Afiae domtdSy pulfimque Mipb^tgHy 
fideTitemquefuga ParthMm*verftfquefagittis$ 
ft duo raptam^inu di<u€rfo ex bofie tropbofa, 
Sifgiu trjutmpbatasuitroque ^x Uttore gentes^ 

Here the covering of ^ figuce is to0 thin <to hideuhe IkerM 
meaning fix>m the commoneft reader, who fees, that the fe- 
Teral triumphs of Caefar, here recorded in fculpture, are thofe, 
which the poet hath taken To much pains to Jini/bf and hath 
occaiionally inferted, as it were, in mtniature, in ieveral places 
,of his poem. Let him only turn to the prophetic fpeech of 
Anchifes* (hade in the Vlth. and to the defcription of the (hield 
jn the VJIIth book. 

Hitherto we have contemplated the decorations of the /brine f 
i. e. iiich as bear a more direfi and immediate reference to the 
honour of jCaeiar.. We are now prefented with a view of the* 
remote furrounding ornaments .of the temple. Thefe are 
the illuftriqus Trojan chiefs^ whofe ftory was to furninsi the 
ipateri^ls, or^ npore properly, to form the body and cafe, 
as it were, of , this auguit /tru£lure. They are ^Ifo con- 
»e^ed with the idol dcmty of the place by toe clofeft ties of 
relationfliip, the Julian ianiily aifefling to derive its pedigree 
from this proud original. The poet then, in his arrange- 
ment of thefe additional figures, with admirable judgment, 
.<;ompletes and rounds the entire fi£lion. 

Stabunt & Parti lapidesyjpiranttajigna, 
Affaraci proles, demiffaeque ab Jon^egent^ 
Nomina : Trofque parens & Trofae JCyntbius auS^r* 

Nothing now remains but for fame to eternize the glories of 
^hat the great arx:hite6l tiad, at the expence of fo much art 
;lij)d. labour, completed ; which is prejdi6led^ in the hieheft 

fublime 
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Ev*n now I feem the'ftately pomp to lead, 
Now, now, beneath my fteel the vidims bleed : 

fublime of ancient poetry, under the idea of snvy, whom 
the poet perfonalizes, ihudcleriog at the view of fuch trj^n- 
fcendent pcrfeQion J and tailing, beforehand, the pains of a 
remcd ilefs venation, ftrongly piftured in the image of th^worft, 
infernal tortures. « 

Jnvidia itfeiixfurUi amntrngHt fovumm 
Cocyti metuety Urif^fi^ Ixionis imgiues^ 
hnmanemque roUan^mn txjvferahii£ faamm. 

Thus have Iprefnned, but wit?i -a trfigfons we, to in- 
fifA a!nd decWe the myieries of this ulcai fempk. T4ie at- 
l«mpt after all aught have been « ii i Mffo A» as;|in»phaine, if the 
^^^t Mjfiai^igjMl^xxiS^^ ^w hmt^ho^ ivt hna f» bad not 

given 

t In thefe lines, 

M$x tamen ar denies sccingar dicere ptigtuu 
Gge/kriSf ^ oomemfanUi twt ferrejfer'OimoSf 

WhithI ftifpe6lTiot to have been from th^ hand of VirgiL Ant!, 
I . On accoum of fome petltlrarities in the txprtffitm, 
Ai^cingar is of frequent ufe in the beft authois, to tfenote a 
feadinefi and refohition to do any thing 5 but as joined with an 
infiniti've mood, accinear dicere^ I do not remember to have 
everfeen it, 'Tis often ufedt^ Virgil, but, if the fevcral 
^aces be confulted, it will always be found with an acctr/atrve 
znd prepqfifion, expreffed orunderftood, as magicas acctngier 
Ortesy or with an «r«w/24^Wf and datpve, as accingerefepraedae^ 
or laftly with an aldati'vey c^qjrtffing the inftrtment, as acrrngor 
ferro* La Ccrda, in his notss upon the place, feemed i£n> 
fible of tlie obje^lion, and therefore wrote, Grduca Umtiio : the 
common, but paltry, Aiift «f Isarndd critics, when they deter- 
mine, atany rate,^to fupport an ancient reading. 

%, Ardentes pugnas, ourniffg haUles, founds well enough to 
a modern ear, but I much doiibt, if it would have palled in 
the times of Virgil. At lead, I recolleCl no fuch cxpreflion 

in 
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I fee the turning icene fwift change its face, 
Thepiaup'd Britons in the curtains trace. 
Which feem to lift the tapeftry th^ grace. 

ghnen us the unddubied k«y to it. Under tiiis encouragement 
I could not withftand the temptation of difclofing thus much 

■ ttf 

l,.l hi' - ' " •' '■' ' '■ ■ •! — 

lu all his works j ardens being conftantly joined to a word, 
denoting 2ifubjhan€e of apparent lighty beat, orflafne^ to which 
the alluuon is eafy, z&ardenUs gladios^ -ardetHts oculosy campos 
armis fublimihus argute* ^ and by an eafy metaphor, nr denies 
iofteSf butiio wheie, that I can And, ^ lb abftra^l a notion, as 
that oLjight, It Seems to be toavoid thts difficulty, that lome 
have chofentoj«3d^f%/#»<f/, inthe;^^^f> which yet Sei- 
TJus reje6)s as of no authority. 

3. But the moft glaring note of illegitimacy is in the line, 

. ^itboni frima quot atefl €d> origineGoi^, 

lt%ts fru^rled all the commentatots from old Servius down to 
Mr. Martyn, to give any tolerable account of the poet's choice 
rf TiiboftttSj horn whom to derive the anceftry of Auguftu^, 
iWlter than 'Antbffes, or Afaractis, who were not only nftore 
fcmous, but in the direff line. The pretences of any or all of 
them are too frivolous to make it neceflary to fjpend a thought 
about them. The inftance ilands lingle in ftmiqufty ; much 
lefs is there any thing like it to be found in the Auguflan 
poets. 

II. But the ^hrafeology of thefe lines is die leaft of my ob- 
je^ion. Were it ,ever fo accurate, there is, befides, on the 
firftview, a matiifeft abfurdity in thtfubje^-mattir of ihew. 
For would any writer, of but common fkill in the art of com- 
poiition, clofe a long and elaborate allegory, the. principal 
grace of which confifts in its very myftery, with a cold, and 
formal explanation of it ? Or would he pay.(b poor a compli*- 
ment to his patron, as to fiippofe his fagacity wanted the af- 
finance of this additional triplet to lead him into the. true 
meaning ? Nothing can.J3e more abhorrent from the ufualad- 
drefs and artifice oi Virgirs manner. Or, 

III. Were ihtfubject- matter itf'elf paflable, yet, how, in 
<)e6ance of all the laws of difpufitiony came it he forced in here ? 
X/Pt the reader turn to the pafTage, and he will foon perceive, 
thatthis could never be theflacefQT it. The allegory being con- 
cluded. 
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High on the gates, the fell Gangarian fight 
In gold and ivory wrought, ihall ibike the fight. 

of one of the imbVft fi^ions of antiquity ; and the rather, as 
the propriety of allegoric coropofition, which made the di- | 

ftinguilhed 

cJuded, the poet retuins to his iiibje^^ which is propoied in ^ 
the fix following lines : \ 

Inter ea Dryadumfyhvas^fidtufifufefptamMr 

InloBcsy tua^ Maecenas^ baud moUiajuffa \ i 

Tejine nil nltum mens incboat t eu agefegnes \ 

Kumpt moras i voc-at ingenti clamor£ Ciibaeren^ 

Tajgetigue canes, domitrixque Epidaurus tqiwrumt 

Ei 'VOX ajfenfu nemorum ingeminaUt remstgit. 

Would now any one expe£l, that the poet, after having con- 
<lii6led the reader thus refpe^ully, to the very threfhold of his 
fubjefl, fhouid innnediately run away again to the point, 
from which he had fet out, and this on (6 needlefs an enandy 
a^ the letting him into the fecret of his allegory } 

But this inferted triplet agrees as ill with vtlizt foUows, as 
with vfhzt precedes it. For how abnipt is the-tranfition* and 
unlike the delicate conne^Uon, fo ftudioufly contrived by the 
Auguftan poets, fTX>m 

Tttboni prima quot eAeft ab origine Cmfar, ' 

to 
&eu quis Olympiacae miratur pratmia palmae, &c, f^ 

When omit but thefe interpolated lines, and (ee how grace- 
fiiliy, and by how natural a fucceflion of ideas, the poet Aides j 
kito the main of his fubjeft.— 

Jnterea Dryadum J^huu faltufque fequamur 

IntaSos—^^ 

define m l 

Rumpe moras : *uocat ingenti clamori Ciihaeron 

Taygetique canes ^ domiirixque Epidaurus E QUO HUM, 

£t *vox ajfenju nemorum ingeminata RE mug it. 
Sen quis Olympiacae miratus praemiapalmae 

Pafcit E(i^ OS ; feu quis Jbnesadaratra]uvENCOS. 

On the whole, I have not the lead doubt, that the lines be- 
fore us are the fpurious oflPspring of foroe later poet i if indeed 
Che writer of them defcrve that name j foTj whoever he was, { 

he . 
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Here fwoln with war> majoftic Nile (hall pafs, 40 

And the tall coliumis rife in naval brafs : 

ftingui(hed pride of ancient peetry, fccms but little known or 
intended to by modern profeffbrsof this fine art. 



-ht is fo far from partaking of the original fpirit of Virgil, 
that at moft, ho appears to haite been but a fcrvile and paltry 
mimic of Ovid ; from the opening of whofe Metamorphofis 
thedefign was clearly taken. The turn of the thought is evi- 
dently the fame in both, and even the. expraffion. Mutatas 
Mcere formas is echoed by ardentes dicere pugnas : dUerefett 
^nimusf is, by an afFe6^ed improvement, accingar dicere t aivl 
Titbotri prima ab origitii is alraoft litei-ally the fame as prima-- 
que ab origku fnmdi. For the infertion of thefe lines in this 
l>lace I leave it to the curion's to con je^ure of it, as they may ; 
but in the mean time, muft efteem the office of the tnie critic 
!ti> be ib far refembliog that of the poet hirofelf, as within 
ibme proper Innkationsy to juftify the bonefl liberty here taken* 

Cum tabulis animum cenforufimet bonejiii 
Audehit quaecunque parufh JpUndoris babe hunt 
Etfine ponder e erunt, Cfi bonsre indignafaruntur^ 

Verba MOVERB LOCO $ QUAMVIS INVITA RfiCEDAlJt, 
£t VERSENTfiR ADHVC INTRA PENETRALIA VesTAE* 

[2 Ep. ii. 110.] 

^5 I fee ibe turning fcene^l The commentatoif fcem n9t 
iufhcicntly to have explained die expreflion of, ut 'uerfis difce- 
4latfronttbm in theor^nal. The ancient fcenes weie paint- 
«d on a triangular machine, raaikM in the plate, D ; which 
was fo formed as to turn upon an axle or pin $ each of its 
three fidjes, mark'd in the ground-plan of the plate, x. &. 3. 
irepreiented a different fubje^ > viz. x . a city. 1. a palace or 
fnagniif;ent portico, y. a wild foreft, cave> or meadovr. 
When a comedy was playM, the firft of thefe three frontif- 
^ieces was turned towards the fpe^lators ; when a tragedy, 
the iecood \ when a fatyrical |>iece (fuch for inftance» a9 
the Cyclops of Euripi<Jes) the third was expofed to view. 
And thefe triangular machines were placed unde^ the arche» 
«f the theatre, marked in the plate. A, BjC. SccVitru- 
Vol J. L vius^ 
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i^roftratc in duft, there Afia's cides weep, 
And huge Niffhates bend hii mouiH^n fieep 5 
The Parthians there the backward arrow ply^ 
And vainly ftrive .to conquer as -they fly : ^a^ 

Caefar fhall here a double triumph boaft^ 
And conquer'd nartions kncieil from cither coaft. 
Around in ordejr'd ranks an aweful band, 
Rome'? ancefloj-s in breathing 4one fhall ftand ^ 
Thy feed, Al&racus, the mighty liiiie r^ 

That drew from Jove its origin divine : 
Next Tros, vfhom Troy her ancient father calls. 
With hin^ the god who rais'd her lolty waiU. 
Envy, foul jfiend, ihall view with baleful eyes 
Cocy tus* billows black around her rife 5 55 

•^The IKngs of mad Ixion's fnakes (hall feel, 
<iuake at th* HncojEiquer'd fione, and ever- whirling wheel. 

vius, B. 5. and L'AfaiquiU expliquet fitr fi. Ber, Mont- 
faucon, torn. 3. p. 235, 

3S. High on the gates, 'I Thcfe beautiful verfes, containini^ 
an allegory of his defign to publiih the Aeneia in honour 
,of Auguftus, muft have been added^ in tfcc year of Rome 734, 
after Auguftus had fuhdued the Indians and Parthians, an4 
recovered the eagles which had been ^oft by Craflus. The 
itt*vidia in/elix points at thofe perfons, which muft have been 
many, that fecretly repined at the imperial dignity of Au- 
guftus'. Let me add the following paflage from Kolymetisi. 
The perions he is fpeaking of are the enemies of the Juliaiii. 
family: or the fa£lion, as he calls it, againil theCaefars. 
Thefe, he fays, fliould be repreiented.^n the temple he would 
'lyuild to Auguftus, as in the tortures of Tartarus ; and mo^ 
'particularly as puniilied ih the fame manner as Ixion and 
' Stfyphus. Ixion was puniihed there for his iligKatitude and 
Impiety : Sifyphus as a villain and a robber. So that thi» is 
'calling alUhe^ai'ty againft Auguftus, rafcals and ihgratesj 
^andirifers the higheft compliment to that prince,-at theiame 
iime that itis the moft cruel of inveflives againft'his enemies, 

POLTM^TIS, pag.xf^ 
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^ean time, Maecenas, we'll the woods .purfue ; 
'The talk is ardttous» bat«ajoya'd by you. 
Without thine aid no fancy fires my breaH ; 69 

Hafte» let us bnrft ^e bands of idle reft. 
Hark, from afar Cythaeron's voice I hear, * 
Taygecns' opening dogs my ipirits chear ; 
Withjneighing fteeds tall Epidaure refounds ; 
Prom the deep groves the doubling din rebounds. 6^ 
.The time may comei when my maturer mufe 
Auguflus* glowing £ghts her theme fhall chufe : 
And thro' jnore ages bid his glory lail. 
Than have from Tithon's birth to Caefar pafl» 

The youth, who ftudious of th' Olympic meed, 70 
And fond t>f fame, would rear the ftatcly fteed ; 
Or bend the fttprdy bullock to the fliare, 
Muft chufe the dam with nice fagacious care, 
f irft, by thcfe marks feleA thy mother-cow, 
A clumfy head, broad neck, and lowering brow : 75 
Her double dew-laps from her chin mud ri{e. 
In fpacious folds dcfcendingo'er her thighs c 
Be her's a difproportion'd length of fide. 
Her limbs all fram*d with vaft unwieldly pride : 
Let tufts of hair her ample feet adorn, 8a 

Rough be her ear, and wreath'd her bending horn : 

75* A clumjy beadJ] Varro and Columella iay that a good 
•cow's head flunild be large, lathjtvntibus^ her neck long anil 
"broad, her dew-laps hanging low, and in general, that her 
%ody (hould be long and large. Ut\fint bene compqfiiae^ ut in-^ 
tegris ffiembris ablon^ae^ ampUu'-'^orfdre amph, bene cofialos^ 
Jargii bumerist bonu clunibus^^^^-^Vw^i feems to liaire bad 
fcis eye on this paflage. Varro likcwife mentions the length 

taiU 

L Z' 
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Nor left lier worth, if o*«r her jetty fldn. 

Few random fpots of fnowy white be ieen ; 

O- if (he aim a blow, or fpum the yoke. 

Ox wear a ftem-brow'd ball's rough threatening look. 85 

Majeftic iie muft walk with lofty mien. 

And proudly fweep with length of t^il the^reen. 

When now four years have fteel'd her tufty frame. 

Then let her prove kuid Hymen's mutual flame : 

At ten releafe her ; now no more to pnnre 90 

The toil« of culture, or the joys of love. 

Mean time, while wiirmth of youthful blood prevails. 
To the foft blifs admit thy fprightly males : 
L^t their £r& vigour try the lieroe embrace ; 
So herds ihall rife 011 herds^ and race on race. 9^ 

Qur belt of days advance with double fpeed, 
Pifeafes, pains, a ghaflly troop 1 fuccoed % 
With care, and labour, and complaining age^ 
And ruthleft death's inexorable rage* 
For frcfh /upplies %hy weary'd race remove ; lai^ 

Nor place on one alone the weight of love. 
Still propagate thy breed with aimnal care. 
And with new births the fleeting race repair. 
« Nor lefs with equal care feledt tlie fteed ; 
Thou who refolv'ft to rear a generous breed, 105 

Nurfe from his earlieft youth the chofen fire. 
And feed with careful hand his native fire. 

96. iTjedaysofjoutb,'] This tender moral reflexion throwa 
in, ai\eirfific8 and exalts th* low fubjcft the poet i« trcatinjp 
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Ev'n now the colt treads high with fbtely pice^ 

And moves his pliant limbs with eafy grace ; 

Outfb-ips the reft ; the firft that dares to brave 1 1» 

The unknown bridge^ or tempt the threat'ning wave ; 

No fudden founds alarm his foul with dread ; 

Sublime his arched neck,, and finall his head : 

Short paunch, and breadth of back his might atteft. 

And prominent with brawn his fearlefs bceaiL 115 

Of colours chufe the dapple or the grey» 

For white and dun a daftard race betray* 

Ld ! when the battle's diftant din he hear8> 

Reftlefs he paws ; ere&s his eager ears ; 

With generous fury glows his quivering fram^y 1 20 

And from his noftril borfta the fierce, coUeded ilame» 

O'er his right fhoulderhis redundant mane 

Waves to the zephyr as he flcims the plain. 

Thro' his broad back fhoots a divided fpine. 

And arms with double force his mighty chine. 1 25 

108. Ev^nnonDthecolt,^ Having fpoken of the marks of 
good C0WS9 the poet proceeds to fpeak of horfes, and gives a 
beautiful defcription of a colt that is fit to be chofen for a 
ftallion. There is fome difficulty concerning the meaning of 
fpadices : but after much enquiry Dr. Martyn thinks it is, the 
colour we call bay, chefnut, or forrel. 

116. GreyJ\ Glaucus, Yfhtn fpoken of the colour of an 
horfe, (igninesadarkoriron-grey j our people in Wales, ftill" 
call a grey horfe kepbal glauce, Holdsworth. 

119. KefiUfs befa^ws,] This is a beautiful defcription of 
3 roettlefome horfe j but it is far oxcelled by that noble one in 
the book of Job. Particularly, ** He fwalloweth the ground* 
with fiercenefs and rage, neither believeth he (for joy !) that 
it is the found of the trumpet/' is more fpirited and (Irong, 
than any circumftance in Virgil's piAure. 

. L3 
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While o'er the green as his fleet hoof is bocne. 

Echoes the trembling ground beneath the {olid hom^ 

duch Cyllamsy by Spartan Pollux tani'd. 

And fuch the ftecds^ in Grecian ftory famM^ 

I'hat to the battle bore the god of war, ijo 

And whirl*d thcf fierce Achilles* thundering car : 

Such Saturn too, when from the guilty bed, y 

Cloath*d in a flowing mane, his queen he fled, n^cad. r 

And pierced with neighings flirill hoar Pelion's piny > 

When now his ftrength and youthful years decay, ijj 

With rio inglorious cafe his pains repay j 

But grant him, of thy gratitude, to clofe 

His honour^ age at home in fafe repofe* 

When genial warmth for^kes his frozen veins. 

Love is a toil, and barren are his paini ; 140 

In all the rage of impotent defire. 

As o'er the flubble flies the catching frre. 

His fparks are fpent, and in a flafh expire* 

Be careful then to mark thy flallion'is age, 

Xiis feats, his offspring and his native rage ^ 14J 

Whether he grieve, when in the race outdone^ 

Or proudly triumph in the trophy y/on* 

Doft thou not fee the cars, a rival train. 

Shoot from the goal, and pour along the plain I 



I }i. Such Saturn J\ Satnm, to avoid being difcovered ISy 
his wife Ops while he was engaged with Phylyra his miftreis, 
tinned himfelf into a beautiful horfe. Chiron the famous, 
centaur was the fon of this nymph Phylyra. 

148. Dofl thou not fee J] No defcription wai ever more fpi- 
j-ited and lively than this^ of the chariot race. The poet has. 

crowded 



By varying &(Si.vcach trembltag charioteer, i jo 

NoiHF flafli'd wi^ hope, now pale with panting fear. 
Plies the lopd lafli, hangs headlong o'er the reins ^ 
Swift bounds the fervid axle o'er the plains i 

■ 

Now deep in daft obicnr'd the chariot. fUes,^ 

Now mounts in air,, and gains. upon the ikies^^ i^j 

fhci ftrife i:tins high, too icnee for dull delay, 

The fandy yolumes daaken all the way : 

Bath'd in theii; followers' foam appear the firH ; 

Such is theloveofpraife, and glory's thirft. 

Firft Erichthoaius dar'd with dauntlefs fkill i6^ 

Ta yotoftKir ileedi, and ffiide the vigor's wheel. 

Theflalia taujght the conduct of the bit^ 

To mmot the fteed,. aikl foiim his pliant feet 

crowdtd into a few lines all the circtimft'ances that are nirft' 
ftrrking in the famous dcicription of Homer, and it muft be 
owned has here excrtled the Grtek poet. One may fay, as 
I:oDginus does on almoft a fimilar occaiioii,* that the foul of 
the reader is, as it were> mounted in the chariot, and whirled 
a^ong in the race with it. 

' 1 60. ErichtboniusJl Btgas primum junxit Phrygum ttatio^ 
quadrigas Erichtboniur, Pliny. He likewife fays, that Belle- 
rophon invented the backing of horfes, Pelethronius bridles' 
aivd furniti^c» and the centaurs of The/Taly the fighting on 
horfeback. 

163. Form bis pliant fuW] There are feveral line&-in this 
third Georgic, which ihew that the manege was found out 
much earlier than iome would imagine. Witneis the folic w« 
ing pa/fage. 

'• Gyrofy»94$der4 
Imptfiti dorfi* 

And that other, , 

Carpere mox gyrum i/icipiat, kc. 

The fimilejuft after was meant to fltcw, a violently fwift, but 
at the fame time a level and uniform motion. 

HOLDSWORTff. 

t4 
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To paw the groond, ta wlieely taturs widi grace; 

>\nd tresul the plain with more majpiUc poce^ 165 

The fame the labour and ^e pndfe to breed. 

Or for the bit or car^ the^vigorous fteed ; 

In each is requiiite a generous rage, 

A fwiftneis in the coorfe, and blooming ajo^ 

Without tliefe virtues, vain all former boaft, 170 

That erft he chas'd in fight a trembling koft ; 

170. WitlotU thefe 'virtues. ^ I received, the follow ing«. 
obfervations on this paflTage from a very ingenious gentle- 
iftan. 

I have always been abfolntdy at a lo(s to make out jtbe txm^ 
nei5lion of thefe three lines Lin the original] with the foregoing. 
Tranilators and commentators make quamms refer to fome- 
thing which is certainly not exprefled there, nor I think im- 
plied, or infinuated ; nor indeed confident with what is there 
exprelTed. How can the horfe be fnpjpofed, faepae verfos 
hoftes egijfif if he was not calUusammtj r ^amvlt implies aa 
oppofition between thefe two, whereas no two tilings can be. « 
more naturally connected. You have got over the difficulty < 
as well as your neighbours, but I think it is infuperable, as. 
the text now ftands. Befides, quam'vu implies that the horfe 
above defcribed was rejtSiid^ not that he yvTafiugbt 9Ut^ and 
cbofen, ] n fhort I am perfuaded, thefe three fines are not ia 
their right place. Suppofe them placed as follows : 

Hunc quoquif ubi out morba grows, nutjamfig^mr tornU 
Deficit, alfdedofno \ nee turpi iguofce feneSae. 
Q^mmis faepe fuga ntnfos ilk egerit bo/eSf 
Et patriam Epirum re/eratfortefque Mycenas^ 
Neptunique ip/a deducat origime gentem*. 
Frigidus in vffierem fenioT'''-^ 

Huftc quoqut abde <&«»—— f>r<M»w—^bferve that the 

horfes here abovementioned are war horfes $ Pollux% Mars* 
and Achilles^ his hoHes \ qui verfis boftes egerint i now fee 
how well the other paifage goes on without the lines in 
queftion. 

Aequu9 vAkffjp^ labor, aequijwvenemque magtftri 

Exqmmnt^ 
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Tho* Argos, or Bpirns gave him birth,, 

OrNcptunc's trident-ftrpkcthatop'd thcprcgnantearth*, 

Thcfc rules obferv*d, with copious grain they feed 

The hufbandof the herd, and father of the breed: 175 

With genial herbs his amorous, heat fuftain. 

And give die copious ibream, and golden grain;, 

Left, weak he £amt amid the fbft embrace,. 

TEhe fiuniih'd father of a puny race. 

But to the nouucs deny they foftering food, 1 80 

And drive them from the browze and cooling flood. 

When now the new defires invade the boiling blood : 

Qftbid them glow beneath the funny ray,. 

And oft fatigue them thro* the dufty way ; 

When groan the floors beneath the trampled com, 1 85 

And light in air the fluttering chaff is borne ; 

Left too luxurious eaie and plenty cloy. 

Blunt thc^kecn feh(e, and choak the paths of joy i: 

Bxqiuritnty caltdumque animisp etcitrfibus aerem,- . 
His ommadverjis^—^- 



Nimirumf jieventuUj animis^ femkitat i 

By way-of precedent,, there are tvro' remarkable tranfpo^ 
fitions of this kind in. the Aeneid, which the critics hav© 

re6lified againft^ all authority of manufcripts : Aeneid 6*^ 

745. . Donechnga dies and the two next lines> which 

ftiould follow, aner exuritur igni,. 

Aeneid lou 7*7. JUe autem imputndus^ a nd the nexty 
which ihould come after clamoribus inftant, 

176. JVitb genial herbs,] Varro and Columella fp.eak of 
the neceflity of feeding, the bulls amply for two months be- 
fore the tiraew- Tauros duobvs menfibus ante admijfuram ber-^ 
b4f et paleaetfpem facto pUrdores et afaemnis fecemo. 

Varro^ 

t8^. Ne'w defires.] Voluptas nota in the original, does^not,^ 
iignify the experienced pleafmc, fays Dr. Martyn, but the- 
4iefre whifch now Jirjl begins to be known by the young macs*- 
j4^ mta, juft DOW (and not before) koown^. 
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So ihall the female feel the ilowi ng feed. 

And fuck with greedy rage the ru filing fteed. 190 

We now forlake the fires, transfer oar care, 

Fiom the dout ilallion, to the teeming mare. 

Let her no more, along the laboring ground. 

Draw the flow car, or leap the' riling momid : 

Nor tempt the flood, nor (kin; the level mead, 195 

jBut tarn her lonefome in the lawns to feed. 

Soft with the greeneft gials, and many a moiiy bed; 

Where fome fall ^ver rolls his plenteous waves^ 

Mid' ihades of ridgy rocks, and cooling cares* 

Along the forells dark where Selo flows^ 20^ 

And old Albmnus lifts his ilex-Crowned brows^ 

Of winged infe£ls fwarms a frequent flight, 

Acftron in Gitece ; at Rome Afllus hight ; 

SO}. Jfj/Sus.'] This iaie£l is a dicadful plague to the cofrt 
«f Italy. An Italian writer <}uoted by Dr. Martyn informs 
\ts, that it KiembWs a- wafo, has twa membianeous wincs^ 
\vi|h which it makes a moft horrible whizzing. The beliy 
18 termiqated by three long rings, one widiin another,, 
from the laH of whf^h proceeds a formidable fling. This 
(ting is coin|M^«d of a tube thro* which the o^g is emitted, 
«nd two aogses which make way for the tube to penetrate 
into the Dun «f the ^ttle. Thefe augres are armed with, 
tittle knives which prick with their points, and cut with 
their ^^cs, cauling intolerable pain to the wounded am-'' 
snal. The memioii of theft infe^ pixt aoe in mind- cf an. 
elegant rural comparifim in S|)eiifer« 

As when a fwarme of gnats, at eventide^. 

Out of the fenn^ of Allan doe arifr, 
tTheir munnunng imall trunmets ibonden wiikf 

Whi^ m the air their cluftering armte llies» 

That ^ a cWod doth feeme to din die lOues ) 
1^ man nor beall may reft, oi take repaft, 

'For tlieir ihaipe wounds, ax^ noyous injuiies j 



I 
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Soon a^ tbeir iiHiing hoits, with kuiBn^bg found 
Approach^ the cattle quit ^ groves around i 20{ 
The ikies re-echo to the mingling roar. 
The groves, and dry Tannger'^ faltiy (hore ! 
This plag999 thie jttft levt^^ge of guilty love. 
To frantic r«g«8 th' luachian heifer drove. 209' 

l^ore thick theyfiviann, when glows the noon^tide heat^. 
Then ihift thy pregnant Jierd to fome iequefter'd feat ^. 
Or drive tjicm fbitb» when dawns the pnrple light. 
Or Hefper gildf wilH glittering ftar«.th/»: night. 

When now tho dafii ha4 fflt Iitscxoa's^pain?, . 
A;£i rther care to rear^ tie c^f reingins ; - • . zi^ 
On each betimes,<jtkeypriftt the branding iice,^ 
To note thenaiae; the lineage; and the &re« 
Let thi» hfe dooflii^ to jxropagate the breed ; : 
This at thei^facred Atrium H^di^lfii bleed : : 
Sui that be del&f d in the £eid to toil, zzct^ 

Break thefti#dod9^4U|d deave theAnbhorn ibil ; 
The reft uni^ark'dy.^s fi^ic leifure leads, 
Wanton, inglorioiiS) o'er* die graily meads. . 

Th^e ^e^sallottod to the (hining fliare, < 
iQbferve to te^ch ^and tame with timely care ; - 225 
While now their tender years correAion bear* 
Bind them with collar^ from the tender %ray, , 
And when their necks th« fervile* band obey ; 

Till the fierce northern wind with bluftringblaft' 
Pothtblowne them qgke away, and in the ocean taA» 

Fa. QJS.a.hp. f. 16*- 

7.16'. CorreSIion bear.'] Mr. Pryden talks Kere^ of fending 
the calf to fchool, rcftrain'ng him from the bad examples of 
the world > and inftrif6ting him in moral precepts. Virgii 
aj.s only, adjfudium^t ujvmagrejlim dttm/adleianimu 
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Conne€l two.well-match'd bullocks in the traoey 

Axii bid them learn in paics'the plain to pace $ 230 

Oft let them draw the waggon'* empty load, 

Whofe wheels fcarce pnnt the dull, or mark the load ; 

Next let them imoke beneath th' incvmbclM^tnafs, 

jdin'd to the beechen axle, bound with bralk. 

Mean time thy unyok'd young not only feed ■. 235 

With grafs and willow-leaves, or marfliy weed;. 

But crop witb careful hocdd the nodding cars > 

Nor let the i&my a« erft in anient y«u^ 

Contribute to ttepiS' her miHcyk»d J. »i 

Be-all her udder on hfer calf beft^w*d; i^ 

But if Ay bdbm bum in ranks of Waar. 
To lead the marlhall'd hb% or urge the car. 
Where iftrays thro' Pifa's plain th^A^ytosur flood, 
€^ whirl along-the ihunderer's olive^wood^ ; 
T<> trumpets fhrillv to many anufftial deed,. 245: 

And'gl^re of glineriiig arm» inme die fteed : 
Oft tet him toil the flow car's load to bear, 
The ruftling^Tein» oft rattle in Mt ear : 
With flgttery Ibodi Hm, while with confdous^^ pride^ 
He feels hts BiaSer-clap hi» feunding Hde. . 250 

Begin bettmes J wliile weak and youthftil yer. 
Bend his<!bft meuth to brook a llender bit ; 
Juii weanTj.and trembiiiig from M9 modler's £Sie ;■ 
New to the curb, and la tJ« courfe untry'^ 
B at wJben to &»ar full IfN-ings Jiis years, advance, 25^ 
•^Te^cji him to tvm the ring, with pride to prance 5 
The plain in anejwthr'd fteps and time to beat,^ 
Ami la <ai«eimate psif^ ihift ikis feeti^ 
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Oft let him feein to fpring widi laboured might ; 
Then challenge whiriwinds in his airy flight : a6o* 
Whiife as he pours abroad with loofen'd reins; 
His Hghtfome fieet iovrce toiidvtke prinfSefs plains*. 
Like Boreas in:]ii»Goaviev when rH(hing forth 
He calms the Scy Aian flues, an4 cleae» the doady north v 
Reiband<the idl tops of the trembling trees^ ^d>5; 

Tke heavy harvefts nod beneath the breesce : 
O'er plains, o?er ieas, 1^ driving tempeft fweeps. 
And to the founding ihore purfues the boiling deeps« 
A ftebd likethis^ widi conquering jftepa will ftrain^ 
And foam widi Mood acrofs th' Bleats phdn r 170 
Or ^th obedient neck the Bfelgic car fuftain^ 
When now the oolt h^ broke to beair command. 
Feed hivt with kindly^ care» and plenteous hand :. 
For yet untam^dv hispamper^d pride di(dains- 
To feel the founding laih, and galling reii|s. 273^ 

But nought v(dQ kdep their vigour more eutire,^ 
Than from their breafb to turn the ftings of blind define : 



zS'i. Like Boreas, j Tt cannot Be imagmed, by the fevereft 
critics, who tMnk fuch beauties of ftyle in the ancient^ chi- 
merical, that Virgil did not intend to reprefent by this fwift 
Dhe of daflyles the courfe of the. wind : 

IlU'volatyJimidarvajugaifimtdae^ora'verreHs. 

470. EUan plain.']: This allodfes tx> the Olympk gam^ 
celebrated aborut Olympia in the TCgion of El is.' Who>e^^r 
would have a juft notion of the great political ufefulnefsof 
thefe celebrated games of Greece, will meet with much plea^> 
iiireand inftruSon irom the learned and ingenious Mr* 
"Weft's differtation prefixed to his tranllation of an author, ta 
"whom he alonej of all the moderns, has done juftice^ in ac 
l^idted and-eleipant tranflatton of his odes* 
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Their bulls dify baaift to CbdM loudly lcede» 
Where vafb isocks, and wide rivers interre&e ;• 
Or to the plenteous ftaU the be&ft remove, «d<y 

Far from the tender fex, aAd lore of love. 
For while the feoiale charms his fiebenisg ighfi 
N<Qteore the groves, or fj^inging gr^ itmne. 
She yers'd ia waatoo look«i and winmsig viles. 
The mighty rivals to the £ght b^iks. 28f 

The beatttooos heifer ftrays the darkfeme wood ; 
With mutual rage they rufii; thi^k ilreams the (able faloodr 
From their bipad brows ihe elafliiiig horns rebound. 
With bellowings loud the groves aBd:ft)es refimnd. 
Nor when tine war is o^er^ their ra^ csrpsres^ 29P* 

To diftant vales ^ vaequifli -d wretch retires ; 
Weeps his di^rase^ hie cos^^ring rivals boaft^> 
Yet more the Mr, that nnreyeog'd he loft : 
And oft with p^five looks, as he recn^^,< 
The paf4ing ^ilo vkws hisaacient feitts. . • 20f: 

' >. .• 

4S'5. TBi migbiji rivals,'] Tie defcription of the bulls 
eomtendtng for the female is admirable i particularly, that - 
ftie circumllance of the vanquifh-d bull looking back en his' 
old acciTflomed ftall and pauureswhen hie is forced to retreat; 
And ftill more fo, the clrcumftance of his lying down, ful- 
knly difconfolate, on the ftones, feeding upon ruihes and - 
irickly leaves, atid exercising, his boms againft the trunks of 
treoSj, to enable himfclf to confcndagainrwith his hated rival. 
All thefe beautiful ftroloe$ ar« concluded by the noble fimile ■ 
of a ¥8 ft wave rolling towards a rocky ihore. The paufe at 
procumbH in the origiaai 

is very expreflive of the thing intended. 

a^6. Hdfir.l This line in the original is fup^fcd tobe* 
ipiiriwis* 
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Then fleets his Usubs to tci&, improves his mightr 

And rou^hl}r refts on crsLfgy ftints the night : 

On prickly leaves and pointed rallies fkd. 

He feigns to gore a^tree with butting h«a#y 

Bends his ft em brows and puflies at the air, 3^ 

And ipums the fcatler'd fend, a pftlude ^ the war. 

Now when Ms tierves Avith new^feh Air^ glow^ 

Headlong he iedss Mis aHorpefintg foe- : 

As when aj rifing billow by degreeSr 

Begins to bml amid the whitening Teas f jcf; 

Loud o'er the rocks then ralb with horrid Doarr 

And mountain^lHte burft? on tiie ftibje£t fhore : 

The troubled depths in cinding eddies riie. 

And heave the fable iimd in whirlwinds tfl^ the ikiey. 

Thus man and beaH, the tenants of the fkK>d« 3 to& 

Tbeherds that graze- theplaifl, the feathery breod^> 

Rufh into love» and feel the general flame i- 

For love is lord of all, and is in ^ theTajne;^ 

'Tis with this rage^e mothci? Itpn ftutig,. 
Prowk o*er the plain, regardlefs <tf her young; 3 15;: 

'Tis then the fhapelefs bear \wth f^^enes of blood. 
With murdecous deeds ppthites th' afTrighfed wood : : 
Then boiu^s in fight with double wanmh engage. 
And the^cim tygrefs calls forth all her rage* 
Ah! wnetched then the tcaveller who (bays 33cr 

Forlorn o'er Lybia^s unfrequeiitfed ways ! 
See, whatthick pants the Aallion's £res dedaret. 
Whene'er in ^nted gales he fcents the mare : 
Nor curbs, nor torturing whips his rage reHrain, 
And mooBtatiis rii^ td check hi^flight in vmti 59^ 
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In vaio the torrent rolls^ that tumbling fweeps 
The malTy fragment from the craggy fteeps. 
Ruihes the Sabine boar, and rends the ground* 
And whets hfs tu&s to ftrike the fiirer wound : 
Rubs his rough £de& agatnH th' accuftom'd oak, 350^ 
And difdplinea^his brawn to bear the rival's ftioke. 
How fares the youths who feels the pleaiing pain 
His marrow pier<;e, and dirob in every vein ? 
In darknefs drear iie fwims the ftonny main : 
Above from heaven's high gate the thunder roars. 
The da0iing waves re-echo round the fliOres. 33^ 

Nor weeping parents, nor the fated ^r 
Retards his courie, too foon his cruel death to (hare ! 
Why (hottld I iing how hungry wolves engage,. 
How beails of Bacchus' car,, how maiUffs rage : 
£v'n timorous flags ptovoke the^oodland war $. 34.(» 
But far above the reft the paflion of the mare. 
Ev'n Venus here a ftronger luft infpir'dr ^ 
When to revenge the Fotnian mares fhe fir'd.. 
,Wing'd with defire they bound o'er Gargarus' height,, 
Nor loud Afcanius' tor^ents> ftay their flight : 345 

When now their Veins the vernal mildnefs warms,. 
And with kind heat their lufty limbs informs ;, 

331. How fares the youth.'] The pott alludies to the ccle- 
>lirated ftory of Heix> and JLeander, perhaps the moft enter- 
taining of all ^e ancient love-tales \ the Mufaeus who hat 
written an elegant poem on thisfubje£l, was not the ancient 
Mufaei^; for feveral falfe conceits and' thoughts* mther 
pretty than folid, and contrary to the fimplicity .of the older 
Grecian writers, evidently betray the later age of the piece. 
See Vol. 3. B. 6. N. vcr. 928. 'Tis obfervable Virgil hints, 
that the whole fpecies would encounter the fame dangeis 'US^ 
Xeander did for the fake of ]ove« 
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To the tall cliffs unp^tient they repair. 

And from the wellwaf d fnuff the fleeting air : 

Whcre^ wpnderoaa pOwer L without th' affifUng fleed^ 

Made-pregnant by the parent-breeze they breed. 3 5[ r 

Thence wild o'er rocks and deep-funk vallies ftrayj 

Far from the northern blail, or iburce of day ; 

Or whence wet Auiler's gloomy damps arife 

To hang with fable clouds the fadden'd fkies. ^f^ 

Hence from their wombs, what th'artlefsfhepherdcalU 

Hippomanes, a trickling poi(bn falls : 

MThich baleful ftep-dames in the bowl infufe. 

With many murmurs mix'd, and herbs of magic juice. 

But time is on. the wing | too far we rove 36a 

BewilderM with an argument we love. 

Enough of herds : freih labours now fucceedi,. 
TJ^ ^aggy goats and fleecy flocks to feed^ 
Hence fhall the hufbandman new glory raife. 
While his low cares I lift in laboured lays : ^6^ 

Nor ilighty to grace fo mean a theme, the toil. 
And beautify with flow'rs a barren foil. 
But me the Iweet delire of facred praile 
Leads forth to trace Parnaffus' pathlefs ways, 

357. Htppomanes^l The hippomanes iignifies two things* 
1. A certain liquor that flows from a mare ready to take horfe. 
a. An excrefcence'of fleih which the new foaled colts have 
upon their foreheads. It is black, round, and of thie bignefs 
of a dried fi^. It is pretended that thefe two hippomanes^s 
have a peculiar virtue in philtres, and other fuch cbmpoii- 
tJons defigned for fafcinations. And that the lad is of fuck 
a nature, that a mare has no fooner dropped her colt, but, 
Ihe cats this piece of ftefti, without which (he would not 
fuckle it. A curious reader may fee a learned diiTertaticn oih 
this fubjedl, at tl\e end of Mr, Bayle's Diftionary.. 
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Down to Caftalia^» Q>ring my car te gutter 370? 

WhcFc never poet murk'd the mo vnCain'jS* 6i^ 
Now,- hallowed PaJcs, I rcfewnd thy reigit,, 
O grant thine aid ! in more majefHe ftrain. 
Firft, I command, beneath the foftering ihed. 
Till fpring returiw, thy fheep with grafs be-fed : 3^75 
Strew fern beneath, Jeft from die piercing ice 
O'er their foft flcins the loathfome {cabs arife.- . 
Morlefs, thy goats with leafy fodder fill,. 
And give them water recent from the rill* 
Safe from the ftormy north, Aeir ftalis prepare- » 3fS# 
To catch the wintry fofty and fonthem air ; 
Whftn cold Aquarins, from his cloiidy fphcfre^ 
Pours his lafi: drops upon the parting year. 
Nor lefs the toil the ihaggy goat to raife,, ^ 

Nor lefs the profit-that the goat repays. ft$. 

Let Caria boaft her Tyrian-tiB^r'd fieeee; 
¥iet thefe afford more RumerotiS' increiafb ; 
Andy as their IWelfirtg dugs> you drain the mofe,. 
In fuller plenty flreams^the milky ftore. 



371. Whift fuller ptreh\ This is an imitation of Lucres 
Ikus : 

Hec me ahimuj faffit, quamjirrt ohfcuray fid acri 
Per^ujit ikyrfelaudis Jf>es magna mfum co r * > * ' 

1. ■ . ' . j wvat integros accedere fintUf 

At^ue baurire, jttvattfue wnfos deeerperefiores^. 
Vnde prius nuili 'velarint HfHpora mujfae. 

372. Pahs.] The third is themoft epic of all the Georgics ; 
and the introduftion to it, as well as fevcral paflam in it, 
j^artioularly this, 0icw that Virgil legaided it as lucn hlmfclf. 

HOLDSWORTH. 
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Befides, their hairy b««nl8 the f&epherds iheid*>. 590 

To cover teiit99> or doath the mariner* 

At will they graze Lycaeus' Atrubby top", 

Aad the rough thorn or prickly bramble crop ; 

Return ontended with their bleating train,, 

And o'er the threihold fcarce their ftrattingdttgs fuflain^ 

Since then fo little of thy cace they know, ^9<S 

Guard them from freezing blafts, and icy fikow : 

Gladly fupply them with the leafy fpray. 

Nor in bleak winter's reign refufe thy hoarded hay. 

But when the frolic zephyrs breath the ipring» 4QO1 
Both flocks abroad to verdant paftures bring. 
When now the morning«>fbr but dimly dawns. 
Lead them to tafte the ooolnefs of the lawns ; 
When hoar with virgin dew the grafs appears, 
Halle, let them drink the morning's earlieft tears. 40^ 
When the fierce fun grows hot with parching ray. 
And woods reibimd the ihrill cicada's lay : 
Then drive thcsm to frefh fprings, their thirft to flake 5 
To troughs of oak, or to the fpreading lake* 
But at mid-noon, to green and gloomy glades ; 41 C^ 
Where fbme tall oak uprears his s^;ed ihades : 

391. Tents JJ Varro fpcaking ©f the ufefiilnefs of goats, 
di ys, they are (horn for tne ufe of Tailors and war. 

404. The freihnefs of the morning Is painted in the liveliest 
colours. We roiift remember that *tis a morning in Italy : a 
morning in a hot climate. 

487. Shrill cicada's la^.y Several of the modem Italian^ 
poets mention the finging of the cicada, as very loud and^ 
trouhlefome in the great heats of fummer. Per gli ombrofit 
rami It argute cicale canton Jo fi affatica *vdnofottc algras^ 
caUa* Arcadia del Sannazai'o, Prola lo. 
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O rwhere the ilex-foreft, dark and deep 

Sheds holy horrors o'er the hanging fleep, 

Again refrefh them, with their verdant food. 

When iinks the fun, and with the cryital flood, • 415 

When evening-airs their cooling damps diiFiile, 

And Cynthia bathes the groves in balmy dews ; 

When thro' the brakes is heard th' acanthis' fbng. 

And halcyons chaunt the hollow fhores among« 

Why ihould I fing of Lybia's drtlefs fwains ; 4aa 

Her fcattered cottages, and tracklefs plains ^ 

By day, by night, without a deftin'd home^ 

For many a month their flocks all lonely roam ; 

So vafi: th' unbounded folitude appeals.. 

While, with his flock, his all the Ibepherd bears: 425 

His arms, hi& houihold gods, his homely flied. 

His Cretan darts» and dogs of Sparu bred. 

41ft. Orivbife.^ How beautifully has the poet enlivenetl 
thefe dry precepts concerning the time of watering cattle by 
this defcription of a little landfcape ! of a vaft old oak fbind<»- 
ing m a valley, or an ilex of ,^ver- green dak, fpreadinga 
thick and fokmn fliade I The deicription of the cool of the 
evening is deHghtfuK 

412, Itex-Joreft, dark and deep.^ We have not a full idea 
of this image, from our not knowing af how deep a green 
the ilex is, and what a vaft (hade it cafts in Italy, where there 
are great nuInl}ers^ of this tree. 

'42a. Bydav,"] This digreflion to the fhepherds of Africa 
cannot be fufm:iently praifed ; one fees them 

. Paduring on from verdant Aage to ftage. 

Thomsoh, Caft. ef Ind. 

The vaftnefs of thoTe plains arc rcprefented by the very flow 
ef this line in the eriginal^ 

" itquipecuf longain defertajine ullis 
Ho/pitilr--'^antum campijaaL 
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So Romf '« brave (bnsy beneadi th' oppreffive fntd 

Of arms and baggage, trace the deftin'd road ; 

And while he ne'er fufpefls th' impending blow, 430 

jSudden unfurl their ftandards on the foe. 

I^t fo in Scythia ihepherds tend their (heep ; ' 

Where fad Moeotis fpreads his fable deep : 

Thick yellow fands where Ifter's torrents roll. 

And Rhodope retxirns to meet the pole. 43^ 

"Their fh>.cks jthey ftall ; for o'er th' unfruitful fcene, 

Nor fields^ nor t^ees are cloath'd in lively green. 

One wafte of fnow the joyleis landfcape lies, 

;jeven ells in height the ridgy drifts .arife* 

There ftill the bitter blafls of winter dwell ; 44Q 

Nor the fun's rays th<?paly (hade diipel^ ^ 

When firil he climbs his noon^tide couxfe, or laves 

His headlong car in ocean's purple waves. 

4«S. S9 Romff^.l The Roman |bldie;rs were wpnt to cany 
In their caropaigns» not only thl^ir fwords> helmets and 
ihieldsy but Itkewire proyifiens for a fortnight^ and flakes and 
.iiten(i)s. 

43a. NatfdJ] 5*hc contrail is very fttone between the 
fcenes of Africa and Scythia, and has a fine ene^. This vari- 
cty, this magic art of conveying the reader from one climate 
Ko another^ conflttutes oqe ot xhe greateft beauties of poetiy. 

M. de M&upertuisy who, with fome other academicians, 
.was fimt by the xing of Francei in 1736^ to meafure a degree 
jof the meridian, under the ar6lic circle, fays, that brandy 
(was the only liquojc, ^hich could be kept fuflociently fluid for 
them to drink : Pendant unfroidJiffrAnd, que la langue et lu 
ievresfe gehient fur le cbamp^ contre le taje^ &c. And a 
Jittle afterwards he tells us, tnat the fpirits of wine froze in 
their thermometers.. See Dr. Mart yn for other inftances. 

441. Nor the fun^s ^W.] In the original this is a verfc con- 
iifting wholly of flow mondees, which by their melancholy 
flow reprefent the difmalnefs of the object defcribcd. 

44A. Or nvhen be climbs,] This winter-piece has cvet 
been admired as one of the capital paintings of Virgil. 

Thomiba 
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Th' mcaroacliing ice the Imtering cftrretit feds, 

And on ks hoCom bears the ftadded wheels. 44^ 

Where erft the ftately baric was went to ride« 

Waggons, thro' paths iinknown, fecurely glide. 

Oft from the veflel burfts the brazen band, 

:Stiff' round their fides their frozen garments ftand. 

With iharpen'd fteel they cleave the humid wine, 450 

And chains of iblid ice whole lakes confine-; 

Their matted beards, by the keen climate frore. 

With hanging icicles are hard and hoar. 

Mean time the ikies are dim with falling fnows ; 

Thick clouds of fleet th' unwieldy ox enclofe : 455 

In growing heaps benumb'd, the crowding deer 

^Scarce from beneath, their branching antlers rear : 

Nor thefe with hounds the hunter-train furprize. 

With nets, or feathers dipt in purple dies ; 

But with the fword invade them, while in vain 460 

Againft the huge reludant load they ilrain. 

While void of help, in piteous founds they bray ; 

Then home, with fhouts of triumph bear the prey* 

Thomfon has given us a noble imitation of it, in his view of 
'Winter within the pohr circle 5 and has added fbrac' (Iriking 
ctrcumflances, not to be found in Virgil, which modem tra- 
vellers have ebferved. I cannot forbear tranfcribing his con- 
clufion, where he deScr^es winter perfonaliy. The image is 
4^ery fublime. 

Here Winter holds his unrejoycing court. 
And thro' his airy hall the loud mifrulc 
Of driving tcmpeft isfor ever heard i 
Here the grim tyrant meditates his vnrath. 
Here arms his winds with all-fiibduing froftj 
Moulds his fierce bail, and trcafures up his fiiowt^ 
-With which he now opprefles hatf the globe*'* 
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In cuTcrtis deep, with otfk wppUy, they raife, 
And manf ^ 1>raiichittg elm', the o'aekHng blaze ; 465 
From cold fecure, ^ound ihe flaming hearth^ 
Wafte the k)ngdfcaiy night ill ibdaifliiirth: , 

GailtleTs of wine, the goblet ftill goes roimdy 
With Ceres* juice, ^d fparlding cyder, crowri*d. 
;Sach is the race of favage fwaina thatlie , 47^ 

Beneath the rigours of ithe parol flty $ 
^nd Sore aflH^ed by the piercitig ealt 
Their limbs with fiHTS and biirtdfd Ikins inveft. 
Is wool thy care? 4Mroid ^the ihaggy ground^ 
Where thiftles an4 the pricWy bur abound. 47 J 

Kor let too fet a foil thy choice invke ; 
Chufe £rft afiodc with fleeces {9k md wUte. 
Tho' white thy ram, yet if a fwirthy tongue' 
Appears beneath his h^iAud palate huagr 
Rejea hiin, left he blacken ail tiie breeds 4^0 

And Jet another to the talk fiiccccd. 
Thu^ by a fiiowy fleece, tV AroKfian god 
•Drew down paltf Cyn^a from her bright abode ; 
JjJor iUd'ft thouj ^fueen i>f nig^t;, <Ufdain his love, 
jPleas'd with the cheat, thou met'ft him in thegrove. 
If milk thou k)v*fl, with lillics from the brook, 486 
";Soft leaves, and felted herh;^ge feed thy flock : 
Hence ftung with thirft to the clear rills they hajftc, 
Hence are their fwelling dugs more tightly brac'd, 
-$Vhile in the mi& remains the fiivoury tafte. 490 

478. Tbo' nvhtie thy ram.'] If the tongue of the-rftm \it 
4)lack or fpeckled (fays Varro) the lanibs will be of the fame 
jcolour. Sec Ariftotlc of aniraals to the fame purpofc. 
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Some, wlicn the kWs their dains tOQ deeply drain, 
TJieir tender laouths with flcely bits reftrain. 
Their morning-milk the peafants prefs at night. 
Their evening bear to town, when dawns the light; 
Or in the nuis, with fparing hand* they pour 495 
The tafteful ikk, imd keep for winter ftore. 

Nor be it thy laft care thy dogs to breed ; ' 
With fattening whey the vigorous maftiff feed^ 
And Sparta's race': thus, fhould the thief invade. 
Or wolf, thy fold, when night extends her ihade^ 500 
Or roving robber from th* Iberian rocks ; 
Thefe fhall repel their rage, and guard thy flocks : 
Thy hound, the wild-afs in the fylvanchace, 
Or hare, .or hart, with faithful ipeedwili trace ; 
Afl^ail the muddy cave, with eager cries, 505 

Where the rough boar in fiillen ambuih lies ; 
Prefs the tall ibg with clamours echoing ^rill^ 
To fecret toils, along th' aerial hill » 

And learn to burn within thy fhehering lOpQis, 
The fpicy cedar, and Galbanean gums i 5 10 

Beneath th* linfhifted fheds, in winding cells 
Oft ihut from day, the bloated ferpent dwells y 

497. Nor mean tfy /«/.] The poet fays but little con- 
cerning the care and breeding of dogs, or of hunttne;. Mr. 
Soraerville, in his poem cntituled the Chace, one of the beft 
produ6lions of this age, has in fomc meaiurf fuppUed the 
defea. 

4.97. N9f meM thy teU,'] Tibi cura, .lays die orig. TJW, to 
you, Mecaenas ; putting the reader in.nnind» that the poem, 
as didadlic pieces fliouid be, is addrelTed to a particular 
perfon. 
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The viper too that loves a fliady ieat. 

That feeks beneath thy roofs a fafe retreat. 

Of herds thebane, of iheep the poisonous ptfk 5^5 

Battens in (ecret o'er her darkfom neft. 

Snatchy fhepherd, ftones, quick fnatch the knotted oak. 

And quell his ftately creft with many a ftroke ; ' 

Aflail his hiffing throat, and fwelling fpires ; 

Lo ! by degrees his timorous head retires, 5 20 

And the laft orbs of his unfolded tail 

A lingering length of loofen'd volumes traiL 

Calabria's woods too breed a baleful fnake. 

With lofty breaft elate, and fcaly back. 

And with broad fpots his winding belly black : 5 25 

Who when the rivers burft their rocky bounds. 

And fonthem ftiowers bedew the vern^ grounds. 

Haunts the moift bank, and in the wat'ry bogs 

Gluts his foul paunch with fifh, and croaking frogs: 

But when keen heat the fens of moifture drains, 530 

He leaps on earth, and hiifes o'er the plains, 

513. The vifer too,^ Dn Martyn thinks the ferpenthere 
defcrihed to be that which Pliny calfs boas. This author 
affirms they grew to a prodigious bignefs, aud that a child 
w^ts found in die belly of one of them in the reign of Clau- 
dius : that they feed on cow^s milk, whence they have their 
name. The Ime a little below in the original. 

Cape faxa man^ y caperoborapaftor^ 

m 

's exactly ex]>reinve of hurry and eagemefs : there are no par- 
ticles in it ; io in the fourth Aeneid, 

Ferte citiftammas^ date tela^ impellite flammas, 

523. Calabria's f or efis.l The poet herefpeaks ofanothe 
ferpent called cberjydrusi from its living both in water, and 
on earth. 

Vol. I. M 
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While mad with thiifi, and fill'd with drear amaze 
At the fierce beam, his rolling ey«*balls blaze. 
May ne'er foft deep, on a green bank, (urpriKe, 
. Fail by feme foreft-fide, my drooping eyes, 55.5 

When caft his ikin, and ileek in youthful prime. 
Recent he rides, before the fun fublime ; 
Regardlefs of the heft, deferts his young. 
And brandifhes abroad his triple-forked tongue. 

I'll teach thee too the figns and caufes all, 540 

Of dire difeafes on the folds that fall : 
Scabs oft the flock, a foul contagion, felzl?. 
When winter hangs with icicles their fleece ; 
Or cold rains pierce, or unwafh'd fweats adhere 
Tb dieir fliorn ikins, or prickly brambles tear. 54J 
Hence in frefli currents of the cryftal wave, 
With careful hands their flocks the fhepherds lave ; 
And firft the fether of the bleating crowd. 
Floats with his moiflen'd fleece along the flood : 
Ol* bathe their limbs in bitter lees of oil, 556 

With babbles tSiat from molten filyer boil ; ^ 



' 539. BfandiJbeT.I Micare in its true and natural fignificai- 
tion relates t» any quick motion. So Virgil, micat auribtu\ 
and CSdero, digtfu micare ; of fhat old game (b common in 
Italy of darting out their fingers,, and gu€ffing ^t the number 
of thefe darted out each time, fo often mentioned % others of 
the Roman writers. Holds worth. 

542. Scabs pft tbeflock,'\ Columella remarks, that a flieep 
as foon as it is flieared, fhould be anointed with a mixture of 
the juice of lupines, the lees of old wine, and the dregs* of 
oil, in equal quantities ; and be wa(hed four days afterwards 
in the fea, or in rain water falted ; and quotes the authority 
of Celfus, vboafHrms that a (htep treated after this manner, 
will be free from the fcab a whole year^ and that the wool 
will be thefofter^ and the latter for it. 



Book 3. OF VIRGIL. 243 

Liv^ fulphur mix» with tar's black-ftreamingjaice. 
Or temper pitch that Ida's pines produce ; 
Or mingle, fraught with fat, the waxen jftore. 
Or fea-born fquills, with potent hellebore. 555 

But the'beft cure which fage experience knows. 
Is with a lance the ulcer to difclofe. 
Sfill grows the fore, while yet the fhepherd ftands 
Doubtful, nor dares exert his healing hands. 
And anxious happier figns of heav'n demands. 560 
But when o'er th' inmoft bones the pain hath fpread. 
On their parch'd limbs a raging fever fed. 
To quell the bleating fufferer's torrid pain. 
Pierce in the bottom- foot the throbbing vein : 
This praftife the Bifaltae, When they hafte 565 

•To Rhodope, or roam the diearlefs Dacian wafte : 
And fierce Gelonian, when, for favage food. 
He blends the milky ftrcam with horfe's blood. 

If one thou feeft affeft the cooling fhade. 
Or cropping liftlcfsly the topmoft blade ; 570 

Droop on the pl^n, with ling'ring paces wait 
Behind, and home return alone and late ; 
Soon let thy fteel remove th' infected fheep, 
LeSt o'er th' unwary flock contagion creep, 
Lefs fierce and frequent on the wintry main ^y^ 

Black whirlwinds ruih, than plagues that wafte the plain ; 
Nor iingle deaths faffice, at once they prey 
On young aud old, and fwecp whole herds away. 

567. And fierce Gdonian,'] Several northern nations at this 
time drink mare's milk mixed with bloods Pliny fays, they 
mixed millet with it. The Tartars ufe it to this day. 

M 2 
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This truth to know, th* aerial Alps behold^ 

And meads thro' whichTimavus' flreamsarerolPd; 580 

And Noric clifTs with fpiry caftles crown'd ; 

Lo ! wafte and wild the plains appear around : 

Ev'n now deierted ilands the ihepherd's ftate. 

And far and wide the lawns are defblate. 

Here (prung of old by fickly gales begot, 585 

A jdagut with all the fires of autumn fraught. 

Which flew the beaib that range the field orwood, 

Defil'd the frelbnefs of the cryftal flood. 

And fcorch'd with balefal breath the grafly food. 

Strange kind of death ! for when the parching pain 590 

Had ihrunk the limbs, and throbb'd in every vein, 

A poisonous humour flow'd from all /the frame« 

Till every bone one putrid mafs became. 

Before the flirine, in fnowy fillets dreft^ 

And holy bands^ the confecrated beall 595 

JPell, and prevented oft the lingering prieft. 



I 



579. This truth to knonv,'] The fcnfc is, if any one knows 
what (bit of places thefe were, when they were full of cattle, 
be may now fee them empty, tho* it is a long time fince the 
peftilence. Servius. 

$to, 'Tbepaflures'wbereTimaPuui'',] Timavusisa riverof 
Carniola. 

581. Afid Nmc cliffs, 1 Nortcum was a region of Germany 
bordering on the Alps. 

5? 5, Here Jprung of oldJ\ We now enter upon the delebni*' 
ted defcription of the plague. Virgil puts forth all bis 
flrength to endeavour to excel Lucretius's fixth book on the 
plague at Athens. Neither can I think he' has fo far excelled 
bis roafter (for fuch he was) asfome critics imagine. Manjr 
hints in this defcription are borrowed from Tnucydides hit 
f;unous account of the plague at Athens. 
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Or if he funk beneath the i^tal ftroke, 

Lo ! on the ihrine, his entrails fail to fmoke ; . 

No more, mifled by many a doabtful fign. 

The prophet can the dark erent divine ; 600 

While fcarce the knife with, the hint tipdore reekt^ , 

Nor the thin gore the fandy farface ftreaks. 

O'er llow'ry meads> or at the plenteous ftall, . 

In lifelefs heaps, th^ calves and heifers fall. 

The gentle dogs run mad ; the fick'ning fwine 605 

Pant with thick coughs, with fwelling quiniies pine. 

The vi£lor horfe, forgetful of his food. 

The palm renounces, and abhors the flood : 

By fits, he ftamps the ground with eager feet. 

While from his body burlls a doubtful fweat, 610 

That flood in icy drops, as death appeared ; 

I^s parch'd hide to the touch is rough and hard. 

Thefe iigns at firfl his future fate prefage ; 

But as the ipreading pel): improv'd its rage. 

With ianguine beams fieroe glow'd his ardent eyes, 61^5 

And heav'dhisjftruggUng breath with groans and fighs; 

607. *rhe inSfor borfeS] InfeJix fiudiorum n the original is 
an exprefHon refembling laeta laborum, viHus animi,Jhrjiima» 
• ius laborum. Read the defcrtption of thefe fymptoins from 
0iis line to fauces fremit ajfera lingua z fee how nobly the poet 
acquits himfelf on a fubjefi, fo exceeding difficult to be de- 
fended, and let us compare it with a iiugularly fine one in 
Lucretius of the fame kind : 

Periurhata animi mens in moerore metuque \ 
Trifle Jiiperciliumifuriof us 'vultus^ Sf acer^ 
SollicttaeporrOf phnaeque fonoritms aures : 
Creberjpiritus, aut ingens, raroque coortus, 
Tefiuiafputaf ntinutaj croci continffa colore j^ 
Salfaque per fauces raueas *vix edita tuffi* 

M 3 
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Of blood black torrents from his noftfik fyaag. 

To the fwoln palate clove his furry tongue. 

Some have at firft with fhort fnccefs apply^ 

PoQT*d thro' an horn, Lenaeus' purple tide ; 620 

3ut foon frefh fuel to the growing flame 

It gave, and death the medicine becaxae : 

While, with bare teeth, their limbs all batfa'd in gore, 

Ev'n in the bitereft dying pangs they tore. 

O crown, ye gods^ a pious people's pray'r, 625 

And let the bad alone fo dire an error (hare. 

Lo ! while he toils the galling yoke beneath. 

Foaming black blood, the bullock finks in death : 

The penfive hind thebrothcr-fteer relieves. 

Who faithful for his loft companion grieves, 630 

And the fix'd (hare amid the furrow leaves. 



62s. The bullock Jinks, "] How cxquifitely beautiful is the 
paufe in thisverfe at the word gemitus ! it triftis aratery by 
the very melancholy flow of the vords places the action of the 
ploughman full in ouv fight : the next line proceeds as (low as 
pollible, confining of all fpondees, 

Moerentem abjungem frjoJtenm morte jumencum, 

' The circumftance of th^ brother heifer grieving is moft ten- 
derly imagined. If on umhrae aUwummmorwn is an imitation 
of Lucretius, where the dam is lamenting her calf that was 
facriiiced. 

ffec ieneraefedicesy aique herbae tore vigentesg 
Fluminaque uUa queuntfummis lahentia ripis 
Oble^are animum fubitamque advert ere curam* L. «• 

It was upon reading thefe exqulfite lines, that Scaliger de* 
clared, he had rather have been the author of them, than to 
have been the firft favourite of Craefus or Cyrus. I wi(h 
there was no fcntiment in Scaliger's works more extravagant 
thanthis. 
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Nor graffy mead» nor ihade of lofty grove. 

The mournfal mate's affiidled mind can move : 

Nor yet from rocks delicious ilreams that roll 

As amber clear, can footh his ibrrowing r<^al : 655 

His flanks flow4qoie ; his eyes grow dim and dead ; 

And low to e^th he bears his heavy head. 

Ah ! what avails their ceafel^^ u&ful toil I 

What boots it to have torpfd the flubbom ibii ? 

Yet ne'er choice MaQc wines debauched their tafle» 640 * 

Ne'er did they riot in the rich repaid ; 

Their food is leafy bronze, and nature's grafs^ 

Their draught frefli rills that thro' the meadows pafi^ 

Or torrents rufhing from the rocky deep ; 

Nor care difturbs their falutary fleep. " 645 

Then cars w^^ftiJ^wri, whilp f^?dtK* aqcirftp^n'd kine. 

By ill-pair'd buffaloes, to Juno's flinne- 

And men with harrows toil'd tp til) the p|/un; 

Ev'n with their nails dug in the golden g^ijdn ; 

The rattling waggon's galling yoke fuftkin'd, 65 Q 

And up the rocky ileep l^borio\is ft|rain!d» 

The wily wplf, np .^pj^ ^y b]???S?^ fepl^^ 

With fecret fliep explores thejoightly fold. 

Deers herd with hounds, and leave their fylvan feat. 

And feek with man to find a fefe r^tre«i.t : 655 

Thick on the ilhpres, like fliipwreck'd qorfes caft, 

Appear the finny race pf pc^an va^ ; 

Th* affrighted Phocae to the rivers hafle. 

65ft. The ivilytwolf,'] Obfcrye thefe circumftanccs of the 
wolves prowling no more, becaufe iacricr ilium cura domat^ 
and the deer wandering near the dwellings of men. 

656. On tbeJboresJ] Virgil, *tts obferved, exprefsly con^ 

M 4 tradi^ 
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His cave no more to ihield the fnake avails ; 
Th' afloniih'd hydra dies, ereding all his fcaks. 660 
Ev'n their own ikies to birds unfaithful prove, 
Headlong they fall, and leaves their lives above ; 
Nor change of pafture could relief impart ; 
Defbudive proves each vain attempt of art : 
Chiron, Melampus healing herbs, no more, 665 

Fathers of iacred medidne explore : 
*Pi£phone, from heU let loofe to light. 
Before her drives Difeafes and Aiixight ; 
Still day by day more huge the fiend appears, 
TiUliigh to tieav'n her horrid head ihe rears : 6jo 

tradifls Ariftotle, who afTerts^ that peftUential difeafes never 
afte6l fifties. 

660. 71f* aflomJS*d fydra*"] I know not a ftronger image in 
any poet whatever, than this of the ferpents dying with their 
fcale$ ere£l and Stiffened : attoniti (which is a moft expreiTive 
word in thi^ place) fquamis aftantibus hydri ! 

The poet brings into his fubjefl the inhabitants of every 
element, making as it were all nature afFe£led with this dread « 
ful plague. ' 

665. Chiron^ Milampus,'] The poet does not mean that 
the plague happened in the days of Chiron and Melampua, 
but that the very beft phyficians acknowledged their ikill 
ufelels in this cafe. Particulars are named for generals. Ln - 
cretius ipeaks peribnally of the art of phyfic, which has a fino 
effca. 

•— Mj^^tf/ /isn'MMisDiciNA thmre. 

C67. Ttfipbomfrom belL'] The figure of Tifiphonc driving 
before her a train of difeafes and fear, is nobly Conceived. It 
puts one in mind of that exalted image in Hibakok, where 
the prophet fpeaking of Jehovah in his wrath, fays, ** Before 
him w^nt the peftilence." The circumAance of the fury Ti- 
fiphone*s growing every day larger and larger, is truly ad- 
mirable, as it fo juftly alludes to the daily increafe of the 
peffilence. 
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While lowings loud, and many a moamful bleat. 
The withering banks and hanging hills repeat : 
At length whole herds to death at once fhe fweeps. 
High in the flails fhe piles the loathfome heaps ; 
JDirc fpeftacle ! till fage experience found 67^ 

1 

To bury deep the carrion in the ground. 
Ufelefs their hides ; nor from the flefh the Hame 
Could purge the filth, nor ilreams the favour tame. 
Nor could their (kins fupply the woolly ftore, 
O'ergrown with fcabs, and ftifF with many a fore : 680 
Wove from fuch fleeces thofe who wore a vefl. 
Were with foul fweats, and burning fpots opprefs'd ; 
Till thro' the limbs diffus'd, th* infatiate flame 
With dire contagious touch confum'd the putrid frame* 

6y%, The ixjttkering banhs,^ What can be more pathetic 
than the circumftance ot the hills perpetually echoing vrithth« 
mournful bleatings of the iheep, &:c. 

C74. She piles.'] That is Tifiphone $ making this fury the 
agent, and continuing to perfonify her. 

683. Tb* infatiate flame."] Some imagine that by facer 
ignis an eryfipelas or St. Antbony^s fire may be nieanf. But 
perhaps y2irfr may mean accurfed^ or dhrffid — ai^i facta 
James — facer eflo. I cannot agree with many critics, that 
Virgil hath on the whole eiccelled his mailer Lucretius in hit 
defcription of the plague. There are feveral flrokes of the 
ilrongeft painting, and the deepeft pathetic in Lucretius's 
iixth book ; which fixth book, by the way, feems but an odd 
^and imperfefl condufion of his work. 



The End of the Third Georcic. 
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BOOK the Fourth. 



ARGUMENT. 

Having treated of many ethfr animals together in the 
foregoing book, the poet feleSIs a Jingle creature for 
theJuhjeSl ofthis^ and devotes a whole book to the 
defcription of the wonderful bee. It is divided inta 
eight parts. I. Of a proper Ration for bees. IL 
Of their gathering honey ^ their fwarmsy and their 
battles. IIL Of two fpecies of hees. IV. Of their 
wifdom^ civil prudence^ governmenty and republic. 
V. Of the time of taking their honey. VI. Of the 
difeafis incident to bees^ with thefigns andthe remedies 
cffuch difeafes. VII. Of the method of repairing 
the race of bees when the whole breed is loft. VIII. Of 
AriftauSy the author of this method of repairing a flock 
of bees \ his aduersturewitb Proteus ^ thereafons Pro-- 
teus affigus to Ariftaus for his lofs^ which artfully in^ 
troduce the ftory of Orpheus and Eurydice : with 
whofe unhappy fate the poet eondudes his confummatc 
work. 
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NEXT heavenly honey, and ambrofial dew». 
This too Maecenas hear ! my fong purfues ; 
Great wonders of an inie£b-race imparts. 
Their manners, mighty leaders, arms, and arts ; 
The fabjed trivial, but not low the praife, fj 

If heav'n fhoidd Tmile, and Phoebus aid the lays. 

Firft for your bees a fhelter'd ilation find. 
Impervious to the gufts of rufhing wiml ; 



Ver. I. Hon^J] The poet calls honey fleriai and bea^enfy, 
according to the opinion of ^he .old i)hiloro|)hers,.iw^ bie- 
lieved that it was (ierived from f he dew of heaven.* ' Tliit 
heavenly dew they thought was received by the flowers,- aiid 
theiice gathered by the bees. Every reader of tafte j)erceiv«ir 
how Virgil exalts and dignifies thefe wonderful iiue6b, by 
a{crtbii|g to theni thro* this whole book, the mapners, 
paiHonSj and a6^ions of men. I have before faid, that the 
chara£(eriftic of this book Is elegance, and of the former^ 
fublimity. Virgil has borrowed moft of his obfervations 
upon b^s from Varro, and Ari(totle*s treatiie of animals. 

Modem 
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Rude blafts permit them not, as wide they roam, 

-^ o bring their food and balmy ^reafures home, lo 

To tread the (Weets of neighboring flow'r* forbid 

The fportfal lambkin^ and exulting kid ; 

Nor ipringing herbs let roving heifers cru(h> 

Nor nibbling fheep the moroing dew-drops brufh. 

Nor fcaly lizards near their walls be found, 15 

> or ravenous birds, nor merops flit around. 

Nor Progne, markt her brcaft with hands of bloo4 i 

Each wandering infe6k they deftroy for food, 

Arreft the laboring bees, alufcious prey. 

And to th' expedbmt hungry nefts convey. 20 

But near, let fountains fpring, and rivulets pais, 

Meand'ring thro' the tufts of mofs and grafs ; 



Modern philofophy has cleared up many m^ftakes wtudi 
^efe ancients fell into, with regard to bet$ and other ani- 
ihals. 

II.' SfM fill lambkin J\ Which puts me in mind of thofc 
fweet lines oC Euripides , Htppol. Coron .73. 

An. author (whofe meaneft praife is his critical tafie and judg- 
«)^t)*iiiiicadof i^Mw in the laft verfie, would read aecyo^* 
iiihtcatt neAfHt the nfirmU bee. 

Jortin on Ecdefiai^ical Hift. 3^7. vol. a. 

i6. ^emer9psJ] Ayiaflevy or Bee-eater^ h ibaped like a 

king^ikhcr. It is about' the dze of a black-bird. Frogne the 

daughter of Pandion was turned into a fwallowy which has the 

teathcrt of tit brcaft ftaiacd with red, , 
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Let fpreading palm before the portal grow. 

Or olive wild his fheltering branches throw ; 

That when the youthful fwarms come forth to play, aj 

Beneath the vernal fun's unclouded ray. 

The kings may lead them to this cool retreat, 

Where flow'ry banks invite,and boughs defend from heat. 

Haft thou a living rill, or flagnant lake, 

With willows and huge ilones tlie waters break ; 36 

On which the wanderers fafely may alight. 

When rains or winds retard their deftin'd flight ; 

On whidi emerging from the waves, may land, 

And their wet wings to tepid funs expand. 

Let caffia green and thyjtie fhed fweetiiefs round, < 35 

Savoury, and ftrongly-fcented mint abound^ ' 

Herbs that the ambient air with fragrance fill ; 

While beds of violets drink the frefhening nlL 

Wheth. r your hive you frame of woven boughs. 
Or rear with pliant bark the concave houfe, 40 



23. Palm.'] Dr. Martyn obferves that the palm -tree is of 
ieveral forts ^ but believes the fpecies cultivated in Italy (and 
confequently that meant in this place) to be the date* tree. 

27. This cool retreat.] Milton has an expreffion of the fame 
nature vti\hbofpitiisfrondentitfus in Comus, 

■ ■ T o lodge 
Under ^t l^readrngfaFvottr of thefe pines. 

30. tniloavs,] In the original tranfver/as falices, Vam> 
would have a fmall (Iream near the apiary not above s or 9 
fingers deep, with feveral (hells or fmall ftones (landing a little 
above tlie furface of the water, that the bees may drink. 

3^. Savoury.] The tbymbra of the ancients is generally 
thought, fays br. Martyn, to be fome fpecies of fatureia, at 
jOvQurj. Serpyllum b ^ild tbymf^ Ca^a is not rofmarji as 
fome have iuppofcd* 
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Strait be its entrance ; left the varying year 

Congeal the golden combs with frofl fevere. 

Or melt the mafs in fommer's fcorching beams ; 

Baneful alike to bees are both extremes, 

l^or this around the chinks, by nature led^ 4^ 

Soft wax and flow'rs and fucus thick they fpread : 

For this their ftores with potent glews enrich. 

More tough than bird-lime orldean pitchy 

And oft in caverns, as tradition tells. 

They fix their bower, and form their fecret cells ; 5# 

Oft in cIdPt ftones their hoarded fweets are laid. 

Or mofs-green oaken tnrnkA with age deoay'd* 

Thou too with mn^ die cbiAky fiides o'erlay. 

And thinlyihad^.thcm with the leafy fpray. 

Nor by their walls let yews ttnwhoUt)me£row, 55* 

Nor let the red'ning crabs in eno^bers glow. 

Ne'er truft them near the fen, or ftagnate flood, 

If^r rank pemidotts 4ench.<>f raking mud. 

Nor where the voice &om hollow rocks rebounds. 

And hill to hill peturas the mimic founds, 60 

- ^or what remains, when the bright fun hathdnv'A 

'Pale. wint;er down, and op'd the fmiling heav'n 

With cloudlefs luftre, ftrait abroad they rove. 

Around each lawn, around eaeh verdant grove. 

And iip the purple flowers, and lightly fkim 6^ 

yVcrofs the dij^ipled brook and river's brim : 

56, Tie red*nwg criibs,'] This muft found very odd to mo- 
dern readers. The Kdmans were wont to burn crabs to aflies^ 
.and ufed tbe^n^ps a remedy for fcalds and burns. • 

61. The poet proceeds to fpeak of the.fwarming of beea^ 
and points out the method of making them fettle* 
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Hence inexpreffive fondnefs fiOs their breaft. 
For their young progeny and ri£ng neft ; 
With joy their waxen labours they renew. 
Thickening to honey their nedbu^ous dew. 70 

Burit from their cells if a young troop be ieen. 
That faiia exulting through the blue ferene, 
Driv'n by the winds, in clouds condensed and dark, 
Obferve them doTe, the padis they fteer remark ; 
They feek frelh fountains, and duck ihady bowers, 7^ 
'Tis then the time to fcatter fragrant flowers, 
Bruis'd baum, and vulgar cerinth ijpread around. 
And ring the tinkling brafs, and iacred cymbals ibund : 
They'll fettle on the medicated feats. 
And hide them in the chambers' UA retreats. So 

77. Cerintb^ 5tc.] I'rita meli/pbyOa, ei ceruitbae ignM^ 
grameu^ lavs the original. Dr. Martyn, who is very accu- 
rate and full in explaining the botanical part of the Georgics, 
lays, that the ftrft plant feems to be a coBtnu^n of m^9^ 
pbyUon \ and that the defcription of it agrees very well witfi 
the tnelija or beum^ a common herb in me Englifli gardens. 

Cerinthe (which is derived from jpifeior, a beney-cmnb) is the 
ceriwthe fiaifQ fiore a^imry or yeibw fiowered boaiy'tuwrU 
Theftalks are about the thicknefs of one*s finger, round, < 
imootb, whiteiih, and divided into leveral branches. The 
leaves embrace theftalks and branches with their baies, and 
diminiOi gradually to a. point. They are of a Uueifh colour 
marked with white fpots, fet on both fides with prickles, and 
neatly indented. Dr. Martyn in his quarto edition has givepi 
a beautiful print of the cerinthe finely coloured. 

78. Cymbals.'} Ttnmtvfyui cie, &c. This cuftom isftill ufed. 
Ariftole mentions it likewife, and queftions whether thoy 
hear or not, and whether it be delight or fear that cayfes the 

• bees to be quieted with fuch noifes. For my own part I be* 
Jieve it to be of A9 manner of &nri€C in this cafe. 
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Bot if intent on war they feek the foe, 
^wixt two cpntending kings when difcords glow. 
The peoples' troubled minds yoa foon prefage, 
'Burning for battle, fwoln with eager rage ; 
Hark ! a rough clangor calls the hofts to arms, 85 
A voice, like the deep trumpet's hoarfe alarms f 
Furious they meet, and brandifhing their wings^ 
Fit all their claws, and fharpen all their ^ngs ; 
Around their monarch's high pavilion croud. 
And call the lagging foe with fhoutings loud. 90 

Now when a day ferene and bright they gain. 
From the vext city rufii both battles main ; 
Dire is the conflidi, loud refounds the iky, 
• Clofe in one cinfter they contend on high, 
And headlong fall, aa thick as clattering hail, 95 

Or acorns ftrew^ from fhaken oaks, the vale. 
The kings fhine glorious 'mid the thickeft war. 
And mighty fouls in narrow bofoms bear : 
Stedfaft in fight, unknowing how to yield. 
Till thefe or ihok fprfake the deathful field. 100 

Thefe fierce contentions, this pernicious fray, 
A little dufl flung upwards wiU allay. 



S5. Hofls to arms J] This battle js defcribed with as much 
'Ipiritandftrength, and the fury of the combatants is painted 
in terms as bold and ma}dlic, as if it were an engagement 
between the ereateft heroes. One cannot but obl'erve how 
Virgil exalts his bees by giving them all the warlike appa- 
ratus of an army. Such are the expreffion s ■ 
Aitris rauci ceanry Jficukif and fraetvrm^ magnifque *vocmMi 
eiamoribus b$/femy fir nudias acus} trumfuot portu ■ ■ 

"X^ncurritwr^ 
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When now both chiefs have left the doubtful ftrife. 

The vanquifli*d wretch muft yield his forfeit life ; 

Left he confume the ftores, an afelefs drone ; 105 

While uncontrolled the vi€tor mounts the throne. 

Two different kinds of regal bees, behold, - 

The better bears a coat that glows with gold ; 

More delicate proportions grace his frame, 

And radiant fcales o'er all his body flame : no 

While in the other^ floth*s foul hues prevail. 

Groveling he fcarce his breadth of paunch can trail. 

Alike a different form the people wear, 

Thefe fqualid to the fight, and rough appear : 

As when the traveller, all {pent with thirft. 

Spits from parch'd lips the froth-attemper'd doft. 115 

The better race refulgent hues unfold, 

Bedropt with equal fpots of gliftening gold ; 

At ftated feafons, thefe (hall plenteous pour 

Prom their fwoln combs the fweet neftareous fliow'r ; • 

Yet pure as fweet, and potent to diffiife i zo 

New flavours mild o'er Bacchus' harflier juice. 

115. Spits from farcb'd /i/x.] Tis obfcrvable that this it 
tl^ only low, or droll image, that Virgil hath admitted into 
the Georgics j fo careful was he of keeping; up a dignity and 
majefty throughout his poem. Philips in his Cyder, has 
not always followed this judicious example : witneistlie fol- 
lowing paiTagcs, bordering on builefque. 

AUoo thy furious maftifF—— 

Blind bayard rather Add to thefe inftances, 

the bag- piper, and the defcription of a fwain eating a beau* 
tiful apple whofe infide is decayed ; whole furprize, to heigh* 
ten the riciicule by a pompous fimile, is compared to an army 
marching over flowery meadows under which are cavernsfilJed 
with gun-powder« This is more like Cervantes than Virgil. 
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But when tke fwarms in aetker idly play^ 
And from their emptied hives uncertain flxay ; 
From the vain ijport their giddy minds reilrain. 
Nor great, to check the fugitives^ the pain : izf 

Be it thy care, from thefe high reverenc'd kings, 
Condudors of their flight, to dip the wings ; 
The troops to march without their leaders fear. 
Nor dare the ftandard from the camp to bear. i }• 

Let gardens gay, with iaffirpn flowers, invit^ 
The fickle wanderers, and retard their flight : 
Safe let them live beneath Priapus' eye> 
Whofe hook rapacious birds an4 robbers iy^ 
And let the fwain iv^ho makes the hiv« his cafe, 135 
Sweet thyme and pinips frofn th^ fleep mountaips bear^ 
^Jior fhould himfeif refufe, their flraw-built houijb 
Far round to |hade with thickly-woven bo^ughs ; 
Himfeif fhould plant the fpreading greens, ai»d ppur 
Thick o'er the thirfling beds the friendly fhpw*i:. 140 
: ^ndhere, but t^at I haflen to the fhore, 
Frepar'd .to ilrike my ;^s^ and launch no more ; 
Perhaps the gardens* culture I might praife. 
Teach doubly-fruitful Paeflom's foje to raife; 
How celeri and endive love to grow 145 

On verdant banks where gufhing rivulets flow ; 



145. Htnju celeru"] Thefe cxquifite lines make us wifli the 
poet had enlarged upon the fubjeft of gardening. We have 
no poem on it but an infipid one of F. Rapin, written in pure 
Latin indeed, but with no poetical fpirit, and indeed I think: 
not comparable to an old fragment of Columella on this iub^ 
|e^. Coniidering the many great improvements made in 
this fcicDce, perhaps the garden jls the prop«reft and moft 

fruittiil 
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How beft the creeping ^cucumber may fwell ; 

Nor dafiadil's late bloom would fail to tell ; 

Acanthus' bending ilalks» nor ivy hoar, 

Nor myrtles green, that love the breezy fhore. 150 

For once beneath Oebalia's lofty towers. 

Where black Galefus thro' rich paftores pours. 

An old Corycian yeoman I beheld, 

Jjord of a fmall hereditary field. 

Too poor to nouriih ihee|>^ or fatning kine, 155 

The golden com, or BaccJms' joyous vine ; 

Yet he thin fallads 'mid tht buihy grojand. 

And vervain planted, and white lillies lound ; * 

And late at eve returning hpme to reft, ^ 

His frugal board with unbtought dainties blefl, 160 > 

Nor wifh'd to be the rlcheft monarch's gueil. i 

f 

ruitful fubjefl for a dida£Uc poem of any whatfi>e¥fr. Eipe" 
cially as this art hath been lately fo much improved by Mr* 
Kent, who with great taile hath banifhed the regular, ftrait 
waUc«» Dutch work, «nd unnatuial uniformity tocroerly fo 
much admired. 

151. Once."] Who that reads this, fays Dr. Trapp, de^ifes 
not the wealth, and pities not the perfons of all the |;reat ones 
upon earth ? 

1^8. Lillies J] The original is, albaque circumlUia. 7*ho* 
the white lilly be the moft common fpecics of that flower, 
among us, yet it was the moft celebrated, and bed known 
amon^ the ancients. Thus Virgil does not produce the epi^ 
thettf&tf in this place, without reafon. In other paffages our 
poet has taken care to inilft on the whitenefs of the lilly 5 as 
. uAen. lib. 1%. 

— — Mixta fubent ubi Ma multB 
Alba rofa — • 

And Aen, 6. 
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When fpiing with flowers^ with fruits when autumn 
He firft could pull the apple, crop the rofe; XS^*» 
When winter d/ear had clove the rdcks with cold. 
And chain'd in ice the rivers as they rol Pd» i6^ 

Ev'n then acandius' tender leaves he ihear'd. 
Slow zephyr blam'd/ and a late fummer fear'd. 
He the firft fwamis could boaft and pregnant bees, 
From the full combs could richeft honey fqueeze : 
Tall were his pines and limes, and fruitful all his trees. 
Whatever buds the bending branches wore, 171 

So many fruits in autumn fwelPd his ftore. 
He too cotQd high-grown elms traniplant in row?. 
Or harden'd pear-trees from their place tranfpofe. 
Or plumbs with all their fruits, or lofty planes 175 
That fhelter'd with broad ihades the quaffing fwains, • 
But fince too narrow bounds my fong confine, 
To future bards thefe fubjedts I refign. 

Now liften while the wond'rous p6wers I fing. 
And genius giv'n to bees by heav'u's almighty king, 1 80 



— Candida circum, 
Liliafunduntur,^"^ 
170. Pines,] Columella bbferves that limes are hurtful to 
bees, but mentions the pine as agreeable to them. 

175. planes.] This relates to the Corycians having the ait 
of removing even large trees. 
■ 179. Wond^rous po^ivers,] There are many paifages in the 
Georgic, whcrcVirgil maTiages his prince's caofe with great dcx - 
terity,and at the fame time ihews an equal regard for the liberty 
and interel^ of his country \ biit certainly nothing can come up 
to the fourth book, on this head. What wonderful knowledge 
inuft that writer have had, who could ranfack all nature to find 

cmt 
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Whom in the Cretan cave they kindly fed. 

By cymbals' (bund, and clafhing armoar led, 

T'hey> they alone a general interefl ihare. 

Their young committing to the public care ; 

And all concurring to the common caufe, iS j* 

Live in fixt cities under fettled laws : 

Of winter mindful and inclement fki^s. 

In fummer hoard, for all the ftate, fnpplies : 

Alternate fome provide the nation's food. 

And fearch it o'er each foreft, field, and flood ; 190 

Some for the comb's foundations gather glew. 

And temper gums with dalFadil's rich dew ; 

Then with nice art the waxen arches bend. 

Or with nedlareous fweets the fret-work cells diilend ; 

Commidion'd fome, th' important office bear, 195 

To form the youth, the nation's hope, with care ; 



out a fpecies of infe6)s whofe conftitution might be fuppofed to 
be made up df a republic governed by a monarch ! 

This was one of the principal reafons of Virgil^s chufing die 
bees for his finifhing piece ; and this makes him fay to 
Maecenas in his introduction to it, 

Adntiranda tibi Upturn Jpe^acula rerum. 

You will foon fee to whom the wonders are applicable, which 
I relate of thefe little creatures. How fine a compliment was 
it to the Roman people, and their prince, to (hew that the bees 
had their laws (upon which all their happinefs was founded) 
by inspiration from Jupiter, and their prince from the fame 
fource ! Bbnson. 

1 80. King.^ The poet here infinuates, that Jupiter gave the 
bees a decree of reaion, as a reward for their feeding hiro, 
when an mfant, with honey, while he was concealed in a cave 
fivm bis father Saturn. 
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Some, by joint compad, at the city's gate 

latent, and watchfal of heaven's changes, wait> 

Exanune ev'ry motion of the ikies. 

What fhowVs approach, what dorms or winds Srife ; 

Or eafc the burdened laborers limbs, or drive 201 

The drones, a race of fluggards, from the hiv^ ; 

The crowded dome with toil intenfely glows. 

And from the breathing fweets a blended fragrance flow,^ 

As when Jove^s bolts to frame, the Cyclops fweat, 205 

The rough and ftubborn ore fubdne with heat. 

While chiming hammers in jnft order beat ^ 



198. Intent, and ivatcbfuL'] Vanicre, in his book on the 
management of bees, relates the following Ixtraordinaty cir- 
cumftance, which he fays he takes from M. Maraldi, Hifloire 
de r Academu RojaU de Sciences, z 6 Uov, 171a. fur Us abeil" 
les^ p. 299. ' 

Excubias ^igilumfaUens, impune penates 
Cum femelintrajfet Umax comutus, eofque 
^urparet fiuidae crajb lentore faUvae $ 
Obflupuere domi gerulum, Jfimulifque frequent es 
Invafere fero retrabentem corpus ab iSuf 
Sequefuae 'valh tefiete, fPumifiiue tegentem \ 
Jrritajam cum tetaforent \ apis ad^ocaf artes 
Ingeniofafuas ; et cerae prodiga totam 
Jncruftat cocbleam\ monftrum fatale recondens 
Hoc 'veluti tumulo, ne tetrum afflaret odor^m. 

Praedii Ruftici, lib. xi^ p. ft 57. 

This is an inftance, if it be true, of more aftonifhing fagacity 
than any mentioned by Virgil. 

205. Cyclops,'] Pope obferves with fine tafte on this 
pkffage: " That the ufe of the grand ftyle on little fubje^Vs, 
18 not only ludicrous, but a fort of tranfgreilion againft the 
rules of proportion and mechanics s I believe, now I am up- 
on this head, it will be found a juft obfervation, that the low 
actions of life cannot be put into a figurative ilyle without be- 
ing 
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Some tarn the weighty mafs with griping tongs. 

While others heave the puffing beIlow«' lungs» ^-^ 

Or the red bars in hiffing water lave, 2ie 

Deep Aetna groans below, thro' many an echoing cave : 

No lefs (fmall things with greater to compare) 

Toil the Cecropian bees with ceafelefs care ; 

£ach knows his tafk : the oU their towns attend. 

Shape their nice cells, their daedal works defend ; 2 1 5 

But late at evening thofe of youthful prime 

Return fatigu'd, their thighs furcharg'd with thyme j ' 

They prey on arbutes, willow buds devour. 

Sweet caflia, and the fafFron's glowing flow'r ; 

Prom fruitful limes iip rich mellifluous dew, 220 

And fuck foft hyacinths of purple hue. 

All reft together, all together toil : 

At morn they ruih abroad, the flow'rs to fpoil ; 

When twilight evening warns / them to their home, 

With weary wings and heavy thighs they come, 225 

And crowd about the gate, and mix a drowfy hum. 

At laft, into their inmoft chambers creep. 

And filent lie diffolv'd in balmy deep. 

•ng ridiculoas, but things natural can. Metaphors raife the 
latter into dignity, as we fee in the Georgics $ but throw the 
former into ridicule, as in the Lutrin. I think this may be 
very well accounted for $ laughter implies cenfiire^ inanimate 
and irrational beings are not obje^ of cenfure i therefore 
thete may be elevated as much as you pleafe, and no ridi- 
cule follows : but when rational beings are reprefented above 
their real chara£ier, it becomes ridiculous in art, becaufe it.is 
vicious in morality. The bees in Vhrgil^ were they rational 
beings, would be ridiculous* by having their anions repre* 
ftnted on a level with creatures fb fuperior as men ; fince it 
would imply folly or pride, which aie the proper objefts of 
ridicule." Pope, Poftfcript to the Odyffey. 
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When Eurus blows^ or gathering winds impend. 
The ikies they trull not, nor their flights extend ; 239 
But drink of ilreams that flow their city nigh. 
Work near the walls, and Ihort excuHions try ; 
Poize their light bodies like a bsdlanc'd boat, 
With fands, as through tempeftooUs air they float. 
But chief, this circumftance may wonder move, 235 
'I'hat none indulge th' enfeebling joys of love, 

136. Enftehling joys rf love."] Vanicre, who received new 
lights on this fubjcfl from the obfervations of modern philo* 
fophere, ddcribes the queen laying her eggs in the following 
manner : 

Exflorans paritura taros rsglna paraiQs \ 
Inferit atvelh caput y ut ^ae nixibusedetf 
Vnis ovapanns deponatjingula nUii* 
Circumfiat ftipata cobors, uteroque dolentem 
Reginam mulcet pennis ; et murmure blanda 
Horiatur duros partus tolerare labotes» 
Ilia r^tre grndiens, oFverfo corpore mdos, 
Ingreditur \ parientem abdit/exangula cera ; 
Turba mintftra^ tamenpennes limina t£ft/as 
Explicate obducens faetae quafi *veia parenlif 
firgiuibus tantum pudor atque modejiia cofdi eft* 

Praedii Rufticiy lib. 14. pag. ft6o« 

237. FeeLI The modem philofophers mc much better 
acquainted with the nature of infefbs, than were Ariftotle or 
Theophraflus, from whom Virgil borrowed largely in bit 
account of bees. They aflert and prove that no animal (nay 
no plant) is produced without a concurrence of the two fexes, 
and that confequently equivocal generation is an idle and moft 
groundhfs opinion. See ReM de infeSUs^ and the works of 
Linnaeus. With regard to the generation of bees, I fliall 
prefent the reader with a large but entertaining extraft from a 
French author lately publiflied. The matter of the treatiie is 
taken from the works of the learned Mr. Maraldi, and Mn 
de Reaumur, and is flung into a fprightly dialogue. 

It begins with a general view of the hive. The claf< 
hive reprefents a city of (ixteen or eighteen thouiand inha* 

bi^aoti 
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!None pangs of child-birth fed, but leaves among» 
Aud fragrant fiow*r$» they gather all their young ; 



'Vtants. This (*ity is a monarchy, confifting of a queer^ 
of grandees, foldiers, artizans, porters, houfes, ftrect>, 
ga^es, magazines, and a moft ftri£l civil policy. The queen 
d^'ellst in a palace in the inner part of the city ; forae of the 
cells (which i-un perpendicular from the top of the hive) are 
larger than the reft, and belong to thofe, who after the 
queen, hold the fii-lt rank in the commonwealth 5 the othern 
arf inhabited by the common people. The cells are all 
publick buildiiigs, which belong to the fociety in common ; 
for among rtiis people there is no mettm nor fuum. Some 
cells are- ctefe magazines for a ftore of lioney 5 others for the 
daily nourifhment of the labouring bees 5 others aredeftin^d 
to receive eggs, and to lodge the worm from which the young 
bee fprings. 

In the hive there isufuaHy but one queen, fix or eight hun- 
dred, or even a thoufand mates called drones, and from fif- 
'teen to fixteeh thoufand or upwards, of bees without fex^ 
who carry on the whole policy and manufaflure of the hive* 
The raothcr-bee, or the queen-mother, is the foul of the 
■community, am! but for her, every thing would languifh/( 
when (he h fecreted from the hive, the other bees lofe all 
care -of pofterity, and make neither honey nor wax, fo that 

the city foon becomes ddblsfte and empty. The reft of the 

bees pay her the moll dutiful refpe^f, and follow her whei^e- 
ever fhe gois, or is carried from home. Her lubje^ls per- 
fonn their fevcral fun«5lions without any inftru6^tions, ^nd 
withcfut giving her the lealt trouble. Her only bufinefs is to 
people the hive ; and this ihe fulfils fo peife^lly, as well to 
ilefeive the molf honourable of all political titles, that of 
Fartnt of jjer country^ To merit the love of her fubjeils, 
"^tis neceffary rtie fhculd produce from ten to tweUe thoufand 
children in the fpace of feven weeks, and one year with 
another, from thirty tc forty thoufand. She is eafily diftin- 
gui/lrd from the 'Other l">ees, by the form of her body, which 
is longer and flenderer. Her wirgs are (lionter, in propor- 
tion to her length : In the other bees, they cover the whole 
^body ; in her ttey terminate about half way, at the third 
Vol. I. N ring 
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.'3Iencc their great king and citizens create, 

^nd build their waxen jrealms, and courts of ilate. 240 

mng of her trunk. She has like the reft, a fting and bladder 
r of poifon j but is with much more difficulty provoked to vie 
. them $ though when ihe does, the wound is larger and much 
v^more painfuL 

The drones, or the thoufand huibands of this Tingle queen, 
are found in ^ie hire only from the beginning of May to the 
rCnd of July, Their number increafes every day during that 
fpace of time, and is greateftwhen the queen Is breeding 4 
: in a few days after which period ihey die a violent death. 
Their way of living is very different from the reft ; for ex- 
cepting the fmgle moment when they pay their duty to the 
-queen, they are quite idle, and enjoy a moft luxurious fare; 
' being fed only with . the fineft honey, whereas the common 
bees live in a great meafure upon wax. Thefe go out early 
in the morning, and don*t return till they are loaded with 
honey and wax, for the good of the fociety i The drones, 
^n the contrary, don^t go abroad till about eleven o'clock to 
'.{take the air, and return pun6lually about fix at night. They 
have no ilings, nor thofe long elaftic teeth with which the 
other bees vrork up the honey ; nor thofe kind of hollows, 
which ferve them for baflcets to bring it home to the hive. 
The other bees, or the manuJaSw^err (as we may call them) 
have an infinite mimber of ftrange particularities about them, 
rfof which we can only impart a few to the reader. 

Their head feems triangular, and the point of the trian|rle 

is formed by the meeting of two long elaftic teeth, which 

:,are concave on the iniide. In the fecond and third pair of 

, their legs, is a part called the brufh, of a fquare figure, 

with its outward furface poNih'd a^nd fleek, and its inward 

hairy, like a common brufti. With thefe two inftrumcnta 

?lhey prepare their wax and honey. The materials of their 

' wax lie in the form of duft, upon the lamina of flo'vers* 

When the bee would gather this duft, (he enters into the 

-:fiowcr, and takes it up by means of her brufh, to which it 

-cafily adheres. She comes out all covered with it, fome- 

-times yellow, fometimes red, or according to the native 

^colour of the duft. If this duft be inclofed in the Capfulag of 

-a JBower, Ihe pierces the Capfulae^ with her long moveable 

4CCth|.aud then ihe gathers it. When it it quite loaded widi 

'^ duft. 
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On rugged rocks, oft as abroad they fly 
They tear their wings, (ink with their loads and die » 
Such love of flow-rs inflames their little hearts. 
So great their glory in thefe matchlefs arts. 
Tho* feven fliort years are to one race decreed^ 245 •%' 
^till they continue an exhaufliefs breed, C 

From age to age increafe, and fires to fires fucceed. Jf 
Lydian nor Medefo much his king adores, 
.Nor thofe on Nilus' or Hydafpes' ihores : 
The ftatc united flands, while he remains, 25^ 

But ihould he fall, what dire confufion reigns !• 
"Their waxen combs, and honey late their joy. 
With grief and rage diflradted, they deftroy : 
He guards the works, with awe they him furround. 
And crowd about him with triumphant found ; 25 J[ 
Him frequent on their duteous ihoulders bear. 
Bleed, fall, and die for him in glorious war. 
Led by fuch wonders, iagcs have opinM, 
That bees have portions of an heavenly mind * 



duft, fhc nibtherfelf tocoHe6^ it, androlkit up in a little 

jna(s. Sometimes .(he perforins this part of her boiineib by ' 

•the way ; fometimes (he flays till flie coraes to the hive. As. 

foon as it is formed into a ball about the iize of a grain of 

pepper, (he lodges it in her ba(ket, and returns home witli 

a joy proportionable to the quantity (he brings. The honey 

-€>i the bees is foimd in the fame place with the wax. It is 

lodged in h^tle refervoirs, placed at the bottom of the - 

'flower. 

«4i. Rugged rocks, ^ Thefc lines in the original are ccr* 
tainly mifplaced ; they feem to come in more properly, fays: 
.Martyn, after ver. T96 of the original. I am indebted for thi» 
•biervation to the learned Sir Daniel Molyneux, But. F.K. S^- 

N z 



rive, J 
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'That God pervades, and like one common foul, 260 
Pills, feeds, and animates the world's great whole ; 
That flocks, herds, beaAs, and men from him receive 
Their vital breath, in him all move and live ; 

^hat fouls difcerpt from him /hall never die, 
Bat back refolv'd to God and heaven ihall fly, 265 
And KvcJbr ever in the ftarry fky. 

When of its fweetsthe dome thou wottld*fl deprive, 

DifFufe warm-fpirted water thro* the hive, 

-Qrnoxious fmoke throV all .their dwellings drive, 

'Twice the fwect artifts plenteous honey make, 27» 
Thou twice each year th' ambrofial treafures takej 
Firft when Taygete ihews her beauteous hea<)> 
Difdatning Ocean's melancholy bed,; 
And when with fudden flight the iifli flie leaves, 
Defcending peniive to the wintry waves, 275 

JPierce rage and choler in their, bofoms glo>y, 

'With venom'd ftings they dart upon their fo?, . 

*Their fubtle poifon creeps the veins aroun49 
In fweet revenge they die upon the wound. 

^7i. Taygete."] Virgil in fpeslking of the rifing 6f Ac 
:P!eiadcs, fpeaks of them in the fingular nmnber, and that pcr- 
JbnalJy. 

Taygete Jimul us terrAs oftettdit bonejium 
Pletas 

••TIs probable, that on the ancient globes this was a diftinft 
44:onftellation from Taurus, and reprcfented by one of the 
.fifters only, that named by Virgil. Aratus and Eraftothcn©* 
both fpeak of it as diftinf!; from Taurus ; and the latter calls it 
UlAfirfrtJ, and not UKMiS'if. Spencb. 

»79. Die upon,'] It is faid to be a vulgar error, that best 
ilofe theixi lives with their flings. 
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But if in winter bleak, their broken ftate, • 28b 

A fid "drooping fpirits you commilerate. 
Who doubts, regardful of the pinching time; 
To fumigate their hives with fragrant thyme. 
And pare their empty wax ? The lizafd lurks^ 
Or flow-pac'd beetle in their inmoft works^ td^ 

Or oft their golden hoards the fatdron«s fpoil,, 
A race that riots on another's toil ; 
Or the fierce hornet, (bunding dire alarms; 
Provokes the lab'rers to unequal arms ; 
Or baneful moths, or fhe whom Pallas hates, 290^ 

Sufpends her filmy nets before their gates. 
The more they lofe, the more with ceafelefs care. 
They flrive the flate's deflru6tion to repair j 
Their plunder'd wealth and wafted combs renewy 
And fwell their granaries with thicken'd dew. 295: 

But when, as human ills defcend to bees. 
The pining nation labours with difeafe ;, 
Chang-d is their glittering hue to ghaftly pale,. 
^Roiighnefs andleannefs o'er. their: limbs prevail; 
Forth the dead dtizen^with grief are borne,. 300 

In folemn ftate. the fad attendants: mourn. 
Clung by the feet they hang; the live-long day 
Around the door, or in their chambers ftay. 
Hunger and cold and grief their toils delay. 
*Tis then in hoarfec tones their, hums refound, . 505 
Like hollow winds the ruftling foreft round, 

280. Winter. "] He now proceeds regularly to tell us, how to 
manage thole hives in which the honey is left for fupporting 
the bees through the winter, and likewife enumerates the ]^ai> 
fiiicular verniin,.and plagues that infeftthem. 



\ 
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Or billows, breaking on a diftant fliore ;: 

Or flames in furnaces that inly roar^ 

Galbanean odours here I fhall advife ; 

And thro' a reed to pour the fweet fupplie^: Jia 

Of golden honey, to invite die taftc 

Of the fick nation, tp their known repafl : 

Bruis'd galls, dry'drofes,^ thyme and centuary join. 

And raifins ripen'd on the Pfithian vine. 

Beiides, in meads the plant Amellus grows,, 315 

And from one root thick ftalks profufely throws, 

^hich eafily the wand'ring fimpler knows : 

Its top a flow'r of golden hue displays, 

Its leaves are cdg'd with violet-tindar'd rays ; 

Rough is the taflre ; round many an holy ihrinc 3x0- 

The faered priefls its beauteous foliage twine : 

Tiiis, wh^re meand'ring Mella laves the plains. 

Or in the new-fhorn valley, feek the fwains j 

Its roots infufe in wine, and at their door 

In bafkets hang the medicated Itore. 3^ 

But ihould your flock decay thro* dire difeafe, 
$iov hope i^main new families to raiie,. 
Hear the ftrange fecret I fhall now impart,. 
The great Arcadian mailer's matchlefs art ;. 
An art to reproduce th' exhaufled flore ^ 

From a flain bullock's putrifying gore : $Z^> 

i% to its diflant fource the wond'rous tale explore 3 

316. But JbouU,] The poet having already fpoken of th« 
Svays of driving noxious animals from the bees, and of tke 
jncthod of curing their difeafes ; now proceeds to defcribe the 
manner after which the total lofs of them may be repaired | 
whicl\, he tells, us was praflifcd by the Egyptians. Martyn. 
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Where happy fhe Canopian nation dwells^ . 
Where Nile with gtnial inundation fwells. 
Where fwains, the meadows while he largely floats, jjt 
Around his paftures glide in painted boats, . 
From tawny India while he rolls his tides, 
And into feven huge mouths his dream divides,- 
And prefling clofe on quiver'd Perfia*s clime 
Green Egypt fattens with prolific flime : 34^* 

5^3. Cafiopw,\ The commvntiitors are divided about 
Ae meaning of thefe four vcrfes. Dr. Mailyn- takes Vir* 
grl to mean only a defer iption of the Deha or lower Egypt. 
Ganopus is the weft angle of that triangular region ; Peluuum 
is the eaft angle, being neareft to Perfia ; and uie fouth angle 
is the point where the Nile is divided to form the Delta. A* 
The circumftance, , 

Circumpi^ vebitttrfua rurafbafelii 

is a very agreeable pi6hire of that country, which during tht 
inundation of the Nile refembles a vaft level lake. 

340. Green E^tJ] The Nile is the greateft wonder of 
Egypt. As it feidont rains there, this river which waters the 
^hole country by its regular inundations, fupplies that defeat, 
by bringinpr^ a» a yearly tribute, the rains of the other coun- 
tries ; which madig a poet fay ingenioufly, the Egyptian 
ftaftures, how great foever the drought may be^ never implore, 
lupitcr for rain. . 

Te propter nullos tellus tuapoflulat imbres, ^ 
Artda nee plu^o fupplicai berba Jo*vi, 

Tibuil.B.i. 7. 25.. 

To multiply fo beneficent a river, Egypt was cut into num- 
berlefs canals, of a- length and breadth proportioned to the 
different fituation and wants of the lands, the Nile brought 
fiertility every where with its falutary ftreams j united cities 
one with another, and the Mediterranean with the red Tea «;. 
maintained trade at home and abroad, and fortified the king- 
dom' againft the enemy ; fo that it was at once the nouriiher- 
and protestor of Egypt, The fields were delivered uj^ to it } 

but< 
N 4. 
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Thefe f^yains, when grows extin6^ ihmr honied race,, 
Sare hope and refuge in this practice place^ 
JFirfb for the work they chufe a narrow ground. 
With flreighten'd walls and roof cmbrac'd around :. 
Fronting the winds four windows add, to. flrike ^iSi 
Athwart the twilight fpace their beams oblique ^ 
Then feek in prime of youth a lufty fteer,, 
. Whofe forehead crooked horns begins to wear ;. 
His mouth and noilrils flop, the gates of breath,. 
And buffet the ind^ant beaH to death;^ 55a 

* 

but the cities that were raifedwith immenfe labour, and ftood 
like iflands in the midft of the waters, lookdown with joy on 
the plains which were overflowed^ and at the fame time ea- 
richcd by the Nile. 

This is a general idea of the nature and eSeBis of this river, 
foJamous amonethe ancientr. 

There cannot be a finer light than it affords at two felons of 
the year. For if! a man afcends ibme mountain, or one of tht 
largeft pyramids of Grand Cairo, in the months of July and 
Aueuft, he beholds a vali fea, in which numberlefs towns 
and villages appear, with feveral caufeys leading from place 
to place, the whole Interfpers^d with gvoves jand fruit trees, 
whofe tops ave onty vifibJe,; all which forms a.-delightful pro- 
ipefl. Thi&view is bounded by mountains and woods,, which 
tt-rminate, at the utmolt diftance the eye c^n difcover., thie 
molt beautiful horizon that can be iinagiaed. On the con- 
trary, in winter, that is to lay, in the months of Januaiy 
aid February, the whole country is like one continued fcene 
©^"^bijaiitiful meadows, whofe verdure enainell'd with flawers 
cliaims the fyft. The fpeftafor beholds, on every Mcy fl-Kks 
and herds difperfed over all the plains, wkh tn finite numbers 
oFhufbandmen and gardeners. The air is then pei-fomed by 
tie great quantity of blofToms on the orange, lemon, and other 
trees ; and is fo pure, that a wholfomer and more agreeable is 
not tbund in the wprid > fo that nature, being then dead, as it 
were, in all other climates, fcems to be alive only forfo de— 
lightfufan abode. 

Rollings Ancient Hiftory, page 13^ %yo^t^^^^ 
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Till the bruTs'd bowels burft with many a ftroke^ 

B«t ftill th' external fldn remains unbroke ; 

Then leave him dead ; his putrid limbs below. 

Green twigs and thyme, and recenrcaflia ftVcw. 

Be this perform'd when zephyr^s balmy breeze 353 

Firft curls the fnrfecc of the fmiling feas. 

Ere bloom the meads in crimfon vcfture dreft. 

Ere fwallows twitter o*er thenew-built ncft. 

The tainted juices, in this prifon pent. 

Begin to boil, and thro' the bones ferment; jfi^' 

A wond'rous fwarm ftrait from the carcafe crawls. 

Of feetlefs and unfinifh'd animals ;- 

Anon their infant buzzing wings they try. 

And more and more attempt the bound lefs fky : 

At laft embodyM from their birth-place pour, . 365 

Thick as from copious clouds aYummer-fhow'r; 

Qr flight'of arrows, when with twanging bows,, 

The Partluansin.£erce:onfet.gall their foes. 

355. Zep^ris priTmim \h the. OTigvn^l.'j This t'fttle defcri^*- 
tion oithe fpiipg dIveiTifies.thefubj^6^, aiid enlivens the dryn. 
of the preceding paragraph. 

360. Begin to i&i/.J Nothing can Be expreffed in a livelii 
manner, than this generation of the bees j 

Inter eu teneris tepefa^us inofflbiu humor, . 

Such lines as thefe on a. low and indeed a grofs fubjeff. 
illtw Virgil's command of language j the two fimilei 
atthe end add'av.^rnanrent and an elegance likewile to the 
paiTage. It muft be obferved, that infc6ls cannot be gene-, 
rated by putrefaft^ov ; carcafe's are only a proper nidus and 
receptacle for their young : and theretorej th'e*ftmale parent 
chufes there to lay hei* eggs, that the wanntb of the fernientii ** 
)^ice^ may- help to batch them. 

SeeREDijdelnfedi 
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What god, ye nine, this art difclos^d to man. 
Say whence this great experiment began? 370 

Sad AriHaeus from fweet Tempe fled. 
His bees with famine and difeafes dead, 
. Apd at the ipring of facred Peneus' flood. 
Thus plaining to his fea-green parent flood* 

Mother, Cyrene ! mother, you who keep 375 

Your wat'ry court beneath this cryftal deep,, 
Why did you bear me of a race divine, 
Y^t flain with forrows my celeflial line ? 
If Phoebus be my fire, as you relate. 
Why am I doom'd the (port of angry fate ? 38a 

How have I loft, O how ! your former love ? 
Why did you bid me hope to rife to heav'n above I 
. Lo ! all I gain'd, by cattle, fields and com, 
(Thofcf works which befl this mortal flate adorn) 
The fruits of toil and thought intenfe are loft, 3S5 

Tho' for my mother I a goddefs boaft ! 
Come then, with your own hand uproot my groves> 
My ft^ls and ftables bum, infedl my droves„ 
My harvefts murder, cut each blooming vine, 
S|nce at my riflng honours you repine. 39^ 

His wondering mother heard the mournful found. 
Low in the chambers of the waves profound. 
The nymphs around l^er plac'd, their fpindles ply'd». > 
And fpun Milefian wool, in verdure deeply dy*d. 
Ligea, Xantho, Drymo, Spio, fair ; 395 

Thalia, and Phyllodoce, whofe hair 
Wav*d o'er their fnowy Ihoulders in the air ; 

^95. Ligea, Xantbo.Ji TUn are but eighteen nympht 

nentiQASlI 
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Ncfaea, Ephyrc, with Opis, thee 1 

And, her that calms the waves, Cymmodocej 

The yellow maid, Lycarias, and the bride 490^ 

Cydippc, who Lucina's pangs had try'd ; 

Clio, and Beroe, fea-born both, behold. 

Both clad in fpotted &ins and radiant gold ; ; 

X)eiope, andArethufe, the chafle. 

No more intent to pierce the flying beaft. 40^. 

There Clymene fung Vulcan's fruitlefs cares. 

The lufcious thefts,, and foft deceits of Mars j 

And how from Chaos old, ,all-mighty Love ^. 

Had fill'd the bofbm of each god above. ^ 

While thus they toil'd, enchanted with the ftrain, 41^0^ 

His voice alarm'd his mother's ears again ; 

The liftening iifters heard unufual groans 

Amaz'd, ,and ilarted from their cryflal thrones : 

mentioned by VirgUin this account of Cyienc's grotto; in--- 
cklding Clymene and-Cyrcneherfelf ; of which paffage Mr. - 
Dry den fays. The poet here records the names of fitty river \ 
nymphs, ^nd for once I have tranflated them all. • 

PoLYMETis, page 316. note 4.6. 
^06,' Fulcdfi's fruitlefs cares, ^ Some of the graver critics 
make an obfervation, whidi the ladies muil needs think un- 
juft an<l fatyrical. When Dido gives a feaft to Aeneas, her 
phyfician lopas entertains the company, which were chiefly " 
compofed of men and ftrangers, .with a fong on a phidofophi- 
cal fubjeft. But, fay they, where Virgil introduces a * 
nymph ilnging to her miflrefs Cyrcne, and to her fellow 
virgins^ ihe defcribes to them, the loves of Mars and Venus : : 
the dulciafurta were the fuhjeft that fweetened their labours . 
at the loom. The- poet hints at the topics, which employ 
the converiation of the ladies when they are alone by tbem*« 
felves. The commentators, who make fuch unfair re- - 
flexions, muft doubtlcfs be a fet of ill-bred, abufive fel*^- 
lows, diat know vecjf:^ little o£ the wwId^;^nd^-leI%-of.th«s^* 
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But Arethufe firft hcav'd her beauteous hcadi 

Above tie waves ; an4, O Cyrene, faid, 41 r- 

Well might'ft thou- fearthefc echoing ieimds ©rwoe^ 

Thefe forrow« from thy Ariftaeus flow ;■ 

Thy dariing care mourns by thy father's flood*^ 

And calls thee cruel, and complains aloud. 

Pitying the youth, t^ fear-ftruck mother faid, 420 

My fon, O quickly^ quickly hither Fead, 

To him 'tis given the courts of gods to tread'.. 

At once fhe bids the (welling rivers cteave, 

Th' obedient floods an ample entrance leave ; 

Down thro' the deeps he goes, on eibher hand 4;2£ 

The congregated waves like mountains ftand. 

Now wondering at the wat'ry realms he went. 

At dalhing lakes in hollow caverns pent. 

His mother's palace, and die founding woods, 

A.nd deaPning roar of fubterraneous floods. 430* 

Amaz'd he law,^ this ipacious globe below^. 

Deep in its bed- each mighty river flow^ 

Fhafis, and'Lycus, and the fruitful headi ffpread - 

Whsnce burfl Enipeus' flreama, whence father. Tiber's,- 

4« J* Rl<vers,1 The defCent. of Ariflaeus into the eardi, . it 
founded, on an ancient fuperftition of the. Egyptians. Ser^- 
vius tcils us, that on certain days lacrcdtothe JSIile, boy* 
born o£ holy parents, were delivered to the nymphs by the- 
priefts; who, when they wer? gppwn up,., and returned back^ 
reported, that there were groves under tb« eatth, and an imv 
menfcK waier containing aU things, and from whence. everj 
thing is procreatet>v 

43»k DeepJ], This is one of the mod fublime paflages 
Ml Virgil. Nothing can ftrike the imagination more .ftrongly^ 
th^n. to conceive a> perfon entering the. bowels. of the earthy 
9tn4atQnce.h^rif)g and feeing the moft celebrated rivers i» 
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Whence Hypanis, that fwifcly-pouring^ roars 43^ 

With thundering billows on his rocky fhoresj; 

Whence Anio's and Caicns* copious urns^ 

Whence bull-fac'd Po adorn'd with gilded hom^y. 

Than whom no river, thro' fuch level meads 

I>own to the fea wijth fwifter torrents ipeeds» 440^ 

Now to the vaulted chamber was he come. 

Where hanging pumice fbrm*d an aweful dome j, ^ 

When fond Cyrene afk'd him of his-woe^. 

And whence thofe hitter tears began to flow.. 

the world burfting forth ffoii) tfteir feveral foarces. The rougfir 
and horrible fcenes of rocks, caves> and waters which Arkf- 
tacus paffes thro*, are atlaft finely foftened' by the kind re- 
ception he nneets with from his mother, and'the graceAi) ap- 
pearance of the nymphs fpinning arid fingmg the loves, of the 
gods. Fracaflorius has a defcent into the earth in fearch ©f 
metals, where, no dou&t, he had Virgirin his eyej and iii 
which he has been followed by Dr. Garth, in the Difpenfary. 

4.3 8* Eridanus — tloe PoJ] This paffage cannot l>e better ex**' 
plained than by quoting the following words from Mr. Spence 
in his Polyrnetis : * 

*' But there is anotherthing in it, with which I am not 
yet fatisfied : and that is, Virgil's calling the Po here, themoft 
violent of all rivers. I know one of the moft celebrated and 
moft ingenious writers of our age has endeavoured to foften 
tJiis, by underftanding it only of the rivers in Italy,. But (not 
to enquire at all whether the Po be really the raofl violent of 
all the rivers in Ital') how can Virgil be underftood«of thtt 
-wvers of one country only,, where he is exprefsly fpeak- 
Lng of all the rivers>of the world ? and of one eommon pointy 
i)*om whence alltheir fources were anciently fuppofed to be de« 
oved ? 

I ailLnot quite clear as to that expreflion, replied Polyrnetis.: 
but to anfwer you< as far as I can, I muft give you the opinion 
of a man whom you both know ; and whofe name I need note 
loention to you, when I have told you it is the perfon who urv.« 
^bcftands Virgil in a more mafterly manner^ than peshaps anf 
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Tiic fifters^ water from the pareft ipring, 445 

And towels foft, with hafte officious bring ; 

Prepare full bowls, and heap up choiceft meats ; 

The altars Maze with rich Arabian fweets. 

Of Lydian wine, fhc cry'd, thcfe goblet& take. 

To Ocean let us due libations make ; 450 

At once to Ocean old, in ritual lays, . 

Parent of all things, fhe devoutly prays ;* 

And to die lifter nymphs, whofe gentle fway • 

An hundred groves, an hundred ftreams obey ; - 

Thrice o'er the lire the liquid nedtar throws, 455 •• 

Thrice to the Ihining roof the flames arole. 

She thus, with that aufpicious omen fir'd ; . 

In the Carpathian gulf there dwells retired 

The prophet Proteus ; o'er the wat'ry way, , 

Whofe car the finny, two4egg*d fteeds convey : 460 

one in this age. It is his opinion, (with all that modefty, with ' 
which he generally offers his opinions) that the difficulty 
you mention may poffibly be got over, by the expreffion : 
joined with it ; per pinguid culta. The moft violent rivers ia 
the world are fuch as run, or fall, through a chain of moun- 
tains; and (not to /peak of any of the A pen nine rivers, or 
rather torrents, in Italy itfelf) the Ifar whidi we crois fa 
often in the two or three laft days journey before we 
enter Italy, is (in all that part of its courfe,) much 
more violent and more dilh]i:4)ed than the Po : but the Po, , 
you know, very foon after its fource, flows on thro' the vale of •• 
riedmont, and afterwards traverfes alLthe rich vale of Lorn- 
bardy. Thefe are the pinguia culta, which Vkgil fpeaks of : • 
almoft the whole courfe of the Po is through fuch rich low - 
ground : and perhaps there may not be any river in the world,- . 
which has almoft all its courfe through €o fat and rich a Ibil, . 
«rhich is fo violent asthe^o is/* 

PoLYMETis, Dial. 14.. p, 23a; . 
A^S^. An bundred grovej,} I follow thefenfe gtYCn tatbok^ 

yi&ge in the dtcadiAdtl Sammiarp^Profa xo» 
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Now to his diftant country he reforts, 

Emathia feeldng, and Pallene's ports ; 

The fea-nymphs this caerulean feer adore. 

And him reveres cv*n hallow'd N ere us hoar ; 464? 

All things he knows, tho' hid in time's dark womb. 

What is, what long is paft, and what ihall come ; 

So Neptune will'd; whofe monftrous herds he keeps, 

Of fqualid calves, beneath tlie rolling deeps. 

Him muft thou chain, and force him to difclofe 

The caufe and cure of thy diftra£ling woes. 470^ 

Nought he'll unfold, except the god thou bind,.. 

Nor prayers, nor tears can move his ftedfaft mind. 

With force and chains, my fon, his limbs furround, 

Thefe can alone his treach'rous wiles confound. 

When the parch'd herbage fades with mid-day heat, 475. 

And fainting cattle to cool fhades retreat, 

Myfelf will lead thee to the clofe abode. 

Where ftretcht in flumber, thou may 'ft feize the god^. 

Inftant he'll try, elufive of the rape^ 

The varied forces of every lavage ihape ;.' 480 

Become a briftly boar,^ or tyger fell. 

Or like a fcaly bloated dragon fwell ; 

Like a gaunt lion fhake a tawny mane. 

Or in loud crackling fire efcape thy chain ;■ 

Or while thou clofely grafp'ft thy fraudful prey, 4?^ 

Chang'd to a flowing ftream glide Avift away. 



459. Proteus."] This fable of Proteus is imitated by Vir* 
gil, from the fourth book of the Odyffey 5 where Menelaus i» 
&nt to confult- the fame deit^i by the advice and afixftance of 
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Yet ftill retentive with redoubled might. 

Thro* each vain fleetmg form conffrainhls flighty 

Till the fame fhape, all changes paft, appear, 

That ere the fenior flept, thou faw'ft him wear. 49©' 

She fpoke, and o'er him rich ambrofia fhed. 

With liquid odours bath'd his breathing head, 

And thro' his glowing limbs celeftial vigour fpread. 

Deep in the nrtountain liesi a fpacious cave. 
Worn by the workings of the relllefs wave, 49c 

Whither vad waters drive before the wind,. 
And fhatter'd (hips commodious (lielter find- 
There, far within a grot, old Proteus dwells. 
And draws a^valFrock o'er his fecret.cells.. 
She plac'd her fon beneath the darkfome roof, rc» 

Herfelf, involved in clouds, retires aloof. 

Now rabid Siri'us fcorcht the gafping plains. 
And burnt intenfe tfie panting Indian fwains ;. 
lii hi« 'mid courfe the fun all fiery flood, 
Parcht was the grafs, the rivers bak'd to mud'; 5Q5 

^ When Proteus', weary of the waters, fought 
The cool retirement of his 'cuilom'd grott ; 

494. i)/<p^/VrM^OTO«»/^.]* The reader may compare this 
dcfcrjption of the cave of Protcu8>^ with ihe following one.in 
Cpenler.. 

His bowre is in the bottome of the maine. 
Under a mightjriock, gainft wliich do rave 

The roring billows in their proud difdaine ; 
That, with the angry working of the wave, 
Therein is eaiten out an hotiow cave, ^ 

Ihat feemes rougk mafons hand with engines keener 
Had long while laboured it to engrave. 
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The finny race exulting round him play. 
And in wild gambols daih the bitter {pray ;• 
The fcaly phocae, ftmk in ileep profound, 510 

Along the ibore their guardian god furround ; 
He (like a peafant flciird the herds to keep. 
When evening homeward warns the calves and ftieep^ 
When hungry wolves, with pleafureliflening, hear,. 
And mark for prey, the lambs that bleat from far) 5 1 j 
With watchful eyes, high feated on a rock. 
Reviews and counts the numbers of his flocks 
The lucky youth with this occaiion bleil:, 
Juft as the feer compos'd his limbs to reft, 
Rufh'd on him with a mighty threatening (bund", 520 
And faft, the weary, Numbering fenior boond;. 
He, every various art differabling trier. 
And many amonfter's direful fliape belies f 
Roars, horrid like a prowling favage, glows 
Like crackling fire,* or like a river flaws ; 5^1 

Sat when no fraud coald further his efcape. 
He fpoke, retum'd ta human voice and- (kSLpet 
Rafh youth ! who bade thee to my court repair 
With impious boldncfs ? what thou ieek'ft, declare P 
O Proteus ! well thou know'ft the caufe, he cry'd, 
Nought from thy piercing eyes» can mortals hide; 5 jf 



509. «Sj^rtfj? J. The cirwmftance of thefiMHonfiters flattering 
fhe fpray of the fe» about them, greatly tniivens this beautl- 
in I fea- piece. 

5 1 ft. Like a peafant.^ Virgil' has imitated Homer fo- nicely 
tB his adventure with Proteus, that he has not forgot thi^ 
fitnileof tbefhepherJ, in his copy. Lupos acuunti% woudec^ 
Cully expi-efllvcxand flboct* 
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Obedient to the gods, . I feek to know 

What fate decrees, and how to heal my woe. 

The prophet, while his bofbm boiled with ire. 

And while his green eyes ihot indignant fire, 535^ 

Gnafhing his teeth, with fury in his look. 

Compelled, at length, the fates difclodng, fpoke : 

Thou fufFer'ft for atrocious crimes ; on thee. 

Falls the jufl vengeance of a deity ; 

Unhappy Orpheus on thy guilt hath fent, 540? 

And more doA thou deferve, this punifliment f , 

And more (halt feel, unlefs by fate deny 'd, . 

For ftUl he rages for his murder'd bride. , 

She from thy arms, by headlong fear mifled, « 

Swift o'er the river's verdant margin fled; . 545' 

Nor at her feet the fated fair defcry'd 

The dreadful fnake that kept its grafly fide.. 

But with loud ihrieks her fiHer^dryads moanM, . 

And high Pangaea's.utmoft mountakis groan'd ; 

Their cries to Rhodopje and . Thra(» were borne, . 5 50^^ 

The Getae, Hebrus,. Orithyi'a mourn. 

He on the defart fKore all lonely griev'd, - 

And with his concave ihell his love-fick heart rcKev'd;: 

To thee, . fweet wife, , ftill pour'd the piteous lay, 

Thoe, fung at dawning, thee at clofing day ! 555 

548. But^tthbudJbrieksA Virgil docs not at length dc- 
ibribe the ferpents flinging and kilhng. Eurydice. This from- 
the pen of a lower genius, would have taken 4]p twenty lines. 
He contents himfelf with faying — alta non ^idit herbor.i and- 
adds immediately, 

At chorus aequ alts Drjadum, 

5.54. To thee*\ There are few things in the ancient poetaT' 

nutfe> 
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Ev'n hell's wide jaws he ventur'd to explore. 
Deep gates of Dis» and Death's tremendous fhore ; 
Down to the Manes went, andchearlefs plains, freigns "^ 
The grove wherehorior fro wns^and hell's dread monarch 



more moving than the ftory of Opheus and Enrydice. Ithath* 
acquired new beauties by falling into the hands of the tender 
and pailionate Virgil j and is told by him in fo melting a ftrain, 
that fbme of the touches he hath given it can hardly l>e read 
without tears. When we arc wrought up to fuch a temper,. 
it naturally leads us to companionate the hard fate o£ the un- 
happy lovers ; and we beg^n to feel fo'me indignation at the 
«aptiour condition, upon which he was to poflTefs his beauty, 
or lofe her for evei' : not to look at his loved Eurydice.^ 
Arbitrary and capricious i unbefitting the ]\jJ!t brother or Jove, 
and imlike the bounties of a divine, unenvious nature : un- 
lefs indeed there be fomething elfe underftood than appears :- 
£bme truth in life or morals that lies latent under this circum* 
ftanceof the tale» 

The great and unhappy Lord Verulam, who was fenfible 
of the incongruity, has given an explication of the fable \ 
but feems not to have hit upon the real meaning. What he 
fays is entertaining and beautiful i for he was a fpirit of that 
high order that go ingenioufly wrong, and who cannot err 
without inftru£lion. But I incline to think, that the moral of 
the fi^Uon is rather to be learned at an ordinary mufic-meet* 
rng, or an unmeaning opera, than, where his lordfhip dire6ls 
Ids, in the rcQpfles of an abftrufe philofopfiy. 

Orpheus's nuftrefs was muiic. The powers of it arc 
enchanting. It lulls the reafon, and raifes the fancy in fo 
agreeable a manner, that we forget ourfelves while it latts^ 
The mind turns difiblute and gay, and hugs itfelf in all the 
deluding profpefls and fond wiihes of a golden dream. Whilft 
every accent is warbled over by a charming voice, a filly fong 
appears found morality, and the very words of the opera pafi 
for fenfe, in prefence of their accompagnament. But no> 
fboner does the mufic ceafe, than the charm is undone, and 
the fancies disappear. The firft fober look we take of it 
breaks thefpell; and we are hurried back with fome regret 
to the common dull road of life, when the florid illufion is 
vanilh'd. Blacicw£LL*8 enquiry concerning the life and 
writings of Homei*, Se£L 1 1» 
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Obdurate hearts ! to whom unmov'd by woes ^6(> 

Pray'rs plead in vain, and forrow ufclefs flows». 

Struck with his fong, from Erebus profound. 

Light flitting ghofts, and Ipirits flock'd around ; 

Thick as the birds to leafy" groves defccnd. 

When evening clouds, or wintry fliorms impend; 5 ^'5.. 

Mothers and hu (bands, heroes' aweful ihades, ^ 

Sweet infant bo)^, and pure unmarried maids^- 

Youths whofe fond parents faw their bloom expire. 

And forrowing plae'd them on the.funeral pyre ; 

Whom black Cocytus' fuUen waters bound, 570' 

Foul fhores with mud with reeds unfightly crown'd. 

And the nine ftreams of winding Styx furround ; 

Ev'n thefe dre^d maniions liften'd with amaze ; 

With awe, death's deepeft dungeons heard his lays y 

Struck were the fnake-crown'd Furies, Cerberus fhewt 

His jaws wide-gaping^ yet in a6l to clofe j- '57^ 

A padfe of reH the fad Ixion found. 

His wheel ftopt fuddien at the powerful, ibund*. 

And now at length no farther toil remain'd^ 

The upper air Eury dice. regained* 

Behind fhe came, fa Proferpineordain'd : 

When ftrait a fr^zy the fond lover caught, 

(Could Hell forgive, 'twas fure a venial fault) 

Ev'n on life's confines, impotent of mind. 

He ilopt, alas ! and caft one look behind.. 585 

S85. He Jiopi — and cafl,) The pRilofophk goddefs of 
Boeihius having related the.ftgry of Orpbeu?, who when he 
Bad rccovtred his wife from the dominions of death, loft 
|i£i: again by looking back upon hu' in the confines of lighv 

conciudcft 
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Pell Pluto's terms he broke ! his hopes were loiU 
A groan thrice echoed o'er Avernus' coaft. 
Ah ! who deftroys xis bodi, ihe iadly cry'd. 
What madnefs, Orpheus, tears thee from thy bride ? 
The cruel fates force me again away ! 590 

.My fwimming eyes no more difcern the day ; 
Adieu ! no longer muft .thou blcfs my light — — 
I go ! I fink ! involv'd in thickeft night ! 
In vain I ftretch my feeble arms to join 
Thy fond embrace ; ah ! now no longer thine ! 595 
^Swift from his ardent gaze, while thus flie ipoke, 
JShe vanifh'd into air, like fubtile fmoke. 
And left him catching at her empty ghoft, 
Defiring much to fay, in ipeechlefsforrow loft : 
The rigid ferryman of hell no more 60a 

'Would deign to waft him to the gloomy ihore : 

-conchides with a very elegant and forclblcappltcation j Who- 

s«ver you are that endeavour to elevate your mind to the 

illuminations of heaven, confider yourfelves as reprefjnted 

in**this fable ; for he* that is once fo far overcame, as to 

turn back his eye towards the infernal caverns, lofes, at the 

. iiiii fight, all that influence that attra6led him on high. 

Vos haec fabula refiicit^ 
B^icunqug infuperum diem^ 
. Mentem ducere quaerhis. 
Nam qui tartar eum infpecus^ 
FiSius luminaflexeritt 
^ Sluicquid praecipuum *trabitp 

Perditf dum <vtdet inferos. The Rambler, Nunib. 17^ 

587. Thrice ecbo^d,^ 'Terque fragor flagnis au" 

: ^kus Avernisy fays the original very finely. A certain dlf- 
mal and hollow found was heard through the vaults of hell. 
.>Some imagine, but I think groundlefsly, that it was the fhout 
« of ghofts rejoicing for Eurydice's return. Surely the other 
.itD£& is far the more poetical and more forcibly imagined. 



!i86 THE G E O R G I C S Book ^ 

"What fhould he do ? where turn ? how feek relief ? 
Twice loft his confort, how appeafe his grief? 
How move the Manes, with what doleful note ? 
ShefaiPd, already cold, in Charon's boat. 605 

For feven long months, by defart Strymon's fide. 
Beneath a lofty rock, he mourn'd his bride. 
And ftretcht in gelid caverns, with his fong 
Made tygers tame, and drew hard oaks along. 
As Philomel in poplar fhades, alone, 61 • 

For her loft oiFspring poursa mother's moan. 
Which fome rough ploughman marking for his prey. 
From the warm neft, unfledg'd, hath dragg'd away ; 
Percht on a bough, ihe all night lon^ complains. 
And fills the grove with fad repeated ftrains. 615 

No'fecond fair, no nuptial rites could move. 
Nought foften his diftradted mind to love z 
The Hyperborean ice he wander'd o'er, 
^nd fblitary roam'd round Tanais' fliore. 
And Scythia's defarts of eternal froft, ^29 

liamenting his loft bride, and Pluto's favours loft. 
The Thracian dames enrag'd to be defpis'd. 
As Bacchus' midnight feafts they folemniz'd, 
Inlpir'd wirh frantic fury feiz'd the fwain. 
And ftrew'd his mapgled carcafe o'er the plain : 625 



610. vfj PUlomel.'] Is not Pr6teus too great a poet in thit 
f»mile ? But the lines are fome of the moft exquifite in Virgil, 
To heighten the pathetic, the birds are not only impiufffes ^but 
taken from the neft. Nor are tKey fingly takefi^ but dragged 
out of the neft j to which they clvng back : which is ftrongly 
implied by the word detraxit. The verfe cannot be read with- 
out laying a particular eniplmris on this^vvord^ as well as 
durus. . 
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His pale head from his ivory flioulders torn, 

Adown Oeagrian Hebrus' tide was borne ; 

As in the rapid waves it rolPd along, 

Ev'n then with faultering voice and feeble tongue. 

To name his poor Eurydice he try'd, 630 \ 

Eurydice, with parting breath he cry'd, C 

Eurydice 1 the rocks and echoing Ihores reply'd. J 

He (poke ; and 'mid the waves his body hurl'd. 

About his head the foaming waters curPd, 

Notfo Cyrene ; to aflwage his fears, 6jx. 

My fon, flie cries, allay thy reftlefs cares ; 

Behold the caufe of all this dire difeafe ; 

' The nymphs have fent deftruftion on thy bees. 
With whom Eurydice was wont t' advance, 

V And lead in lofty groves the facred dance. 640 



633. He /poke,] Though the cpifode of Orpheus and 

"ISurydice be £0 admirable in itfelf, that we thank the poet 

for having introduced it at any rate : yet, after all is it not 

(litchM in a little tnaitificially ? Is it to be conceived that 

ProtcuSf who, being made a priibner, and fpeaking by con* 

ftraint, is in no very good humour, fliould tell this long dory 

' (which is ndt very material to the point neither) to entertain 

Ariftaeus, who has offered that violence to him ? Was it 

not enough to inform him, that his misfortune was occafion* 

ed by Eurydice's death, without telling all thefe circura- 

fiances confequent of it ? Perhaps it may be reply'd, that it 

is more material to the point than is commonly imagined. 

Thcfe confequcnces greatly aggravate the guilt of Ariftaeus $ 

and fo it was proper enough, if not abfolutely neceflary, to 

recite them. Whether this anfwer be fufHcient, or not, I 

.fieither know, nor much care. Be it as it will, I would not 
lofe this epifode, to be the author of all the bed criticifms 

>4hat ever were, or ihall be, written upon the clafiics. 

TRAPP*.; 



788 THE GEORGICS Booki|* 

Thou fuppliant offer gifts, and fue for peace. 

The mild Napaeans will their anger ceafe ; 

But hear me firft in order due declare. 

The means to footh their rage, and frame thy pray'r: 

Seleft four large and beauteous bulls that crop 645 

Thy verdant pallures on Lyceaus' -top. 

Four heifers too^ that ne'er have ploughed the field. 

Four altars in tlie Dryads' temples build ^ 

From the (lain vidims pour the facred blood. 

And leave their bodies in the fhady wood : 650 

When the ninth morn oter de>yy hills fliall fpring^ 

To Orpheus' ghoft Lethean poppies bring ; 

With a black ewe Eurydice adore. 

And flied for her a viftim-heifer's gore ■: 

Revifit then the grove. Without delay - 6c '■ 

He fpeeds his mother's jprecepts to obey; 

Haftes to tiie temple, there his altars builds, .r£elds • 

Four bulls, four heifers leads, thatr-e'er hadplough'd the 

At the ninth morning's dawn to Orpheus bears 

Th' appointed gifts, and tothe grove repairs-: C60 

When lo ! a wond'rous prodigy they found. 

An hofl: of bees rufli'd forth with humming found. 

By the flain bullocks' putrid bowels form'd. 

From whofeburlt fides, in clouds immenfe they fwarm'd; 

663. Putrid hcnve'Is,'] 'Obferve how the poet in the orio-irai 
hfis vaijed his exprefiions on a (viNjrft rodifficult to be orna- 
mentally ejcpreffed as this birth of the b«cs, for, 

• liquefa^a- hum fer wife era iota 
ei ruftis effernjere coflis 

IS quite newly cxpreffed from what it was before in the paifTagc 
above, Interea teneris tefefaSius in aSibus bumw^ 
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Then from a tree's Kigh top, conglob*d depend, 665 
IVhofe branches with the bellying dufter bend. 
Thus, have I (cing the labours of the Twain, 
Of trees, of flocks, of cattle and of grain ; 
While mighty Caefar to Euphrates bears 
His conquerii^ arms, the thunder of his wars ; 6jm 
To all the willing world new laws decrees ; 
And ardent preiTes on^ th* Olympian heights to feize. 
Then me, Pardienope*s calm pleafures bleft. 
And ftudious leifure and ignoble reft ; 
Who bold in youth, onceXung the ihepherds loves, 6y^ 
^ungthee,OTityruSjfbetdtt beneath the beechengroves« 

673. Partbettope.} There may be a propriety in this 
that is not generally remarked. Naples wa» a town of indo- 
lence and pleaAnre, and waslherefoFc^ as fome Aippofe, faidto 
have been tonnded by Parthenope one of the Sirens, who were 
^oddefles of indolence and pleafure i 

ImprobaJ!rm 

Oiiofa Neapolis. Hon • 

This idea too makes the contraft between Augiiftus and Vugil 
much the ftrongen Spence. 

673.. ^iH me,'] I cannot forbear being; of opinion that the 
four concluding lines of the Georgics, iUo nrgiiitim, &c. &c. 
are of die fame ftamp and chara6kr with the four juftly-cx- 
ploded ones, which are prefixed to the Aeneid. Jitdaxw 
jtmenta is, I think, an expreffion entirely unworthy of ^r- 
gil, and a mere botch. Befides nothing can be a more com- 
j4ete and Aiblime concluiion than that conipliment to Auguftus 
--^amque ajfeSat Olympo* 

676. Groves.] Each book of VJrgirs Oeorgics is inadifFe« 
rent ftile (or has a different colouring) from alfthe re((. Tliat 
of the fir^ is Uain \ of the fecond various $ of the third^ 
ffrandi and of the fourth /i^/;/HiS$f. Holds WORTU^ 

The End of the Fourth Geohgic* 
Vol. I. O 
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DIDACTIC POETRY. 



THE ailcients have left us no ndes or obfer^ 
vafions coficerning this fpedesf of poetryw 
Ariftoele, chiefly intent on giving laws to dra- 
matiq* writers, ^vifes the true poet to diiappear as 
much as poilible, to write only in dialq^'>!e, and 
never to fpealc in his own perJbn ; bpcauiir, faya 
he, it may be laid down as a genera) rule in this 
^rt, that when the poet (pezks in his own perfoa* 
iie IS no longer an hnitjiitor. Ih conformity to this 
opinion, Caftdvetro, the learned Italian coammn^ 
tator on Ariftdtle's Poetics, has dectasred, that if 
Virgil had written nothing but the Geoi^ics, lui 
eught not to have been enrolled among the number 
of the poets. For, fays he, p- 29^ not rery 
much to the honour of the art he is teaching, 
phyfiology can never be the fubjeA of poetry, 
-wiucb Wfa^ invented not to inflru(3, but barely to 
sk^VMik an<i. entertain the minds of the multitude. 
A^d what vK^s thej;eneral opinion 0/ the indents 

O 2 on 
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on this fubjefi, may be eafiJy known from that 
ftory of Socrates related in the Phacdon of Plato : 
ivho being admoniihed in a dream to apply himfelf 
to mufic, began to compofe an hymn to Apollo, 
vrhofe feaft was then celebrating. But upon after* 
wards refledin^, that a perfon who would be a 
true poet, muft make fables (muft create) and not 
write mere difcourfes in metre ; he at once took a 
common fable from Aefop, not having any inventive 
faculty himfelf. And 'tis obfervable, that Plutarch, 
after quoting this ftory of Socrates, excludes Em- 
pedocles, Parmenides, Nicander, and Theognis, 
out of the number of legitimate poets ; becaufe, 
adds be, we know there may be facriiices wi^quf 
mufic and dancing) but there can be no true poe^- 
try or imitation, without fidion and fables. This 
ievere remark, which feems not to be founded on 
nature and truth, would effeAusilly exclude all di-* 
dzSHc and defcriptive poetry. Surely the poet is an 
ii^itator, when he paints any ohjtSt of univerfal 
nature, animate or insuiia^ate. Whether he fpeak^ 
in his own perfon or introduces fpeakers ; tho' in- 
deed 'imifalipns of the latter fpecies have not the 
fame dignity or ^utility with thofe of human i1fian« 
Hers,, paffions, and chara£lers. 

To render Iailru€lion amiable, to foften the ft* 
verity of fcience, and to give virtue and knowledge 
a captivating and engaging air, is thegre^privi* 
legeof.the dSda^cmufe ; 'tis. {be, who 



'praefpergens ante Viai 



CunSitt cokribus egregiis^ et odoribui opplet, 

LUCKETIUS. 

Profefi'd teaching is highly difagreeable to the na-- 
turat pride of man, as it implies a fuperiority of un* 
(landing over the pcifon inlirufted* That precepts 

3 "^*y 
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tnay g^n an eafy admiifion into the heart, it is ne* 
ceflary to deliver them in a concealed indired man- 
ner, divefted of all pretenilons to a larger ihare of 
reafon, and of all dogmatical ftiiFnefs. A man who 
perufes any fyftem, written in this modeft un- 
aiTuming method, and adorned' moreover with 
ftriking images and^harmonious numbers, 

— ^//J/V f///»j, meminitque libeniius. HoR, 

As material objefts are moft fufceptible of poe- 
tical ornaments, fo perhaps, the various employ- 
ments, bufinelTes, and amufements of life, toge- 
ther with the elegant arts and fciences, are more 
p roper fubjefts for didaftic poetry, than fuch as af e 
purely fpeculative and metaphyficaL Abfirai^ 
ideas admit but of few embellifhments. All par(s 
of natural philofophy in particular, as being con- / 
verfant about fenfible images, feem the heft calcu- 
lated to Ihine in this way of writing; 

'^'^'^Cceliqui vias etfidiva monfirenty 
Defiiius folis varies y lunaeq^tu labares : 
, Unde tremor terrisy qua vi rnarla aha ttmufcant 
Ohjicibus ruptis rurjufque injiip/a rejident ^ 
Sluidtantim oceano fr Querent je finger efoles 
Hyhemiy vefquae tarats mora noSfibus objiet, 

Wc have fome elegant but fliort fpecimens of this 
fort in the Mufae Anglicanae: fuch a];e the. poems on 
a barometer, on the circulation ci the blood, on 
the telefcope, and on Dr. Hales'^ vegetable ftatics. 
In making choice of ,51 proper fubje£i,> regard 
Ihouid be had, toi!lix, ifpomble, upon one of an 
important and un'iverfal nature ; and Vhich may' 
deeply intereft alt mankind. Such 4s Dr. Arni- 
ftrong's poem on the art of prefervtnghealth. And 
after thia intcfefting fubjeft is chofen, only fuch 
rules relating to it mould be^feleded, as will bear 

O 3 to 
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to be dellverea gracefally ; and to be eiflfvened vmh 
poetica! imagery. It rs not required or ejfpefted df 
a poet, to eht^r into a tnrinute detail of dry ^rt- 
^cepts, but to finglc out thofe precepts, that will 
cntertdn as well as in*ftru£l his reader. 



, ,• , Defperat tra^ata niuj^cere poffiy relinquit. Hok» 

, Mr. Addifon obferves^ that there are feveral ways 
of conveying tKe fame truth to the fnind of man 5 
and to chufe the pleafanteft of thefe ways, is that 

, which chiefly dlftinguiflies poetry from prole, and 
makes Virgil's rules of hulbaadry pleafaater to read 
than- Varro's. Where the profe writer' tells us. 

'^plainly what ought to be done,, the poet Often Con* 
ceals the ,precept in the* defcription, ^nd reprefents 
his'countryman performing the a£tioh in which he 
would inftruft his reader. Where tht one fets out 
as fully and yiitrnftly as he can, all the parts Of 
the truth which he would cotnmunkat^ to rrs, the 
othei: fingles out the moft pleafing cn'ctimfttince of 
tfiii truth, and fo conveys the V/h<rfe, in a- more 
diveitingmanner to the juiiderftanding. ' 

The delicate ^addrc&cf Vif^l itt thfe particular 
ii vrorth our attention 5 of which the following 
thfi:ai\ces. may be gUeil. Isiftead of teUing^ hfis. 

hi^ifbandinvi plainly, dMt his ^(^ will fs^il by. bad 

managemeat^ lae fayB^ ;.!^ .: » 

Hen me^num tdttrhsfrufirhfyt^iMimer^ * 

Inftcad of faying, that elds by engrafting have 
borne acorns, he fpeaks of th^t operation m this 
iively manner : .. * 






Inftead 
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Xitftead of iisformmg m that the farmers often root 
vp an olid foreft, he adorm this proceedim^ with, 
the following pt^nreique circumftaaoes ; 

Aniiquafytf domos 4Wtum cumjiirpibus imis 
Eruh ; illae altttm nuRspetiere relict. 

He does not call the plane a large tree, jbut fays, 

Jantqui minijirmtemplatanumpotaniibus un^r;am* 

And inftcad of ordering the farmer to water hit 
grounds, what a landfcape does he prefent us with t 

Bcce^ fupei^dKo clivojt tramkis undam 

Elicit : iUacadem raucum pit laevia nmrmur 

Saxa dity Jcatebrijfue tntntia Ump^r^ arua ! 

After this manner ihould the dtda£lic poetraife 
and enliven every precept he gives; he fhould turn 
rides into iwtagis ; he fhould defcribe things by their 
«ffe&34 and fpeak of them as already do/ie^ inftea<l 
of regularly ordering the maniiei: in which they 
fhould be done \ and throw in circumftances and 
adjundls, that may forcibly ftrii^ the imagination, 
and embellifh and conceal the drynefs of the fu1>je<St» 

But altho* the poet delivers his precepts ia ^he 
fnoft artful manner imaginable, and rencters them 
as palatable as poffible, yet the reader will foon be 
difgufted with a continued feries of inflruflion, if 
his mind be not relieved at proper intervals by 
pleafing digreffions of various kinds, -ji'aturally 
arifing from jhe main fubjeS, and clofely connected 
with it. If Virgil had confined himfelt merely to 
agriculture, aiid had never inferted in his poem the 
prodigies that attended the death of Julius Cae&r, 
the praifes of Itaiy j. the chariot-race, the Scythian 
winter-piece, the happinefs of a country-lire, the 
loves of the beafls, and the pathetic defcription of 
the plague among the cattle ; his Georgics,' tho' 

O 4 abounding 
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atKHinding in moft ufeful rules, delivered with cffg- 
nitf and grace united, would never have been the 
delight and admiration* of liis own, and all fuc«- 
ceedlngages^ tiiQ art is nowhere more remark- 
able than in thofe paiTages,. where,, after Teeming 
to have left his fubje£^ and his hutbandmen^ he 
fuddenly returns to them, and connects all he has 
beto Aying, though he appears to have wandered 
iar/rom his purpofe, hj adding fome rural ctrcumr 
fiance ; thus having fpoken of the battieof Phar- 
£Uia, he fubjoins immediately with great addrefs^ 

Siilieet ^ tempus vemet cum finibui ilHs 
jlgrmlody incurvo terram mmtus^ aratra 
Bxefa Utveniet fcahra ruhiginepila r 
jtut gravibui raflris gaUas ptdfahit inanes^ 
Ginandia^t^ iffojjis a^rabitur ojfa fepulchris^ 

And sgain^ after faying the world was diftraded 
with many wars, be inltantly adds^ 

. Non ulks aratro 

Dtgrmsbonos — — < ■ » 

, -^ — Thus Maro's mufe. 

Thrice fecred mufe ! commodious precepts gtves^ 
. Inftruflive to the fwains ; not only bent 
On what is gainful, fometimes Ihe diverts 
From folid counfels^ (hews the force of love 
. In favage beafls ; how virgin face divine 
: Attra^s Hit haplefs youth thro' ftorms and waves,^ 
Alone in deep of night ; then ihe defcrtbes 
The Scythian winter, nor difdains to fing 
How under ground the rude Riphaean race. 
Mimic brifk cyder with the brake's produd wild. 
Sloes pounded) hips, and fervis' harfheft juice. 

PfULiPs's Cyder, B. i. 

This 
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This laft mentioned author, among other claffica 
beauties, hath clofely copied Virgil in throwing 
n^any artful digreffions into his poem. He opens 
his fecond book with .an addrefs to Lord Harcourt's 
fon, then abroad upon his travels- m Italy, and 
afterwards returns to his'fubjeft withgreat dexterity 
in the following lines : 

Mean while (altho' the Maflic grape delights. 
Pregnant of racy juice, and Formian hills 
Temper thy cups, yet) wift thou not reje<9: 
Thy native liquors > lo ! for thee my mill 
Now grinds choice apples^ and the Biittfh vatr 
Overflow with generous cyder. Book 2. 

This poet fpeaking afterwards of the. perniciout^ 
eSt&s of drunkennefs, and of the difcords and 
quarrels arifing from this vice. Aides with great art 
and addref& into a defcription of the civil wars and 
difientions that have frequently troubled the repofe 
of this kingdom. And when he comes to mention 
.the laft great rebellion, very dexteroufly flings in 
the following li^e ; 

Yet was the cyder land unftain'd with guilt. 
This at once rccalk the mind of the reader to 
the fubjeft, which the author feemed to have for- 
faken, during fo long a digrcffion. Of the fame 
kind are his defcriptions of the deftru&ion of oJd 
Ariconium, the praifes of Herefordfliire 5 the mo- 
ral characters of the moft celebrated poets, at the 
conclufion of the firft, and the effefts of the union 
at the end of the fecond book : where, after faying^ 
that 

— ; Where'er the Britifli fpread 

Triumphant banners, or their fame has reach'd 
Diffufive to the utmoft bounds of tbia 
Wide univerfe^ «*— 

O 5 - . h^ 
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lie concludes fully and app6fitrfy tokisfubjeifl^ 

- Silurian cyder borne. 
Shall pleafe all taftes, and triumph o'er the viiw. 

: But of all the various kinds of digreffionS) thoTe 
of apathetic nature, if they can be introduced with 
propriety, will have the beA effeft, A moving 
tale, fuch as the hiftory of Orpheus and Eurydice in 
the fourth book of the Georgrcs, is moft likely to 
render a didadic poem interefting. A flfoke of 
paffion is worth a hundred of the moft lirely and 
glowing defcriptions* Men love to be moved, much 
better than tb be inftniAed. Suppofing (feys the 
Abbe' du Bos) that the fubjeA of adida^fc poem 
'rs fo ttcceedittgly curious, as to k>duc6 you to read 
it once over with great pteafure^ yet j^ew will vscutt 
perufe k a fecond time wi^h the faffte- fettsfaSioii 
you tafte even from an eclogue. The Baderftanding 
feels no pleafure in being inftru^d twke in die 
fame thing ; but the heart is capable of feelingtiie 
fame emotion twice^ with great pleaAtce* i his. 
amiable and ingenious writer, who bath ftriick out 
many new o^fervationfi \xfoa poetry, iUuftrat^s his 
. opinion, that a pioem abounding in the beft written 
defcriptions will never dee^y affefl a reader^ ex- 
cept fomething of the pathetic be added^. by the 
lollowing remarks on a fiAer art. 

*^ The fineft landfcapeof Titian or Carcacbe, does 
not intereft the beholder more than would the real 
profps^t of a village in a difagreeable or pleafant 
country. There is nothing in fuch a^pidiuure that 
fpeaks to one, if I may be allowed the expreifion*. 
And as it does not touch the heart, it cannot gain 
the attention. The beft painters were fo well coii!- 
vinced of this truth, that they have very feldom 
given us landfcapes wholly d^fert^ and without hu- 
I anaa 
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man figures ♦• They have peopled their piftures » 
they have intro4uced into them perfons employed in 
,fome afition capable of moving us, arid by'confe- 
,^uence of engaging our attention. This is the 
conftant pra£ucc of Pouffin, Rubens, and the 
other great matters, who do not think it fuflicient 
to place in their landfcapes'a man pafSno; on the 
rosLQy or perhaps a countrywoman carry m^ her 
fruits to market. They introduce men agitated 
with pafBons, in order to excite ours, and by fuch 
ajn emotion to intereft us and engage our attention. 
In efFe6l, the figures introduced in thefe pidtures, 
are more frequently mentioned and talked of, than 
their trees or terrafles. Thelandfcape which Pouf- 
fin painted feveral times over, and which is com- 
manlv called his Arcadia,, would never have been 
fo celebraseJ, if it had contained no human fi- 
gures. , 
Who has not heard* of that famous country, which 
is faid to have been inhabited by the happieft men 
that ever exifted oaeartlv^. Men employed only on 

their 

* This ob^rvatien may be illu^rated by t^t fiua 
£fliik of Milton. " ^ 

As one who long in popoIoiM city peat, j.. 

Where houfes thick and fewers an^oy the air. 
Forth i/fuing oj^ a fumiaer's morn to breathe ^ 

Among the pleafani villages and farms 
Adjoin'd from each they met conceives delightu 
The finell of grain, or tedded grafs, or kine, 
Or dairy, each rural fight, each rural found ; * 

If chance with nymph-like Hep fair virgin pafs, • 
What pleafing feem*d, for Her now plcafcs more; 
She moft, and in her look fums all delight. 

Paradife Lofl, B. 9. v, 445^ 

The beholder^s delight is doubled, at the appearance 
«f this . living b^uty* 
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^heir pleafures, and who knew no other difquietuJes, 
than thofe which befel the imaginary fhepherds in 
/omances, whofe condition is To much to be envi- 
ed. The pidure of which I am fpeaking, rcprc- 
fents a landscape in this delightful country. In the 
midft we fee the monument of a young virgin, 
dead in the flower of her age-: this we know by 
means of herftatue laid" at length on her tomb after 
the manner of the ancients. The fepulchral in- 
fcription is but four Latin words : and yet I lived in 
Jlrcadia. Et in Arcadia ego. But this infcriptlon^ 
fliort as it is, gives occafion for Very ferious re^ 
£e£llons, to two young men and twa young maid- 
ens, crowned with chaplets of flowers, who ktttL 
to have met accidentally with this mournful monu- 
ment, in a place where they might well imagine 
no melancholy objeft was to be found. One of 
their company makes the reft take notice of this in- 
fcription, by pointing to it with his fingen And one 
D>ay perceive, in thug midft of the affliction and 
pity that begin to fpread themfehres over their fea- 
tures, fomething of the remains of an expiring joy- 
We imagine we hear the fefledlionspf thefe young 
^)erfons on the power of death,' who fpares neither 
age, nor beauty ^ and againft whom the happieft 
climates can aftbrd no protection. We figure to 
ourfclves what touching things they would fay to. 
©ne another, when they recovered from their ftrft 
furprize, and we apply thefe things to ourfelves,. 
and t6 thofe for whom we are concerned. It ia 
in poetry as in painting ; and the imitations, which 
poetry makes of nature, touch and afFeft us, only 
in proportion to the impreflion, which the thing 
;jnitated would make on Our heart$y if we faw it in 
<ality/' ♦ 

Thefe 

• Jtejie^i^nf critiques fur le foejSe if /m* la piinturt^ 

Tom, J, p. ^^, 
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Thefe obfervations, drawn from the art of paiot* 
ing, are as full of good tafte, as of folid refle£tio% 
and feem to be founded on a knowledge o'' ihe hu- 
man heart ; on which knowledge all true critlcifm 
muft be founded. They fu^iciently evince that 
without fomethlng of the pathetic^ fomelhing 
that comes home to our bufinefs and bofoms^. na 
didai^tc poem can poifibly be inHereftingr .. . 

As to the ftyle of a didaiSlic poem, which . comes 
next to be confidered, it ou^bt certainly to abound 
in the moft bold and forcible metaphors, the mpft 
glowing and pi£hurefq.u$ epithets ; it ought to be 
elevated and ehlivened by pomp of. numbers, and 
majefty of words^ and by every figure that can lift 
JSL language ^bovetbe vulgar axwi current expreffions. 
One may add^ that in no kind of poetry (nay not 
even in the fublime ode) is a beauty of expreifion io 
^nuch to be regarded as in this. For the epic wri* 
ter ihould be very cautious of indulging himfelf in 
too florid a manner of expreilion ; efpecially in the 
dramatic p|irts of his fable, where he introduces dia- 
logue. And the writer of tragedy cannot fall into 
fo naufeous and. unnatural an anfefUtiont) as to put 

: ^ laboured 

f I( may not be improp^ to produce the following 
glaring inftance of the abfurdity of introducing long 
and minute defcriptions into tragedy. • When Komeo 
receives the dreadful and unexpefted news of Juliet's 
deaths this jfond hufband, in an agony of grief, imme- 
diately jrefolves topoifon himfelf. But his fbrrow is inv^ 
temmtedy while he gives us an exa^ pidore of the 
apotinecary's (hop, from whom he intended to purchaie 
ihepcnibn, 4L 

I do remember an apothecary, 
' And hereabout hedwells, whom l^te I noted. 

In tatter'd weed^ with overwhdming brows#. 

Culliny 
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iato^tddeicttptfonB) poitipoae epithets^ flKidicd 
|ihraies> and bi^'-floMrn aeta^sfaors, into the moittfais 
t»f bis chiaaSbcts. But ae the dida&ic poet fpeaks 
in hii own perfon^ it is a^cdEuy and proper for 
liiiii to ufe a more loicious oolouring ofi ftyle> and 
to be more ftodioiis of ornamenti. And this is »- 
^e«aUe to^aft'Sidaiiiable pmccpt of Ariftotk^ which 
no writei; in any kind of com^Kfition^ be it pcofe or 
poetry, Aiotfld ? ever forgety^-^^^-diat didion ought 
^enoft t« be laboured im the anjudive, that k, the de*- 
ferrptfve parts-of the poern^ in which the opznionB, 
itiaAHiers and paffiom of mm aM not reprefemcd; 6k 
k6o glaring an expreffon obfcures the manners and 
^he fef>tiitietlt».T9f ./i M^ifJ^H^ktTopwri^TOisofycn 

eii»#« PoelicsydiAp. Z4<. 

Accord- 

' CeHfeg- of fimpltf f r ntctgcr #efe \m kpoks^ 
' 'Skaiji'imfery liadwom him x^ f^ bontfs ^ 
' 'Andii^JhlsBeedirlhop atorceifckung,,. . 

An attig^iM toasx^ andothtclkins 
4, Of ill-fliap'd fifhes ; and about his flielvear 

A beggarly account of empty boxes ; 

GrecR earthen pots, bidders and mufty ieeds, 

Remnams of packthread, and old cakes of rofes^ 
' Where thinly fcatter'd tP make up a ftiew. 

K^ 5. Scene 3.. 



* I ^p^ tt> tft<3^wko know aiiy fkhie id idm 
^Cam, wfiefhef RcMneoin thi«di#rrftiyrficiiatxon, ooold 
k^e IcMh^ te ihkik of tiic elligatm-> esipty boxes^ an4.- 
44addei9, and other lemkere of thk bcggariy fliop». 
and to point them out fo diftin6tly to the audience* The 
defcription is indeed v e r j li fe i y aad natond, hot very: 
impropeilf piit into the nnuth of a perifon agitated, 
with fttch pafimas &OKCO is xcpreiiMed te be.^ 



Attetifitg\y Vii-gU lidffli^tffed emy poi&bb in^ 
thoi of exftking hid ft^d into 4fpiity mi grace, by 
bold metskphorsy gnecifinsy ftrikiAg ^pittots, and 
poetical tiititnitbcationdk 

' Hence {9 it tliat be witt npot tiny gm ten^$^ but 
J^dere^ in (he very ik^ liM ef lits pottiik^ Hetvee iter 
't«y9yfmSims offUtfr fo^pldvghing, aiMl Soiurwi dmu 
'f6T the pruAfkig hoeki Htffice i» it tliat he a£trifa^ 
^ Kuii^an properties and piBlBofts"«o phim» and jmhu 
ttiah. 

ExwerintfjhiftreTn animofky atltttjttiJrequentTy 
In jaatjcunque voeei arteSy "baud tarda fiqumtnr, 

Gcor, ii. tr, 5t. 

. . ,Moermtcmabjtm^^^fratermmorteJuvenct4?n. 

Geor, iii, 518. 

Mh\am'fHtnmim/r(mdtietn»njiMfmi^ 

Goor* ii 8a» 

iS/ f Mi^j nri f2/f A/<^ t;i^, ^iHK ghria falmme^ 

George }ii^ f(M!» 

*Tis ^ftet* this manner Virgil jiidicioufly conceals 
'the nakedn6fs and bdrrenneis of his fubjefl, by the 
luftreof his language, and gives to Ceres the ceftus 
of Venus. Tis thus (to ufe Addifon's words) that 
he breaks the clods, and tofles the dung about with 
an air of gracefulnefs. Or, as Boileau fpeaks of • 
another, it is thus that he turneth every thing he 
touches into gold. 

I fliall now endeavour to point the merit or ini- 
perfedion of the moft celebrated didaAic poets, an- 
cient and modem, by giving^a fhoxi and 1 hope im- 
partial a(5count of each. I mall begin with He/iod, 
whofe character has been drawn by Mr. Addifon in 
the following word^. *' If we may guefs, fays he, 
at Hefiod^s chara/der from his writings, he had much 

more of tbe huibandrndn than tbe poet in his 

temper ; 
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temper: he was wOi^erfulljr grave, dtfcreet and 
itugsi ; he lived altogether in the country^ and was 
.pr^abl]r» for his grea^ prudence, the oracle of the 
whole neighbourhood. Thefe principles of good 
hulhandry ran thro' his works^ and dire^ed hkn to 
thech<»ce of tillage and merchandize, for the fub- 
teEt of that which is the mof^ celebrated of them. 
.He is every where bent on inftrudion, avoids all 
40Eianoer of digreffioyis, and does not ftir out of the 
field once in the whole Georgic. His method ^ia 
defcribing month after month with its proper fea- 
fons and employments, is too grave and fimple ; it 
takes ofF from the furprize and variety of the poem^ 
and makes the whole look but like a modern alma* 
nackin verfc. The reader is carried through a courfe 
of weather, and may beforehand guefs, whether he is- 
to meet with fnow or rain, clouds or fvivi>*(hine, in 
.the next defcription. THe defcriptions indeed have 
abundance of nature in them ; but then it is nature 
in hejr .fii;nplicity and undrefs.— Nor has he ihewn 
more of art or judgment in the precepts he has 
given us, which are fown fo very thick, that they 
clog the poem too much,^ and are often fo minute 
and full of circumfiances,, that they weaken and 
linnerve his verfe. But after all, we are beholden, 
to him fo'' the firft rough (ketch of a Georgic, where 
we may ftill difcover fomething venerable in the an- 
tiquenefs of the work ; 6ut if one ' would fee the 
defign enlarged, the figures reformed, and the co- 
louring laid on, and the whole piece fi'niQied, we 
miift expe£l It from a greater matter's hand.** 

I cannot help thinking, but that Mr. Addifbn 

'hath placed the merit of this venerable father of 

didadtic poetry rather too low. There is a g|:eat 

beauty in his natural and artlefs way of writing^ ; 

' and fuch primaeval frniplicity, tho' it aoes not ftru:e 
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«s at firft fight fo forcibly, ds a moi^ laboured zni 
sirtiiicial ftyle, yet i» inimitely pleafmg to one of a 
juft tafte, and to any real lover of nature. How-* 
ever Hefiod fometimes rifes into great dignity of ex- 
preffion^and has given many inftances of true poetry. 
Of this kind is his account of the iron age, where 
the goodnefs of his heart appears in every line; and 
which concludes with the foUowing admirable 
verfes> ddcribing with a lofty profopopoeia, Ehvv^ 
li)ce a <?onftant companion following all the fons of 
men,' and Modesty andN£M£5is,retreatingfjrom 
the earth, 

AfiAKctl^F /u,ftr« 9uAor tim% ^scf a/to/)' Apipw'jnts'f 

Ep>. 1^ Hfiff . «. 194. 

The four laft of thefe lines, in which the goddefl^s 
Modefty and Nemefis are defcribed as beautiful per-* 
fonages, "^arrayed in wlute r<d)es, are I think more 
poetical than even Virgirs imitation of them. 



extrema per illos 



yuftitta ixcedens terris vefttgtafeciU Geo. \u 

Neither hath Mr. Addifon juftly reprefented our 
author's defcription of the cold in the month of Ja- 
nuary. •' The wilj^ beaftb, fays he, run fhivering 
through the woods with their heads ftooping to the 
ground, and their tails clapt between their legs. ; 
the goats and oxen are almofl flead with cold/' In 
this tranflation of Mr. Addifon thefollowiiDg fine 
defcription of Boreas ruihing from the kingdom of 

Thxace^ 
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Thrals^) iteeVHiig down tbc mU«ft eik», an4l i^trea^*^ 
ing tb€ valky^ with M|^<M>^d beeches, is toea}}y 
aad Ktifairiy omitted* 

B|uuiti^7«iir> 1^ iTAiTflt ^Ait fvr» ynetlG^ VA.IK 
A6 to the pdftige which Mr. Addifen tranAate$> 
*^ The oM men too are bitterlv pincht with the 
weather;'' I beg leave to think that the worda^ in. 
the original have great dignity^ and that it i« a ftrok« 
of nature, very artfully introduced into the dcfcrip* 
tion. 



•■» 









Quf «^d;^et'9pl^iitfe of th« fpiiag^.and i;he plea- 
fuMs (o.be enjoyed it that deltcious feafoA> is indeed 
not fojhighiy iiniibed as Virgil's (Geox^. it. 32 3«} 
yet 19 very pleafing tO t^e mind, as it gives one fo 
iiyely an idea of the fimple and natural manners of 
Ihofe eajifly ages. 

' AAA« T^Do^H 

Ep> ;^ ^f*ep; ?/lfi 0. 206. 
I ihall conclude thefe reniarks on Hefiod with his 
character, as drawn by Paterculus, lib. i» c. 7. f^ir 
fireligoHtis ingenii^ it nwllilEfnd dukedkie earminum me* 
morabiiis^ oiu quiitifque at^diffimui^ ut tempore tmstw 
mir9 ( HMmao fdU ^ ita- opnis at9£UriMc proxtmus. 

Empe- 



KkirrErociffer -flburfflicd • itbout tke 80th ^yop- 

on Afe'riattrrt'&fthwgdj'ifjr^ die 

lofs ©f which, if wetnay.jticlge from ft>me fe^-AiMe 
fragments that isemain, We haVe gifeatrcafon to-^wi- 
gret« Even the fevere Ariftode fpeal^s of bim with 
great tefpefk^ smd -fii^'t^thftt he waa vefyr H^tperi* 
cal m hffi'RiaiiAer: ; tint his^te was fer«ibl^.well 
laboured, ati^fuH of^ntetafxl^fm,;^, and that he.fnade 
ufe of 6^1 diir* proper mtediXMdrthar c^iild cood^ce to 
the beauty of his poetry. Om €>f his ^gmeots is 
well tMOrthf oar ^attentioiv sts.it. cxo^tams fonie of 
thd moft exalted ^nA ipkitttaUaoed nciiEioiis of the 
deity tht^'are^ny wbet« to he found m the poetry 
of the ^Abient Grcdcs. . He feoma- to hav^been 
ridilHll^g ^he Mxird Aotidna.tbit prevailed pf cor- 
poreal g«Mk }\ and exprcftly Jif&cflw^ that 'ti^» im- 
poilible God* cstti have any parts Of teeoabeps, or 
any thi^g" refenRtbling thehumatt^^pe. . I hope it 
Wiil Mt 'b^ deemed pedantry: t<^ f^t dpwni at length 
foextraordimryai^nigiiiem. v. ....•.; , • •.; 

Bat what may jaftly give w thehigbci idea of 

-i}\i^ ^etytrnd-^f'thd'ldfsil^efkicriied worlds bj»6 fiif- 

•tairredBy the want of his work, is the noble and 

afFecSUonate charafter given of him by Lucretius, in 

a paffag^^v lii ^IfiohiBhtpoetiy and;ciie.pafi«g)nri&are 

• . 5 ' . ; , equally 

T^mriKW* Diog. Lacr. v 
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equally peat. Where after fpeakine of the wiDit^' 
ders of Sucity in very fublime tenns^ he adds, that 
nothing wJiich that country had produced wa$ fa 
worthy of attention and admiration^ or fo truly va- 
iuable and illuftrious zs this incomparable man ; 

Quorum Jcra^aniinuscuinprifnis BmpedocUs fft^ 
bjjfidd quern Triputris titrrantm geffit in cris^ 

• ' S^dmfltdum eircwn magms anrfraHibns aequar^ 
loniufHglamds 4i/pirpt virms ab undh ; 
Angttftoqwfretu rapidum taan diviJit UfuUs 
Aeoliae ierrarumoras afinibus^m* 
Hie eft vafia Chmybdis^ gt.lne JetneOt mimntur 
Murmttra fLmmartem rwrfumfe colligere inira$ 

. Faueikm erupts iurum ut vis evwiat ignes ; 
Ad coeluniaueferat flamnuu fuhura rurfum 5 

J^a, quern nrng^iampfsmukisfnirandavid^ur 
Oentibus humanis rep$^ vifendapufertury 
Rebus ofima honis^ muka mumita vtrum vi'. 
Nil tamen kcc babuijfi vir$ fraeclarims in fe^ 
Necfan£ium magnisj etmirum^ carwnqm videtOTm 
Carmina quin etiam divini pe£f»'is ejus 
VfdfetanUtr^ ei eafponuut f^aeelararepes^a ^ . , 
Ui vixAumamvideaturJiirpecreatus^\ 

LucgETivs^ I. I. 717, 

Aratus, who fiourifiied in the reigri of Ptolomy 
Philacelphus, was the cotemporary and friend of 
Theocritus* : be composed an aftronomical poem on 
the liature and motion of the ilars. : Cicero (not 

probably 

* Who adffarefles hi^ fixth IdylUnm to him ; 

and is hnagmed to fpeak of his loves in the ieventh* 
This is the poet whom the polite apoille St. Paul quotes 
«'to the Athenians^ Ada xvii. a8« Ty>S ;|^ y^m (rfitf* 
We are alfi bis offsprings 
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probably the moft able judge of poetry, atid who 
tranflated this work into Latin) fays, he writes «r«> 
natijjimos atjue optima ver&s ; but hie certainly wants 
fpirit and elevation^ Virgil has manifeftly bor- 
rowed many of his prognoftics in the firft booky 
from this - writer's phaenomena ; and it may be no 
unpleaiing amufeiz^i^t to. fee how the Roman has 
im^oved the images he took from the Greek. 

The loud refounding of the fea-coafts, and the 
noife among the mountains, are mentioned as 
prognoftics of wipd by Aratus in the following 
lines J 

Tnt&m. ^ (jiAKC^v it tuysAKoi fiooavjif. 

Which circuihftances Virgil hath plainly borrowed. 

Continuo ventis furgeniihusy out fr eta pond 
Incipiunt agitata tumefcere^ et aridus alte 
^ontibfts audlrifragar j aut refonantia longe 
%iUora mifieri^ et nemorum increhefcere murmur* 

It is obvious tliaf: t^fc Roman poet hath added many 
beauties to his original ; fuch is, the heaving and 
fwelling of the fea« fo ftrQijgly exprefled in words 
that xii^ one above another Jiii:e the waves \ 

Fretaponti 



mmmamm 



IftcipiMnt agitata tun^ejcert^'-'^^ 

Such h tHic aridus fragfir^ not to be found in the 
Greek ; and the ruffling niurmur of the woods, 
reprefented by nemorum increhefcere murmur. Again, 
Aratus mentions the prognoftic of the water-fowl 
fucking themfelves before rain : 

B«t 
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Virgil httth added of hi$ om,a. 

Cerfatim iarg^ hmturis i t /JknA r e ronts ; 
Nunc caput itjei^fatrs^frtik^ tumc currere im undas^ 
' Etfludio incajum vtdeas grfiirt tavian£» 

Ajf rift Tff tn^ayM ^^ /WVi vmIjK9c tu^n^ 

A( Boreae de parte truch cwnjfti/mnaty it cum 
Eurique Xepnyrique tmat iamus^ onunapknk 
Rura natantfoj^^ atque omnis navita pcnto 
Humn/a vela kgiu 

The cxpreflions of trum^^ of Zep^pi tbmu^j and ^i- 
nis rum uatanifojjisy axe poefical additions. Even 
tke celebrated defcription of the crows js taken front 
Aratus* 

Turn Ttqiudas c^rvi prej/o ter guttttre voces 
Aut quaUr ingminant \ etfaepe cubilihus altisj . 
Nefiio qua praeter folitum duhedine latti 
Inter fe folmfirepitaut ; juvat imhribii aUn 
Progmttn pttrvam^ dukifytu rev'^ert mdas. 

And U muft he granted that the Greek verfts ar^ ex** 
tremely^ood, and indeed little inferior to Vtrgirs: 

But what Virgil adds is puTclv his own : when be 
accounts for this unufual joy, oy the various effis43ji 
which the .^Iteration of the «ir wiHMvc oa their bo- 
^iKh i^ ^^^ ^^^ pe'rfplcut)tis' and ^eawdfttlianns .* " 

Haud 
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Hoid sqvidm iredo quia fit dmhitus iHis 
hgemumy out nrumfata prudatba rmj^i 
Vtrum^ tJn Umpiftas €t coeM mobiih humor ^ 
Mkiavare tfitUy ft jft^ker Immidus aqfiris 
Deitfatf enmtquagraramulof^piae denfii rdwcai:: 
Vtrtwitiir ^nies avnurum^ etpiHortinuius 
. NuMC idiosy aiios^ dum msiiia vmtus agehaty 
CmmpiunU 

To cxprefs fuch abftrufe notions with fo much 
<lcamcfs and grace, is a great inftance of Virgil*s 
ftipremc mafteryof langtiage. 

On the whore, Aratus appears to have 'a great 
deal of nature, but not much dignity and vivacity 
in his manner. His charaSer is fo finely and fe 
jufUy drawn by Quintilian, and b applicable to fo 
many didaftic poets, that I Ihall give it to the read- 
er without apology for fo many quotations : Araii 
materia wtHu €ar)^^ utix^mtiif^mrietas^ mMus af- 
JtSuit nulla firfanOi nulla cmj^^fuam^^ratM ; h^cit 
t^men^pdri <ttiji paran <r^ulitm Inftit. Oxat^L. i(X 

I believe it is fcarce poffible £ar a pafiage of equal 
length to contain more tafte and judgment in it than 
this : infomuch that there is hardly a fault, which 
a didadic poet can commit^ that is JK>t here hinted 
at. 

OppiAN lived in the b^inning of Commodus'^ 
mgn^ and was afterwards greatly patronized by Se«- 
tverus. He wrote two didafUc jKiemsi, one upoa 
i££hing, called Halieutica; the othfer on J^unting^ 
cntitmed Cynegetica. The former is the moft ce- 
lebrated of the two. Rapin tells us, he is a dry 
^ro&ic writer. But it is ob&ryable, that this cri- 
tic feldomfpeaks favourably of the Greek authors,: 
the reafon of which may probably be, thatlike many 
>a modern critic hedid not underftand that language ; 
And M. Menage aiTurcs us he did not. Scaliger, a 

ixijuch 



3itt REFLECTIONS ON 

much abler ^judge, ikys of Oppian, that he 19 
an excellent poet ; eafy, eloquent, fublime and 
harmonious ; that he not only far furpafles Gradus 
and Nemefianus, who have wiitten on the fame 
iubjed, but that he feecns to have the very air of 
Virgil, whom he endeavoured particdarly to imi- 
tate ; and that he has given us the trueft and live- 
licft image of that divine poet. Tho' the cenfures 
and praifes of Scaliger ^re generally extravagant ; 
and tho' in the prefent cafe, he feems to have be- 
llowed his encomiums on Oppian a little too laviilh- 
ly, yet J believe this writer is well worthy the learn- 
ed reader's perufaU for many of his defcriptions (for 
inftance one of a horfe and a battle of furious bulls) 
are wellworlc'd up and extremely natural and lively^ 
Thus much may fuffice for the Greek didadiic 
poets. 

■■ ■ Maj§r rerum mtbi najikur 9rdo, 

For I am next to fpeak of Lucretius, whofe 
merit as a poet has never yet been fufficiently dif- 
playcd, and who feems to have had more fire, fpi- 
rit and energy, more of the vhida vis dmrni^ than 
aiiy of the Roman poets, not excepting Virg3 
himfelf. Whoever imagines, with Tully, that 
Lucretius had not a great genius, is defired to 
caft his eye on two pictures he has given us at the 
beginning of his poem ; the firft of Venus vrith 
her loyef f Mars, beautiful *to the laft degree, 
and more glowing than any figure^ painted by Ti- 

• . • ' tian ; 

• The Jefuit Favajbr , iii his famous treatife^ A 
ludiad di^Hone, greatly commends Opfian. 

f ■■ , in gremium qtii faepe tuumfe ' 

Rejicitf aettrno drvinBus 'vchere amoris ; 
•Jtfue ita/ujpkiens terett cemficerepofia 
Pafcit amort OFvidos inhians in te^ dea^ *vijus j 
Eque tuff pendit re/ufini fpiritut mi. L. -i. 33, 



k 



DIDACTIC POETRY- ^13 

tian ; the % fecond of the terrible and gigantic fi- 
gure, the daemon of Supcrftition,worthy the energetic 
pencil of Michael Angelo. Neitherdo I think that the 
defcription that immediately follows of the facrifice 
of Iphigenia, was excelled by the famous picture of 
Timanthes on the fame (nhjeSt^ of which Pliny 
fpeaks fo highly in the 35th book of his Natural H\v* 
tory : efpecially the minute and moving circum-* 
fiances of her perceiving the grief of her father 
Agamemnon and of the prieft's concealing his 
facriiicing knife, and of the fped^ators burftirig in- 
to tears, and her falling on her knees* 

Cuifemel infula virgineos circumdata tMmptet 
Ex utraqui pari malarum parti prefiifa efl^ 
Ei moeftumftmul ante aras ajlare paretttim^ 
Senfityet hunc propter forrum ulare miniflres^ 
AfpeSiuque fm lacrymas effunderecives ; 
Aluta metu terram gembus fammijfapetebatm 

Lib. 1.88. 

Few paffages even in Virgil himfelf are fo highly 
fiaifhed, contain fuch lively delcriptions, or are fo 
harmonious in their verfificationy as where our 
poet (peaks of the fruitfulnefs occafioned through- 
out all nature by vernal fhowefs, lib. i. 251 
to ver. 293; of the ravages committed by tem- 
peftuous winds, lib. i. 272 to ver* 295 5 of the 
difficulty of his undertaking, and of hisaffe£tion to 
his patron Memmius, lib. L 920 to ver. 950; 

X Humana ante cculisfoed^ cum *oitajaceret9 
In terris tppreffa granjt fuh Relligionb, 
^me caput e coeli regiombus ofiendebat 
Horribili/uper aJpeQu mortauhus infians $ 
Primum graius homo mwrtaUs tolkre contra 
Efi oculoi au/us „ — m* 

Vol*. I. P where 
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where after mentioning the great obfcurity of his 
fubje£l} he breaks out into that enthufiaftic rapture -, 

■ ■ ' Sidacri. 
Perciiffit thyrfo haud'ts^ ffes magna mtum cor^ 
Etjhnul tncuffit fuiFuem mi in peSius atmr^m 
' Mufarum^ qnommc in/HnHut mente vigenti 
jfvta Pieridum p€ragr9 loca^ nulUus ante. 
' Trhafiio \ jttvatintegrosaecedere fonUSy &c. 

The fecond book opens with a^ fublime defcrtp*' 
tion of a true philoibpher, Handing on the top of the 
temple of Wifdom, and looking down with pity and 
contempt on ihebufy hum of mm. This is followed 
by a forcible exhortation to temperance of each 
kind, and bv tilat account of the pieafures of a 
country life (ven 24 tover, 36.) which Virgil hath 
cxaftly copied' at the end of his fecond book of the 
Georgic.. The fears and the cares. that infeft. hu- 
man life are afterwards perfonified in the following 
manner. 

« ' Re venaque MSTU-s hominumy CuR aje<^e fnfuaces 
Ncc meiiiunt'fonitus arm^um, mcfera tela.\ 
Auda^erqtte inter nffes, rerumqite'poUntes 
Verfantur^ ne^fulgoremreyereruur ah auro» 

Thefe images arc furdy.^far fupexior to thofe admir-' 
edoaes.of HofacCv ^ ^ 

— — *<W?<:'CuRAS laquedta circum 
Te^a velantes^-^ 
Scandit* aeratas vithfi naves- 
CuRA — — 

I know fiot how to- refifb the temptation of giving 
the reade# the follbwing landfcape of a diftaxit 
mouataia with flocks feeding on the fide of it- 

Nam 
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Namfaefe in colli tort^tts pabidct bditfy 
Lanigerae reptant pecudesy quo qmmquevdcantes^ 
Invitant herbaf^ germnantef rore ncenti ; 
Etfatiati agni ludunt^ bhndeque conifccmty 
Omnia quae rtohis longi confufa videntiiry 
£t velutiin viridi candor confrere colli • 

L. ii. 317. • 

And I could wiih to have room to- fet down the 
<l^fcription that immediately follows, lib. ii. 
324 to 330, of a field of battle, or the fubfequeht 
one of a cow's lamenting her calf that was facri* 
iiced. There is fomething fo truly pathetic, that I 
muft trefpafs on the readers patience, and give it 
him. 

At mater viridesfaltui orhtita peragrans 
Linquit humiteaibus vefligia prejja bihulcts^ '' 
Omnia coirvifens eculis foca^ ft quest ufquam 
Conjpicere amijjum foetum^ completque querelis 
Frondiferum nemus adftftens ; et crebra revijit 
Jdjiabuluniy dejiderio perfixa juvenci. 

L. 11. 355. 

In the beginning of the third book, which opens 
ivith the praifes of rlpicurus, is a p.aflage that of it- 
felf, without alledging other infiances, is fuffici^nt 
to fhew the.ftrength and fublimity of our author's 
imagination. At the found of thy voice ffays he, 
addrefSng himfelf to the father of his philofophy) 
the Terrors of the mind (here perfonifiedj fly away 
with fear and aftoniihment. 

P 2 Nam 
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Namfimul ac^ Ratio tua taeph vodferari 
Naturam rerum baud £vina nunU coortum 
DiffuginPtt ani/ni t Tejljlor.es. 

The walls of the world fuddenly part afunder ! I 
Took down into the immenfe void ! and diftin£tly 
fee all it contains ! 



Moenia mundi 



Dijiiduntj totum video per inane geri res. 

This image always puts me in mind of that exalted 
one in Milton, which is fo ftrongly conceived. 

On heavenly ground they flood, and from the (hore 
They view'd the vaft imme^fiirable abyfs 
Outrageous as a fea, dark, Wilfteful, wild,*! 
Up from the bottom turn'd by furious winds 
And furging waves, as mountains to aflault 
HeavVs height, aiid with the center mix the pole. 

Par. Loft, B^ vii. 7,10. 

Our poet adds, in lines as flnifhed and as fmooth 
as Virgirs that he there faw the happy and undif- 
turbed ftate of the gods. 

Jpparet divum numen^fedefque quietae^ 

^uas nequt concutiunt ventiy neque nubila nimbis 

A/per gunt^ neque nix acri concreta pruina 

Cana cadens violat ; femperque innubihis aether 

Jntegit, et large diffufo tumin'e ridet : 

jft contra nuf^uam apparent Acherujia tenjpla. 

L. iii. 25, 



Oa 



f : Perfcni, 
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On the pemfal of this paflage, can one forbear cry- 
ing out with the author i 

His tibi me rebusy quoidom dhina voluptai 
Perciptt atque horror ! 

• 

The defcriptions of a perfon in a deep lethargy, lib; 
iii. ver. 465^ of the efFe£b of drunkennefs, ver. 
475; of the falling ficknefs, ven 486; and the 
noble profopopoeia, ver. 944, where Nature is in- 
troduced chiding her ungrateful fons for their folly 
and difeontent, are equal to any thing in the Ro- 
man poefy ; as is Itkewife the conclufion of this 
book, wnere the poet allegorizes all the punifh- 
ments of hell, from ver. 991 to 1036. 'Tis hard 
to determine whether the poetry or impiety of this 
third book (where many weak arguments are 
brought againft the immortality of the foul) be 
greateft. 

In the fourth book our author hath painted the 
evils and inconveniences attending the paffion of 
love in the livelieft terms. No poet feems to have 
felt more ftrongly than Lucretius. For this fee the 
following defcription of jealoufy, and obferve the 
minute circumftances it enumerates. 

jfut quod in ambiguo verbum jaculata reliquit 
Shod cupido adfixum cordi vivefcit ut ignis j 
jiut nimiumjahare oculos^ aliuneue tueri 
^odput^ty in vuhuque videi veftigia rifusy 

L. iv. 1131. 

I know not what, apology to make to the reader 
for fuch a number o^ quotations : but I . have al- 
ways thought that general criticifm, without pro* 
ducing particular paffaees, was both ufelefs and 

P 3 unen- 
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unentertaining. Befides, I look upon the giving 
him thefe defcripttons^.to belike leading himth rough 
a gallery adorned with the mod; exquiiite paintings* 
I am fure thece is no piece by the hand of Gu*klo or 
Carrache, that exceeds the following groupe of al* 
legorical perfonages. 

// KiT^ et y^nusy stVinerispraenurtttMsmt^ 
Pinrmtus graditur Zephyr us, vefiigia propter ^ 
Flora quibui mater ^ prae^erggns antt ^luat 
Cun^a coloribus £gregiisy et/ubriius applet, 
Inde hcifeqmtur Cahr aridus, et Comes una 
Pulverulenta Ceres, et Etefia Flabru dquilonum^ 
Inde Autumnus adit, graditurjimtd Evius Evan : 
Inde aliae Tempefiates^ Ventique fequimtur, 
Jltitojians Vo&urnus, et Aufter fidmne poUens : 
Tandeni Bruma nives adferty pigrumque rigor em 
Reddit, Hyems fequitur, crepitans -acdentibus Algusm 

L. V. 736, 

This fifth book concludes with a defcription of the 
uncivilized ftate of man, together with the* origin 
and progrefs of government, arts, and fciences. The 
poetical beauties it contains are fo many and fo va- 
rious, that they well merit a particular difcuffion f 
but intending to publifli a tranflation of this part of 
Lucretius with critical obfervations^ I wave all far- 
ther mention of it at pre fen t. 

The fixth book is the leaft obfcjiire arid abffrufe 
of any, being wholly takea up with defcribing the 
appearances of nature, and accounting for fome 
feeming prodigies. The plague with which the 
whole poem concludes being more known and per-- 
haps more read than any other part of it, I ihall 
not point put any particular parages. 

I could 
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1 could not forbear faying thus much of an au* 
thor, whofe fertile and ftrong imagination, whofe 
tieryous and forcible exprelfion feemnot fufficientljr 
regarded. The arguments of impiety which the 
poem contains, are indeed fo fophiftical and weak, 
and have been«fo many times folidly confuted, that 
I do not fee the danger fome are apprehenfivc of 
from a diligent perufal of this noble work. 

It were much to be wifhed that the cardinal de 
PoLiGNAC had any of the force and fire of Lucre- 
tius, whom he has endeavoured to anfwer : his ar- 
guments are indeed ftrong, but he ha^ not a fpark of 
poetry : his verfification is fmooth, but not enough 
Varied with different paufes ; and he is generally too 
verbofe and diffufe. One merit muft be allowed 
him,"^ that of perfpicuity in expreffing and ex- 
plaining themoftdifficult fubje6ts : for perhaps there 
are few accounts of the nature of free-will fo clear 
and convincing, as what he has given us in the fifth 
book of his Anti-Lucretius, ver. 1 164 et feq. 'Tis 
great pity he did not follow the found philofophy of 
Newton, inftead of that of his whimfical country- 
man. Why, fays Voltaire, fliould we ftill con- 
tinue to fubftitute the reveries of Decartes, in the 
place of the reveries of Lucretius ? Oeuvrcs de Vol- 
taire, tom. 10. 304. 

* 

So much hath already been faid of ViRGiL(who 
ihould next be mentioned) both in thefe refledtions, 
m the foregoing notes, and particularly in the pre- 
fattory dedication, that any farther obfervations on 
him-in this place are fuperfluous. 

Horace's Epiftle tothePlfo's, commonly called 
his Art of Poetry, feems never to have been fo fully 
underftood, and fo judicioufly explained, as lately 
by the author of Notes and a Commentary upon It. 

P 4 He 
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He hath endeavoured to prove, that there is an art-^ 
ful concealed jnethod obferved tkroaghout the 
"whole; and that it is ni»t a general fyftem of poetry^ 
as hath ufually been imagined, butjs confined mere- 
ly to the ftate and dcfeSts of the drama in the age of 
Auguftus. The Romans feem to haye flood in need 
of fuch an inftrudor, for they had no extraordinary 
' talents or tafte for the ftage. In conwteUa maxima claU' 
dicamusy fays the impartial Quinttlian: notwith- 
itanding Varro's opinion,-that if Che Mufes were to 
fpcak Latin, they would fpeak in Plautus's lan- 
guage; notwithftanding our forefathers talk fo high- 
ly of Caecilius; and notwithftanding Terence's 
"writings were attributed to Scipio Africanus. He 
adds the reafon with his ufual elegance ; Vix levem 
confeqidmur umbratjiy adeo ut mihi Jermo ipfe Romanui 
non recipire vtdeatur^ lUam foils concejjam Jttlcis Ven^- 
refn^ quando earn ne Graeci quldem In alio genere Ungual 
cbtlnuerlnU Inflit. Orat. lib. ii. And as to tra- 
^tiy the Romans have made no confiderable figure 
in it ; but Quintilian aflures us (and in this one in- 
itance I can with difficulty give credit to him) that 
the Thyefles of Varius was comparable to any tra- 
gedy, of the Greeks; and that the Medaca of Ovid 
evidently fhewed, how much he could have ex- 
celled, if he had chofen to reftrain, rather than give 
aloofetohis genius. Infl. Orat. 1. ii. The un- 
natural and afFeded Seneca cannot be mentioned 
without diflafle. It is needlefs to add what ainloft 
every fchoolboy is acquainted with, that the pre- 
cepts of Horace are chiefly drawn from Ariftotle's 
Poetics, are indeed the moil ufeful commentary on 
that ineftimable treatife, and will befl enable us to 
judge of the ancient ftage : but he hath likewife in* 
ferted many precepts, peculiarly adapted to the ufe 
of his countrymen : and hath delivered the whole 

with 



DIDACTIC POETRY. 32^^ 

with that graceful negligence that ought ta be the 
predominant quality of epiftolary writings both ix> 
verfe and profe -, while they (hould 

m " familiarly convey 
The trueft notions in the eafieft way. 
He who fupreme in judgment as in wit. 
Might boldly cenfure, as he boldly writ, 
YetjudgM with coolnefs, tho' he fung with fire : 
His precepts teach but what his works jnfpire. 

Pope's EJ/ay on Criticifniy ver. 656. 

Under this head (in which I fliall include all 
the Writers on this fubiecft) it will be unpardon- 
able to omit Marcus Hieronymus Vida, one 
of the firft reftorers of polite literature and juft 
criticifm. His Poetics have been always defervedly 
read and admired as a fine dida£tic poem, and con- 
fidering the time ^i which he wrote, were of great 
ufe in diiFufing a good tafte among his coun- 
trymen ; and from thence over all Europe^ The 
higheft panegyric he ever received was from Mr. , 
Pope in the following paflages which gave occa- 
fion to the reading and publifhing him in England, 
where formerly he was but little known : 

But fee ! each Mufe in Leo's golden days. 
Starts from her trance, and trims her wither*a bay s ; 
Rome's ancient Genius, o'er its ruins fpread. 
Shakes oft* the duft and rears his reverend head ; 
Then Sculpture and her fifter arts revive, 
Stones leap'd to form, and rocks began to live ; 
With fweeteft notes each rifing temple rung, 
A Raphael painted, and a Vida fun^. 
Immortal Vlda ! on whofe honour^ brow, 
The poet's bays and critic's ivy grow : 

P 5 Crc- 
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Cremoiia now fhall ever boaft thy name. 
As next in place to Maiilua, next in faxaafe ! 

The charaSeriftics of Vida feem to be elegance, 
pcrfpicuity, and purity 5 but he frequently wants 
majefty and force. He rifes however into poetry 
at the end of his firft book) and in the middle of 
his fecond^ where he defcribes the poet under the 
influence of infpiration, returning upon him pow-- 
erfully after a languid interval^ and an abfence of 
the poetic inclination : 

■■ Unde haec tarn clara repent e * - 

I'emp^as ? Deusy ecce Deus ! jam corda fatigOtj 
Ahim injmuat V£ms^ penitufque per artus 
Diditur^ atque faces faevas fub pefion verfat* 
Nee fe jam capit actr agens eahf^ igneaque intui 
Visjaevit^ totoque agitat fe corpore numen. 
, Ille autem exultans jaSiai jam nonfua veria, 
Oblitufque hominem mirumfonat^ baud p^tis igneniy 
Excutere^ invitum miraturfe ire^ rapique 
Praecipiiem^ te Phoebe vocans, te Phoebe frenuntiln 
Vociferans^ pleAufque Deo^ Jiimulifque fubaSius 
Hatid placidis 5 mn ille dapum, non ille quietisy 
jlut fomni memor hancpotisejl deponere cur am* 

Whence fliot this fudden flafli that gilds the pole ? 
The god, the god comes rufhing on his foul j ' 
Pires with aethereal vigor every part, ^ -j 

Thro' ev'ry trembling limb he feeqis to dart, C 
Works in each vein, and fwellshis rifing heart, j 
Deep in his breaft the heav'nly tumult plays. 
And fets his mounting fpirits on a blaze. 
Nor can the raging flames themfelves contain. 
For the whole goddefcends into the man. 
He quits mortality, and knows no bounds, 
Butfings infpir'd with more th^a human founds. 

Nor 
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Nor from his breaft can (hake th' immortal load. 
But pants and raves impatient of the god j 
And, rapt beyond himfeif, admires the force 
That drives him on reluftant to ih6 <:ourfe. 
He calls on Phoebus, by the god oppreft. 
Who breathes exceflivfe fpirit in his breaft ; 
No force -of thirft or hunger can controul 
The fierce, the ruling tranfport of his fouL 

PiTT*s Tranjktion ofVida^ p. 49. 

2d Edit. 

The precepts of Vida principally refpetft the 
Epopoeia, but are moft of them applicable to every- 
other fpecies of poetry. . In his third and laft book 
he hath treated of poetical ftyle in general : hath 
examined the force and propriety of every figure of 
fpeech with great accuracy and true tafte ; hath 
laid down fbme judicious rules,^ on that difficult 
and delicate tafk, correftion ; and concludes 
with a panegyric on the poems of Virgil. It 
ought to be obferved, that all fucceeding writers 
on this fubjeft are more indebted to Vida, than he 
was to his predeceflbrs in the fame way. 

BoiLE Air's Art of Poetry has 'a brevity in its pre- 
cepts, a perfpicacity in its obfervations, and ^n 
energy in its ^yle, feldom tb be found in the 
difFufive writings of iiis countrymen. He hath de* 
livered rules for every fpecies of poetry in its re^- 
gular gradations from the paftotal to the epic: only 
'tis obfervable that he fpeaks not a fyllable of the 
didaflic. We have in this highly finifli'd work, * 
which however confifts but of four fhort canto's, 

all 

* Ou CorneilU iui trmvi ieaucoup a apprendrgy fays M. 
dc Vojtairc, 

Louis xiv. T. ;2. iS;. 
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?l\ that could be expeded from a man of ftro&g 
fenfe and keen obfervation (tho' perhaps of no 
warm poetical genius) who bad fpent his life in 
ftudying and defending the ancients, had formed 
his tafte upon the Greek and Roman models alone, 
and therefore always pra£lifed and recommended a 
manly fimplicity of ftyle and fentiment. 

I chufe to fpeak of Mr. Pope's Effay on Criti- 
cifm in the words of his friend and commentator. 
** When the reader confiders the regularity of the 
plan, tbe mafterly condudb of each part, the pene- 
tration into nature, and the compafs of learning fo 
confpicuous throughout, he {bould at the fame time 
know it was the work of an author who had not at- 
tained to the twentieth year of his age." 

Altho' there are fome fenflble obfervations, and 
perhaps a few fparks of poetry in the Duke of 
Buckingham's EfTay on Poetry, and in that of 
Lord Roscommon on tranflated verfe, yet I muft 
prefume to think, thatthe reputation they have 
gained, is in a great meafure owing to the rank of 
their authors, and to the age in which they 
were written; when criticifm had not fpread fo 
widely, nor was fo well underftood, as apparently 
it hath been fince their times. 

I am doubtful whether I ought to mention 
Ovid's Art of Love in this lifl of didactic poemsy 
from the libertine nature of its fubje£l. With re- 
fpedb both to his ftyle and matter, one may apply 
to him what Quintilian fays of ano^her> ahmdai 
ftulcibus viiiis. 

There is great difpute among the critics, whc-. 
therMANiLius wrote his aftronomical poem in the 

age 
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iige of Auguftus, as he bimfelf affirms he did* 
Many inft^ces of fuch language, and fuch verfift-' 
cation as cannot be met with in' any other poet of 
that time, may be found in his work : for which 
the curious reader may fee the third dialogue of Mr. 
Spence's Polymetis, page 25. Whatever ufe his 
poem may be of to aftronomers, who are inclined 
to confider the fyftems of the ancients, ^tis certain 
that there is not a grain of genius or poetical fpirit 
to be difcovered throughout the whole, tho^ on a 
fubjeft fo fufceptible of poetry. And indeed, what 
could one expcA from a writer who made the fol- 
lowing cold declaration at the very beginning of his 
work, and which he ftri£Uy verifies in the courfe of it : 

Omai res ipfa negate eantenta doceri. 

At thefeftoration of literature under the glorious 
pontificate of Leo X. feveral true geniufes arofe. 
Among the reft Fracastorius, who wrote the 
Syphilis, He was unfortunate in the choice of a 
fubjeA, very difficult to be treated in an orna^ 
mental manner : yet 'tis furprizing to fee how he 
has enlivened fo unpromifing a theme by the 
beauty and dignity of his language. See how he 
hath defcribed a blooming and beautiful youths 
labouring under this dreadful diftemper : 

Peulatim ver id nitidum^ fios iUejuventae 
Difperiit^ vis ilia animi ; tumfquaUda tabes 
Anus {horr'endum /) mferos ohduxitj it ahU 
Grandia turgihant faidis abfceffibus iffa, 
Vkera (prok divum pietatem !) informia ptdcbr9$ 
Pafcebant eculosy it diai buis amorim^ 
Pafcebantqiu acri corrojas vubure nans* 
Jllum Jlpes vicirtoij ilium vaga flumina flerunt ; 
Ilium mitis Ollijuc Dw^ Eriaaniqui pueUae 
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Fteverunt^ nemorutnque Deae rurifque puellae ; 
Sdfinufque alta^emitum lacus edidit amne. 

Syphilis, L. i* 

The * ftyle of Fracaftorius is not made up of 
fhreds and patches, and ends of lines collected 
ftom Virgil and Horace, (as are feveral copies of 
vcrfes in our Mufae Anglicanae) ; but it is one con- 
tinued thread equally woven thro' the whole piece. 
There is a good deal of imagination in the thir<J 
book, where he defcribes the manner of finding the 
Hyacus in America. In a word, the Syphtles 
is perhaps the beft conduced and moft finifhed 
of modern didaftic poems in Latin verfe. It doubt- 
lefs eminently exceeds the filk-worms of his coun- 
tryman and cotemporary Vida f, (who hath too 
clofely and fervilely copied the bees of Virgil) and 
the gardens of Rapin, of whom the French after 
their manner boaft fo highly ; who is a feeble and 
flegmatic poet, and hath filled his work, und^ the 
notion of dlgrei&ons, with many puerile and extra- 
vagant fables, the Caruaturd's of Ovid -, whofe idle 

turm 

» 

*^See]uft beautiful epiftleto Baptifta Turrianus of 
Verona, concenun? hi3 way of life and method of 
paffing his time with his family ; together with that to 
J. Turrianus on the death of lus fons, The two books 
of hi« Jos E p H are not e^ual to the -Syphilis, 

t However the following lines are elegant And pretty, 
on the worms being turned into butterflies. 

Haerent attcnitae rerum no*vitate, nee audeia 
Remigio alarum fe aferto credere coelo, 
DiJJimilefqae fui tacit e no'ua corpora fecum 
Mir arty formd nec/efe agnofcere in ilia ; 
Cornua niirauturfrontiy mirantur ei alas^ 
Et *oires nilfupra audent tentare priores 
J^iffifif memore/que/m»\ 
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turm and witticifms h^ hath Ukewife frequently 
imitated. There is more pleafure, fays Addifon, in 
.the little platform of a garden which Virgil givf^ 
us about the middle of the founh Geofgic, than 

in all the fpacious walks ai^d water-works of Rapin^ 

< 

The art of painting feems to be the fineft and 
fhiitfulleft fubjeft for a didadtic poem. What 
Fresno Y has written on that fubje^i is exceedingly 
dry, profaic, and unentertaining ; for he has only 
given the mechanic rules of a painter ; it is to be 
wifhed that fome true genius would undertake to 
treat it as a poet* 

The Praedium Rufticum o( the Jefuit Vaniere, 
is a long and languid produiSlion ; but from the la- 
bour of the writer, who has collected fome curious 
particulars relating to the management of the far^* 
mers of his country, it may perhaps anfwer one pc- 
rufaL 

The Italians boafl much of a poem im Agricul- 
ture, La ColikfazUm di Luigi Alamanm, He wrote 
it in France under the protection of Francis I. It 
is in fix books, ^nd in blank verie; and is efteemed 
pure Italian. But the fufajed): is very little diver-* 
fified with digreffions, and not very poetically 
treated. 

They have likewife a dida£lic poem on the ma- 
nagement of bees, but it is litde more than a 
tranflation of Virgil's fourth book, omitting the 
ftory of Ariftaeus, with a few additional precepts 
of the author,. It was written by Giovanni. 
RuccELLAi^ and ends with an addrefs to his inti- 
mate friend Trif&no, the author of that coqI and 
infipid epic poem, Italia Liberata ; but whofe me- 
mory ought to be reverenced for having given us 

the 
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the firft regular modern tragedy, in blank veffe^ 
his Soplmttjha ; aft Ruecellai himfelf produced the 
fecond that was feen iA Italy, entituled, Rofmunda. 

Before I conclude thefe refle^ons, it will, I 
prefume, be expeded that I fpeak a few words on 
the dida^ic |)oets df our own nation* 

Philips's Cyder is a very clofe and happy imi^ 
tation of the Georgic, and conveys to us the fuOcft 
idea of Virgirs manner : whom he hath exa&Iy fol- 
lowed in a pregnant brevity of ftyle, in throwing 
in frequent moral reflections, in varying the me*- 
thod of giving his precepts, in his digreiSons, and 
in his happy addrefs in returning again to his ftib-^ 
je£l ; in his knowledge and love of philofophy, 
medicine, agriculture and antiquity, and in a 
certain primaeval fimplicity of manners, which 
is fo confpicuou^ in both* 

If there be any fault in t'hilips, it is, perhaps, 
his infertion of many images that excite laughter^ 
and are contrary to the majefty of the dida£tic 
Mufe ; and his having ufed too many ellifions, 
cxotique and antique expreffions^ and tranfpofi- 
tions, under the notion of ftrengthening^his verfe, 
and of refemhling Milton; who, by the way, is 
not fo uniformlyobfolete and difficult in his diraon, 
as is.fometimes imagined } but makes ufe of thefe 
uncommon and unfamiliar phifafes chiefly when he is 
defcribing things that lie out of the compafs of na- 
ture, and that are marvellous and ftrange, fuch as 
hell, chaos and heaven. 

SoMERViLLB in His ChacE, writes with all 
the fpirit and fire of an eager fportfman* ' 

Fare- 
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Farewell Cleora ! here deep funk in down 
Slumber fecure with happy dreams amusM 

———Me other jdys invite. 
The horn fonorous calls, the pack awak'd 
Their mattins chant, nor Igrook my long delay. 
My courfer hears their voice ; fee there with ears 
And tail ere A, neighing he paws the ground ^ 
Fierce rapture kindles in his red'ningeyes, ^ 
And boils in every vein* B, ii* 84* 

The defcriptions of hunting the hare, the fox, 
and the ftag, are extremely fpiiited, and place the 
very objects before oiu: eyes ; of fuch confequence 
is it "for a man to write on that which he hath fre- 
quently felt with pleafure. He negleds his verfifi- 
cation fometimes, and there are doubtlefs great in- 
equalities, both with refpeft to harmonv and ex- 
preffion, in the poem. He hath failed in defcribing 
the madnefs that fometimes rages among hounds, 
and particularly in his account of the eSe£ts of the 
bite of a mad dog on a man. 

To defcribe fo difficult a thing, gracefully and 
poetically, as the effefls of a diftemper on the hu- 
man body, was referved for Dr. Armstrong; 
who accordingly hath nobly executed it, at the end 
of the third book of his Art of preferving health, 
where he hath given us that pathetic account of the 
fweating ficknefs. There is a claffical corre£knefs 
and clofenefs of ftyle in this poem, that are truly 
admirable, and the fubie£l is raifed and adorned 
by numberlefs poetical images. What can be more 
pleaflng than his defcription of a healthy fituation 
for a houie ? 

See ! where enthroned in adamantine ftate. 
Proud of her bards imperial Wlndfor fits ; 

Tbctc 
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There chufethy feat, in fome afpirijig grove 
Faft by the flowly-winding Thames j or whf re 
Broader fbe laves fair Richmond's green retreats ^ 
^(ichmond that fees an hundred villas rife 
Rural or gay). O from the fummer's rage 

wrap me in the friendly gloom that hides 
Umbrageous Ham. 

This ends with a well-condu(3ed .profopopoeia. 

. 'Green rife the Kentiih JiiUs in chesqrful air ; 
But on the mar&y plains that EiTex fpreads 
" Build not, nor reft too long thy wand'ring feet. 
For on a riifticthrone of dewy turf. 
With baneful fogs her aching temples bounti. 
Quartan a there prefides ; a meagre/fiend 
Begot by Eurus, when his brutal force 
Comprefs'd the flothful Nsuads of the fens. 

B. 1. loS. 
In how lofty a manner hath he introduced his pre- 
cepts concerning drinking water ? 

Now come ye Naiads, to the fountains lead ! 
Now let me wander through your gelid reign : 

1 tui^n to view th' enthufiad^c wilds 
By txiortal elf untrod. I hear the din 

• Of watQrs thundering o'er the ruin'd cliffs. 
With holy reverence I approach the rocks 
Whenceglidetheftreamsrenown'd^nahcientfong. 
Here from the defart down the rumbling fteep 
Firft fprings the Nile ; here burfts the founding Po 
In angry waves ; Euphrates hence devolves 
Amighty flood to water half the Eaftj 
And there in Gothic folitude reclin'd 
The chearlefi Tanab pours his hoary urn. 
What folemn twilight ! what ftupcnoous (hades 
Enwrap thefe infant floods ! Thro' every nerve 
A facred horror thrills, a pleafing fear 
Glides o-er my frame ! B. ii. 352, &c. 

v-* In 
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Xnihort, jtliis. author (h»th evidently ihewn, tiiat 
tiiere is jnp iiitljt^f but civiiat is ci^pable cf being ex- 
alted into poetry by a genius* ► 

There is a fublimity of fentiment *, an ehergy 
ofdi£lion> a Tplrit unextinguifhed by corrc<9:nefe 
and rhyme, to be 'found in Mr. Pope's Effay on 
Man, that will ever render it the honour of ro^ur 
nation and language. And it is not my province 
at prefent to determine^ what fome are apt to dif- 
.pute, whether or no this ppem (in the words of 
Dr. Warburton) *' hath a precmon, force, and 
** clofenefs of connexion, rarely to be met with 
*^ even in the moft formal treatifes of philofophy ?" 

The Pleasures of Ima-gination are, in 
their Tcry nature, a^moft proper and pregnant fub- 
jeft for a dida<9:i€ poem. The amiable author who 
happily fixt on thefe as his fubje<9:, it muft be al- 
lowed by the fevereft critic, hath done them ample 
juftice ; whether we cotafider -his glowing and ani- 
mated ftyle, his lively and pidurefque images f ; 
the graceful and harmonious flow of his numbers j 
or the noble fpirh of poetical enthufiafm, which 
breathes rfirough his whole w-ork. But that I may 
notlofe myfelf in a wide field of panegyric, I ^ill 
produce the following three paffages, in which 
images of Greatnefe, Wonderfulnefs, and Beauty 
* - (from 

• See particularly Ep. i. ver. zSj to the ^nd. If there 
be any fault in this poem, it is perhaps the inixing droll 
and burlefque images with fenou's do£lrines : fuch i^ 
that line (taken from Charron, Book i. on Wifdom) 
See man for mine, replies a pamperM goofe. 

t See particularly the defcription of Pleasure ^Vi r- 
TUE, and Pain, Book ii. 409, &c, ofafolemn wood„ 
and particularly ver. 290. B.iii.andofa poet at the time 
of hisiirfl: conceiving fome great dcfign, B. iii. ver, 373. 
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(from the perception of which all die pleafure^^ 
poetry and the imagination principally flow) are 
thus nobly exemplifyHl. 

J. GREATNESS. 

•****-The high-born foiil 
Difdains to reft his heaven alpitin^ wing 
Beneath its native quar^. Tfi'a of earth 
And this diurnal fcene, ihe fprings aloft 
Through fields of air ; purfues the flying ftorm j 
Ridea on the volleyed lightning thro' the heav'ns) 
Or yok'd with whirlwinds and the northern blaft^ 
Sweeps the long trad of day. Then high (he foars 
The blue profound^ and hov'ring o'er the fun 
j^bolds him pouring the redundant ftream 
Of light ; beholds his unrelentine fway 
Bend the reluctant planets and aUTolve 
The fated rounds of time. Thence hr effus'd 
She darts her fwiftnefs up the long career 
Of devious comets ; through its burning figna 
Exulting circles the perennial wheel 
Of nature, and looks back on all the ftars, 
Whofe blended light* as with a milky zone, 
Invefts the orient. Now amaz'd ihe views 
Th' empyreal wafte, where happy fpirits hold^ 
Beyond this concave beav'n, their calm abode ^ 
And fields of radiance, whofe unfading light 
Has traveird the profound fix tho^fand years. 
Nor yet arrives in fight of mortal things ^ 
£v*n on the barriers of the world untir'd 
She meditates th' eternal depth below > 
Till, half recoiling, down the headlone fteep 
She plunges; foon o'erwhelm'd and fwallow'd up 
In that immenfe of being* There her hopes 
Reft at the fated goal. 

a. W O N- 
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^. WONDERFULNESS. 

■ ■■ W hat need words 
To paint its power ? For this, the daring you^.h 
Bre^ from his weeping mother's anxious arms. 
In foreign dimes to rove : die penfive fage 
Heedleis of fleep, or midnight's liarmful damp. 
Hangs o'er the nckly taper ; and untir'd 
The virgin follows, with inchanted ftep. 
The mazes of fome wild and wond'rous tale 
From morn to eve ; mimindful of her form. 
Unmindful of the happy dreis that ftole" 
Thewifhes of the youth, when every maid 
With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night 
The viUage«4natron, round the blazing hearth, 
Safpends the infant-audience with her tales. 
Breathing aftoniflunent ! of witching rhymes. 
And evil fpirits of the death-bed call 
To him who robb'd the widow and devour'd 
The orphan's portion ^ of unquiet fouls 
His'n from the grave to eafe the heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life conceal'd ; of (hapes that walk 
At dea4 of night, and clank their chains, and wave 
The torch of hell about the murd'rer's bed<. 
At ev'ry folemn paufe the croud recoil 
Gazing each other fpeechlefs, and congeal'd 
With miv'ringfighs : till eager for th* event. 
Around the bddame ^11 ere£l: they hang, 
JEach trembling heart with grateful terrors quell'd, 

3. BEAUTY. 



Bxighteft progeny of heav'n ! 



How {hall I trace thy features ? where fele^l 
The rofeate hues to emulate thy bloom f 

Haftc 
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Hafte then, my fong:, thro' nature's wide expanfe, 
Haftethen and gathenall ben comeKeft wealth. 
Whatever bright fpoils the florid earth contains^ 
Whate'er the waters, or the-Iiquid air. 
To deck thy lovely laboun Wik- thou fly 
With laughing Autumn toth' AUaAttc ifles 
And range; widi him th'Hefperian field and fea, 
Wherei'er his fingers tcMJchithe fruitful grove. 
The branches. ihoot wilh goU^ where'er his fiep 
Marks the glad foil^> the tender cltifters glow 
With purple ripenefsj, and inv^fi'each hill 
Asi with the bluflies of; an evening fky ? 
Or wiltthoU'rathcrftojop thy. vagrant pkune» 

Where,glidingthm'hi9dau^htflr'shonour'dfbad&9 
The fmooth Peneds from his gl'afly flood 
• Retiefts purpureal Tempe'sr pleafsfit fcene ? 
Fair Tcmpe ! haunt belov'd of fylvan pow'rs, : 
Of nymphs and fauns i where in the golden age 
They play'danfecret on th^e fhady brink 
WithancientxPan,. while round their choral fteps 
Young hour9and>gemal gales with coiiftanthatld 
Shower'd^ Uofibixis, odours, ihowBr'd ambrofial 
And Spring^s^ Elyfian blooms [dews, 

I mufl: beg the reader's leave to lay before him 
one paflage more, with which I (hall conclude, 
both becaufe it is a proper inftance of our author's 
genius, and becaufe it contains a flrong ^d feafon- 
able exhortation to the fl:udy of the Grecian lite- 
rature, which is at prefent fo ftrangely negleiSbed 
among us^ that perfons are not wanting who fet up 
for fcholars and critics, without even pretending 
ever to have perufed the Greek claflics. 

Genius of ancient Greeefe ! whofe faithful fteps 
Well-pleas'd I follow thro' the facred paths 
Of nature and of fcience ; nurfe divine 
Of all heroic deeds and fair deflres ! 

3 O! 
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! let the breath of thy extended praife 
Infpire my kindling bofom to the height 

Of this untempted theme. Nor be my thoughts 
Prefumptuous counted, if, amid the calm 
That fooths this vernal evening into fmiles, 

1 fteal impatient from the fordid'haunts 
Of ftrife and low ambition to attend 
Thy facred prefence in the fylvan ihade. 
By their malignant footfteps ne'er profan'd. 
Defcend, propitious \ to my favour'd eye j 
Such in thv mien, thy warm, exalted air. 
As when tne Perfian tyrant, foil'd and ftung 
With fhame and defperation, gnafliM his teeth 
To fee thee rend the pageants of his throne ; 
And at the lightning of thy lifted fpear 
Crouch'd like a flave. Bring all thy martial fpoils, 
Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triumphant fongs. 
Thy fmiling band of arts, thy godlike fires 

Of civil wiTdom, thy heroic youth 

Warm from the fchools of glory. Guide my way 

Thro' fair Lyceum's walk, the green retreats 

Of Academus, and the thymy vale. 

Where oft enchanted with Socratic founds, 

Iliffus pure deyolv'd his tuneful ftream 

In gentler murmurs^ From the blooming ftore 

Of thefe aufpicious fields, may I unblam'd 

Tranfplant Ibme living bloffoms, to adorn 

My native clime : while far above the flight 

Of fancy's plume afpiring, I unlock . 

The fprings of ancient wifdom ; while I join 

Thy name, thrice honour'd ! with th' immortal 

Of nature; while to my compatriot youth [praife 

I point the high example of thy fons. 

And tune to Attic themes the Britifh lyre. 

Book i. ver. 567. 
The END of Vol. I. 
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